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PREP  ACE. 


The  umToraal  approbadon  with  which 
tke  Tales  of  the  Thousand  and  One  Nights 
^woe  leoeivedy  on  their  first  appearance  in 
tbe  translation  of  M.  Galland,  has  continued 
undiminished  daring  the  century  which  has 
sinoe  ehipaed,  and  every  year  produces  new 
editions,  translations,  or  imitations  of  them, 
in  all  the  diflferent  languages  of  Europe. 
This  approbatimi*  is  less  owing  to  the  art 


Xlwtiieeefscf  theilnttiBiiilatDr,  M.  GaUaadyCaiiied 
tfaooitiid  and  one  deepleas  mgiits.  Tlw  Ffi^ 
igCnrning  from  their  wxtmaal  levelt,  would  often 
•top  hekte  his  door,  end  swake  him  fix>m  his  soiindest 
deep,  bj  odilflg  loodly  Cor  him.  GeUend  would  open  hit 
windowy  to  lee  whet  waa  tbe  matter,  and  then  thej  would 
ay  oat :  '*  O  voos»  qui  nvei  de  ri  jofis  contea,  et  qui  les 
;ai  taen,  laeontei  nooa  en  nn  !** 
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of  the  translator,  or  the  colouring  of  a  vivid 
imagination,  than  to  the  peculiarity  of  the 
Oriental  genius  which  they  exliibit,   and   to 
the  faithful  picture  of  Arabian  manners  ivith 
which  they  present  us.     Here  we  behold  a 
genuine  portrait  of  the  spirit  and  character^ 
the  common  life  and  domestic  manners^  of 
a  once  powerful  nation,  which  once  excelled 
in  arts  as  well  as  arms,  in  three  quarters  of 
the  globe. 

In  these  Tales  we  see  the  Arabs  depicted 
by  themselves,  in  the  tents  of  the  deserts, 
and  at  the  court  of  the  caliphs.  We  min- 
gle among  their  merchants,  join  their  tra- 
velling caravans,  visit  them  in  their  sociaJ 
circles,  and  even  penetrate  into  their  harems. 

Considered  in  this  light,  these  Tales  are 
highly  interesting  and  instructive  to  Eu- 
ropean readers;  who,  however,  from  dis- 
similarity  of   character,    are    incapable   of 


isiy  a}iprociatiiig  that  xia^w&l  brillianqr 
ti  imagiBatioii,  wMcb  oonstitiites  the  ujie 
Berk  of  dwm  among  the  Orientals. 

A  peofde,  endowed  witb  the  mest  lively 
moqitibility  and  glowing  fiuicy,  natural 
poetical  and  eloqaeiit,  ever  indiiied  *  to 
aovehy,  and  always  disposed  to  find  in 
that  novdty  something  wonderful,  mivtt 
seek  tbesr  highest  enjoymoit  in  invention, 
whidi  em  txsnwpon  them  into  an  enchanted 
world :  they  sate  therefiMre  peculiarly  fond 
of  romaatie  narrative.  Sail  down  die 
Tigris,  or  up  the  Nik ;  travel  through 
the  deserts  of  Irik,  or  the  delicious  plains 
of  Syria ;  neA  the  valleys  of  the  Hajas, 
or  die  delightftd  solkades  of  Yaman — 
every  where  will  you  meet  professional 
^tory^tellers,  in  listening  to  whose  tales 
the  people  find  their  greatest  amusement. 
They  are  to  be  seen  in  the  tent  of  the  Be- 

b  2 


VllI  PREFACE. 

douin  and  the  hut  of  the  Fall  all  ;     in     the 
village  coffee-houses  as  well  as  those  of  Bag- 
dad, Damascus,  and  Cairo.     When    the  in- 
tense heat  of  noon  compels  the  traveller  to 
stoj)   on   his  journey,    and    interrupts    the 
transaction  of  business,  the  people    of    the 
caravan,    and   the  crowd  from    the    bazar, 
gatlier  together  beneath  a  spreading   tree, 
or  in  a  coffee-house,  to  listen  with  attentiKe 
cars  lo  the  story-teller,  who  for  hours  wll 
astonish    and    delight   them,    and    then    in 
tli(!    most    interesting    part    break    ofl>    to 
take  up  the  tale  again  in  the  cool    of   the 
evening.     Even    then  he   does   not   always 
finisli   liis   narrative,  but   often  defers    the 
end   of   it   until    the  morning;    when,    in- 
stead of  indulging   liis   audience  with    the 
catastrophe,  he  will  often  begin  a  new  ro- 
mance.    In   the  great   towns   these   story- 
tellers form  u  particular  corporation;  and, 


PREFACE.  IX 

Qce  ererjr  other  trade,  are  under  the  goTcm- 
mait  of  dieir  own  shiukh.* 

The  inexhaustible  current  of  Arabian 
invention  is,  howeyer,  not  only  displayed 
in  the  Tales  of  the  Thousand  and  One 
Nights,  but  also  in  their  chivalric  romances; 
of  vhich  ^  Antar^  may  be  r^arded  as  the 
most  excellent,  for  the  skill  with  which  it  is 
eoodacted,  and  the  interest  of  the  narrative 
itselC 

The  Arabians  are  very  unwilling,  how- 
ever, to  part  with  copies  of  these  works, 
which,  as  has  be^i  already  intimated,  are  to 
them  a  sort  of  trading  capital,  afibrding^ 

*  These  ttoiy-tdlen  are  called  redten,  or  paaegyrtsts, 
bceuse  tfaej  insert  reaes  in  their  stories.  The  word  used 
to  desgnttte  this  charsMTter  at  the  court  of  the  caliphs  was, 
IfanBirv  wfaicfa  denotes  Qne  who  supports  an  evening 
eoDferaatioa—- one  who  has  the  art  of  passing  off  ao  even- 
iqg  with  entertaining  tales,  interesting  anecdotes,  and 
igiee^e  wHticlsnis— coi(/!iWislor  fioc/umtit. 
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them  the  means  of  support  as  professional 

tale-tellers. 

This  reluctance  is  sufficiently  accounted 
for  also  by  the  extreme  rarity  of  complete 
copies.     Detached  portions  are  frequently 
met  with ;  but  a  whole  work  is  very  seldom 
to  be  found   together.     This  will   explain, 
at   once,   why   but  one   complete    copy   of 
the  romance  of  Antar  has  reached  Europe ; 
not  even  the  Institute  of  Cairo  bringing  it 
to  France. 

From  the  same  cause  it  was  that  we  did 
not  obtain  a  perfect  copy  of  the  Thousand 
aiul  One  Niti:hts  till  very  lately.     That  used 
by  M.  Galland  in  his  translation  was  far  from 
being  so,  as  we  shall  prove  hereafter ;    and 
if  he  published  no  more  stories,  it  was  not 
because  the  remainder  were  less  deserving 
of  translation,  but  because  he  had  no  more 
in  liis  possession.     The  imperfection  of  his 
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M&»  DO   doobt,    ooiBpell^  him  obo   lo 

infcnt^  as  he  has  done^  a  oondnsion  to  that 

of  die  Snlftan  of  the  ladies,  which 

as  the  groimdircMrk  of  the  whole  col- 

We  shall  find  tlmt  Sheherzade 

ived  fiom  death,  neither  by  her  many 

T"^^V   qwalitieis  nor    her    inexhaustiUe 

slock  of  tales,  bat  by  her  having^  daring 

Ae  thonsand  and  one  ni^ts,  borne   the 

Snkan  three  childrftn*     A  thonsand  and 

one   imitations  have   since   i^peared,    of 

whadb  not  one,  eidier  for  poetical  beanty 

orinventiTe  skiU^  approaches  the  Arabian 

modd,  and  all  of  ^riiidi  offend  more  or  less 

agsiDst  the  manners  of  the  East ;  so  that, 

not  <mly  is  the  merit  of  originality  wanting 

in  diem,  but  they  are  less  entertaining  and 

modi  less  instmctiTO    than    the   genuine 

Arabian  Tales.     Excepting  the  collection 

idiich  bears  the  name  of  the  Thousand  and 
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One  DaySy  there  is  not  perhaps  one,  among- 
all  these  imitations,  wearing  that  true  Arabian 
stamp,  or   breathing   that   Oriental  spirit^, 
which  so  remarkably  distinguish  the  Thou— 
sand  and  One  Nights.  Of  this  it  is  easy  to  be 
satisfied,  by  comparing  these  imitations  with 
the  translation  of  M.  Galland,  or  with  that 
which  we  here  present  to  the  public. 

To  explain  how  a  MS.,  properly  num^ 
l)Gred,  with  a  thousand  and  one  nights,  may 
yet  contain  a  greater  or  smaller  number  of 
tales   than    another,    which   has   the    same 
number  of  nights,  and  to  shew  the  division 
and  real  design  of  the  work,  we  must  pierce 
through   the  night  of  ages,  go  back  to  its 
origin,    and  trace   its  gradual  increase    by 
the  additions  made  to  the  number  of  ^or/e.^ 
without  the  number  oi  nifjhts  being  altered. 

M.  Galland  leaves  us  in  utter  ignorance, 
as  well  of  the  time  in  which  this  collection 
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^85  made^  as  the  name  of  the  compiler* 
On  the  latter  pointy  we  can  pre  no  more 
infimnation  than  M.  Galland  himself;  and 
Aonld  be  jnst  as  unable  to  elucidate  the 
fiist,  had  we  not  casually  met,  inan  Arabian 
Ustorical  work  of  high  repute,  with  a  passage, 
as  new  as  it  is  interesting^  whidi  gives  us  at 
once  the  age  and  die  origin  of  the  jSrst 
stories  of  this  collection ;  and  instead  of 
misnpported  conjectures,  a£Pords  positire 
and  ntis&ctory  intelligence. 

Hie  dasric  work  of  MasuucK,  one  of  the 
firthers  of  Arabian  history,  entitled  the 
Mnruj  ud  dhahab,  or  Golden  Meadows,  is 
well  known  through  the  BiUwthdque  Orient 
tak  crf'M.  lyHerbdot,  and  the  ^ Exiraai 
H  NaUoeB  de  JMSS.  de  la  BiUioMque  <fa 
Bai  d  Paris.**  In  the  fiftyrsecond  chapter 
of  this  work  is  the  story  of  the  fabulous 
earthly    paradise    ot  Iram  dzit  ul  imad; 
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which,  according  to  the  belief  of  the  Orien- 
tals, yet  exists  in  the  deserts  of  Arabia, 
though  no  one  has  hitherto  been  able 
discover  it.     It  then  proceeds : — 

"  Many  doubt  the  particulars  which 
to  be  found  on  this  subject  in  various  Arabicr 
historical  works,  more  especially  in  the  book 
of  Ubaid  ibnu  Shahriyah,  *  On  the  occur- 
rences of  past  times,  and   the  genealogies 
of  nations,'  which  is  in  the  hands  of  every 
one.     The  well-informed,  however,  class  all 
that  he  relates  among  the   fabulous  stories 
which  have  been  invented  for  the  amusement 
of  the  great,  by  those  who  were  eager  to 
be  admitted  to  their   presence  and  obtain 
their    favour.      It   belongs,     according   to 
them,  to  the  same  class  as  those  which  have 
been  translated  from  the   Indian,  Persian, 
and  Greek  languages  ;  such  as,  for  exam- 
ple, the  Hazar  Afsanah,  called  in  Arabic, 


Ike  TTumwoid  Tales,  and  whidi  is  so  uni^ 
naatHj  known  under  the  name  of  the 
Thoasand  Ni^tfc>  It  is  the  history  of  an 
Indian  kin^  his  viaiery  the  visier's  dangh* 
ter,  Sheherxade,  and  her  go¥emes%  Dinar- 
aade.  BoA  a  book,  also^  is  JallLand  and 
fihtmfai  or  the  Stoiy  of  an  Indian  Saltan 
and  his  Ten  ViziecB,  the  Vojages  of  SBndbid, 
Old  other  works  of  the  same  description*'' 

To  ascertain  die  time  when  the  Arabic 
HanalatiDn  was  mdde^  we  will  add  another 
extiact  ttoBL  the  116di  chapter  of  the  same 
work,  where  the  rdgnof  the  Caliph  Mansur 
is  the  snl]gect« 

^  This  was  the  first  caliph  who  caused 
Fecsian  and  deek  boeka  to  be  tiansiated 
into  Arabic*  Among  these  was  the  KaUlah 
wa  Dimnah,  known  by  the  title  of  the  FaUaa 
of  Bidpai;  the  Logic  of  Aristotle;  the 
Worltsof  Ptidemy ;  the  Elements  of  £ucUd ; 
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and  other  Latin,  Greek,  and  Syriac  books  j 
for  winch,  at  that  time,   a  taste  began    to 
])revail.     Mansur   was   the  first  caliph  who 
employed   Turkish  slaves  (Mamluks)  more 
than    Arabians    in    his   service,    in   which, 
however,  he  was  imitated  by  his  successors, 
so   that  we  may  date  the  decline  of  the  Ca- 
jiphat  from  this  period.     He  was  an  assidu- 
ous  student,  and  particularly  fond  of  re- 
lif(ious  controversy  and  traditions.     Learn- 
incf   flourished  in  his  reiifn,  and  romantic 
tales,  in  particular,  were  produced  in  great 
niunbers.*'^ 

liy  these  extracts  we  see  that  the  Thou- 
sand and  One  Nights  was  a  book  of  Persian, 
or  perhaps  Indian  origin ;  and,   in  all  pro- 

*  A  century  after  IMa^faidi  Iiad  mentioned  the  MOik 
riuitied  "  The  Thousand  Tales,"  (Iliizar  Afsiinah)  Ha«ti, 
the  court  i»oet  of  Sultan  ^Nlalirnu  1  of  Ghaznalj,  as  the 
I'lefare  to  the  Sliah  Namah  informs  us,  arranged  anew 
the  same  collection. 
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faaUhf  ,  translated  about  the  time  of  the 
CaBfh  Mansur,  that  is,  about  tkir^  yean 
beibre  die  rdgn  of  Hariin  al  Rashid,  who 
was  destined  to  play  so  distinguished  a  part 
in  die  hiter  editions  of  it.  It  was  the  Per- 
aiansy  then,  who  gave  the  Arabians  a  taste, 
not  tor  die  arts  and  sciences  alone,  but  for 
ronwice  also.  The  former  had  carried 
die  art  of  narradon  to  so  hi^  a  dqapnee 
of  perfection,  that  Muhammad,  who  knew 
their  talent,  and  the  ardent  cnriosi^  of  his 
eonntrymen,  regarded  the  introducdon  of 
Petman  tales  as  dangerous  to  Islam  itseli^ 
and  cautioned  his  followers  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  del%^tfui  stories  God  told  them  in 
the  Koran.  It  is  therefore  beyond  all  doubt, 
diat  the  origin  of  the  Thousand  and  One 
Nights  is  to  be  sought,  not  among  die  Ara- 
bian^ but  the  Persians  and  Indians.  The 
Arabians  afterward,  if  we  may  be  allowed 
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such  a  comparison,    used  this   work  as 
frame,    in   which    to    insert   other    Indi 
and    Persian   pictures ;    for   example, 
story   of  Jalkand,    which,  in   our   MS., 
given  under  the  title  of  Jiliah  and  Shimas  j 
the   story  of  an  Indian  King  and  his  ten 
viziers,  translated  by   Scott ;    the  Voyages 
of  Sindbad,  which,  as  is  seen  by  the  extract; 
given,  at  the  time  Masuudi  wrote  his  his- 
tory  (in   the   year  of  tlie   Hejrah  333,  or 
A.  D.  941),  did  not  yet  belong  to  the  Thou- 
sand and  One  Nights,  but  were  inserted  at  a 
later  period.     All  these  three  are  found  in 
our  MS. 

In  addition  to  Persian,  Indian,  and  Greek 
stories  (for  the  works  of  Homer  were  used 
also)  were  added,  from  time  to  time,  others 
of  Arabian  origin,  the  greater  part  of  which 
consist  of  adventures  of  the  time  of  Harun  al 
Rashid,  or,  as  it  were,  tales  of  the  good  old 
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These  must  hflve  been  oompofied  long 
flfitf  tbe  age  of  that  calipb»  whose  love  of 
peecij  and  thirst  of  knowledge  affi»ded 
pmt  enoouragement  f  o  po^s  and  oomr 
pikn  of  aaeodotes,  ooeof  whomwasalwaji 
m  hk  anta^cfaandier,  ready  to  pat  into  verse 
Of  piece  of  wit,  or  to  describe  any  remark* 
iUe  adventore  which  happened  at  courtf 
vfaer^  indeed,  such  fi«qoently  oocorred. 

This  taste  for  poetiy  and  romance  wa% 
sfier  the  extinction  of  the  Caliphat  at  Bag- 
dad, transferred  to  the  courts  of  the  cal^hs 
of  Egypt  and  of  a-few  other  Asiatic  ^jntah 


*  As  theart  of  story-telliiig  wm  a  certain  means  of  win- 
the  fcroor  of  pfineesy  and  proeoriDg  adsaaBion  totbcir 
dfclMy  it  most  have  natoiaDj  been  highly  culti- 
vated. After  the  CUipha  Manser  and  HariinalBaabld,  a 
Icily  of  MfahApdr,  named  TYigfaahtii,  vnm  one  of  the 
noit  nwilkfBt  patrana  of  nnaanee-writeia  in  all  Asiar 
Tbtt  Poet  Anald  not  only  pnWiahed  kft  him  an  editioB 
«f  dM  Voyaga  of  Siodbsd,  hut  wiolealao»  whole  vphnae 
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The  greatest  part  of  those  anecdotes  and 
tales,   which  relate  to  the  families  of  Om— 
miyah    and   Abbas,    appear   to  have   beei:i 
added  to  the  collection  during  the  reigns  of 
the  Fatimites  and  Ayiibites. 

In  the  last   place,  other   stories,    of  ex- 
clusively Egyptian  growth,  and  which  be- 
tray  the   soil  they   spring   from,   by   their 
peculiar  dialect,     appear    to  be    yet  more 
modern,   and  were  probably  written  under 
the  reijjn  of  the  Circassian  Mamliiks.    We 
much  doubt  whether,  among  these  Egyp- 
tian tales,   any   are  to  be  found  composed 
after  the  conquest  of  that  country  by  the 
Osmanlis,  for  with  that  conquest  seems  to 
have  ended  the  flourishing  period  of  Ara- 
bian literature  in  Egypt. 

of  Tales,  in  the  style  of  those  of  Lii  Fontaine.  This  hook 
is  called  "  Alfyali  wa  Shafyali,"  and  contiiins  the  ^'ulliim 
adventures  of  a  lady  and  her  thousand  lovers. 


It  is  dierefore  erideiit  that  the  colleccfen 

faiowii  under  the  title  of  the  One  llioiisiuid 

mi  One  Ni^^ts  or^inaDy  came  ficom  the 

Fenians  and  Tndi>in«,  iras  afterwards  en* 

ndied  by  the  inventions  of  the  Ambian^ 

aid  is  oonseqfoently  the  work,  not  of  one^ 

bat  many    anthors^    whose    names .  haTe 

pmthrd  in  the  lapse  of  time;  bat  whose 

works  are  presenred  in  this  ark  of  a  thou- 

8BBd  and  one  rooms^  decorated  in  the  style 

of  dieir  diffierent  and  respectire  ages. 

The  nmnber  of  the  stories^  their  order  of 
mcirpMimij  and  division  into  nights^  depend 
endrdy  npon  the  choice  and  taste  of  the 
cnwipiler  and  transcriber^  who  takes  the 
liberty  of  adding  to  or  lessening  the  nun^ 
ber;  of  dividing  of  amplifying*  or  abridg* 
i]^;  of  embellishing  or  simplifying,  accord- 
ing to  his  humoor. 

After  all  this,  no  one  will  be  surprised,  if 
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among  twelve  copies,  more  or  less  complete, 
which  exist  in  the  public  and  private  libra- 
ries in  Europe,  not  two  are  to  be  found 
which,  in  regard  to  the  subject  of  the  sto- 
ries, the  order  of  the  nights,  or  style  of 
com])osition,  agree  completely,  though  they 
all  contain  one  thousand  and  one  nights. 
Our  MS.  is  one  of  the  most  complete,  and 
its  contents  may  be  divided  into  three 
classes. 

In  the  first  class  are  the  old  stories,  com- 
prising those  which  supplied  the  ground- 
work of  the  whole  collection,  and  some  which 
were  afterwards  added,  as  the  storv  of  the 
Ten  Viziers,  and  the  \'oyages  of  Sindbad. 
The  subject  of  these  tales  is  laid  in  the  times 
anterior  to  Muhammad ;  there  are  some  of 
them,  indeed,  in  which  the  mission  of  the 
prophet  is  foretold,  as  in  the  story  of  the 
Serpent   Queen,    which   appears   to   us   to 


be  one.  of  tf^  most  anoint  Pd^sku  tades. 
SbI  prophecies  need  put  nsin  nodonbc, 
howerer,  wbomt  tke  age  of  the  oxigiilai  ato^ 
liaSi  still  meettr  liberties  bgiwir  taken  bv 
die  tmnslators  and  later  coHcctoia  some 
to  shew  dieir  zeal  finr  labmi^  and  some  to 
iooff  at  it  nnderhandedly. 

These  ancient  stories  are  ef  two  sorts: 
soane  oontatin  the  most  wnodexiid  advco^ 
tores  and,  indeed,  extraragant  absurdities; 
in  which  die  invention  leaps  from  fimcy  to 
baxjf  and  has  no  other  aim  than  to  en*- 
tertain  die  imagination  by  the  most^gto^ 
tesqne  pictiues  and  strange  occiugeiicBs; 
all  this  may  be.seeain  ^The  Queen  of.  die 


«f 


These  ere  the.  Perrian  tales  which  Mu-^ 
hanmuid jnsdy  dreaded,  as  diemost fimni*. 
daUe  means  of  perverting  his  fidlowen, 
and  which  even  yet  deligbt  the  wild  son  of 
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Nature — the  Bedouin.  Others  of  a  quit^ 
opposite  description  contain  nothing  of  the 
man'ellous;  tlie  narrative  takes  a  plain 
and  natural  course,  full  of  instructive  fables 
and  moral  precepts.  These  tales,  at  the 
first  glance,  betray  their  Indian  origin,  and 
the  story  of  King  Jiliah  and  the  Vizier  Shi- 
mas  is  a  specimen  of  tliem.  Though  the 
least  entertaining,  yet  for  antiquity  and 
morality  they  merit  the  first  place. 

The  second  class  consists  of  genuine 
Arabian  tales  and  anecdotes,  in  whicb  ad- 
ventures of  the  times  of  the  caliphs,  and 
particularly  Hariin  al  Rashid,  are  related. 
These  lay  claim  to  be  genuine  histories; 
and  the  anecdotes  are,  for  the  most  part, 
really  historical,  at  least  as  fiir  as  the  out- 
lines ;  the  embellishments  of  the  transcribers, 
of  course,  being  excepted.  The  marvellous 
has  no  share  here ;  that  is  to  say,   not  be- 


^jaad  what  the  public  prejudice  held  bt 
troth,  and  only  in  that  way  in  which  it  may 
be  fiyond,  not  only  in  Arabian  bat  Roman 
bistoiy. 

Tliese  tales  are  the  most  valuable  ones  to 
«s;  they  make  us  acquainted  with  the  most 
importamt  characteis  in  the  court  of  the 
caliphs^  and  invite  us,  as  it  were,  to  their 
evenii^  parties  and  entertainments  in  the 
harem. 

Lastly,  in  the  third  class  we  put  the  most 
modem  tales,  of  mere  Egyptian  aothordup. 
Of  theses  the  scene  is  generally,  laid  in  the 
court  of  Hariin;  but  they  give  us  a  much 
more  oom^t  idea  of  the  manners  of  Cairoi 
than  of  those  of  the  ancient  palaces  of  the 
caliphs. 

The  subordinate  characters  in  these  tales 
are  fictitious,  and  bdoog  not,  like  those  of 
the  second  classy  to  history ;  the  manners,  as 


I 
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we  have  before  said,  arc  a  good  picture  of 
those  of  the  modern  Egyptian  Arabs,  as  far 
as  thev  have  maintained  their  own  habitual 
peculiarities  unaltered  by  tlie  Ottoman 
swav.  In  these  stories  there  is  a  o^reat  deal 
of  verse,  not  forming,  however,  the  most 
valuable  part  of  them,  and,  indeed,  calcu- 
lated less  for  the  closet  than  public  recita- 
tion, to  the  attractions  of  which  they  are 
calculated  to  contribute. 

Nothing  more  remains  to  be  said,  except 
a  few  words  about  the  translation  itself.  It 
is  faithful  without  being  literal.  It  follows 
the  text  exactlv,  but  abridn-cs  it  whenever 
repetitions  and  tiresome  delays,  calculated 
rather  for  hearers  than  readers,  appeared  to 
render  an  abridgment  necessary  for  the 
convenience  of  the  latter.  The  poetry,  of 
which  much  is  scattered  through  these  tales, 
is  translated  into  prose,  in  order  to  give  the 
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peculiar  tarns  and  Oriental  images  more 
bithfiiDy;  but  whenever  they  are  merely 
amplifications  in  rhymed  prose,  they  are 
omitted.  In  like  manner,  the  long  digres- 
sions which  often  occur  in  the  modem 
Egyptian  stories — as,  for  example,  in  that  of 
Zdnal-Mewassif — are  suppressed ;  and  even 
yet,  we  may  perhaps  incur  the  censure  of 
having  rather  retained  too  much  than  too 
Utde  In  the  last  place,  we  have  deemed 
it  due  to  morality  to  omit  some  passages  of 
too  free  a  description. 

We  flatter  ourselves,  that  the  public  will 
not  be  less  indulgent  than  the  Sultan  of  the 
Indies ;  and  that  if  it  will  not,  for  the  sake 
of  the  original,  pardon  the  faults  of  the 
translation,  it  will  yet  do  so  for  the  merit 
of  our  intention  :  either  to  amuse  the  reader 
with  our  tales,  or — ^to  lull  him  to  sleep. 
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The  caliph  Abdalmelik,  the  son  of 
^^vn*  who  had  fixed  his  r-esidence  a 
^Dasciis,  was  one  day  amusixi^  himse 
oonversiiig  with  his  cotiirciers  on  the 
Bad  wonderful  poiprer  of  Solomon, 
niled  orer  both  men  and  Miimals,  anc 
prisoned  the  rebellions  genii  in  vessc 
bnss,  sealed  with  his  nw^g. 

Tdiby  the  son  of  SahU  among  many  c 

werj  extraordinary  oocurrences,  related, 

being  once    upon    »     voyage    to  India, 

ship  was  driven  by  a  storm   to  an  unfai 

ooontry,  inhabited     by    black  savages,  v 

when  they  first  saw  tlie  vessel,  took  tofli| 

having  never    before   liad  strangers  ami 

tbem.     They,  however,    afterwards  retu 

ed,  bringing  presents  of  provisions ;  and 

n  ^ 
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ship's   company  landing,  wandered    about 
to  survey  the  country.     Here  they  met  with 
some   fishermen,  one  of  whom  had  drawn 
up  in  his  net  a  brazen  urn,  sealed  with  the 
ring  of  Solomon.  This  being  opened,  a  black 
smoke   forced  itself  out,  and    a  voice   was 
heard,  exclaiming,  "  Pardon !  pardon  !  di- 
vine  prophet !"      The  smoke  formed  itself 
immediately  into   an  enormous  giant,  who 
disappeared  among  the  clouds.     The  peo- 
ple of  the  ship  were  greatly  terrified ;  but 
the  blacks  were  less  surprised,  saying  thai 
Solomon,  having  imprisoned  the  disobedient 
genii  in  these  vessels,  and  cast  them  into  the 
sea,  they  were  from   time  to  time  released, 
a.s  in   the  present    instance;  always,  at  the 
moment  of  their  escape,  invoking  that  pro- 
phet's pardon  for  their  former  rebellion. 

This  little  narrative  much  interested  the 
caliph,  who  expressed  an  earnest  wish  to 
see  one  of  these  urns,  sealed  with  the  ring 
of  Solomon. 

"  Nothing  can  be  more  easy,"  replied 
Talib :  "  this  land  of  the  blacks,  to  which 
we  travelled  after  our  shipwreck,  lies  in  the 


X 

\ 


-«>   that  you   have  <Mily 
j^^*a  your  gowemars  of  thoee  pre 


^   Voo  are   r^lit»   Talib,**   said    il 
'nd  the  conunigsjoxi  sliall    be   in 


99 


otne    to    .A^bdalazizy    the    1 

the  ealipb,  aiui  ▼ioeroy  of  dgypt 

ocber  to  Mnisa^    the  son  of  l>fasir» 

Mag^ueb^  cogimajiciiiig    tiKcan  to  i 

TaHb  in    persoo^    to    sectr^rlx    aftc 

Solooioa's  brazen    lums^    and    to 

ibor   trouble    nor     eiacponse*        At 

tone  die  caliph    orderod    ITalib  t 

plied  with  a  large  snm    of  naoney 

ith    ^vrluoh    he  x 


AJbdulaziX,  tlare  calipl^'s  brother 
letter,  and  laid    it    on  1m»  eyes  as 
Ins  obedienoe;    ^n^  l^i»  colleague  ] 
ing  arrired,  notldnfg  ^wa»  wanting 
Ikem  to  oomincnoe   tb^r  search  b 

guide.       Xn    a.  oonsiil^,| 
held  for  ti»  purpose  of  fixii^ 

^   3 
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the  shaikh  Abdus  Samed   ben  al  Kodes  Aj 
Masuridi  was  proposed,  who  had  spent  the 
wliolc  of  a  long  Hfe  in  travelling  over  diflfe— 
rent  parts  of  the  world.     He  was  called  be- 
fore the  council,  and  having  been  informed 
(;f  the  will  of  the  calipli,  was  invited  to   un- 
(K  itake   the    office   of  their  guide.     "   The 
load    thither    is  long,    and    unfrequented," 
i^aid    the  shaikh ;  and  the  viceroy  of  Egypt, 
ha\ing  a^ked  what    time   it   would  require, 
was  informed  that  the  journey  thither  would 
occunv   more   than   two  years.     "  You  will 
meet,  too,   with  a  thousand  dangers,"  conti- 
nued   the  shaikh,    "  and  woidd  do   well    to 
take  secure  means  for  preserving  the  public 
])eace  during  so  long  an  absence.'' 

Abdulaziz  committed  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment to  his  son  Hi  run,  whose  superior 
iibilities  enabled  him  to  hold  them  with  a 
firm  hand;  and  having  thus  provided  for 
the  tranquillity  of  the  country,  prepared 
forthwith  for  his  departure. 

"  Let  there  be  a  thousand  camels  laden 
with  copper  vessels,  fdlcd  with  w^ater,**  said 
the  shaikh,  "  for  we  shall  have  a  journey 


THE    BRAZEN    CITY.  7 

of  forty  days  over  a  desert,  where  we  shall 
be  ezpcsed  to  the  buming  breath  of  the 
nrntun,  without  finding  a  drop.  A  thou- 
sand  camels  more  must  be  loaded  with  pro- 
visioiis,  and  carpenters  and  smiths  must  be 
taken  also»  for  their  services  will  be  wanted : 
but  DO  animals  except  camels  should  be 
ployed,  lor  none  other  will  be  able  to 

the  difficulties  of  the  journey." 
After  all  had  been  done  as  he  advised, 
they  proceeded,  and  had  travelled  twelve 
flMoths,  when  one  day  the  shaikh  exclaimed, 
^  Let  us  confide  alone  in  the  great  God  I 
I  fiear  I  have  mistaken  the  road ;  but  let  us 
go  on,  and  trust  in  him!  He  will  guide 
as!" 

They  came  at  length  to  a  boundless  plain, 
smooth  as  the  sea  in  a  c^hn,  in  the  middle 
of  which  appeared  a  mass  of  smoke,  and 
some  object  of  daazling  brilliancy  beneath 
it.  Hastening  fi)rward,  they  foimd  it  was 
a  magnificent  palace,  above  the  cornice  of 
which  were  tablets  of  ebony  inlaid  with 
gold*  The  gates,  of  Chinese  steel,  dazzled 
dieir  eyes;  the  pillars  were  of  gigantic  size; 

B  4 
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find  that  which  to  the  distiint  travellers  liad 
appeared  like  smoke,  was  a  dome  covered 
with  lead.  But  within  not  a  living  creature 
was  to  be  seen  save  the  owls  and  ravens, 
who  had  there  ouilt  their  nests,  and  filled 
the  air  with  their  melancholy  cries. 

*'  There  is  no  i^od  but  God  !"  exclaimed 
the  emir  Musa,  transported  with  iistonish^ 
ment.    "  O  palace  !  what  is  become  of  thine 
inhabitants?  They  sleep  the  sleep  of  death, 
as  if  thev  had  never  lived.      Where  is  the 
retinue    of  thy    court?     Where    are    thy 
])rinces    and    kings  ?     God    has    scattered 
thcni,  like  the  chatf  before  the  wind  !     But 
let  us  enter,"  continued  he,  turning  to  the 
shaikh   Abdussamed,    who  was  eniraffed  in 
prayer,    and    repeating    the  words    of    the 
Koran.     "   Perhaps  ye  will  flee  from  that 
^l»ich  would  be  profitable  to  you  !   God  l>c 
I    '  isetl    for  his    innumerable    benefits   and 

Ki'ace.      Rejoice,    O   prince  !"    said 

^^'^   shaikh,   *'  ^-     1  ,1       , 

jjj^  1   J  >       We   liave  escaped  the  desert, 

nev^..''^'''  '^"   ^''^^^^  ^^'ii^ts  to   fear.     I  have 
*^c>ei,  indeet?    i 

it  hy  th     \        .     ^^^  *"  ^'^*^  place :  but  know 

^''^ption  which  a  traveller — who, 
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like  UB,  was  going  to  the  brazen  city,  and 
die  vm  too  bad  lost  bis  way,  and  came  to 
dua  paWy,  once  gave  me  of  it  We  have 
a  flooDth's  joamey  yet  to  perform  to 
tlie  city  of  brass;  and  thence  four  months 
BKMe  to  that  part  of  the  sea  where  the 
hraacn  Tesaek  we  seek  are  to  be  found." — 

• 

^  Caa  you  teU,"  said  the  emir  Mosa, 
**  to  wbidi  of  the  ancient  kings  this  splendid 
palace  belonged  ?* — ^  I  know  not  exactly>" 
rq>lied  the  shaikh,  ^  but  believe  it  was 
Akxander."  Saying  this,  he  led  the  way, 
and  approadbed  the  gate  of  the  palace, 
wbicb  was  shut.  They  first  entered  a  fore- 
cottrt,  the  waUs  of  which  were  inlaid  with 
gold  and  predoutf  stones ;  over  the  door  was 
the  following  inscription,  in  Greek : 

*^  Enter  here»  and  learn  the  history  of 
thoae  who  were  once  lords  of  the  world. 

^  Th^  have  passed  by,  like  hasty  tra* 
vcUeis;    seareely   have  they  had  time  to 


The  emir  Mosa  melted  into  tears.  He 
emered  the  inner  apartment^  over  the  door 
leading  to  whidi  was  inscribed : 

B  5 
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''   What   multitudes   once    walked    th* 
halls !    See   now  what  time  has  done    with 
them  !" 

Musa  wept  again  at  reading  this,  and,  witJi 
Ahilulaziz  and  their    attendants,  wandered 
ihrough    immense  apartments,    all   solitary 
::iul  (lescrteil,   till  thev  came  to  that  covered 
l)y  the  dome.       Here    stood  four  hundred 
sepulchral   monuments,  of  marble  and  gra- 
nite ;    Musa,    who    understood    Greek,  ap- 
proached one  and  read  as  follows  : 

"  (3f  how  many  events  have  I  not  been 
witness  !  How  many  sumptuous  feasts,  how 
many  splendid  banquets  have  I  not  enjoyed  ! 
How  many  cities  have  I  not  conquered  ! 
How  many  laws  have  I  not  given  ! 

'*  Preserve  thy  soul !    Enjoy  life  before 
death  overtake  thee. 

"  To-morrow  they  will  carry  thee  out,  and 
say  to  those  who  ask  after  thee — he  is  dead!" 

This  inscripuon  renewed  the  tears  of  the 
company,  who  now  came  to  a  kind  of  ora- 
tory beneath  the  centre  of  the  dome.  It 
had  doors  of  sandal- wood,  ornamented  with 
inscriptions,  the  letters  of  w^hich  were  made 
of  nrpcious  stones.     On  the  first  was — 
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Hie  intoxication  of  pleasure  has  passed, 
die  deliriiun  of  fever.  Death  has  snr- 
prised  me,  without  my  being  able  to  resist 
h;  without  my  armies,  without  my  cour- 
tiers being  able  to  secure  me  against  it. 

^  Rely  not  upon  the  world  when  it  shews 
its  splendour  to  thee ;  see  how  it  has  used 
those  who  were  devoted  to  it." 

This  aflected  the  travellers  deeply  also ; 
and  they  entered  the  oratory,  and  found  in 
it  an  immense  tomb,  on  which  the  shaikh 
Abdnssamed  read  this  epitaph : 

«c  In  the  name  of  the  only,  eternal,  immu- 
table God,  who  has  not  been  created,  who 
has  not  b^otten,  and  who  has  not  an  equal ! 

^  Learn,  then,  traveller,  who  wanderest 
hither,  learn  by  my  example,  that  the  world, 
and  its  gloiy,  cannot  save  thee. 

^^  It  is  a  IxMnrowed  lustre,  it  is  a  deluding 
dream,  a  deceiving  vision,  that  plays  with 
the  burning  thirst  of  those  who  follow  it 

*^  Be  not  led  astray  by  its  vain  flatteiies : 
it  casts  into  destruction  those  who  fall  into 
its  net. 

^  I  had  a  thousand  noble  horses  in  my 
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tables;  I  married  a  thousand  incomparable 
beauties,  descended  from  royal  blood. 

"  They  bore  me  a  thousand  princes,  brave 
as  lions.  I  lived  a  thousand  years.  I  heaped 
together  boundless  treasure;  my  subjects 
were  innumerable. 

"  I  imagined  that  my  dominion  on  earth 
would  endure  for  ever :  when,  lo  !  a  dread- 
ful voice  announced  the  irrevocable  decree 
of  God. 

*'  Death  each  day  doubled  his  ravages,  and, 

as  a  reaper,  mowed  down  my  people.    Then 

had   I  those  inscriptions   made  which  you 

have  read,  over  the  gate  of  my  palace,  over 

the  doors,  and  on  the  coffins  of  my  servants. 

My    palace   became    the    residence   of 

death,  and  all  its  apartments  sepulchres.     I 

assembled  my  armies;  ten  times  a  hundred 

^  Jousand  men  mounted  their  horses,  armed 

I  "''dliant  sabres,   and    lances  of  sharp 
steel.  ^ 

I  to  th    ^  ^        ^^'  "^^  brave  warriors,'  said 
of  death  *    '  ^*^^^s^  these  multiplied  attacks 


"  *H 


"  can  we  do  that,'  they  replied, 
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*  wben  all   those  who  pass  thy  threshold 
beoome  its  ▼ictims?' 

*'  Then  I  opened  my  treasury — ^a  thousand 
ooflersy  each  containing  a  thousand  weight 
of  goiki  and  jewek:  ^  All  this  will  I  give,' 
said  I  to  them,  '  if  ye  will  bring  into  my 
palace  bread  for  one  day;*  but  not  one 
woald  pass  my  threshold. 

**  Thenlresigned  myself  unto  my  &te,  and 
awaited  my  hour.  My  name  was  Kush,  the 
soQ  of  Shediid,  the  son  of  Aad  the  Great.** 
Musa  and  his  companions  were  much  at 
fected  by  this  terrible  and  exalted  lesson ; 
they  continued  th&r  examination,  however, 
and  came  at  length  to  a  room  containing  a 
table  of  inlaid  work,  on  which  they  read 
as  fellows : 

*^  At  this  table  once  dined  every  day  a 
thousand  kings  who  had  but  one  eye,  and 
a  thousand  who  had  both ;  but  now  in  the 
grave,  neither  can  they  see  who  had  one 
eye,  nor  they  who  had  both." 

Mnsa,  having  noted  all  this  in  his  tablets, 
departed,  taking  nothii^  with  him  but  this 
table,  at  whidi  every  di^  two   thousand 
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kings  liad  dined.  They  rejoined  tlieir  cara- 
van, and,  continuing  their  journevj  came  on 
the  tliird  day  to  a  large  monument,  on 
which  stood  a  horseman  of  brass,  holding  a 
steel  lance.  On  the  point  of  the  lance  was 
written,  in  very  legible  characters : 

"  Traveller  !  if  thou  shouldest  perchance 
not  know  the  way  to  the  brazen  city,  turn 
me  round  with  a  thrust  of  thine  arm,  and 
continue  then  thy  journey  on  that  side 
to  which  I  turn  my  face  when  I  stand 
still." 

The  emir  Musa  pushed  the  statue  with 
his  hand  :  it  flew  round  as  quick  as  lightning, 
and  at  last  stopped  suddenly,  looking  di- 
rectly opposite  to  the  way  they  liad  begun 
to  take.  Thev  changed  their  road  imme- 
diately;  and,  feeling  now  secure  they  were 
in  the  right  one,  pursued  their  journey  day 
and  night. 

Travelling  onward  thus,  they  cnme  to  a 
pillar  of  black  marble,  to  which  was  chained 
a  monster,  having  two  wings,  two  claws, 
and  two  hands;  both  its  eyes  glowed  like 
burning  coals;  and  a  third,  in  the  centre  of 


\ 


IS 

ks  fefefaead^  (»st  oot  sparks  of  fire.  It  was 
crying  aload,  ^  Praised  l>e  God,  my  Lordf 
whose  vill  it  is  to  punish  me  thus  until  the 
day  of  jodgmeiit*'^ 

So  firig^tened  i^rere  the  mrhole  caravan, 
that  they  would  Cain  have  gone  back  directly ; 
but  Masa  desired  the  shaikh  Abdussamed 
to  appiuac^  and  interrelate  this'  frightful 
monster.  ^  I  am  an  Ishril,  of  the  race  of 
the  genii,"  replied  it ;  **  my  uameisDehmsh, 
the  aon  of  Alagmesh  ;  I  am  chained  here  for 
a  sii^nh&r  reason,  and  God  alone  knows 
how  long  I  shall  remain  so." 

"  ^What  was   that  singular  reason  ?'  said 
the  emir  Musa.      **  I  was,  at  one  time,'*  an- 
svered  the  genius,    **  the  gaardian  of  a  sta- 
tue of  onyx,   which    belonged  to  a  king  of 
the  sea.      He  comn^a^d^  an  army  of  many 
thousand  genii,  all   which  he  kept  enclosed 
in  this  statue  ;   they  had  all,  as  weU  as  him- 
sell^  rebelled   against    the  prophet  Solomon. 
This   king   had    also    a   daughter  of  great 
beauty,  of  whom    I    having  once  spoken  to 
that  prophet,  he  demanded  her  in  marriage 
Lr  .1*^  v^n^^  Ax\d  desired,  at  the  same  time. 
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that  he  should  break  his  statue,  and  confess 
there  was  no  god  but  God,  and  that  Solo- 
man  was  his  prophet. 

"  The  king  called  his  council  together, 
reported  to  them  the  demands  of  Solomon, 
and  asked  if  there  were  reason  to  fear  hiin. 
*  Fear  him  !'    replied  the  members   of    his 
council,  '  for  what?  You  live  in  an  inacces- 
sible  island,   defended  by  a  host  of  genii, 
ever  readv  to  h^rht  against  Solomon.     His 
attempts  against  you    must   all    be    vain ;' 
however,     ask    advice    of    the     genius   of 
the  statue   of    onyx, — hear  what   he  says.' 
After  having  sacrificed  to    the  image,  the 
king,  prostrate  before  it,  related  the  embar- 
rassment  in    which   he   found    himself.     I, 
from  within  the  statue,  answered  him,  *  Fear 
not !  brave  every   thing,  and  I  will  ensure 
thee  success.* 

"  Encouraged  by  this  answer  of  his  oracle, 
he  sentenced  the  ambassador  of  Solomon  to 
be  bastinadoed,  and  then  dismissed  to  carry 
to  the  prophet  the  account  of  his  reception. 
Irritated  at  this  insult,  Solomon  assembled 
his  army,    which   consisted  of  men,  genii, 


17 

«»»  «au  DUOS.  x^emirat,  ttie  king  of  the 
8«nii»  eommanded  chat  diWaion  whitik  was 
•c^ntjr  tiBoaauKl  strong;  and  Solomm's 
^^™'^  -As«^  the  son  of  Sarkia,  led  an  equal 
-nDoiber  of  men*  Xliis  immense  anny 
J«ndcd  in  the  ifilanrij  and  overran  it  entirdy. 
^^  ever  geoerous  Solomon  now  de^ 
■PXciied  a  second    am1>assador.  to  aSt^r  th^ 


9mMiestj  far  all  tliat  bad  passed 
khig,  obstinately  refasing  to  delh 
dsnghl 


pvepsied  fom-  his  defenee^  and  collected  above 


pvepsied  liar  tus  defenee^  and  collected  above 
s  aiBion  of  g^enii  JDroxii^  ilie  various  isles  and 
•en  of  the  irorld. 


•en  of  toe  irorld. 

^  Solomon  pat  his  army  in  order  of  battle, 
plaong  the  animala  on  the  two  wings,  and 
tbe  birds  in  the  air*,  to  assault  the  eyes  of 
the  enemy  with  rfieir  beaks.  He  himself 
ascended  a  magnificent  throne,  on  the  right 
of  wfaoch  stood  tbe  commander-in-Kshief  of 
die  men,  and  €>zk  tbe  left  the  general  of  the 
JSeniL 


**  I,    <m  the  otbex-    side,  cmunaiided  the 
Ysnguard  of  ont'    ajriiiy»    and  was  ihe  first 


JS  THE    r.IlAZEN    CITY. 

who  attacked  ibc  main  body  of  the  genii  o 
Solomon,  under  tlieir  king  Demirat  in  per- 
son.    The    hitter    approaclied    me    in    the 
figure  of  a  volcano,  casting  forth  streams  of 
fire,  and   endeavoured  to   stifle  me   in    the 
flames.     I  defended  mvself  courageously  for 
a  louix  time,  and  when  at  last  I  could  resist 
no  more,  took  to  flight.     Solomon  ordered 
a  close  pmsuit   to  be  kept  up,   and  genii, 
men,   beasts  and   birds,  surrounded  us    on 
all    sides.       King    Demirat  himself    endea- 
voured to  seize  me :  I  fled  before  liim  tliree 
whole  months;  but  at  hi-^t  was  caught,  and 
chained  by  him  to  this  pillar." 

The  genius  having  concluded  his  history, 
thev  left  him,  and  arrived  at  last  at  the 
brazen  citv.  They  found  the  w^alls  of  it 
were  of  brass,  and  were  surprised  to  see 
no  appearance  whatever  of  a  gate.  Having 
pitched  their  tents,  therefore,  Talib.  the  son 
of  Sahl,  was  sent  out  to  examine  them  more 
closely,  and  to  ascertain,  by  making  the 
circuit  of  the  town,  whether  thev  were  lower 
in  any  other  part. 

In  three  days'  time  lie  returned,  bringing 


•  _ 

***^n«eiice  thBt  the  walls  were  still  bigbi 
*  ereiy  other  side.  The  two  emirs  az 
^  shaikh  then  ascended  a.  neighboaiii 
^^aaatain,  which  afibrded  a.  complete  vi< 
V  the  city — at  the  grandeur'  o€  the  palao 
Uie  magnifioence  of  tlie  domes,  and  t 
bmity  of  the  gardens  aikd.  canals  of  wfai 
ibej  were  astonished  ;  ye^  not  a  liTing  si 
Wis  to  be  seen  in  this  iniicnense  town— o 
aod  rcrens  seemed,  to  be  its  only  inhabitai 
Descending  £rom  tbe  mountain,  and  go: 
roand  the  walls,  they  came  to  aplace  wh 
were  four  marble  tablets,  with  lessons 
visdom  and  salutary  rna-Kims  inscribed  up 
tbem.  On  the  first  ^was  s 
«  (Ml,  son  of    maxi,    defer  nothing  to  1 

fbtare,  fijr  the  bonr^    of  death  is  at  hand. 
**  It  is   God.   'w1m>     scatters  nations;  w 

brings   kings     fro«n     their    spacious  pala< 

to  the  narrow  dwellings  of  the  grave. 
**  WTiere  are  ihtey^  tbe  mighty  monarcl 

the  lords  of  ibis  earth  ?       They  have  awo 

again  hot  dost  and  ashes  !** 

"  Ho^r  l3roe  is  ihis,   and  how  touching 
MLosa,     calling      for   his  tablet,    whi 


^ 
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sliaikh  Abdussamed  began  to  decipher    t\ 

second. 

"  Oh,  man,  how  canst  thou  trust  to  tJi 
world  !  knowest  thou  not,  that  it  is  a  pe 
rishable  abode,  and  without  durability  ? 

"  Where  are  the  kings,  the  conquerorsj 
the     nionarchs     of    Irak,    and    Khorasan  r 
Where    are    the     Khosrus?      They    have 
passed  awav,  as  if  thev  had  never  lived.'* 

Musa  copied  this  also,  and  approaching 
the  tljird,  read: 

'*  Thou  seest  with  indifference  the  days 
of  this   life    fleet   away,    without    thinking 
of  the  time  when   thou   must  appear  before 
God,     to   give     him     an    account    of    thy 
deeds.     Where   are    the   rulers   of   China, 
of  India,  of   Nubia,   or  of  Abyssinia ?   The 
breath  of  death    has  dispersed   them,    and 
their  greatness  has  availed  them  not." 

Musa  wetted  the  paper  with  his  tears, 
while  transcribing  this,  and  going  on  to  the 
fourth,  read  thus  : 

"  Oh,  man !  thou  precipitatest  thyself 
into  the  vortex  of  pleasure,  without  consi- 
dering that  death  stands  at  thy  shoulders. 


^  Con&ie  la  God  !  and  Jookcwr  this  i 
<^  the  spida^s  web. 
**   'Wliere   are   tiie   fbnndeis  of  eiii| 
Jbsve     CKehaii^ed    iheir   palaces. 


^iabited  by  owls^   for  the  tombJ 

While  JlCiisa  ivas  <xxn^ied  thiiSy  his 


V    gi^tiii^     into     tbe     eity.        Me    inq 

'^vlat  was  their  int^iticyxiy    and  ^vas  info 

bj  Tfllib   that    tbey    proposed  to  mak< 

cf  ladders,  since  no  gntes  wrere  to  be  ft 

•»  Tliat   seems    the    mosC      jndicious  p 

wpKed  die  emir;    ••   it^  ocscnMrred  to  m 

fare,  sod  indeed  I  expected  something 

dw»  when  I    engaged    time    smiths  and 

penten  who  acoompaa^y  «s- 

A  whole  moath  wna  employed  in 
aJdmr  of  dii»  l^ddear,  wWch  was  ii. 
rf^nWyfirm  mstA  well  oonstructed.  M 
.t  fcnglh  completedU  **  N^^*;^  f '^  W 
«  fetas  see  wlio  wUl  ascend  it  fim 
«  ITuU  win  I,-    exelaimed  one  of  the 


,      ^ — .-«  Kci  nttcsrod 
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keys  hanging  at  his  girdle.  The  gate  ir 
barred,  and  protected  by  a  portcullis  :  tl 
shaikh,  however,  conquered  all  these  difl 
culties,  and  succeeded  at  last  in  opening  i 
to  the  great  satisfaction  of  those  who  iver 
waiting  for  him. 

Musa,  to  guard  against  the  possibility  o 
danger,  would  permit  only  one-half  of  thi 
men    to  enter,  ordering  the  rest  to  remair 
and  watch  without.    Those  who  accompaniec 
the    two    emirs,    having    first    buried     the 
corpses  of  their  companions,  proceeded  in 
good  order  to  the  chief  bazaar,  where  they 
found  the  shops  yet  open,  and  filled  with  all 
sorts  of  merchandize — the  men  within  them 
dead,   but  remaining  in  the  very  postures  of 
life  and  business,    and    liolding   out   their 
withered  hands.     After  having  thus  visited 
the  shops  of  the  jewellers,  armourers,  and 
dealers  in  silk  stuffs,   they  came  to  a  large 
palace,  the  court  of  which  was  ornamented 
with  all  sorts  of  arms,  suspended  fi*om  chains 
of  gold.    In  one  room  was  a  throne  of  ivory, 
richly  inlaid   with  gold,  surrounded  by  a 
great  number  of  men,  who,  like  the  rest, 


*■**«  B&AZEN  cmr. 

«o  dried  np  as  to   resemble   as 
^j^  -^usa  ooold  not  sufficienl 

"^»^  the  spkndoar  and  beauty  of  this 
f*»t;  mUmg  the  cornice  was  an  insci 
^  ietters  of  gold,  upon  a  ground  of 
^  oontaining  moral  reflections    m 

Wlietic  dian  those  they  had  read  on  tt 

^  ^aWets;  the  following  was  nearly  tl 

J^  of  it  :_^^  Yon  who  pass   by,   lo. 

^  before  you    go !       Traveller,   o 

^«»  *rt  iodeed  but  on  a  jonmey  ;    m 

^*ysdf  a  bttsure  of  good    deeds,   anc 

^'^i^aoei&nalneth  lon^  in  ibis  tr^ 

^eSag'/    TbeyhsL^e  built,    and  wl 

deir  palaces    av&iled     them  ?       TTk 

heaped  up  treasures,    and  ^^hat.  proi 

dKj  been  to  them  ?    TVliere  are  tliosi 

ixnty  was  become    a    proverb?    tl 

Ucdiike  the  rose,  and    bavo  taken  t 

of  ariics!  Fair  and  blooming^  they  laic 

tchesdown,  and    awoke    ixx    the  gra 

Tbey  now  entered    a    room,   having  i 

corner  a  calmiet,  and   in    the    centres 

ndn  of  marble,  the  basin  of  which  wai 

«idi  water  by  four  canals,  one  oominf 
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each  side,  and  tlie  water  of  each  beinf^  of 
diflferent  colour.     The  bed  of  the  first  CAn 
was  of  red  granite,   that  of  the  second    « 
green  jasper,  the  tliird   was  alabaster,    an 
the   fourth  black  marble.     On  entering  th 
fivM   cabinet   they  found  it  filled  with   golc 
silver,  pearls,   and  precious  stones.      In  th 
second  was  the  most  costly  armour,  helmet 
and  shields  inlaid  with  gold,  Indian  sabres 
David's  coat  of  mail,  and  many  articles   o 
equal  value.     The    third  cabinet  was  sur- 
rounded by  closets,  before  which  hung  cur- 
tains  of  silk   interwoven  with  gold.      Upon 
lifting  these  up  they  discovered  pieces  of  the 
richest  stuffs  of  all   sorts.     The  fourth  con- 
tained vessels  of  gold  and  silver,   porcelain, 
and   rock   crystal,    and  cups   of   onyx  and 
agate.     Each    took   as   many  as   he   couici 
carry,  and  they  were  returnini^  the  way  thev 
had    come,   w^hen   thev    discovered   a  lanje 
door,  inlaid  with  small  tablets  of  ivory  and 
ebony,  and  concealed  from  the  casual  spec- 
tator by  a  fine  veil  of  gold  and  silk ;  it  was 
secured,  they  found,  by  locks  of  silver,  and 
was  only  to  be  opened  by  a  concealed  spring.. 


^▼er  jielded  at  last  to  tlie  5 
and  tliejreatered  an  ape 
itfc  a  ^Jendid  carpet,  in  ^ 
y^^^*^^  ^«  %are8  of  aU  kinds 
^*"*s»  trees,  and  ilowen^  A  small 
teted  Affm  tlae  rest  of  the  xoom  1 


to  resemble  ic«,  was  filled  ^vridt  ^ 
«f  pearls^  nibieBy  and  the  fines 
So  hacvmted  mrcre  tlie  eyes  of  tl 


qaested  tbe  shukh  to  dest^iroy  tli 
kftdixig  them  cmi^  tiiey  ^^ould  lia 


eeededinto  a  Hall  wlMobt  snrposst 
til  th^  had    jret:    seen  ;    it   was 
fhyryand  covered  ivirh   n    dofi« 
eoitre  of  which  w»s    an    alcove 


aittH    oratoryy       ^nciroled 

goarded  by  lattic»-^wrork:  of  em^ 

widi  diammids.       "V^UHin  tlie  ali 

temofdothof    gold,    snpport« 

^  .  piQBX3»  ott   e«rH  of  which  was  c 

^  s       ptimisge  was  of  jewels  and  bed 

bored  ruby.       Beneath  this  tern 

c   2 
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a  (oiicli,  irlisteniiiir  with  diamonds  and  oth 
precious  stones,  and  on  it  lay  a  female 
i(  ^|)lLiulcnt  beauty  ;  over  her  was  suspends 
a  crown  of  ijolcl,  and  she  wore  a  necklace  < 
]>earls,  a  girdle  of  diamonds,  and  a  diadei 
which  dazzled  the  eves  of  those  who  ai 
unipted  to  look  steadily  upon  it. 

iNTusa  was  enchanted  wlien  he  perceivec 
this  divine  beautv,  and  saluted  lier  with  th< 
utmost  respect,  supposing  her  to  be  only  re- 
posing there.     "  She  will  not  return  your 
silutalion,'*  said  Talih,  "  for  she  has  lono- 
l)L(ii  dead  ;  the  art  with  which  slie  was  em- 
i>ahned  has  aK)ne  preserved  tlie  freshness  of 
I  lie  roses  and  lilies  of  her  complexion;  and 
lier  eves,  which  seem  to  have  been  animated 
hy   the    most    lively  feelings,   sparkle  onJy 
now  with   the  quicksilver,    employed  with 
^iicli  exquisite  skill  by  the  embalmers,  that  it 
rises  with  tlie  smallest  motion  near  her." 

At  the  foot  of  the  couch,  which  was  ele- 
vated a  little  from   the  ground,  were  two 
slaves,  one  black  and   the  other  white,  em- 
balmed also  with  sucli  skill   as  to  seem  at 
first  sight  alive.     One  held  a  steel  rod,  and 
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»  oiba-  a  dnwn  scpmtar  ;  betweexi  them 

^^goldeti  tMble,  on  which  was  the  foUow- 

n^  iaaa^rtion :— «  Son  of   man  !    if   thou 

*»»^«t  me  not,  I  wiU  declare   myself  unto 

*«;  lam  Tadmor,   the    daugHter   of  the 

^M^  of  the  Amalekites  ;   I  reignea  with  jus- 

Oce  and  glory  oTer    extensive    regions;    I 

P'wtected  mjr  subjects  and  lived  in   pleasure 

«nd  Magnificence,  till  my  empire  was  visited 

*«ii  seren   years'    drought.       After    all   qui 

pronaons  and  all  the  animals  xtsed    in  hu9- 

undzy  had  heen  consun^ed^    xio   nueans  re- 

Bnined  <^  prolonging    my    life ;    in  vain  ] 

Isvidied  my  treasures  ;     tliey    ^were    useless, 

dtfy  ooiild   not  purchase    Thread  !      Famine 

ibied  up  me  and  my  people  !    'we  yielded  up 

oar  souls  to  the  •Mng^l  of  deaths  and  remained^ 

IS  you  see,  a  lesson  to  futmre  ages  I" 

Muss  wept  as  lie  read  tbis,  and  was  equal- 
ly mcyred  by  the  fbUo^wing  t 

**  Oh,  traveller  I    ^vwix€>    entcrest  this  city, 

irfy  not  upon  the   wrox^ld.   and    its  deceitful 

niys!  Repent    of    thy    sins,    fear  God,  do 

pnd,  and  Jay  wp    for    thyself  a  treasure  of 

good  works  against  the    day   of  retribution 


1 


30  THE    BRAZEN    CITY. 


Let  him  whom  God  has  permitted  to  Giit 
licre,  take  what  he  will  and  as  much     as    J 
can ;  but  let   him  touch  me  not,    and    oZ 
serve,  even  in  death,   the  precepts   of   mt 
desty.     He  who  should  neglect  this,  he  wh 
should  lay  hand  upon  me,  would  fall  a  vie 
tim  to  his  own  temerity." 

After  Musa  had  carefully  copied  all    tlii^ 
in   his  writing-tablets,   he  ordered  his    fol- 
lowers to  gather  together  as   many  of  the* 
jnost  valuable  articles  as  they  could,  but  to 
touch    neither  the  couch  nor  dress  of  th*? 
princes^..     ''  It  would  be  a  pity,  however," 
^aid  Talib,  '*  not  to  take,  for  the  treasui'y  of 
tlie  caliph,  this  large  diauKmd,  the  radiance 
of  which   dazzles  our  sight." — "  Have  3*011 
not   read  tlie  menace  upon  the  table?"  said 
Musa.     '*  Mere    nonsense  !"  replied  Talib, 
"  princesses  do   not  refuse  us  when  living-, 
much  less  when  dead."  And  with  these  words 
he  was  about  to  ascend  the  coucl>,  at  the 
feet  of  the  princess,  when  the  slaves,  raising; 
one  his  steel  rod  and  the  other  lus  scymitar, 
struck  him  on  tlie  head  and  back,  and  he 
fell  dead  on  the  spot.     "  May.  God  receive 
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Us  soqI  l**  said  Musi.  ^  Behold  what  comes 
«f  afmrioe !  Saidy  tbere  is  in  the  other 
pans  of  the  palace  estoi^  to  satisfy  aJL" 
Every  one  then  cnllected  his  portioii  of 
wealth,  and  the  vfaole  caravan  departed 
bom  the  Brazen  Ci^,  loaded  with  riches. 

Condnnh^  th^r  jonme;  onward,  they 
vrived  at  a  b^h  mountain,  hollowed  into 
csfes,  inhabited  by  a  race  of  blacks^  clothed 
in  aiats.  The  men  tock  to  flight  at  the 
approach  of  the  caravan,  but  the  women 
aid  children  yet  remained,  standing  at  the 
noaths  cf  the  caTe%  detained  by  cpriofiity. 
The caaiek  were  unloaded  and  tents  pitched; 
and  the  king  of  the  blacks,  soon  afterwards 
desoendiBg  from  the  mountain,  accosted 
Man,  inqoiring  whether  he  and  his  compa- 
nicns  woe  men  or  geniL  On  Musa  in- 
fiwming  him  that  they  were  but  men,  and 
asking,  in  retnrn,  of  what  race  the  blacks 
themaelres  were,  ^  We,"  said  die  king, 
'^  are  of  the  line  of  Ham,  the  son  of  Noah, 
and  dweU,  as  you  see,  on  the  coasts  of  this 
immense  lake." — ^You  have  then  neither 
had  Prophets  nor  the  Rerelation  of  God 
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among  you?"    said  Musa.     "Pardon   m 
returned  the   king  of  the  blacks,    "  a   xn 
with  shining  countenance  once   arose   frc 
the  midst  of  the  hike,  and  cried,    in   a    vo: 
tliat  was  heard  afar :  ^  My  children,  fear  li 
who  sees  you,  but  is  not  to  be  seen.      Sa 
there  is  no  God,  except  God,  and  Muhan 
mad   is  liis  prophet.     I,  who  say  this,    ai 
Khisr,  the  keeper  of  the  fountain  of  life. 
We,  moreover,  see  every  Friday    night,    i 
light  which  spreads  over  the  earth,  and  heai 
voices  singing  praise  and  glory  to  God." — 
^'  I  am  delighted  to   hear  this,"    answered 
Musa;  "we,  on  our  part,   come  from  the 
commander  of  the  faithful,  Abdalmellk,  the 
son  of  Merwan,  to  search  for  some  of  those 
brazen  urns  in  which  Solomon  confined  the 
disobedient  spirits,  and  then  threw  them  in- 
to this  lake,  and  shall  return  you  our  thanks 
if  you  can  assist  us  in  procuring  them." 

The  king  of  tile   blacks  immediately  or- 
dered  some  divers  to  be  fetched,  who  brought 
»P  from  the  bottom  of  the  lake  twelve  of 
these   vessels,    sealed    by    Solomon.     Musa 
gave  nch  presents  to  the  king,  who,  on  his 
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P^tfgawe  tbe  Emir,  in  additioii  ta  the  brass 
(>™^  iva  beaatifiMl  mermaids  iptIioiii  they 
bad  takeo  at  tbe  same  time.  Iblusa  iKras 
Bnidb  pkasedj  knowing  that  the  caliph 
*ndd  set  laare  raJue  on.  them  than  on  the 
BBS  t&eoifleJyes  ;  and  ha.viiig  hidden  these 
iieadlj  blacks  ferewell,  retiumed  through 
dieiiiterior  erf"  Afiica  and    I^yi>t5   towards 


On  leaching  the  court  of  the  caliph,  and 
pfing  a  minute  account  of  liis  long  Journey, 
Ait  prince  regretted  tlia-t  lie  Had   not  been 


a  tbe  party.         -.— ^     

opoed,  one  after  anotlier  ;  and  from  each, 
abadbeendescribed,  came  forth  a  genius, 
OTiiig  aloud,  «  Pardon  !  O  Prophet  of 
God!  0  mighty  Solomon  !  I  ^U  never 
lebd  again,"  and  witb  these  words  he  disap. 
pearaL  The  caliph  and  all  his  court  were 
bigUy  interested  by  this.  The  mermaids 
wmpat  into  a  hirge  piece  of  water,  where 
tbe  beat  or  the  sampan,  however,  soon  killed 
tbem.  The  caUpb  conferred  marks  of  ho- 
Hour  on  aSl  who  haa  been  upon  this  journey ; 
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as  for    ridies,  tlu^y  had  brought   back  'uitl 
tliem  onou</li  from  tlie  Brazen  Citv. 

''  Praise  be  to  God  !"  said  the  caliph,  *'  Ic 
none  but  Soh^mon  was  such  power  ever 
committed/'  Tlie  Emir  Musa  was  so  much 
ailected  bv  what  he  had  seen,  and  the  les- 
sons  he  liad  transcribed,  that  he  resumed 
not  again  tlie  reins  of  government;  and 
liaving  solicited  from  the  caliph  the  con- 
firmation of  his  son  in  the  office,  retired  hini- 
self  to  the  lioly  city ;  where,  after  havinor 
drawn  up  this  authentic  account  of  liis 
journey,  he  died  in  solitude. 
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THE  STOBY  OF  JXJUAR- 


A  CKRTAiH   merdiant    liad    xliree 


die  ddest  was   namea     S61il^    the 

Sefin^  and  the  youngest^  Jimdaur.      The  I 

ptwwiased  particularly  the  loire  of  bis  fai 

Md  that,  in  the  division,  of  liis  inheriti 

he  wif^t  not  be  defiramded  l>y  his  bit>tl 

liha  vae  very  enviovis  of  liiin^  his  fiithei 

>olTed  to  appuriion.     l%is    -possessions  in 

Kfiptim^-      For  this    pcurpose  he  directed 

mventoiy  of  all  his    property  to  be  nu 

and  then  divided  it  into   fk>ur   portions^  < 

for  ^ach  of  his   three   son%   and  the  foa 

tar  dieir  mother  ;    and  this  division  had  hi 

bat  a  short,  tiniey  when  he  died. 

le  two  elder    brothers  were  dissadsfi 

with  this  dvrinon  ;    maintaining,  that  tfa 
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ouifiii     U)    luivu    a   lar^jL-r   share    than    the 
youii^v^l;  and  carried  the  case  before  the 
cadi.     After  I  he  witnesses  to  the   will  had 
been  examined,    the  tlecision  was  given    in. 
favour  of  Judar ;  bnt  the    expenses  of  the 
suit    fell    e(jiially    on     him     and    on   _his 
brothers.       Tliey    appealed  to  another  tri- 
bnnal,  which   irave  it  in  their  favour;  and 
Judar  carried  it  before  a  third,  and  thus  they 
went   on  in   law,  from  court  to  court,  from 
sentence  to  sentence,  till  thev  had  spent  the 
whole    of  the    property  they  went   to  law 
about.       The  two    brothers,    who    were    of 
brutal  tempers,  then  attacked  their  mother, 
beat    her    severelv,   and  robbed  her  of  the 
portit)!!  she  had  received  as  a  widow's  dower. 
She  went  and  complained    to   Judar,  who 
oilered  her  all  the  consolation  in  his  power, 
but  reminded  her,  that  having  now  no  money 
to  spend  in  law,  they  must  endure  all  with 
patience. 

The  mother,  affected  by  the  kindness  of 
Judar,  continued  to  reside  with  him.     By 
the  use  of  his  net,  which  he  employed  some- 
times on  the  lake  of  Birkah,  sometimes  on 
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^^t  €ff  BtUak,  and  at  odieis  at  OJd  ( 
-^^  ^app€>rted  himself  as  a  fisherman, 
^'^^  cmr-^  tb&t,  bis  mother  should  not 
^t  Jc^st  the:  necessaries  of  liie. 

Xn.  tlie  jneas  timey  the  two  elder  bro 

•ooo  iraistiecl  the  property  of  which  the} 

^xM>ed  thetr  2iK>tlier,  axid,  covered  with 

subsisted    bjr  charity^     and,  at    times,   y 

Jndar  was  afaeent,    virould  ga  ta  their  mc 

to  beg  a  motrsel  €>£  hrecuL.      Xheir  moi 

who  could   not  stifle  the  feelings  of  m 

Uivmrds  theniy   un^ratefiil  as  they  had  I 

pie  them  food,  advising  tliem  always  u 

9»e  before  the   retium    of  Judar,    lest 

«^t  incur  his  saig^r-^       One  day,  howi 

while  diey   were    there,    he   returned; 

Mlher,  frightened     at    this  detecdon, 

not  asinglc  word:  bi^t;  Judar,  far  from  h 

««y,    embraced     hia    brothers,   and  c 

htaned  them  for  not  viating  him  more 

memly-    They    were    confoonded  by 

Inawity  of  their   brother,  whoinsistec 

STrcmainiiig      thai;    ^t  ^Ws  ho 

YiAtafieriBi^*-    they  «tJl  reioauied, 

X  going  ottt  every   »o«iuh5  with 
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nets,  supported  now,   not  only  his  mothe 
!)ut  his  brothers  also. 

One  day  he  cast  his  nets  from  nioriiin 
till  night  without  catching  a  single  fish,  ant 
was  at  last  compelled  to  take  his  way  home 
wards  with  his  basket  as  empty  as   in    the 
morning,  and  reflecting  mournfully,  that  he 
and  his  family  must  go  that  night  without 
food.     In  passing  the  baker's   shop    where 
he  usually  bought  his  bread,  his  sufferings 
were  heightened  by  seeing  the  crowds  who 
were  pressing  towards  it,  and  he  stood  by, 
wistfully  surveying   the  comers  and  goers. 
"  Well,"   cried  the  baker  to  him,    "  welJ, 
Judar  !  do  you  not  want  some  bread  ?"  Ju- 
dar  made  no  reply.      "  Help  yourself,"  con- 
tinued the  baker:   "  if  you  have  no  money 
with  you,  here  are  ten  loaves,  the  number 
you   usually  buy."     Judar  would  have  left 
his  nets  with  him  as  a  security.     "  God  for- 
bid," said  the  baker,  ^'  that  I  should  deprive 
you  of  the  means  of  getting  a  livelihood  ! 
Here  are  ten  loaves  and  ten  aspers,  I  lend 
them  to  you,  and  you    can  bring  me  to- 
morrow twenty  fishes."     Judar  tlianked  the 
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*«*»  pnreliased  meat  and  vegeti 
^l^ped  with  his  fiunilv  as  nsnAl^ 


Cm  the  fMawing  day  he  ^wras  just  as  uiu 

^^BiMe  in  fishing  as  before.       He  took  his  i 

«MaewarJ  despondingly,  and  as  lie  pas 

we  afaop,  the  baker  lent  him  ten  more  loa 

«ttd  ten  more  aspers,   saying  r   **  Be  of  g 

dieer,  Jodar !   that  which   is   decreed  n 

one  to  pass;  and  ^vrha.t   comes  not  to^ 

^  come  to->morro^r.*'     For  seven  sucxes 

^*p  be  went  to  different   plstcess  but  evi 

^bere  his  exertions  mresne  Itil  va.in. — he  can 

Bol  t  single  fish.       A.t  last,  lie  determinei 

try  the  Birket  nl  ICarAn  ;    liere   he  was  j 

pRparing  to  cast  ont  liis  xiets,    "when  he  i 

»  Mnghribin  approach,  virlio  iwras  so  wrap{ 

lap,  diat  hot  one    eye  -was  visible;  he  re 

vpm  a  mule   riclily   caparisoned,  carryi 

mpoa  its  cmpper*    a    poxtmanteau.    He  \ 

hited  Jodar,   wlio    xet»med  his  politenc 

«  Jndar,"  said  tlie  :M:nghribin,  «  if  thou  i 

in  distjess,  X  will   assist  thee,  and  load  th 

with  riches  ;  \mt,  thon  must,  in  return,  re 

der  me  a  aeirvice-*' ^^  You  need  only  « 

what  it  is/*   replied  J^^idar  ;  ^M  am  at  yoi 
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coniniancl." — '*  Begin,    then,   by  sa\-iii^ 
Fatihah,''  continued  tlie  Miighribiu.        Ai 
repeating  it  together,   the  Mughribin    dr    , 
from  his  portmanteau  a  silken  girdle-       *^  1    ' 
me  the   favour,"    said   he,    "   to   bind     i: 
arms  fast  vvitli  this  girdle,   and  cast  me   ijri 
the  lake.     If,  after  a  short  time,  you  see  rr 
hands  above  tlie  water,  cast  your  nets  qxjicl 
ly  and  draw  me  out;  but  should  my    fee 
appear,  it  is  a  sign  that  I  am  dead.     In   tJia 
ca-^e,  lake  the  mule  and  portmanteau,  go  tc 
the  nuirket,  and  inquire  for  Shamsitbe  Jew, 
who,  in  return  for  tlie  mule,  will  give  you  a 
hundred  dinars:  you  mav  then  return  home, 
but  l)e  sure  to  tell   no  one  what  has  hap- 
])encd. 

Judar  did  exactly  as  he  w\ks  directed,  cast 
the  ^lughribin  into  the  lake,  and  soon  after 
saw  iiis  feet  above  the  water.     Taking  the 
mule,  he  innnediately  departed,  and  hiivin*»f 
reached  tlie  market,  he  soon   found  out  the 
sho])  of  Shamsi  the  Jew.     "  Ah  !"  cried  the 
Jew,   as  soon  as  he  beheld  the  mule,  "  he  is 
dead  !" — "  Yes,  he  is  dead,"  answered  Ju- 
dar.    "  His  avarice  has  cost  him  his  life," 
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cndmied  the  Jew.     *<  Here  are  a  hundred 
diw%  take  than,  and  keep  the  secret.'' 

Jodar  now  repaired  to  the  baker  to  dis- 
cbazp  his  debt;  he  then  paid  all  the  debts 
flf  hii  brothen,  and  giving  them  moaey  he" 
■des,  aooQ  became  as  poor  as  erer.  He  be- 
gaa  fidiii^f  again,  and  that  he  might  not 
hboQT  in  Tain,  he  proceeded  to  the  Krket 
■i  Kihm,  and,  behold !  a  second  Mughribin 
ippeared,  whose  mule  was  caparisoned,  and 
portmanteau  covered,  more  richly  than  that 
of  the  first.  The  Mughribin  accosted  Jodar, 
and  began  by  asking  him  if  he  had  not,  a 
Aon  time  before,  seen  a  Mughribin,  equip- 
ped Bi  he  was,  come  to  the  same  place. 
Jodar,  fearing  he  might  be  called  to  account 
fi»r  the  mole;,  denied  roundly  baring  seen 
the  Mughribin.  ^  How  I"  said  the  other, 
**  do  I  not  know  that  you  bound  his  arms 
together,  that  yon  threw  him  into  the  hike, 
that  you  afterwards  went  in  quest  of  Shamsi 
the  Jew,  and  that  you  sold  him  die  Mughri- 
bin's  mule  for  a  hundred  dinars  ?'— '' Well," 
replied  Judar,  *'  if  you  knew  all  this,  it  was 
nseless  to  ask  me." — "  AH  that  I  require  of 
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you,"   continued  ihe  Mugliribin,  '^   is,   tliat 
you  do  exactly  the  same  by  me,  and   upon 
the  same  conditions."     To  this  Judar  wil- 
lingly consented,  bound  liis  arms,  cast  him 
into   the  lake,  and,  as  soon  as  he  sa'w  the 
feet  come  up,   departed  witli  the  mule,    for 
which,   as    before,    he   i*eceived   a  hundred 
dinars.       This     profitable     em])loyment    of 
ilrowning    Mughribins    pleased    Judar     so 
well,   that  lie  set  forth  again,    the  following 
morning,    for  the  Birket  ul  Karun ;  and  no 
sooner  had  he  reached  it,  than  a  third  came, 
still  more  splendidly  dressed  and  mounted 
than  the  two  first.     "  Have  you  not  seen  my 
brethren  ?"  said  he  to  Judar.      "  Yes,"   an- 
swered he ;  "  they  are  amusing  themselves 
by   fishing   below,    till   you  join    them." — 
"  You  are  right,"  said  the  Mughribin,  ^*  that 
is  exactly  what  I  desire  to  do." — "  With  all 
my  heart,"  continued  Judar,  ''  I  understand 
the  business  well  enough  now."   Saying  thus, 
he  bound  and  cast  the  Mughribin  into  the 
lake;  and    having  w^aited  a  short   time,  saw 
his  hands   above   the  water.     Judar    threw 
forth  his  nets  and  drew  him  out. 
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The  Mughribin  held  in  his  band  two  fishes 
red  as  ooral,  which  he  pnt  immediately  into 
two  bowls,  taken  out  of  his  portmanteau. 
Kissing  Judar  on  the  ibrehead  and  cheeks, 
he  thanked  him  for  saving  his  life^  by  cast- 
ing oQt  his  nets  just  at  the  proper  time. 
^  If  you  feel  yourself  indebted  to  me^"  said 
Jodar,  **  you  will  perhaps,  in  return,  let  me 
know  the  history  of  your  two  predecessors, 
and  of  these  two  fishes." 

^  The  two  drowned  Mughribins,''  said  the 
third,  *'  were  my  brothers;  the  one  was 
named  Abdussalim,  the  other  Abdussamad : 
the  Jew,  as  you  supposed  him,  but  who  is  no 
more  one  than  you  are,  but  a  good  Mus- 
sulman, is  my  third  brother,  and  named  Ab- 
durrabim.  Our  father  was  a  profound  ma- 
gician, deeply  skilled  in  every  branch  of  hid- 
den knowledge.  He  left  us  an  immense  for- 
tmie,  which  after  his  death  we  divided 
equaDy;  but  could  not  agree  to  whom 
should  belong  his  manuscripts,  containing 
all  the  secrets  of  talismans,  and  the  keys  of 
all  concealed  treasures.  Dissensions  began 
to  arise  among  us,  when  the  shaikh  who  bad 
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bt-cn  our  failicr's  iiisiriictor  in  the  magic  and 
CLibiilislic  arls,  oft'cred  liinisclf  as  arbiter, 
saying:  'My  cliiklrcn,  ibis  book  belonged 
lo  nic,  ami  let  biiii  of  von  wbo  would  pos- 
M'ss  it,  gt'  and  open  tlit  ti'easnrcs  of  Sliimi- 
arUiil,  and  bring  ine  Irom  tbence  tbe  artifi- 
rial  sjihcre,  tbf  J^woril,  tlif  box  ol'koliol,  or 
i-ollyrimii  Ibr  tbe  eye.s  and  tbe  seal;  tbe 
seal  U  gnanUd  by  a  iioweiful  gonins.  Over 
biiii  wild  po-M-'iM ■■;  it  kingi  and  princes 
liave  nil  power:  atid,  if  lie  wishes,  he  cnii 
make  tbe  wliole  wi.rld  obey  bim.  Tlie 
~\vi)rd  d(■stroy.^  ciitiiv  armies  in  a  moment. 
'I'lie  ariilicial  splivie  sbeivs  what  passes  in 
LVery    place  on    the  globe;  yon    need  only 

you  wi.-,b  lo  bnrn  a  town,  lav  a  spark  of  fire 
iin  ilie  place  wliere  it  is  marked  on  the 
f-j»liere,  ami  (ire  will  consnnio  it  immedi- 
•■"ely,  iind  so  on  in  eveiy  other  respect.  In 
lilt;  la..!  phiee,  he  who  rubs  his  eyes  with  the 
^ohol  will  see  all  tbe  riches  concealed  be- 
"««H>  the  ear.li.  But  to  open  the  treasnres 
J^,  ■'^''an,ai-(h,l,  the  chihhvn  of  the  Red 
'"S  nui.t  be  first  posHss.-d,  who.  however. 
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ive  in  the  depdis  of  the  fiirket  ul  Kdrun. 
Yoor  fitther  sought  to  get  them  in  vain;  and 
k  B  only  ^er  long  calculations  that  I  have 
diKOf«red  it  to  be  indisp^isably  necessary, 
that  a  yoong  man  of  Cairo,  named  Jodar, 
ihonld  cast  htm  into  the  lake  who  wishes  to 
get  possession  of  those  fishes.  He  who 
&s  in  the  attempt  will  float  with  his  ieet 
sbowe  the  water,  and  he  who  succeeds  will 
fhev  his  haad  above  the  surfiioe  first.' 

*  We  all  three  delenained  to  try  this 
adroiture,  our  fourth  brother  prefierring  to 
nanain  a  merchant  at  Curo ;  and  agreeing, 
m  the  event  of  our  £ulure,  to  purchase  the 
amle,  which  was  to  be  sent  to  him  as  a  sig- 
nal of  our  death.  The  fiU£  of  my  two  bro- 
thers you  know;  and  I,  I  have  been  fortu- 
Bate  eooogh  to  catch  the  children  of  die 
Bed  King,  who  are  powerfiil  genii,  under 
the  form  of  cora}  fishes,  as  you  see*  But,  in 
Older  to  obtain  the  treasure  itself  it  k  yet 
requisite  for  you  to  go  with  me  to  Fez  and 
MequiBex.''— ''  That,"  replied  Judar,  «'  I 
would  wifiingly  do^  were  I  not  bound  to  sup- 
port my  mcfdier  and  brothers."—- ^^  If  that 
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he  alV*  aiibwered    the  Mughribin,   *'     here 
ai'o  a  thousand  dinars,  to  keep  them  from 
starving,  and  in  four  months  you  will  be  at 
liome   again,  with  riches  enough  for  your 
whole    life."     Judar     gave    the     thousand 
dinars  to  his  mother,  bade  her  farewell,  and 
rset  forth,   seated  on  the  mule   behind   the 
Mughribin. 

When  they  had  travelled  some  little  time, 
Judar  remarked  that  they  had  no  provisions 
witli  them :    "  you  have  forgotten   the  kit* 
chen,"  said  he.     "Are  you  hungry?"  re- 
turned die    Mughribin.     Judar   replied  in 
the  affirmative.     "  Well,  we  will  dismount, 
give  me  the  portmanteau.     Say,  now,  what 
you  will  have  ?" — "  Some  bread  and  a  piece 
of  cheese.'* — "  Bread  and  cheese  !"  said  the 
Muffhribin,    "  have    vou    no    better   taste 
than    that  ?"  — "    Well    then,    a    roasted 
fowl—"—"   Good  !"— "    Rice    and   boiled 
meat."—"  Good  !"  —  "  Tarts.''  —  «  Good 
again  !"     Thus  Judar  went  on,   till  he  had 
named  four-and- twenty  different  dishes,  die 
Mughribin  still  crying  "  Good  !"  to  every 
one.     "  That  is  enough,  surely,"  said  Judar, 
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kl  hb  bow  flee  where  tbejr  are  to  eome 
The  Mqg^uribin  immedietdy  drew 
B  portma&teaa  a  g«ddeii  dishf  with  a 
chiffcen  opon  it :  and  m^  one  after 
hrao^bt  out  the  whole  tweoty-fiyur 
whidft  Jndar  had  cdled  fiyr;  and 
icy  had  diiied»  hanog  taken  out  also 
aid  ewer  of  gM  and  waabedt  be 
die  whole  in  the  portmaateau,  afl4 
the  mole  i^gainu  <<  Bow  br^  diink 
lid  the  Mughribiii,  **  have  we  got 
joimey  now?"— "I  know  notj*' 
replied  Jndar,  '^  hot  we  have  beoi  about 
two  hoon  on  the  wigr;'— ^  Right  t  **  r^ 
tamed  the  Mngfaribin ;  ^howcTer^  we  have 
infeBfldoiver  a  diatanee  that  usoally  re<iiiiiB$ 
aiMiiftdu  Thia  mule  is  ageniiifi»  who  in  one 
dqf  wiU  peifonn  a  twetronmith's  joiuxiey* 
Sor  ymir  coDvcnMiice^  I  hare  restrained  his 
spaed  a  little."  In  this  way,  the  portmanteau 
aappiyhig  all  dugr  waatadi  diey  proeeeded 
tilbfln  the  tth  daj^  th^amTednt  Mequin^a. 
MnMj  one  ooatteoosly  sainted  the  Mn* 
l^nbiay  as  be  passed  to  his  own  house; 
whece  a  maiden,  beantifid  as  die  snn,  and 
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languisliinnr  as  a  thirsty  gazelle,  opened  tl 
door   to  him;  and  said  to  the  mule,  aftc 
taking  the  portmanteau  from  its  back,  "  R< 
turn   thither    from  whence    thou    earnest. 
The  earth  instantly  opened,  and  then  closet 
airain  upon   tlie  mule.     ^'  God  be  praised,^ 
said    Judar,      *'  that    I    am    well    off    tht 
hack  of    such  a   steed  !''      His  eyes   were 
dazzled    at    the     splendour    and    immense 
wealth    displayed    in    the   saloon   they  had 
entered.     "  Rahmah,''  said  the  Mughribin 
to  his  daughter,  '*  bring  me  the  biigchah."* 
From  this  he  took  a  vest,  worth  at  least  a 
thousand  dinars,    and  put   it  upon  Judar, 
and  then  set  out  the  table  with  twenty-four 
dilferent  dishes,  as   before.     Thus  he  con- 
liiuied  for  twenty  days  to  present  his  guest 
evtuy  morning  with  a  dress  of  equal  value, 
and  every  evening   to  regale   him  with   as 
well  supplied  a  banquet.     On  the    twenty- 
lust  day,  the  Mughribin  ordered  two  mules 
m   he   saddled,    in   order  to    set    out    for 
the  treasury  of  Shamardal.     Arriving  at  a 
marshy  pool,  they  dismounted  on  its  banks ; 

*  A  kind  of  iwrtmanteau,  of  cloth  or  IcatJier. 
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a  DBBt  WIS  pitched,  in  which  were  put  two 

cnes^  oontuiiiiig  the  coral  fidies;  and  the 

dsies  being  sent  back  with  themoles,  theMu- 

gjkfibm  began  his  exorcisms,  which  he  conti- 

nwd  till  the  cases  opened,  and  the  fishes  came 

ftrdi,  aqrmg,  ^  Master  of  the  world !.  what 

dost  thoa  command?* — ^'  I  will  destroy  you 

isodB,"  answered  the  Mughribin,  '^  if  yon  do 

not  open  the  treasory  of  Shamardal  to  me."— 

""  It  shall  be  done,"  continued  they,  ^  on 

condition  that   Jndar,   the    fisherman,   be 

there;  far  it  is  written  in  the  book  of  fiite, 

that  in  his  presence  only  shall  it  be  done.'' 

Upon  this,  the  Mnghribin  took  a  plate  of 

01^  and  a  eraser ;  he  laid  the  fishes  on  the 

plate,  and  strewed  perinmes  upon  the  cen* 

ser*    ^  Now,"  said  he  to  Judar,  ''now  I 

most,  before  all  things^  teach  you  what  you 

have  to  do ;  for  when  I  have  b^un  to  bum 

die  perfume  in  the  censer,  I  shall  not  be 

able  to  speak  to  yoOi    As  I  continue  to 

bmn  more  and.  more    firankincense,    this 

water  wifl,  by  d^grees^  dry  up,  and  at  the 

bottom  of  the  pool  yon  will  see  a  gate  of 

gold;  knock  at  it  three  times,  and  you  will 
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hear  a  voice  call  aloud,  *  Who  knocks   ; 
the  door  of  tliis  treasury  ?*  Then  answer,  *  ] 
is  I,  Judar,  the  fisherman,  by  whom   it  i 
decreed  to  be  opened/  Upon  this,  the  porte 
will  come  forth  and  say,  '  Stretch  out  yoxx 
necky  that  I  may  strike  it  with  my   s^w^ox^ 
and  see  whether  you  be  the  true  Judajr- 
This  command  of  his  you  must  obey;    if  you 
stretch  out  your  neck,  no  harm  will  hap]3^ii 
to  you ;  but  if  you  are  afraid,  and  refuse    to 
do  it,  he  will  infallibly  kill  you.     ^Vhen  you 
have  thus  destroyed  this  first  enchantment, 
you  will  find  at  the  second  door  a 
man  with  couched  lance  ;  present  your 
som   to  him  boldly,  and  you   will  see    the 
phantom  vanish.     At  the  third  door  it  "will 
be  exactly  the  same,  nor  must  you  seek  to 
avoid  the  arrow  which  the  keeper  of  it  'will 
aim  at  you.  When  you  knock  at  the  fourth, 
seven  monsters  will  rush  out,  and  appear 
ready  to  devour  you ;  fly  not  before  them^ 
but  oiFer  them  your  hand,  and  they  will  im- 
mediately disappear.       At  the   fifth   door, 
you  will  find  a  black  slave,  who  will  ssy^ 
*  If  you   be  Judar,  open  the  sixth  door  !' 
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aad  tiik  will  open  of  itsd^  as  soon  as  you 
pnoooDce  tlic  names  of  Jaoses  and  Je» 
■a:  npo  dngvMis^  the  one  on  the  right, 
die  other  an  the  left»  will  then  csst 
iheBsdres  in  joor  way,  and  open  their 
■oastrooB  jaws:  bat  if  you  step  fay  them 
vhont  fear,  jon  will  readi  die  seTenth 
door.  Here  yon  will  see  your  mother 
flone  ooty  who  will  say,  ^  Welcome,  my 
m !  come^  let  me  emfarace  diee !'  But  you 
mat  ssy  to  her,  ^  Begone !  or  I  will  kill 
Aee  {'  then,  drawing  your  sabre,  dureaten 
tt>  $kf  her  an  the  spot,  if  she  does  not 
strip  off  her  dodiing.  When  this  has  been 
doac^yoa  can  enter  the  treasury,  where  you 
viU  see  the  magician  Shamardal,  sitting  on 
a  tinnne  of  gold,  with  a  shining  arown  upon 
^  head,  the  sword  in  his  hand,  and  the 
Mg^  seal-ring  upon  his  finger;  the  box  of 
hdiol  hangs  before  him  fiom  a  golden  chain. 
Yon  will  pooocffi  yourself  of  these  things 
vidumt  difficul^9  ^nd  return  safely  to  me, 
pronded  yon  exactly  follow  the  directions  I 
Ittre  given  yon*  As  for  the  rest,  depend 
«il;  upon  Divine  Providence." 

D  3 
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The  Mughribin  now  began  to  bum  tV 
incense,  with  manv  mysterious  words.  Th 
water  dried  up,  the  first  gate  became  visibiV^. 
and  all  happened  exactly  as  he  had 
told,  till  Judar  arrived  at  the  seventh 
from  which  he  saw  his  mother  approadi. 
All  the  preceding  dangers  and  enchant- 
ments he  had  easily  surmounted;  but  he 
felt  diat  he  should  be  moved,  when  he  had 
to  strip  his  mother  of  her  clothes. 

However,  he  took  courage,  and  threaten e^d 
to  kill  her   if  she  did  not  give  him  all  her 
narnients:  she  obeyed  till  she  came  to    the 
last,  when  she  said,  "  My  son  !  you  will  not 
surely  deprive  me  of  this  one  covering;    it 
would  violate  all  decency ;  no  one  can  have 
commanded   that  !*' — "  You  are  right,  mo- 
ther !"  replied  Judar,  "  keep  it,  that  cannot 
do  harm."     He  had  scarcely  uttered  these 
words,  when  she  cried,  "  Strike  him  !"  and 
he  felt  himself  surrounded  by  the  invisible 
genii  of  the  treasure;  their  blows  fell  on  him 
thick  as  hail ;  in  an  instant  he  repassed  the 
seventh  door,  which  closed  behind  him :  the 
water  returned,  and  he  was  cast,  half  dead, 
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at  die  Moghribin's  &eU  ^  Did  I  not  tell 
joo,*  said  he  to  Jadar,  ^  that  all  «rould  end 
faadlj,  if  yon  yielded  to  £dse  scruples?  All  is 
over  now  for  this  year ;  anew  trial  cannot  be 
iBsde  till  the  next.''  They  returned  to  Fez, 
and,  at  the  same  season  the  ensuing  year, 
icpaiied  to  the  spot  again.  The  Mughribin 
exhorted  Jodar  anew  to  show  no  delicacy 
lo  the  deceptiTe  form  of  his  mother ;  and  he 
according^  now  made  no  scruple  of  con^ 
pdling  her  to  strip  entirely,  and  just  as 
she  was  aboot  to  give  up  the  last  part  of 
her  dresBy  the  phantom  vanished.  Judar 
entered  the  treasury,  took  possession  of  the 
artificial  sphere,  the  sword,  the  ring^  and 
the  box  of  kohol,  and  departed  with  them 
amid  the  acclamations  of  the  spirits  of  the 
treasure.  He  gave  them  to  the  Mughribin, 
who  thanked  him,  and  requested  him  to 
say  what  he  desired  as  his  reward.  '*  I 
want  nothings"  said  Judar,  ^<  but  your 
wooderibi'  portmanteau."— <<  With  all  my 
heart,  my  child,"  said  the  Mughribin ;  *<  but 
as  that  only  supplies  food,  I  will  give  you 
soother  full  of  gold  and  diamonds,  which 

D  4 


56  THE    STORY    OF   JUDAR. 

will  enable  you   to  provide   for  all    your 
family,  and  to  begin  trade  yourself:   I  w^ill 
give  you  a  mule  and  slave  to  conduct  you 
home  also;  but  on  your  return,  be  careful 
to    reveal   nothing  of  what    has    passed." 
Judar  now  took  leave  of  the  Mughribin, 
and,  after  a  long  journey,  arrived  sale  at 
the  door  of  his  own  house  in  Cairo.      He 
found    his    mother    sitting,    dejected     and 
melancholy,   in  a  corner,   and    the    place 
stripped  of  eveiy  piece  of  furniture,    "  What 
are  you  doing,  mother?^'  said  he:  her  sur* 
prise    and  joy  at  the  sight  of  him  for  some 
time  deprived  her  of  utterance;  at  length 
she  related  to  him,  how  his  dissolute,    un- 
grateful brothers  had  squandered  away  the 
money  which  he  had  <jiven  her,  and  left  her 
almost  to  starvation.     "  Ah  !  but  to  remedy 
that,"  replied  Judar, "  I  have  here  a  portman- 
teau, which  supplies,  whenever  called  upon, 
the  most  delicious  banquets  in  the  world  !" — 
'*  Is   this  a   time    to  jest?"    continued    hi* 
mother,  "  do  I  not  see  that  it  is  empty?" — 
''  Jesting  apart,  dear  mother,"  said  Judar, 
"  what  do  you   wish  to  have  ?" — "  Bread, 
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wtf  dev  son !" — **  Bread !  you  diall  have 
a  better  meal  than  that,  mother — roast 
Battoo,  rioe^  gourd-sallady  hakliwah,  and 
shefheL"— ««  Enough  i  enough !"  cried  his 
nodier,  dunking  he  was  mocking  her. 
Judar  repeated  the  words  which  the  Mit* 
^bribin  had  taught  him,  and  then  drew  out 
aO  die  di&rent  dishes  he  had  namedL  His 
Biother,  to  her  great  astonidiment,  was  now 
inbnned  by  him  how  this  wonderful  port- 
manteftu  had  been  procured ;  butheb^ged 
her  earnestly  not  to  divn]^  the  story.  His 
brodiers  came  to  welcome  him  home^  and 
weie  invited  to  take  their  places  at  his  well 
supplied  taUe;  after  they  had  dined,  they 
would  fiiin  have  put  by  what  remained  for 
sapper,  bat  Judar  ordered  it  to  be  given  to 
the  poor,  promising  them  a  fresh  meal; 
and  at  night  he  entertained  them  sump- 
tuously indeed.  He  kept  them  thus  ten 
days  successively*  *^  Faith !"  said  the  two 
worthless  wretches,  our  brother  has  become 
a  magician,  to  entertain  us  thus,  without 
the  least  supply  in  the  kitchen.''  Taking 
advantage  one  day  of  his  absence,  they  drew 
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the  secret  from   their  motlier.     The    envv 
and  vexation  whicli  tliey  feh  at  this,  inspired 
them  witli  the  idea  ofirettinir  rid  of  Judar, 
who   tliey    believed   would    be    no    longer 
necessary    to   them,   if  they   coidd  but  get 
possession  of  the  portmanteau.      For    this 
purpose  tliey  repaired  to  Suez,   where  tliey 
soon  found  tlie  master  of  a  ship,  who  deaJt 
in  slaves,   and  liaving  deceived  him  with  a 
story,  of  their  haviiiff  a  worthless  fellow  of  a 
brotlier,  who  was  ruining  his  family,  agreed 
to  sell  Judar  to  liim  for  forty  dinars.     It  now 
remained   to    find  a   good   opportunity    of 
delivering  Judar  into  his  hands. 

The  two  brothers  therefore  beiriX^d  Judar 
to  allow  them  to  brintr  three  of  their  friends 
with  them  to  supper.  To  this  he  made  no 
objection,  but  provided  them  an  elegant 
repast ;  when  their  mother  had  withdrawn, 
the  three  men,  assisted  by  the  two  brothers, 
fell  upon  Judar,  gagged  him,  took  him  up, 
and  carried  him  to  Suez,  where  he  worked  a 
whole  year  as  a  slave.  In  the  mean  time, 
his  brothers  had  made  their  mother  believe 
that  the  three  guests  were  Mughribins,  who 
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lad  taken  Jodar  away  with  them  to  search 
kfr  new  treasures.  She  wept  bitterly  upon 
hearing  this,  and  they  insulted  and  ill-treated 
ha  tofT  the  tears  she  shed  for  Judar's  ab- 
sence.  They  divided  between  them  the 
gold  and  diamonds,  but  cx)uld  not  agree 
about  the  ponession  of  the  portmanteau.  In 
fiin  did  their  mother  propose  that  they 
ahonld  leaTe  it  with  her,  engaging  to  supply 
diem  from  it  with  whatever  they  desired  at 
aoy  time.  They  continued  to  wrangle  about 
it,  and  the  dispute,  in  the  course  of  the 
ni^bt,  rose  so  high,  that  the  guard  passing 
by,  and  hearing  the  noise,  stopped  at  the 
door  and  overheard  every  word  the  two 
biodiers  said  to  each  other. 

In  the  mormng  the  officer  of  the  watch 
repaired  to  the  king  Shamsaddaulah,  and 
informed  him  of  the  whole  affisiir.  The  king 
immediately  ordered  the  two  brothers  to  be 
brought  before  him,  took  from  them  the 
portmanteau,  and  the  gold  and  diamonds, 
east  them  into  prison,  and  allowed  a  certain 
sum  for  the  support  of  their  mother. 

Meanwhile^  the  vessel  on  board  of  which 
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Judar   was   detained    after  having   worked 
as  a  slave  for  a  whole  year,  suffered  ship. 
wreck  on  the  coast  of  Arabia.     A  merchant 
passing  by  felt  compassion   for  his  destitute 
condition,  and  took  him  with  him  to  Jidda^ 
and  from  thence  to  Mecca.     As  he  was  per- 
forming his  devotions  there,  he  met  his  old 
friend  the  Mughribin,  shaikh  Abdussamad. 
Judar,  with  tearful  eyes,  recounted  to  hinr> 
his  unhappy  lute.     The  Mughribin  listened 
to  him  with  great  commiseration  ;  presented 
him  with   a  handsome  vest,  and  tlien  pro- 
ceeded  to   examine   his   magic  tablets,    to 
discover   Judar's   future   destiny.     "  Be  of 
good  cheer,''  said  he,  '•  your  misfortunes  are 
over — your    brothers   are    in    prison — your 
mother  in  health — and  all   will  henceforth 
prosper  with  you."    Upon  this  he  took  from 
his  finger  the  ring  of  Shamardal,  saying  to 
Judar,  "  Here  is  somethins:  for  vou ;    vou 
know  that  the  genius  of  this  ririg  is  ready  to 
fulfil  your  orders,  be  they  what  they  may  : 
take  it,  you  are  now  its  master." — "  I  desire 
nothing  more  fervently,"  said  Judar,  "  than 
to  be  again  at  home." — *'  Well,"  replied  the 
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Mu^tuibm,  ^  you  need  then  only  call  upon 
lie  genius ;  and  so  farewell  !*'  Jndar  called 
upon  the  genius  of  the  rii^  and  was  carried 
in  a  moment  to  the  door  of  Ins  mother's 
Delighted  as  she  was  at  his  return, 
related,  in  great  distress  of  mind,  how 
sfae  feared  for  the  lires  of  his  brothers, 
wfe  were  yet  in  pris«3.  **  Be  not  con- 
oeriied  on  that  account,  mother,"  said  he^ 
^  you  shall  soon  see  them  again  in  perfect 
safety."  He  thencMrdered  the  genius  of  the 
ring  to  bring  his  brothers  thither.  When 
they  appeared  before  Judar,  they  were  in 
gieat  confusion  and  wept  for  shame.— 
^  Weep  not,"  said  he,  '^  the  demon  of 
cfarioe  tormented  you,  and  suggested  this 
eril  deed  against  your  brother ;  but  I  forgive 
ypo,  as  Joseph  forgave  hi»  brethren  for 
eastiiig  him  into  the  pit."  He  then  re- 
counted hb  adventures,  and  enquired  how 
Che  king  had  treated  them.  They  told  him 
that,  after  taking  from  tbein  the  portmanteau 
tnd  their  gold  and  jewels,  he  had  ordered 
them  to  be  bastinadoed.  *^We  will  soon 
have  all  again,*'  said  Judar,  and,  calling  on 
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the  genius  of  tlie  ring,  he  commanded  him. 
not  only  to  bring  all  the  treasures  of  the 
king  to  him,  but  to  build  him  that  night   a 
magnificent   palace,   and  furnish   it   splen- 
didly.    The  genius  called  together  his  com- 
panions, and  before  the  sun  rose  the  palace 
was  completed.     Quite  satisfied  with  it,  he 
gave  it  to  his  mother  as  a  residence,   and 
ordered  the  genius  to  procure  forty  black, 
forty  white,  and  as  many  Abyssinian  and 
Circassian  slaves.    The  females  he  appointed 
to  attend  his  mother,  and  the  males  for  the 
service  of  himself  and  his    brothers,   who 
acted  as  his  viziers,  he  himself  playing  the 
part  of  a  sovereign.     In  the  mean  lime  the 
keeper  of  the  royal  treasure,  on  entering  the 
rooms  where  it  was  kept,  was  overwhelmed 
with   surprise   to  find  them  utterly  empty ; 
for  the  genius  had  not  only  carried  off*  the 
portmanteau    and  jewels  that  belonged    to 
Judar,   but  also  every  other  article  in  the 
treasurv*     On   bein<;  informed  of  this  un- 
accountable  discovery,  the  king  was  equally 
surprised   and    enraged.      He  ordered  the 
divan   to  be  assembled,   and  informed  them 
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that  lie  had  now  not  a  single  piece  of  money 
in  his  possession.     No  one  knew  what  to 
advise :  the  officer  of  the  police,  who  had 
given  information  of  the  dispute  of  the  bro- 
thers, alcme  Tentured  to  speak.   <^  Sire,''  said 
he,   ^  still  mcnre  extraordinaiy  things  have 
oecorred;  as  I  went  my  rounds  last  night 
I  beard  the  noise  of  mallets  and  hammers, 
of  swws  and  trowels,  and,  with   the  rising 
wan,  bdield  a  splendid  palace,  of  which  the 
evening  before  not  a  sign  was  to  be  seen. 
I  enquired  by  whom  it  was  inhabited,  and 
was  told  by  Judar,  his  mother,  and  his  two 
iirochers,  who  have  escaped  from  prison." 
— **  Let  these  wretches,  this  Judar  and  his 
brothers;,   be   immediately  brought    before 
ffif,**  cried  the  king,  transported  widi  anger. 
^  Will  yoar  majesty  allow  me  to  suggest, 
^mt  you  diould  uot  take  any  precipitate 
step  in  this  affair  ?*  interrupted  the  vizier. 
*^  What  then  would  you  advise  to  be  done  ?" 
demanded  the  king.     <*  I  should  recommend 
you  to  entn^  him  by  apparent  kindness," 
replied  the  vizier :  ^^  let  your  majes^  invite 
jifpy  (o  courts  and  then  call  him  to  account 
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rt'specting  his   fortune,  thus  made  in  one 
nii'lit." 

Upon  this  the  king  dispatched  one  of  his 
emirs,  who   entertained  a    high  opinion  of 
his  own   inixeniiitv.     Wlien   lie  arrived    at 
the  gate  of  the  ])ahice,  he  found  the  chief  of 
ihc  eunuchs  sitting  there  upon  a  throne  of 
gold;  l)ut  he  neither  came  to  meet  him,  nor 
rvcn   rose  at  his  approach.     This  chief  of 
the    eunuchs    was   tlie   genius   of  the  ring 
himself.     Hie  emir,  olVended  at  this  want 
of  resjH'ct,  insuhed  him,  and  was  about   to 
strike  him  with  his  steel  mace,  for  he  knew 
not  that  he  had  a  genius  to  deal  with.     The 
latter,  however,  soon  forced  the  mace  from 
his  hand,  and   aj)phed   it   to  his  shoulders  ; 
the  attendants  of  the  emir  unsheathed  their 
swords    to    defend    their     master,    but    the 
genius  soon  put  them  to  flight,  and  quietly 
r(  siinud  his  phice.     The  emir,  with  one  eye 
hoinul    up,    and    his    back    sorely   bruised, 
threw    himself  at   the    foot  of  the    throne, 
The  king,   filled    with   anger  at  the  sight, 
dispatched  first  one  hundred,  then  two,  and 
at  last   three  hundred  of  his  guards;    but 
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tkcy  weie  all  baffled  by  the  chief  of  tbe 
^■niidB,  who^  faowevery  did  them  no  kijury 
dttthe  could  avoid. 

*^  SDre,**  said  the  Yizier,  ^  by  brce  we 
abaU  never  gaio  our  end;  I  will  go  myself 
ID  tbe  palace  as  a  minister  of  peaoe."  He 
then,  dad  in  white,  and  without  any  at- 
tendants or  arms,  appToeched  the  gate  of 
Jndar's  palace.  Having  sainted  the  chief 
of  tbe  ennndis,  he  requested  to  be  an- 
ooanced  to  liis  master,  to  wh<mi  he  had 
hmiight,  he  said,  an  invitation  from  the 
idag.  Jadar  received  him  courteously*  and 
presented  him  with  a  robe  superior  to  any 
in  tbe  king's  possession.  On  his  return 
to  tbe  royal  palace  he  reported  all  that 
bad  passed;  the  kingsaid»  ^  Why  then  he  is 
tar  greater  than  I  am:  I  will  go  immediately 
and  pay  him  tbe  fiist  visit."  Mounting  his 
horse;,  and  surrounded  by  his  guards,  he|nro» 
eeeded  straightway  to  die  palace  of  Jiidar» 
wbo^  when  he  was  informed  of  the  mo* 
natdi's  approach,  called  on  die  genius  of 
tbe  ring  to  supply  faim  also  with  a  well-ap* 
pointed  guard,  who  were  ranged  in  two  lines 
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in  tlie  court  of  the  palace.     The  king  trem- 
bled  when  he  observed  their  warlike  appear- 
ance ;  he  passed  through  them,  and  entered 
the  hall   where  Judar  sat,   but   he  neither 
rose    to   receive  him   nor   desired    him    to 
be  seated.     "  Your  majesty,"    said   Judar, 
"  should  never  forget  that  a  monarch    de- 
grades himself  when  he  plunders  and  vexes 
his  people  without  cause."     The  king,  who 
was   of  a   timorous  disposition,   was  much 
alarmed   at    the   tone  of  these  reproaches. 
He  however  excused  himself  with  as  much 
eloquence  as  he  could  command,  and  Judar 
was  mollified,  gave  him    his    own    kaftan, 
and  requested  him  to  dine  with  him. 

On  tlie  king's  return  to  his  own  palace, 
he  closeted  himself  with  his  vizier,  to  con- 
sult what  was  to  be  done  with  a  man  who 
possessed  such  dangerous  power.  "  I  fear," 
said  l,e,  «  that  he  will  soon  aspire  to  my 
crown  itself.-_u  sire,"  returned  the  vizier, 
"  ^7  ""^^^^  not,  I  think,  concern  yourself 
niuch  upon  that  point;  of  what  value  can 
3'our  crowii  bf»  t     i  • 

«»   the    prini       e,  ''''*' ''  '"  P""^^""  "^""^ 
i^-nices  of  the  world  ?      But  if  you 
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feir  him,  unite  him  to  your  iiunily  by  the 
bands  of  marriage ;  you  have  a  daughter  of 
a  marriageaUe  age.*' — *^  You  are  a  good  po- 
Ktidan,  my  dear  viader,"  replied  the  king, 
**  and  I  will  confide  to  you  the  direction 
of  tins  delicate  affiur." — *^  If  your  majesty/' 
said  the  vizier,  «  will  follow  my  advice,  in- 
vite Jodar  to  the  palace^  and  while-  he  is 
widi  yon  let  your  dai^ter  pass  the  door  of 
die  damher  swiftly;  swiftly  I  say,  that  she 
may  the  more  excite  his  curiosity.  As  Judar 
b  of  a  romantic  and  vivid  imagination,  rely 
upon  it  he  will  be  desperately  in  love  with 
a  beanty  of  whom  he  will  have  seen  so  little. 
He  will  ask  me  who  she  is,  and  I  shall  tell 
Inm  the  princess  your  daughter.  I  shall 
then  be  able  to  lead  him  on  to  ask  her  of 
yon  for  a  wife,  and  you  will  thus  be  able  to 
live  in  happiness  with  him  as  your  son-in- 
law." — **  You  are  right,*'  answered  the  kmg, 
and  gave  immediate  orders  for  preparations 
for  a  splendid  feast,  to  which  Judar  was 
hmted.  Dressed  in  all  that  could  set  off 
her  natural  charms,  the  princess  passed  be- 
fore the  door  of  the  room  where  Judar  was 
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dining  with  the  king  her  father.  Scarcely 
had  Judar  seen  her  wlien  he  gave  a  deep 
sigh,  and  appeared  to  be  much  agitated. 
^*  What  is  it  that  disturbs  you  ?"  said  the 
artful  vizier.  "  Ah  !"  replied  Judaj',  "  the 
beauty  who  passed  just  now  has  seized  on 
my  heart,  and  bewildered  my  head !" — 
"  That  beauty,"  returned  the  vizier,  "  is 
the  king's  daughter ;  and  I  am  certain  that 
were  you  to  ask  her  of  liim,  no  difBculty 
would  be  found  in  eifectintc  the  union  ;  but 
should  vou  feel  anv  liesitation,  I  will  take 
upon  myself  to  make  proposals  for  you  to 
the  king.''  Then  turning  to  that  monarch, 
lie  addressed  him  thus  : — "  Sire  !  Judar 
wishes  to  draw  the  bands  of  friendship 
which  now  exist  between  you  yet  closer 
by  those  of  relationship.  lie  loves  your 
daut^hter,  and  will  trladlv  uive  whatever  vou 
may  rec[uire  for  a  portion." — "  My  daugh- 
ter," said  the  king,  *'  is  at  his  command." 
The  next  day  was  then  chosen  for  the  mar- 
riage, which  was  celebrated  with  great  splen- 
dour. 

Soon  after  this  the   king  died,   and  tlie 
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dnnn  mmmiously  afTered  the  crown  to 
Jndar,  bj^  whom  it  was  accordingly  ac- 
cepcied.  He  bnilt  a  mosque  and  endowed  it 
viddy ;  and  the  quarter  of  the  ci^  where  bis 
pahoe  stood  is  yet  called  by  his  name.  His 
faffothers,  who  were  his  Tiziers,  however,  stOI 
felt en^y gnawing  at  dieir hearts;  diey  could 
not  endure  the  thought  of  being  their  bro- 
dier^s  aervants,  and  formed  a  conspiracy  foi^ 
hk  destruction.  For  this  purpose^  having 
invifeed  him  to  a  superb  fisast^  thqr  gave 
Urn  poiaoD*  Hardly  had  it  begun  to  ope- 
rate when  Selim,  taking  the  ring  from  Judar, 
eaBed  upon  the  genius  to  destroy  Salih; 
and  Aen  ordering  the  divan  to  assemble, 
declared  himself  as  possessor  of  the  xingi 
possessor  of  the  kingdom  also.  The  gran- 
dee^ too  timid  to  resist,  paid  him  their 
homage  and  proclaimed  him  king. 

The  first  step  of  the  new  monarches,  after 
giving  directions  for  the  funeral  of  die  late 
kin^  was  to  order  preparations  to  be  made 
for  his  own  marriage  with  the  widow.  The 
divan  in  vain  b^ged  him  to  wait  till  the 
time  of  mourning  was  over.    ^*  I  shall  not 
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concern  myself  about  that,"  replied  the  ty- 
rant, "  she  shall  this  night  comply  with  my 
wishes."  In  consequence  of  this  the  mar- 
riage-contract was  drawn  up,  and  the  prin- 
cess was  informed  of  the  king's  design, 
'*  Let  him  come,"  said  she,  ''  I  know  how- 
to  receive  him."  Meeting  him,  therefore, 
with  the  greatest  apparent  kindness,  she 
lianded  to  him  a  cup  of  poisoned  sherbet, 
and  then  taking  tlie  ring  from  his  finger, 
and  the  magic  portmanteau  from  the  trea- 
sury, she  reduced  the  former  to  powder  and 
tore  the  latter  to  pieces,  that  none  might 
again  abuse  the  power  which  they  conferred,, 
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AJVI>  JTA YATAI 


^^%    fiu-  advanced   in    a^e,     lie     'w 

/y^th  the  birth  of*  a  sojx^     tx>  ^mrlioixi 

^^  name   of  Ardashixv    azmdl  -vHio 

/^ted  with  the  grestt/ssV    csure    at  h 

xxm,  tin  he  was  fiFtteexi  ye^xs  €ylfa^ 

At  that  time  ther-e  r-^igned  in  Ii 

turned  Abdul  K&dii-*   w^ho    had  a 

of  such  extreme  beaory^     tliat  she  n 

Hayatahmfus  (or   the   life    <><"  souls) 

and  emperors  had    sougliC    her  in  i 

bat  all   had   hitherto     b««i    re^ecte 

fiidier,   in    conseque«c«     of  the  in^ 


antipathy    the    princess     eaipressed  i 

-     -  -    sbe     ^rould  rati 


awiqr 


her  own  life  tbam  anhmit  to  it 
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Prince  Ardashir  had  heard  so  much  of 
the  beauty  of  the  princess,  that  he  never 
ceased  importuning  his  father  on  the  subject, 
till  he  sent  an  ambassador  to  request  her  in 
marriage  for  him,  but  who  received  the  sarae 
denial  as  all  others  had  done  before  him. 

KiniT  Saifulazim  was  mucli  irritated  at 
this: — ^'  How!"  said  he,  "  is  a  king,  as 
l^owcrful  as  I  am,  to  be  treated  thus?  They 
>hall  repent  it !''  He  then  gave  orders  for 
assembling  his  army,  and  avowed  his  inten- 
tion of  lavinjT  waste  Irak  with  fire  and  sword. 
Prince  Ardashir,  however,  who  on  tlie  first 
news  of  his  being  rejected  had  kept  his  bed, 
now  arose,  and  going  to  his  fatlier,  kissed 
the  ground  before  his  throne,  and  addres:  etl 
him  thus: — *'  Great  kino:  do  not  trouble 
yourself  to  make  warlike  j>reparations  ;  you 
are  able,  without  doubt,  to  overrun  the  ter- 
ritories ofthcenemv,  to  destroy  his  armies 
and  himself;  but,  when  the  princess  shall 
learn  the  death  of  her  father,  she  will,  as  an 
affectionate  daughter,  probably  destroy  her- 
self— and  I  shall  not  survive  her  death.*' 

**   W'^ell,    then,    what  is   vour   wish,    mv 
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ddU  ?^  aaid  the  king.  <"  My  inteBtioB,  woiild 
jaa  permit  me  to  do  it,"  rqfdied  Anfaaliir, 
*^  was  to  enter  the  capital  of  Kiog  Abdnl 
Sadir,  in  tlie  disguise  of  a  meisciMBt,  and 
Hy  whether  fiue  would  not  ^oiiit  ont  there 
sonemeansof  attaining  nqr  end."  Hisfa^ 
ther,  after  conaideraUe  heskalKHiy  com* 
mamirad  his  viaer  to  approach:  '^  I  am 
abooty^'  said  he,  ^  to  entrust  to  jou  n,  com- 
WKJmfm  of  fax  greater  conseqveace  4mn  the 
one  yoo  hare  latdy  peribrmed*    You  shall 

my  beloved  son,  who  is  heai 
stealing  in  disgwe  into  the  country  of 
Abdnl  Kadir;  to  yon,  Aen,  Iicemmit  him: 
he  wmtchfiil  over  the  aon  of  jwur  master  P^ 

He  then  ordered  dK  IveasHrylo  he  open* 
ed,  and  gave  Aydnshtr  ridi  stoilBy  htaoeletSy 
ffiagps  aad  diamonds  of  inesrimaWe  Tahie, 
besides  three  hundred  thousand  pieces  of 
gsld.  £rery  thing  being  in  aeadingw,  he 
look  a  prirate  fiireweB  ef  his  fisitfaer,  and  set 
aai  atteadcd  by  the  viaier  and  amne  dayes. 
Scarody  had  he  jeachad  the  high  road, 
when,  giving  loose  to  iiis  poetic  fimcy,  he 
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*•  The  vehemence  of  mv  desires  knows  no 
"  hounds  ;  aorainst  the  cruehv  of  mv  destinv 
"  I  am  without  resource. 

"  When  I  survey  the  Pleiades,  they  ap- 
"'  pear  to  me  like  sparks  of  love.  Absorbed 
"  in  delightful  visions,  I  gaze  on  them  till  I 
"  see  the  morning  star  arise. 

*'  Yet,  patience  !  till  Heaven  favours  my 
"  wishes,  and  makes  my  enemies  ashamed  !  *' 

Whilst  he  was  repeating  these  words,  he 
was  so  overcome  by  excess  of  passion,  that 
he  fainted.  The  vizier  bathed  his  face  with 
water,  and,  on  his  recovery,  said  to  him, 
"  Yes,  patience,  patience,  my  prince,  is  all 
you  require  to  ensure  your  success.  Pa- 
tience is  the  key  of  delight."  The  prince 
listened  attentively  to  the  words  of  the  vizier, 
but  could  not  restrain  his  tears,  which  flowed 
abundantly.  The  vizier  continued  to  sav 
all  that  he  could  to  comfort  and  encourage 
him;  and  they  thus  travelled  onward,  till, 
one  evening,  they  perceived  the  white  walls 
of  a  town,  gilded  by  the  last  rays  of  the  set- 
ling  sun.  ''  Behold,"  said  the  vizier,  "  the 
end  of  our  journey !"     And  the  prince,  who 
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delisted  at  the  sight  of  the  town  iit- 
hahilfd  by  his  beloYed,  hastened  onward  to 
the  gale.  When  they  had  entered  and 
femid  a  khan,  they  dismounted,  hired  three 
warehoases  to  contain  their  goods,  and  re- 
Bained  that  evening  in  their  lodging,  to  rest 
after  the  fiitigues  ef  their  journey.  On  the 
foOcmmg  morning  the  vizier  addressed  the 
prince  thns : — ^*  My  advice  would  be,  that 
yoQ  dKMild,  in  the  first  place,  take  care  to 
nake  yoniself  known  to  the  principal  mer- 
chants, and  establish  yourself  well  in  the 
iiaaaar ;  and  in  this,  with  .your  person  and 
manner,  you  can  hardly  faiL" — '*  I  submit 
■lyselC  returned  the  prince,  ^*  entirely  to 
your  guidance  i'*  and  having  (kessed  them* 
selves,  they  accordingly  left  their  khan,  and 
walked  fiirth  into  the  streets  of  the  town* 
Every  one,  as  they  passed,  was  struck  with 
the  beauty  of  the  prince.  **  It  must  be  the 
keeper  of  paradise  himself  descended  upon 
earth,"  isaid  they.  Having  reached  the 
bazaar  where  rich  stuffi  were  sold,  they  were 
accosted  by  a  venerable  old  man,  who  der 
sired  to  know  what  they  were,  seeking.    ^  A 
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sliop,  for  this  my  son,"  said  the  vizier ;    ** 
wish  to  establish  him  in  trade,  and  beg  tha 
you  will  introduce  him  to  the  syndic  of  thi: 
bazaar." — "  I  mvself  am  he,"  returned   the 
old  man ;  and,  calling  for  one  of  his  assis- 
tants, he  ordered  him  to  open  several  shops 
which  were  to  be  let.     Tlie  vizier  chose  the 
most  splendid  one,  which  was  finely  carved 
and  richly  gilt,  and  on  the  following  morn- 
ing the  prince,   having  had  his  goods  con- 
veyed to  it,  took  possession,  attended  by  three 
handsome  vouths  of  amiable  manners  as  as- 
^istants.     After  the  vizier  had  earnestly  anil 
repeatedly  implored  him  to  be  careful  not 
to  betray  himself,  and  requested  to  have  a 
dailv  account  from  him  of  all  that  occurred, 
he  returned  to  the  khan.     The  beauty  of  the 
vounu:  merchant  soon  drew  the  notice  of  the 
town   to   his  shop:  customers  flocked  to  it 
from  all  (quarters ;  and  more  than  one  lady 
of  rank  lost  her  slippers  in  the  crowd.     The 
prince  conducted  himself  most  dexterously  in 
his  newsituation,  and  the  vizier  visited  theshop 
from  time  to  time  to  see  what  was  passing. 
One  dav,  an  old  woman,  very  handsomely 
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jaad  attended    fay  two  beant 
si^T^Bs,     entered,     and    sainted 

eeir  e^cr  taia^^ 
rererence  to  ag^  be^ggedWrtc 
AfW  side;^  ^  f^roBi  wfacnoe  oo 
^^Hk^  ^y  h^ndsanob^  yauth  7^  said  the  idd  ^ 
^^n.  ^  rrt^ixk  Indifllr  gpoA  mother/' 
^^^XBoi  be;   ^^  luicl  1  intead  residing  here 

H^iBc  dsose/* "  Xf  j^oti  lia«e  any  articles  p 

XicaJsriy  rich  ojr  curioiifi^^  continued  she, 
dKmU  be  bappy  ^  s«  tiiem;  but  I  ft 
voB.  tfami  yo^  need  osily  shew  me 
.Ltly  pieces  jro«  tove----"  ThaV  . 
^^^.^bi,  «  I  sfa«U  tote  care  to  do;  bat 
«k«J,    in  record    to  whom  I  shall  h 


\ 


wa  then  P*°**^^  j^    believe,"  continued : 
y  taenBe  ^■****^j^    never  y**  been  any  thi 


„  du*  tti«r«   ^Tl-— »»»       Th«  old  mnniin  < 
lie  ibi»  -«»  ***^  4, 
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pressed  her  admiration  of  it,  and  desired   tc 
know  its  price.     This,  in  spile  of  all  her  so- 
licitations, he  refused  to  name,  sayin^r,    ««  J| 
the   princess  disdain   to  accept  it,  do  you^ 
good  mother,  keep  it,  as  a  small  mark 
my   respect   for  you/'     Quite  charmed    at 
tliis  noble  way  of  transacting  business,    she 
requested  to  know  the  name  of  so  liberal  a. 
merchant      "  Ardashir,'*  said  the   prince- 
"  Ardashir !"    rejoined    the    old    woman ; 
•'  why  that  is  a  name  seldom  given  but  to 
princes,  and  you  appear  to  be  a  merchant!*' — 
"'  The  name  I  bear  is  but  little  to  the  pur- 
pose," replied  he ;  "  I  am  not  the  less  what 
I  appear  to  be."      Pleased  with  his  amiable 
manners,  and  somewhat  suspicious   of  the 
truth,  the  old  woman  addressed  him  thus: — 
*'  My  child,   confide  your  secret  to  me;   1 
promise  you  the  most  profound  silence,  and 
may,  perhaps,  some  time  or  other,  be  of  use 
to   you."      Ardashir    now   laid   his  hands 
within  her's,  and  receiving  from  her  a  pro- 
mise of  inviolable  secresy,   avowed  his  love 
for  the  princess,  but  kept  his  rank  concealed. 
*'  You  are  in  love,"  said  the  old  woman* 


^^MdgaWB  AND  UAYATAJ.NWU&, 

^^  ^ ^'^  rkA/ SO  &r,  so  weU.  But  ^ 
f^jL_^^  -ajp  dild,  jon  are  jct  but  a  m 
^^■^^ ;  ifjTou  uspire  to  a  match  which  si 
^^  yoa  in  rmok^  look  out  for  the  daugfa 


or  oollector  of  the  reveni 

^^    he  nor  ireak  enou^    to    fix  your  afi 

^■^  OQ  a  princess     on  a.  princ^ess  tcx)»  ii 

^^oiis  nothing   of  the    world,    who   ne 

^««^  her  palace,  who  is  a  prodigy  of  gen 

•^  beauty,  the  »le  heiress  of  ibe  kingdi 

*^  ^  dear  to  her  fether  3slM»^fe*     F 


yoonelft  my  cbUd,  wx«*  -«-  ho, 
^  advice    for  y 


«  J«.  How  ?^    9tud   the  pni 


'  tiie  enurs  or  oi   »»»■= 


way. 

procorii^ 

■  of  t*»e  -w^iJ"*^'. 

'lu*      «*  Mv  mother,        »*" 

f^^uaunend  me  '**  ^     It  is  not  ambit 

*»  is  my  headtli*t  aclic«  r 
-^k  fa  lo^e  Ou.*  »-^««^    ™   my  heart.     I, 
ll^  ^r^  l«lt.  tne  »*>*  =     only  cany  to  1 
io«t,  if  yoo  Help  .^    ^  ^.^  j 

« c«^«w«  me"  '  ■  ■•**  _      * 


^^'.r*^    old  womim,  -flfected  at 


* 
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violent  passion  of  the  young  merchant, 
sentetl,  and  the   prince   immediately  ivrot 
as  follows: — 

"  Oh,  Hfe  of  my  soul  !  I  have  lost  in; 
*'  peace.  I  pass  the  night,  wakeful  as  th« 
"  stars.  Have  compassion  on  a  heart  trans- 
"  ported  by  thy  beauty  !  If  no  ray  of  hope 
**  cheer  me,  I  shall  quickly  perish  !'* 

Ardashir  folded  up  this  letter,  kissed  it, 
and  gave  it  to  the  old  woman,  forcing  ano* 
ther  purse  of  a  hundred  dinars  upon   her. 
This  slie,   however,  made    some  scruple    of 
accepting,  but  was  fain  at  length  to  yield  to 
the  importunity  of  the  prince.     After   this 
amicable   contest  was  over,   she   kissed  his 
hands  and  returned  to  the  palace,  meditat- 
ing all  the  way  how  she  should  best  execute 
the  very  delicate  commission  with  which  tlie 
young  merchant  had  charged  her.     "  Prin- 
cess," said  she,  while  she  kissed  the  ground 
before   her,   ^*  I  have  brought  you  a  stuffy 
which,  in  splendour,  as  far  surpasses  allyoii 
have  ever    seen,  as   the  young  man  from 
whom   I   received   it  surpasses   in    beauty 
all  I  ever  beheld." — "  And   who  then    is 
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ib»  ycmog  mm  ?'    replied    the  ] 

^  He  » An  Indian  metduattt**  said  the  old 

vom«e,  *^  who  has  gi^oi  me  a  piece  of  gold 

9ie£^  jBlerwoven  wi«b  pearls  and  dianKmd% 

m (be most deiicateand admindde  designs;'' 

Ssgrag  tUs^  die  spread  it  out  befere  the 

jpwifw,  whowasdaaikd  with  itas|dandoni^ 

and  in  adminuion  at  the  ezqnistte  taste  dse» 

pisjfed  in  k»     ^  This  is  indeed,''  said  Jm  to 

hcBK%  ^  n  noicUefls  picoe;  a  whole  year^ 

tepenne  o£mj  fiither^s  kingdom  wtU  harcBjr 

Then  tunning  to  the  old  woman^  *<  Is  it 
iodced  iroes  a  mordiant  yon  hare  leceised 
sn  artide  of  snch  gieat  valne?"  said  shsb 
**  Certainly^  princess !"  was  the  aasweiL 
"*  la  he  oatahliffhed  hexe^orovij  a  dvreUer  ?" 
iafoired  tbe  prineess  further.  **  He  haa 
eol^  jnat  arrivedt"  refdtad  the  ofaLwomen^. 
*^bat  tlie  whole  city  18  fiUed  already  with  the 
fcaee  of  his  beaaty  and  riches ;  you  must 
peeaa  thmgh  a  perfect  mnltitnde  to  get  near 
Usskop.  And  then^  what  features  he  has! 
tad  what  a  shape!  Ah!  if  I  were  but  some 
yeans  yomger  !*' — ^  And  what  price  does 

K  6 


\ 


84  ARDASHIR    AND    IIAYATALNUFUS. 

he  ask  for  it?"    interrupted   the  princess. 
"He    refuses    to  take    any   thing  for  it;   in 
vain  did  I  press  him  to  say  what — I  could 
only  get  from  him,   that   it  was    made   for 
you,   and   that   if  you  disdained  to   accept 
it,    I     might    even    keep   it  myself." — '*  I 
am   sensible/'  said    the   princess,  "  of   the 
generosity  of  such  conduct,  but  some  service 
at  least  must  be  done  him  in  return;  did 
you  ask  him  whether  there  were  any  favour 
he  would  wish   to  be  granted  him?" — "  I 
did,"  said   the  old   woman,  "  for  the  same 
idea  occurred  to  me,  and  his  answer  was, 
*  that  the  only  service  I  could  render  him 
would  be  to  lav  this  letter  at  vour  feet.'  " 
The  princess    inmiediately    took  the  letter 
and  began  to  read  it,  but  had  scarcely  look- 
ed at  the  first  line  when  her  colour  changed, 
and  she  became  agitated  by  the  most  violent 
anger.     "  What  say  you    now  to   this,  in- 
solent ?"    cried    she,  "who  dares   to  write 
love  to  me  ?  i^y  the  water  of  the  well  Zem- 
zem  !    nothing   but   pity    keeps   me    from 
ordering  his  hands  and   feet  to  be  cut  off, 
and  then  having  him  hanged  at  the  entrance 
of  the  bazaar." 
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The  old  Trotnan    ^iras  quite  OTerwhelmed 

hjr  these    irojxls.       She   tiimed  pale,   azid^ 

timihling  in  e^ex^r  Umb^  remained  for  some 

Bunotes    sileDt    sod   disconcerted.     By  de- 

gree^  faonFever,    sbe   r^ained  her  .courage 

and  reoallectioiv     and  said,    *' Pardon  me, 

martamj  perhaps   jroa  judge  too  seyerely — 

peih^is  it  is   ooljr  some  humble  request." — 

No^  no  f  nars^   it   is  in   Terse :  did  any  one 

ever  see  a  petitioa  in  verse  ?    Tliis  merchant 

ttasC  be  macly  or  ^rearjr  of  his  life,  to  expose 

hhaself  to   such,  3saigl&ri    perhaps,  indeed, 

lie  is  the  miserable  tool  of  some  prince,  and 

is  employed    to  ingratiate  himself  into  my 

&fOor,    and    tben    deliver  the  city  to  the 

enemj.*' **  But,  * '    repKed  the  old  woman, 

«how  can  sueh  »  design  concern  you  ?  or 
vhy  should  it  giv«  T^^  *®  ^^^^  trouble? 
YoQ  are  too  powerfixUy  guarded— you  dwell 
in  a  proud  paljwse,  inaccessible,  not  only  to 
m«iViwi^^  bat  to  miatnre  itself.  The  birds 
ftutter  round  your  windows,  but  cannot 
eoler  at  them  ;  the  wind  dare  not  raise 
your  curtains,  nfia  the  light  itself  must  steal 
Ihmoghyour  U^^oces.      Thusexalted  abore 
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all  fear  and  suspicion,  you  would  not  surely- 
compromise  your  dignity  by  answering    this 
poor  youtli  yourself.     You  can  threaten  him 
with  death  if  he  dares  to  persist  in  his  foJJy  : 
write  only  the  most  severe  and  bitter  thin^s^ 
for  he  deserves  them.     This  is  the  only  way 
to   bring  him    back    to  the  reason    he  has 
lost." 

The  princess  was  for  some  time  undeter* 
mined  wliat  to  do ;  but  as  she  was  a  perfect 
mistress  of  composition,  and  wrote  with  great 
beauty,   she  felt  some  inclination  to  express 
her  anger  in  verse.     And  where  is  the  mai- 
den, wlio  makes  verses,  who  could  resist  the 
temptation   of  sucli  an   opportunity  of  dis- 
playing her  talent  ?    Calling  then  for  paper 
and  ink,  she  wrote  as  follows  : — 

"  Miserable  being !  who  assertest  that,  tor- 
*'  tured  by  love  for  me,  thou  passest  the  night 
"  in  watching  !  why  dost  thou  not  address 
"  the  moon  ? — from  which  thou  wouldst 
"  sooner  gain  a  hearinij  than  from  me. 

*'  Be  more  prudent  and  less  bold.  This 
"  is  the  only  counsel  I  can  give  thee.  For 
"  if   thou    shouldst   presume     to    make  a 
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alteiiipt,  thy  life  will  answer  for  it 
**  on  die  gtbbeL** 

Shetben  folded  up  the  letter,  and  gave  it 
to  tbe  old  womtLU,  who  repaired  with  it  to 
the  prinoe'is  shop. 

Ardaahir  was  quite  del^hted  at  the  sight 
of  a  letter;  but,  iriienhehad  read  it,  heshed 
ieaf&  ^  What  is  the  matter  with  thee,  my 
difld  ?"  said  the  dd  woman,  '*  should  yon 
noi  deem  yonrsdf  happy  m  having  gained 
tf?" — ^Ahl  but  what  an  answer  r* 
ArdaAir,  *^  can  she  do  more  than 
^hrm^tmn  mf  life,  if  I  ventoTe  to  address 
heragain?  Yet,  be  it  so !  I  will  rather  die 
than  not  write  to  her!*'  And  he  immediatety 
wrote  as  fidlows: — 

"^  Thy  threat  is  so  for  firom  terrific,  that 
**  death  would  be  preferred  by  me  to  an 
^  existeBcse  which  oal^  prolongs  my  tor>- 
^  ments.  Yet oondescend  to  hayecompaasion 
**  on  me !  There  is  no  object  more  worthy 
^  of  compaasioii  than  an  unhappy  loven^' 

This  answer  he  handed  to  the  nurse  with 
a  pieaent  of  two  mare  pmses,  eadu  contain- 
ing a  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  which  she 
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refused   for    some  time,  but  at  length    ac- 
cepted.    When  she  came   to    the  princess^ 
she  hiid  the  letter  on  the  ground  before  her, 
without    saying    one  word.      The  princes.*;, 
who  was  as  inquisitive  as  she  was  irritable, 
this    time    restrained    her    anger.     "  Good 
heaven,    nurse  !"  said  she,  "if  this  corres- 
pondence   should    be    discovered !      I    am 
alarmed   at  the  verv  ihouirht  of  it.'*     With 
these  words  she  took  up  the  letter,  however, 
to  read.     Then   she  wrung  her  hands  anil 
exclaimed,  "  Is  there  then  no  way  of  setting 
this  maduian  right  ?  \W»  have  engaged  in  a 
fme  business  truly!" — '•^  Madam,"   replied 
the  old  woman,  "  I  would  write  to  him  once 
more,  if  I  were  in  your  place,  and  threaten 
to  luive  him  beheaded.     Perhaps  that  might 
make  a  greater  impression  on  him  than  the 
menace  of  havin'j:  him  handed." — "  Nav," 
returned  the  princess,  '*  I  must  not  stop  at 
bare  threats ;   I    am  determined  to  do  as  I 
sav,  should  he  trouble  me  iiaain.''    She  then 
wrote:  — 

'*'  Oh  thou,  whom  the  blindness  of  passion 
"  has  led  astrav  !  why  seek  est  thou  not  to 
"  scale  heaven  itself? 
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^  Hear  my  advice;  cat  the  thread  of 
oorrespoDdence,   or  the  thread  of  thy  life 
shall  be  cot  by  the  sword." 

On  reading  this,  Ardashir  was  for  a  con* 
sderaUe  time  miable  to  speak.  ^  Let  not 
yoor  ooarage  sink,  my  child;"  said  the 
mirse :  **  r^fy  to  it  again  as  tenderly  as 
powriblej  and  I  will  at  last  procure  you  an 
interriew  with  her,  as  sore  as  that  I  speak 


Let  ns  see  what  Arda^fr«  inspired  with 
aew  oonrage  by  the  words  of  the  nurse, 
wrote  to  the  princess  : — 

**  Is  there  a  heart  that  is  not  touched  by 
*^  die  soflferings  of  a  fiiithful  lover  ?  Is  there 
^  a  soul  that  remains  unaffected  by  the  ago- 
^  nies  of  an  ill-requited  love  ? 

^  Canst  thou  not  be  moved  by  one  in 
**  constant  war  with  an  irresistible  passion, 
^  and  who  knows  not  the  fear  of  death?" 

This  letter  was  accompanied  by  a  present 
of  three  purses  to  the  old  wmnan,  who  re- 
tomed  with  it  immediately  to  the  princess. 
Scarcely  had  the  latter  read  it,  when,  casting 
it  on  the  ground,  with  all  the  marks  of  the 
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most   violent   indignation,    she   started    uj 
put  on  lier  gold-cnibroidered  slippers,  anc 
without  uttering  a  single  word,  hastened  t* 
the  apartments  of  the  king  her  father.     He, 
face  glowed  with  passion,  and  all  her  slave: 
trembled  at   her  anger.     Inquiring  for  the 
king,    she  was   told  that  he  had  gone  out 
upon  a  h  tin  ting-party  ;  without  making  any 
further  observation,  she  returned  to  her  owj\ 
apartments,    where  she  continued  walking 
up  and   down    so   long,    as    to   evince    the 
agitation  slie  must  be  m  who,  accustomed 
to  recline   upon    her  sofa,  could  pace  her 
room,   as  she  now  did,  for  three  hours  to- 
gether.   At   length,  liowever,  whether  her 
j'age  was  abated,   or  her  fatigue  too  great, 
she    sat   down  :    then    only    the    old  nurse 
ventured  to  ask  where  she  had  been.     "  To 
my  father,"  said   the  princess,  "  to  inform 
him  of  the  insult  to  majesty,  and  treason  to 
the  stiite,  this  base  merchant  has  committed  ; 
and   to  have  him  and  all   his  confederates 
hanged — as  a   warning  to  all  foreign  mer- 
chants, how  they  presume  to  act  as  he  has 
done.     I  have   not  seen   the  king  yet,   but 
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at  waidng  his   returii^'' ^^  Mercifitl  hn^ 

rtn  P*  cried  the  oftd  ^womaii,  ^  and  could  so 
weaatHfe  sxid  prudent  a  prinoess  take  sotbA 
aad  xocomiderate  a  step^  and  risk  your  bo- 
so!  Let  OS  suppose  that  yoa  bad 
be  king,  aixl  that  be  had  ordered  the 
_  laaa  to  be  baz^ed  on  the  spot;  what 
rcpuils  'iPDvdd  tbere  not  bave  been  propo* 
pled  tfaroi^b  tbe  dty  ?  One  would  have 
Old  that  be  bad  sougbt  to  seduce  you ;  aocK 
Aer,  that  be  bad  sueoeeded  *  a  third  would 
ha?e  reported,  that  the  young  merdianthad 
been  concealed  twenty  days  in  your  apart- 
meats ;  and  a  fourth  ivoold  have  reported, 
chat  Ardasbir  bad  earried  you  off  ia  the 
ngbc  Ab,  princeaa?  the  honour  of  a 
maiden  is  Uke  pure  milk— die  least  dust 
soSa  it,  tbe  least  aod  makes  k  cur^e.    Be- 


Yoa  are  right,  I  beJievc^''  said  the 
cess;  **  but  so  transported  with  anger 
I,  cbat  I  kxscyw  not  what  I  should  have 
imd  aw  done,  had  I  met  with  my  father/'— 
«  Howerer,^  said  tbe  old  woman,  «*  let  us 
cndearoor    to     dra«^  «>"»«  advantage  from 
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what  you  liavc  done.  Your  lea\'inp^  your 
own  ])art  of  the  palace,  to  visit  your  father 
ill  his,  will  soon  be  the  talk  of  the  whole 
citv.  This  vounff  man  will  hear  of  it,  as 
well  as  every  one  else.  I  should  advise  you, 
then,  to  let  him  know  that  vou  went  to 
vour  father  onlv  to  have  his  own  insolence 
punished  ;  and  that  the  vain,  young,  love- 
sick fool  would  have  been  cut  hito  a  thou- 
sand pieces  on  the  s]3ot,  if  you  had  found 
vour  father." 

The   princess,    who    highly  approved    of 
this,  wrote  thus  : — 

*'  Pride  has  caused  the  ruin  of  many 
'"  kings;  it  was  th.e  cause  of  the  angels'  fall. 
'*  Beware,  or  it  will  cast  tliee  into  destruc- 
tion, who  art  neither  kinir  nor  anirel ! 

At  the  moment  1  Mritethis,  thouwouldst 
be  no  more,  had  mv  roval  father  not  been 

ft'  V 

''  hunting  in  the  woods  when  I  sought  him. 

•'  Had  a  ])rince  dared  to  do  what  thou 
'*  hast  done,  ho  would  have  been  punished 
'*  by  my  father's  armies.  For  a  wretch  like 
'^  thee,  the  scaffold  is  the  only  punishment." 

"  Here,   nurse  !"  said  she,  "  the  contents 


u 

a 
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of  this  will  sarelj  free  me  from  the  repeti- 
tioo  of  this  merchant's  insolence.*' 

Ardashir  was  much  affected  by  this  ten* 
der  epistle.  **  Ah,  mother  !"  said  he  to  the 
old  woman,  *'  I  feel  my  patience  leaving 
me." — **  Keep  it  yet,  my  son,"  replied  she ; 
^  write  to  her  again,  I  will  answer  for  a  good 
end  to  all  at  last."     This  was  his  letter: — 

"^  Why  send  me  to  the  scaffold  ?  Am  I 
^  not  alrendy  dying  in  tortures  ? 

'  All  I  b^  of  heaven  is,  that  I  may  die 
**  with  as  mndi  firmness  as  I  have  shewn  in 
'*'  enduring  the  torments  you  have  made  me 
•*  suffer.'' 

This  billet  was  accompanied  by  four 
pones  of  gold  to  the  old  woman. 

She  had  scarcely  entered  the  apartment 
of  the  princess,  when  the  latter  addressed 
her :  ^  Well,  has  he  dismissed  his  auda- 
cious hopes?  I  doubt  it  not,  but  here  is 
his  last  letter,  in  which,  I  suppose,  you  will 
find  an  acknowlec^ment  of  his  past  foUy, 
and  a  sincere  promise  of  future  amendment." 
^  Let  me  see,"  said  the  princess ;  and  then 
taking  the  letter,  read  it  attentively.  *^  I  see," 
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she  cried,  no  signs  of  alteration  here,  hoiiv- 
ever." — "  How,  madam  !  does  he  not  yet 
condemn  himself,  and  beg  your  forgiveness  ? 
Ah,  what  a  stubborn  vouth  !  I  will  sav  no 
more  for  him  ;  but  advise  vou  now  to  write 
him  two  words,  just  to  say  that  in  future 
you  will  neither  receive  his  letters,  nor 
write  to  him;  though,  indeed,  I  can  see  no 
irreat  harm  in  vour  she  wine:  vour  skill  in 
])oetrv  a  little ;  or  in  your  perusing  letters, 
which,  I  must  confess,  display  at  least  the 
tenderness  of  him  who  writes  them."  Again 
was  the  princess  convinced  by  the  reasoning 
of  her  nurse,  and  wrote  to  Ardashir  as  fol- 
lows : — 

'•  Enough  of  cares  and  pains,  of  sor- 
"  rows  and  complaints  ;  of  paper  and  ink,  of 
"  letters  and  verses. 

"  Henceforth  you  may  keep  your  feelings 
"  in  your  own  bosom  ;  all  access  to  me  will 
"  be  denied  them.*' 

"  There  you  have  the  last !"  said  she, 
throwing  it  angrily  to  the  old  w^oman,  who 
carried  it  forthwith  to  Ardashir.  So  far 
had  he   now   proceeded,  that,    in  spite  of 


jk_       ^*pzvaf    caUeF    of  the    princ 
*"^    too   by    the  xinzxe,      he     de 
''T'    Aooctier    attempt;      and, 
^  pneh^Mtioa,    garrc    to    tis    letK 

^"^     tbiK .- «'    O    lieaven  !     do 

^    ''terey,  dcpriv^e  nae    o<^  ^»tmf    sen 
(^  •errc  fcwt  to  lceef>  D*e  : 
y  «ion  I  O  tluMi,    who 

of  our  basacDs,  and  pea»etr^te«  il 
^  of  the  li«»^  *!«»«  Itoo-Fest  the 
^  eadve  &»«■  l»e"^*  wfaos«  lie««  i 
^  nbte  to  pity  !" 

Rrep««es  t»  Ui«  "Id  woman  ace 
toiJUwLhwUic=U     sh«    return, 

She  1-a  1— aiy  ««««J 


I  «IaveiT  t 


T""""^  ^r_,„      !,_,     hand.      The 
th«   letter    fro«»     i»e^     " 

'^^'M^^om^"     exckuffled  ,1,, 
■"*""    **'^       _f   an  tiiia.     It  u  Toi 

oui  i^eapon  doice 
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wretch  who  ought  never  to  have  had  the 
honour  of  a  word  from  me  !  You  have  put 
my  honour  in  jeopardy ;  but  you  shall  suf- 
fer for  it  !**  Then  clapping  her  hands,  to 
call  iuher  slaves,  "  Hero/*  cried  she,  "  take 
hence  this  wicked  woman,  and  let  her  be 
wliipped  with  the  utmost  severity."  The 
unfortunate  nurse  was  seized,  and  dragged 
out ;  and,  when  recovered  from  the  swoon 
into  which  the  lashes  she  received  had  cast 
iier,  was  informed  that  it  was  the  order 
of  the  princess  she  should  never  presume 
to  enter  the  palace  again.  After  dwel- 
ling in  the  house  of  a  surgeon  till  her 
wounds  were  healed,  she  crawled  to  the  shop 
of  Ardashir,  who  had  been  in  great  anxiety, 
not  having  seen  lier  for  so  long  a  time. 

She  related  to  him  minutely  the  cruel 
treatment  she  had  received  from  the  prin- 
cess, and  Ardashir  was  deeply  affected  by 
the  recital.  "  But,  for  heaven's  sake,  tell 
me,"  said  he,  "  whence  comes  this  mortal 
hatred  to  men,  which  the  princess  seems  to 
entertain  ?  What  harm  has  our  sex  ever 
done  her  ?" — "  This  inveterate  hatred,"   re- 
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P^d^    ^wbieb    is  the    only    u: 

^^"^  io  b!er    dispcieitioii,     oTigix&ctt 

OftKCB.     £be  tbrnaght  that  sbe  l>eh€ 

ills  soares^  and  a  xiuxiibe 

rmuad.  tia  pick    up   tbe    seatte 

'^Dsls  soon  'pfitMfigli*^   himeelf   in. 

^d  strove  fixr  some  time    to    esLtxi 

^^    without     the    fburler,     wlao    1 


^  of  otb^    honls    iHritb    bex*9    h 


^Msnj,  ana  li«  w«»  su;  l^ns^l^ 


^■t  if?Bif»''>^^    of     Ij^ing     »»»m^»*^~, 
Xknedbyker    feiUmless    oompanu 
to  the   fbwlei-,    wlio    «>on    ^fteri 


«%«^^  ^MTA^v  c*o«»    man  trea 
lo    tlMta  'wra-y  «j*^''=*^ 

abe  vowed 


>^  X^oe^  she  neve 
>«  €^vxce   a  year 


the   ti«e    ot    g«tlie««g    the  frni^ 
« ^  _^-^„  .       •«   she    quits  tl 

fiMT  one    niel&t.    to     ^^riat:    a  garden. 
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a  private  gallery  leads  from  the  palace.      I 
is  then  only  that  you  can  ever  hope  to  be- 
come  acquainted   with    her.      If  you    stili 
persist  in    wishing  that,  you  must  contrive 
to  become  intimate  with  the  gardener,  who 
has  charge  of  it ;  so  tliat  a  day  or  two  before 
the  princess  goes  to  the  garden,   you  may 
conceal  yourself  in  it.  When  she  appears,  do 
you    meet   her,    and  I  will  venture  to   pro- 
mise you  success ;  for  without   flattery,   my 
son,   I   must  say  few  princesses  even  would 
be  able   to  resist  you."     Delighted  at   her 
words,   Ardashir  made    the    old   woman    a 
present  of  three  pieces  of  silk  of  the  most 
delicate  texture,  a  costly  Balbek  girdle,  and 
a  purse  of  six  hundred  pieces  of  gold.    After 
expressing   her   gratitude  in   warm   terms, 
and  informing  him  where  she  resided,  the 
nurse  departed,   and  Ardashir   repaired  to 
the  vizier,  to  whom  he   had    not  yet  said 
one  word  of  what  had  passed.     He  now  re- 
lated all  very  faithfully,  and  communicated 
to  him  his  design  of  seeing  the  princess  in 
the   garden.     "  But,    my   child,"    said    the 
vizier,  "  to   what  will   it  lead  ?    and  what 
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wzii  joa  gain  by  this  ini 


■fc^  "tttftrf  Aiuj  "^•^ing  irhetlier  he 
7***^  or  (iefttfa  to  me." — **  Alas  !  h 
**  «tt  tfai,  like  youtbfdl  folly  !  Is  i 
j^**»ty  off  Ji  princess*  irlio  i^oulc 
/^^"^^led  thoosaiul  liors^men  sent  ii 
Her?  or  would  such  an    act   be* 


^-   of  «  king  ?" — **  "What, 

^Jtte?*   add  the   prince.       •*  ^VVe 

OWr  tlwt   to-morrow,"     replied   tl 

after  I  shaU  have  seen  the  gardei 

The  ensuing  morning    they    rej 

Vl«  ganlen  accordingly,  taliJng  mt 

V.,^  of  gold.     They  p«rce>^ed/hr 

IHowens  esp-liers,  and  fl«-«"°fi 
TU  gJe  wafted  to  then,  i^e  odour, 
,„.,^  flowers,  ana  ^«y  ^-"^ 
Wiop.  notes  of  v«-.ona  b^  . 
^^of  the  turtle-ao^e«.  Before . 
^^  bench,    «at    a   venera 


.K*  keeper  of  tH«    garden 


^mngecs  nes«>  ^ 
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him,  "  and  far  from  home;  may  we 
the  favour  of  your  procuring  us  a  dinner 
and  that  you  will  permit  us  to  pass  the  h«a* 
of  the  day  in  one  of  the  arbours  of  tliis 
gai'den  ?"    While  he  said  this  he  put  sever&l 
pieces  of  gold  into  the  hand  of  the  old  man, 
who  having  never  before  experienced  such 
liberality,    gladly  assented,   and  conducted 
them    to  a  shady  bower,  which  he  begged 
them,  however,  not  to  leave,  lest  they  might 
be  seen  from  the  private  gallery  of  the  palace. 
This  they  promised,  and  the  old  man  soon 
returned  and  set  their  dinner  before  them. 
**  Does  this  garden  belong  to  you  ?"  said  the 
vizier   to  him.     *'  No,"  replied  he,    "  it  is 
the  king's,  and  I  am  only  entrusted  with  the 
care  of  it." — "And  what  pay  do  you  re- 
ceive ?" — "  One    dinar   a    month." — "  Ah  ! 
how   unjust  !    especially   if  you  have   chil- 
dren."— "  I  have  eight — God  give  them  his 
blessing !" — "  I   think  then  you   would  be 
thankful  to  those  who  assisted  your  family?" 
— "  My  gratitude  would  be  the  only  return 
I  could  make ;  but  I  should  pray  for  eternal 
blessings  on  my  benefactors." — "Well  then, 
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jwt  ooemred  to  me  that  we  cx>uld 
■■■willing  likdy  to  senre  yott ;  let  this, 
be  lefMured)  painted,  and 
iplinilkllj  omamfiiited ;  when  the  king  is 
at  the  beaaty  of  i^  and  asks  who 
this  imprcnrenienty  tell  hixD  you  were 
it  the  sole  expense^  in  the  hope  of  pleasing 
He  will  then,  no  donbt,  give  you  a 
foyml  presoit.  Let,  therefore,  the 
earpenten^  and  paintera,  be  set  to 
to  morrow;  here  are  five  hundred 
of  gold  to  defiray  the  first  expenses, 
procure  any  thing  that  may  be  wanted 
by  your  family."  The  old  man  threw  hinw 
adf  at  their  toet  and  thanked  them;  begging 
Aem  to  return  the  following  day,  which 
they  did ;  and  the  workmen  being  in  attend- 
aiioe»  the  repair  of  the  kiosk  commenced* 
The  vkier  undertook  to  superintend  the 
wotk;  and  wlien  all  was  complete  except 
the  paintingff  whidi  were  to  decorate  it,  he 
jveeeeded  to  give  his  directions  for  the 
ntyaota  to  be  chosen*  '^  I  particularly  de- 
en^''  said  he^  *'  to  have  a  very  curious 
(btioi  of  mine  closely  followed."    Here  he 
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■ 
I 

I 

went  on  to  describe  the  dream  of  the  prin- 
cess, and  ordered  them  to  represent  in  a 
series  of  paintings,  the  male  bird  entangled 
in  the  net  and  set  free  by  his  mate ;  then  the 
female  caught,  abandoned  by  him,  and  killed 
bv  the  fowler.  He  also  directed  them  to 
execute  anotlier  picture,  in  which  the  one 
set  at  liberty  was  seized  in  its  flight  and  torn 
to  pieces  by  a  bird  of  prey.  The  painters^ 
who  were  peculiarly  eminent  in  represent- 
ing birds,  surpassed  all  that  the  vizier  had 
expected ;  and  were  munificently  rewarded 
for  the  celerity  and  excellence  of  their  work- 
manship. When  all  was  finished  Ardashir, 
who  had  heard  nothing  of  the  design,  on 
entering  the  kiosk,  was  greatly  surprised  to 
see  tlie  dream  of  the  princess  painted  in  the 
mo^t  lively  manner.  '^  You  have  known,'* 
said  he  to  the  vizier,  "  how  to  tui'n  to 
advantage  the  dream  I  told  you  of,  and  it  is 
easv  to  see  that  you  are  a  connoisseur  in 
painting  as  well  as  an  acute  statesman. 
What  beautiful  pieces  !  the  garden,  the 
sleeping  fowler,  the  birds,  are  all  eTCcellent. 
*'  This  one,  where  the  faithless  male  is  de- 
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ttroTedy  is  your  own  inyention;  bat  what  is 
tke  m^<*»*^g  of  it  ?' — ^  See  you  not,"  said 
1^  ▼izi«'9  ^  that  this  is  the  yindication  of 
the  male?  He  is  flying  to  gather  their  com* 
panioiis    together   to    release   the    capti^ 
female,  bat  fidls  into  the  talons  of  the  vul* 
Hue.    This  should  have  been  the  end  of  the 
prinoess's  dream — **    ^  Ay^"   interrupted 
Ardashir,  «  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that 
die  has  never  yet  known  the  true  end  or 
it.** — ^  Did   I  not  tell  you,   prince,  when 
yew  asked  me^  why  I  chose  to  repair  this 
<dd  kio^   did  I  not  tell  you  I  had  a  par- 
ticular purpose  in  view?  are  you  now  satis- 
fied ?• — ^*  From  my  very  heart  P'  said  the 
prince;    '^  this  design  is  worthy   of  your 
genius !  Here  may  be  seen  what  it  is  to  be 
equally  great  in  aU  things— in  politics  and 
the  arts.     Men  like  you  should  always  stand 
11  the  helm  of  government,  if  the  state  is  to 
nourish*  I  shall  report  all  this  to  my  &ther, 
and  he  will  not,  I  know,  be  ungrateful/' 
The  vizier  gave   thanks  for  the  prince's 
kiodneas,  and  then  called  in  die  keeper  of 
ibe  garden,  and  shewed  him  the  splendid 
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furniture  and  fine  paintings  of  the  kiosk* 
The  old  man  was  perfectly  enchanted  with 
what  he  saw ;  and  after  having  once  more 
directed  how  he  shoidd  answer  when  asked 
at  whose  cost  all  this  had  been  done,  the 
prince  and  vizier  took  their  leave  for  the 

dav. 

But  while   this  was   passing   with   tliem, 
iiow  was  the  princess  engaged  ? 

She  exulted  in  having  driven  away  her 
aged  nurse,  thinking  she  had  now  freed 
herself  from  any  further  hnportunities  of 
the  vouno:  madman.  Some  time  after,  when 
some  i\\\Q  ])eaches  were  set  before  her  at 
breakfast,  she  began  to  reflect  on  the  plea- 
sant party  she  had  had  every  former  year 
with  her  old  nurse  in  the  garden,  and  re- 
pented she  had  dealt  with  such  severity 
by  her.  '*  I  was  wron<::^,"  she  cried  aloud  to 
her  shives,  "  to  treat  my  nurse  as  I  did; 
for  after  all  she  was  my  niu'se,  and  I  am 
sorry  for  the  whole  affair."  Tlie  slaves, 
who  are  always  ready  to  assist,  or  even  to 
anticipate  the  wishes  of  their  mistresses, 
whether  they  be    good  or  bad,  kissed  the 
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gniiaid  befivre  her,  saying:  *^  If  jou  will 
pennit  vs  mjiAun,  we  will  go  and  bring  her 
bade  ^gBtn." — ^Do  ao^"  answered  sbe» 
*^  andproiniae  ber,  in  my  namei  the  richest 
dresB  in  mj  wardrobe.''  Two  slaves  inune* 
lately  deported,  and  having  found  the 
anise,  executed  the  princess's  oonuniasioD, 
begging  her  to  forget  what  had  pniwed,  and 
reoim  with  them  to  the  palace.  ''No!" 
re|died  sh^  ^  never  will  I  return  thither ;  the 
OB^^  I  received  was  not  of  a  nature  to  be 
toon  forgotten.  I  still  suffer  from  it,  and 
never  will  I  be  seen  again  within  that  ex^ 
crafale  pahice." — **  But,''  rejoined  the  uego- 
t]ator%  *^  do  you  forget  us  ?  Do  yon  not 
see  the  two  first  ladies  of  the  princesses 
duunber  before  you?  Could  she  send  a 
aoce  honourable  message,  and  will  you  not 
be  moved  by  r^ard  and  lorre  for  us?'— * 
**  Laifies^  I  know  well  that  I  am  your  infmor 
mrank;  andhadlnotbeensuffidentlylowbe- 
fcre^  the  treatment  I  have  experienced  would 
kive  been  degradation  enough," — ''Well 
none^  but  what  then  would  you  have?^ 
demanditd  the  ladies,  "  the  past  is  beyond 
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recall,  were  the  princess  herself  to  come 
and  request  your  pardon  for  it." — **  I  will 
j^o,"  said  the  nurse,  "  which  I  would  not 
do  for  the  sake  of  the  princess,  though  she 
threatened  my  life,  but  I  will  go  through 
respect  for  you,  and  gratitude  for  the  trouble 
you  have  taken  in  coming  after  me/' 

The  ladies  of  the  chamber  then  conducted 
her  back  to  the  palace.  Standing  respect- 
fully before  the  princess,  she  said,  "  The 
fault  was  with  me,  madam,  and  the  pardon 
comes  from  you.'' — "  You  know,  nurse, 
how  much  I  ]o\c  you,"  rejoined  Hayat  al 
Nufus,  ^'  I  have  alwavs  esteemed  you  as  the 
friend  of  mv  childhood ;  but  there  are  four 
things  in  the  world  which  depend  not  upon 
ourselves ;  temper,  life,  subsistence,  and 
destiny.  Now,  none  can  avoid  the  decrees 
of  fate  :  all  that  has  passed  was  to  be ;  I 
however  rejunit  it  sincerely,  and  hope  that 
you  will  forget  it." 

The  old  woman  kissed  the  ground  before 
the  princess,  received  a  dress  of  honour, 
was  loaded  witn  presents,  and  reinstated  in 
;ill  her  former  favour,  "  Are  the  fruits  of  the 
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ttmoa  ripe  enou^''  said  the  princess,  ^  for 

us  lo  visit  the  garden  ?* — ^  I  know  not," 

replied  the  nurse,  ^  but  will  go  thither  and 

inqiiire.'*     She  then  proceeded  straight  to 

Ardaahfr,  with  the  intelligence  of  her  being 

^gun  in  the  good  graces  of  the  princess^ 

and  was  informed  fay  him  of  the  vizier's 

plan.    She  was  in  perfect  raptures  with  the 

ii^gfsniuty  of  this  contrivance,  to  eradicate 

the  prejudices  of  the  princess  and  her  aver- 

ODD  to  men. 

*'  Now  go  to  the  bath,"  said  she,  *f  put 
OB  joor  most  elegant  dress,  and  then  repair 
to  the  garden,,  conceal  yourself  there;  and 
^ipear  suddenly  before  the  princess. 

^  I  will  answer  for  the  impression  this 
forprise  will  make  upon  her,  especially  as 
she  will  have  been  cured  of  her  prejudice 
beforehand."  Ardashir  promised  to  follow 
her  directions,  and  put  a  purse  of  seven 
hundred  pieces  of  gold  into  her  hand. 

After  having  bathed  and  perftuned,  he 
dad  himself  in  the  most  costly  dress  he 
pogcascd,  ornamented  with  pearls  and  dia^- 
BondSf  and  putting  a  purse  of  gold  in  his 
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pocket,  lie  proceeded  to  the  garden.  Knock— 
iiiix  at   the   ixate,   it  was   opened  by  the  old 
man,  who  found   Ardashir  to  all  appearance 
in  very  bad  temper.     **  What  is  the  matter 
with  von,  mv  child?"  said  the  gardener.  '*  I 
know  not  that  I  need  conceal  it  from  you," 
replied  the  prince,  **  but,  1  have  quarrelled 
with   niv   father,   and  vou   must  have  seen 
enouirh  oi'  him  to  be  satisfied  that  he  is  not 
one  of  the  most  amiable  when  out  of  humour. 
I  will  let  the  first  heat  of  his  anger  evapo- 
rate, and  shall  be  very  ha])py  if,  in  the  mean 
time,  von   will  allow  nie  to  conceal  mvself 
in   this  garden. " — "*  This  pains  me  much," 
returned  the  old  man  :  ''  permit  me  to  go  to 
vour  father,  and  endeavour  tobrincjhim  into 
a  milder  mood :   1  shall  be  ixratified  indeed 
to  reconcile  vou  to  each  other." 

''  Ah  !  vou  do  not  vet  know  mv  father," 
said  Ardashir ;  '*  to  do  that  would  be  but  la- 
bour lost ;  when  once  in  anger,  it  must  go  off  of 
itself  with  him,  and  every  step  that  is  taken  to 
appease,  serves  only  to  irritate  him  the  more/* 
"  Come  then  into  my  house,"  continued  the 
gardener;  "  I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  you 
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™^  drcle  €3£my  own  fiunfly." — * 

^r^^  *»•  yonr  kind  oBEsr/'  said  A« 

/^^^'^ttane  aoHtade,  and  prefer  die; 

^^^^^arrfeaa  to  ereiy  amusement.'*— 

^^  ^iU  £ai:;e  coid  if  jou  pass  the  nij 

r^'^^'Pcii  mir;   Jet  me  At  least  provide  1 

1^^  fcr  yaa/'  returned   the  old  man, 

^'^'^^■tiiiiate  palitenessi  was  quite  wen 

^  Aidashir*      **  No,    imI**    replied  h 

**  *!«  want  it,  if  I  feel  cold  I  can  ^ 

^  kioAJ*     The  old  man  now  opem 

^tte,  bat  the  princei    liad    scarcely  ei 

^ Wn  a  messenger  i^peared,  to  infoi 

\«eper  that  the  priimeess    intended  p 

^  foMowingday  ix^    the  fS^^^^ 

iemust-ns^er    -i'*^  *^^,f  "^ 
L-I-.    •    "    a£  the   tif**^^       Ineoldman 

in  immediate  sc«rcfa<- 


«—  was  aboot  u>  ««—  ---    — - 

'*•*'*'' JZ.elf  canoea***  and  yet  aw 
ke€|img "•^^f^  j^   p„t  intotbeoldi 

^  twff**  *r  _j    — .t   last   lu»  penaianc 
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remain.     "  But,   for  the  love   of  heaven," 
said  he  to  the   prince,    "  conceal  yourself 
well;    for,  should  the  princess  observe  but 
the   sliadow  of    a  man,    my  life    is  lost." 
Ardashir  renewed  his  assurances,   and  was 
at  last   left   alone.     Early    in    the   mom- 
ing  of  the  following  day,   the  princess  or- 
dered the  private  gallery  which  led  to  the 
garden  to  be  opened.     Never  had  her  dress 
been  more  splendid  than  it  was  that  day. 
The  whole  of  it,  even   to  her  slippers,  was 
embroidered  with   rubies  and   emeralds  ;  a 
dazzling  coronet  of  diamonds  shone  upon 
her   head,    and   her   girdle   contained    the 
treasures  of  a  kingdom.     Tiu*ee   hundred 
slaves  awaited  her  glance,  surrounding  her 
like  a  glittering  retinue.     "  For  what  do  we 
want  this  multitude  of  attendants?'*  said  the 
nurse  ;    "  free  yourself  for  oncO  from  this 
numerous  train,  the  burdensome  appendage 
of  greatness.     I  see  that  it  becomes  every 
day  more  irksome  to  you ;  enjoy  for  once 
the  beauties  of  nature  without  restraint." — 
"  You  are  right,"  replied  the  princess,  "  let 
my  two  chief  slaves  go  with  us,  the  rest  I 
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ka»c  no  occasion  for.*'  The  others  were 
flceordiiigiy  dismissed,  and  leaning  on  her 
muse's  arm,  and  preceded  by  her  two 
&Toante  slaves,  she  went   forward  to  the 


After  having  walked  about  for  some  tiine^ 
the  fresh  whiteness  of  the  walk  of  the  kiosk, 
oootrasced  with  the  verdant  foliage  of  the 
sorrounding  trees,  attracted  her  attention. 
^  Who  has  had  fhis  kiosk  repaired?"  said 
she,  *^  is  it  a  compliment  o(  the  king  my 
fcdier's?" — "No,   madam,"    returned  the 
old  woman,  "  I  believe  it  was  done  by  the 
keeper  of  the  garden,  who  wished  to  sur- 
prise you  in  this  agreeable  manner.    I  met 
him  once  here,  whOe  he  was  busy  engaging 
workmen,  and  contriving  embellishments." 
— **"  I  am  highly  pleased  with  him,'*  said 
the  princess,  "  take  him  these  two  hundred 
dinans  and  thank  him  in  my  name. 

The  nurse  hastened  to  obey  the  orders  of 
the  princess,  but  the  gardener  was  half  dead 
with  terror  when  he  was  told  that  a  lady 
from  the  palace  wished  to  see  him,  not 
doubting  for  a  moment  that  Ardashir  had 
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been  discovered,  and  his  own  life  would 
be  forfeited.  He  came,  however,  trembling 
lo  meet  the  nurse.  "  Pray  for  the  princess," 
said  she,  "  who  lias  sent  you  two  hundred 
dinars  for  your  attention  to  her  in  having 
had  tlie  kiosk  repaired :  she  desires  me  also 
to  say,  that  all  the  expenses  shall  be  repaid 
you  from  her  own  purse."  The  old  man 
loaded  the  princess  with  his  blessings,  and 
the  nurse  returned  to  her  mistress.  She  now 
proposed  tollayatalnufus  to  enter  the  kiosk, 
and  see  its  internal  decorations.  When  the 
princess  beheld  the  pictures  of  the  bird- 
catcher,  she  exclaimed  :  "  Dear  nurse,  how 
wonderful  is  this  !  here  is  my  dream,  exactly 
as  it  appeared  to  me,  except  the  end,  for  the 
little  male  is  here  seized  and  torn  to  pieces  by 
a  vulture." — "  Ah  !"  continued  the  nurse, 
"  that  was  the  reason  why  he  could  not 
return  to  the  relief  of  his  unfortunate  mate  ; 
how  over-hasty  were  you  in  your  condem- 
nation of  that  poor  bird  !*' — "  Truly,  dear 
nurse,  I  do  seem  to  have  judged  him  some- 
what wrongfully." — "  Yes,  madam,"  conti- 
nued the  old  woman,  "nothing  but  death,  you 
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sae^  could  prevent  hu  letnm ;  but  fi>r  thai 
ufanmtttte  erent,  yoo  woald  have  aeen  him 
oome  bad^  and  work  with  all  his  might  to 
set  at  yberr^  his  bekrred  partner.  Beliew 
Be,  priocesB,  it  is  with  men  as  with  faird»— 
a  bidrfbl  husband  will  sarxifice  his  own  life 
ntfaer  dian  forsake  a  tender  wife,  ^hat 
afieclaon  reigns  in  tmch  a  umon !  Insep»- 
raUe  day  and  night,  a  fiiithfol  pair  fear 
nothing  so  madb  as,  what  is  to  them  the 
heaviest  of  misfortunes,  the  being  torn  from 
esdi  other's  arms.  I  could  relate  to  you, 
madam,  many  a  tale  of  wedded  love,  where 
70a  would  see  the  finest  traits  of  tenderness : 
sDch  as  the  death  of  that  king  who  would 
not  survive  his  wife,  or  of  that  queen  who 
chose  to  be  buried  alive  with  her  husband* 
It  is,  indeed,  an  endless  subject^  and  for  my 
part  I  could  talk  of  it  till  the  morning  dawn- 
ed." The  old  woman  perceived  that  her  words 
had  made  some  impresnon  on  die  suscepti^ 
Ue  princess,  and  proposed  to  walk  again 
through  the  garden*  They  left  the  kiosk^  and 
now  Ardashir,  who  had  hitherto  loved  the 
princess  only  from  the  report  of  her  beauty. 
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beliclil  lier  for  tliu  first  time.  His  passior 
was  vcliemeiit  before,  but  the  sight  of  sc 
many  eliurms  overcame  the  reason  lie  j'et 
possessed.  He  swooned,  ami  when  he  re- 
covered his  senses,  slie  had  disappeared. 
He  gave  utterance  to  liis  feelings  in  the  most 
vehement  and  impassioned  language;  he 
woidd  have  i-ii-.hed  from  tlie  covert  of  the 
shnibs  whieJi  concealed  him,  had  lie  not  re- 
collected that  till-  old  nurse  had  appointed  a 
signal,  iin  lier  giving  whicli  lie  was  to  disco- 
ver himself.  This  sigiia!  was  at  length  given, 
and  in  the  most  violent  agitation  it  was  that 
he  went  forih  to  walk  in  the  grove.  The 
l>ri[icess  observed  him,  and  had  no  sooner 
done  so,  than  her  heart  was  transported 
with  his  beauty.  She  fixed  lier  eyes  on  him, 
and  for  a  long  time  spoke  not.  At  length, 
turning  to  her  nnrse, — "  How  comes  this 
beautiful  youth  here?"  said  she.  "  A 
youth  !  where?"  said  the  artful  old  woman. 
■■Uaeenoone." — '-  There,  under  the  trees." 
nurse  turned  now  to  the  right,  now  to 
1  "  True,  indeed,"  said  she  at  last ; 
he   IS  .       How  can  he  have  got  into 
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tfae  gitfden  ?* — ^  I  know  not,  indeed,"  said 

the  priooes&     ^  Nor  is  it  of  much  oonse- 

fBcnce :  bat  do  you  know  him,  nurse  f*-^ 

^  It  is  die  young  man  who  wrote  the  letters 

to  jooy^  replied  she.     ^*  How  beautiful  he 

is  r  continued  the  princess,  appearing  not  to 

hear  what  her  nurse  had  said..  ^*  How  beau- 

tibl  he  is  V—^  Ah,  madam  !  did  I  not  tell 

yoo,  in  the  beginning  of  my  acquaintance 

ifith  hiniy  that  his  eqbal  would  be  seldom 

seen  7* — ^  Dear  nurse,  assist  me ;  you  know 

diat    kings'    daughters,    educated   in   the 

harem,  know  but  little  of  the  customs  of  the 

vorld.      Tell  me  in  what  way  I  may  enter 

into  conTcrsation  with  him*'' — **'  I  see,'*  said 

die  old  woman,  *^  no  necessity  for  your 

•pi**lg^"g  to  him  at  alL" — *'  Oh,  I  am  dying 

10  tA  with  him,"  replied  die  princesB.  The 

old  woman  was  delighted  when  die  saw  the 

SQocesB  id  her  artifice.     ^  Follow  me,  then,'' 

said  sbe»  ^  we  will  walk  towards  him,  and, 

that  propriety  may  not  be  violated,  I  myself 

will  speak  to  him  in  your  name/'    They 

spproached  Ardashir  accordingly;  he  was 

sitting  beneath  a  tree.    ^  Do  you  see,  young 
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nuiii,*'  siiid  she,  *'  who  stands  before  you  ?  It 
is  the  princess  Ilayjitalnufus.  Value  your 
gotxl  fortune  duly — she  is  coming  towards 
vou  ;  rise  immediately  !^'  Ardashh*  rose,  and 
remained  standing  awhile  immovable  before 
tlie  princess.  Their  eyes  met,  and  soon  their 
lips  also.  The  nurse  led  them  into  the 
kiivsk,  and  sat  down  herself  before  the  door, 
tellini;  the  two  ladies,  who  came  from  time  to 
time  to  inquire  after  the  princess,  that  she 
was  asleep.  In  the  mean  time,  Ardashir  and 
Hayatalnufus,  transported  with  their  mu- 
tual passion,  walked  to;Lj:ether  through  the 
rooms  of  the  kiosk,  and  when  thev  looked 
u}>on  the  picture  of  the  fowler,  tenderly  em- 
biaced  aiiain. 

"  She  smiles/'  said  he,  *'  she  smiles,  and 
**  I  fancv  it  the  vWumz  oi^  the  sun;  till  the 
'*  delusion  vanishes,  bv  seeing  two  suns 
'*  instead  of  one  ! 

'*  Her  cheeks  are  unveiled,  and  the  morn- 
**  ing  blushes  at  its  own  inferior  splendour. 

**  She  smiles,  and  her  teeth  are  bright  as 
**  tlie  ilawn  when  it  pierces  through  the 
'*  ihirkness  of  night.     When  she  walks,  it  is 
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**  die  gnoefiil  mockm  of  the  bnmches  of 
*^  dK  rayrabakn,  wsring  softly  in  die  breadi 
•*  of  dieenBt. 

^  The  rose  fiides  before  die  splendonr  of 
**  her  (soQiiteiiAnoe ;  who  can  wonder  diat 
**  n^  eyes  are  directed  towards  her ! 

^  She  is  the  queen  of  all  hearts;  and 
■■  mine  only  beats  because  love  animates 
«  it-" 

Hajat  al  Nafbs  kissed  him  on  the  fore- 
heedy  in  thanks  for  his  verses;  and  after  a 
dioasBnd  tender  speeches,  addressed  him  in 
verse  in  retnriL 

^  The  darts  of  his  eyelashes  pierce  one's 
**  boBom :  who  can  escape  their  wounds  f 

^  The  bow  of  his  eyebrow  dioots  forth 
**  mmmn,  which  are  dipt  in  the  blood  of 
<^  one's  heart 

^  M^  God  bless  the  light  of  thine  eyes ! 
^  llsy  he  unite  those  who  are  parted,  and 
'*  lead  those  togedier  who  languish  to 
«  meet!" 

Afdashir  was  affected  to  tears;  with  wfaiob, 
and  with  his  kisses,  he  covered  die  hands  of 
die  princess. 
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Thus  passed  away  the  time  of  the  lovers, 
in  tender  discourses  and   passionate  verses, 
till  the  approach  of  evening  gave  notice    of 
separation.      Hayfitalnufus  *was    unable    to 
pronounce  the     word    farewell ;    she  could 
only  weep.     "  Life  of  my  soul  !**    said  Ar- 
dashir,  "  tliou  leavest  me  ;  but  I  remain  fet- 
tered   to  thy  shadow  !"     The  princess  fell 
upon  liis   neck   as  he  uttered   these  words. 
''  Ah  !"  said  she,  "  liow  difficult  is  patience 
to  those    who    love  !  let  us  hope  that  kind 
fortune  may  enable  us  soon  to  meet  again  !" 
She  descended  the  steps  of  the  kiosk,  scarce- 
ly conscious  whither  she  went,    and  passed 
along  the   path  that  led  to  the  palace,  look- 
ing back  a  thousand  times  at  the  building 
which  enclosed  the  object  of  her  love.  From 
this  moment  she  knew  no   rest;  the  night 
was  without  sleep   for  her,   and   tlie  nurse 
found  her  in  the  mornhig  feverish   and  in- 
disposed.  "  Ask  me  nothing,"  said  she,  "  it 
is  all  your  doing,  nurse  ;  but  where  is  that 
beloved  of  mv  heart !  where  is  he  ?  let  me 
see  him  that  mv  mind  mav  be  at  rest." — 
"Patience!"  rejoined  the  nurse,  ''patience! 
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or  we  shall  betray  oarselves*'' — "  No,  no !" 
sud   Hayatalnufiis,    ^*  I  must  see  him  im- 
mediately, or  I  will  go  and  cast  myself  at 
the  feet  of  the  king  my  Either,  and  tell  him 
how  yoa  have  plunged  me  into  ruin!" — 
**  For  the  sake  of  Heaven  have  patience  !** 
replied  the  old  woman,  ^'  or  you  will,  in- 
deed, plunge  yourself  into  ruin,  and  your 
lover  also !''    The  princess  was  at  length 
persoaded  to  wait  for  three  days*     *'  But 
these  three  days,''  said  she,  ^*  will  seem  years 
to  me ;  and  if  you  bring  him  not  to  me  on 
the  third  day,  it  is  at  the  peril  of  your  life." 
The  noTse  set  her  invendon  to  work  accor- 
dingly, and  on  the  following  morning  pro- 
vided herself  with  a  complete  woman's  dress, 
and  repaired  to  the  shop  of  the  young  mer- 
diant.     '^  If  you  love  the  princess,"  said 
she,  '*  as  you  have  declared,  you  must  now 
be  implicitly  guided  by  me,  and  let  me  do 
with  you  as  I  choose." — ^^  Most  readily," 
returned  he,  '^  I  am  willing  to  do  any  thing 
for  her." 

The  old  woman  then  proceeded  to  dress 
him  in  the  clothes  she  had  brought  with  her. 
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put  bracelets  on  his  arms,  and  rings  on  Iiis 
fingers  ;  in  short,  Ardashir  was  transformed 
into  a  lovely  girl;  the  nurse  not  forgetting' 
to  teach  him  even  the  small  and  timid  steps 
and  modest  gait  which  suited  his  new  cha- 
racter.    "  Now,   my  child,"  continued  she, 
"  we  are  going  to  the  king's  palace,   and 
shall  pass  a  great  number  of  guards  and 
porters  ;  forget  not  your  part,  and  take  care 
to  cast  a  few  tender  glances  on  the  men." 
Saying  this,  she  set  out.     At  the  first  gate 
was  a  guard  of  eunuchs,  whose  chief,  seeing 
the  nurse's  companion  so  great  a  beauty, 
began  to  suspect  that  it  might  be  the  prin- 
cess herself.     "  I  have  never  seen  her,'  said 
he,  "  but  am  curious  to  know  whether  she 
has   been  out  with  the  permission   of  the 
king  or  not.    Let  us  follow  them,"  continued 
he,  to  his  thirty  eunuchs,   and  they  forth- 
with began   to  walk  after  the  old  woman, 
who  was   in    the    utmost  consternation  on 
finding  who  followed  her.     Summoning  up 
her  courage,   however,  she  knit  her  brows 
and  gave  the  eunuch  so  stern  a  look,   that 
he   became   afraid  lest  by  following  them 
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fartber,  he  might  Tiolate  the  respect  dne 
to  die  princess.     He  therefore  stopped  sud- 
denly, ordered  back  his  companions,  and 
retomed  to  the  onter  gate  of  the  palace. 
The  old  woman  and  her  attendant  passed 
on  tbroogb  seven  doors,   the  curtains  of 
whkh    were    raised  before  them  and    as 
Hxm   as  they  had  entered  dropped  again 
behind  them,   till  at  length    they  arrived 
at  the  barem,  and  the  apartments   of  the 
princess.     The  nurse  knocked  at  the  door 
ot    Hayatalnaius;    a   little    female    slave 
came  oat,  and  returned  again  to  announce 
her.     ^  Let  her  come  in  immediately,"  said 
the  princess,  who  was  in  an  adjoining  sa- 
loon, which  she  had  caused  to  be  lighted 
op  and  adorned  with  the  utmost  splendour. 
There  were  chandeliers  of  gold  and  silver, 
cushiofisof  velvet,  censers  exhaling  the  min- 
gled perfumes  of  musk,  aloes  and  amber- 
gris, and  dishes  of  fruit  and  confectionary. 
*^  Where  is  my  heart's  delight  ?'*  cried  the 
princess.    ^  I  have  not  been  able  to  find 
him,"  replied  the  old  woman ;  <*  but  I  bring 
you  here  his  sister." — ^  His  sister !"  said 
vou  f .  G 


122   ARDASHIR  AND  HAYATALNUFUS. 

HaviUalnufiLS,    "  and   what  is  his  sister    to 

me  ?    Shall  I  bind  up  my  arm  when  my  head 

is  in  pain?" — •'But  look  at  her  only  once 

bttbre  you  chide  me  so,"    said  the  nurse, 

taking   off  Ardashirs   veil.     The  princess 

recognized  her  lover,  rushed  into  his  arms, 

and  tainted  with  the  intensity  of  her  feelings. 

When,  at  length,  she  was  restored  to  her- 

selt',     *' Does   mv    love   come?"    said  she  r 

"and  is  he  not  afraid  of  the  guards?" — 

*•  Yes,"  he  replied ;  "  but  I  conquer  fear ; 

my  passion  is  not  daunted  by  the  cry,  ^who 

goes  there?'     Above  all  fear,  and  despising 

danger,   let  us   embrace,   and  defy  all  the 

powers    of   earth."      These   tender  words 

were  often  interrupted  by  yet  more  tender 

caresses :  for  she  had   now   lost,   not  onlj^ 

her  heart,  but  her  understanding. 

*•  Mv  lover  visits  me  in  the  moment  when 
*'  he  is  most  ardently  expected — we  mingle 
^'  our  tears  and  kisses  !"  continued  she.  "  I 
*'  press  my  burning  lips  a  thousand  and  a 
**  thousand  times  to  his  cheeks  ! — I  fold  him 
**  in  my  arms,  and  we  pass  the  hours,  the 
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**  Iiapi7  hours  together,  till  the  rising  of  the 
^  moraing  star*" 

Hajatahmfus  fSuled  not  to  realize  the 
happineflB  she  had  depicted  in  thu  poetical 
ttx^bL.  She  spent  the  happiest  of  nights 
widi  her  lover,  and  in  the  day  he  was  oon» 
cealed  in  an  adjoining  room*  A  thousand 
plans  •£»*  their  mntual  flight  were  made, 
abaodooed)  and  resolved  upon  again.  In 
their  sitoation  they  found  themselves  indeed 
loo  happy  to  think  of  an  alteration.  The 
day  passed  in  del^tfbl  dreams,  the  night  in 
the  pleasove  <^each  other's  company. 

At  thia  time  a  powerful  monarch  sent  to 
the  father  of  the  princess  a  sploidid  present; 
it  consisted  of  a  neddace  of  twenty-nine 
diamonds  of  extraordinary  size.  The  king 
immediately  destined  it  for  his  daughter. 
•^Go^"  said  he  to  Kafur,  the  4;hief  of  the 
emradisy  *'go  and  take  this  present  to  the 
princess."  Tbe  eunuch  repaired  to  her 
apartments,  and  found,  the  old  nurse  lying 
across  the  threshold  of  the  firstdoor.  '^  Open 
the  door,"  said  he,  thrusting  her  with  his 
foot.    She  was  in  the  greatest  terror,  sup- 
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po.^ing  that  he  had  come  to  seize  her  and 
the    princess,    and    that   all    was    betrayed. 
'•  Stop,"  said  bhe,  ''  I  have  not  the  key  with 
me,  but  will  go  and  find  it ;"  and  with  these 
words  got    up,   and   hastily   left    the  place. 
The  eunucli  waited  for  bome   time;  but  the 
nuise  returned  not.     He  became  impatient, 
and    at   lengili   broke  open  the   door.     He 
passed   tliiough   seven  saloons,   and  at  last 
came  to   an   apartment  where  he  found  the 
brajichcs  all  lighted  up,  but  not  a  soul  to  be 
seen.     He   observed   at  length    a   splendid 
couch,  encircled  by  a  silk  curtain,  on   rais- 
inir  which  he  discovered  ^be  Princes.>>  Havat- 
alnufus  in  a  proibund  sli'cp,  holding  in  her 
arms  a  vouth  of  exuuisltu  beauty,     'llev! 
see  there  !"  said  he,  "  things  are  going  on 
strangely  here  !''  and    then   lei   the   curtain 
fall  rouiid  the  couch  again.    A  greater  noise, 
which  he  purposely  made,  at  length  awoke 
the   unsuspicious    pair.     Tlie   princess    saw 
Kafur,  who  innnediately  withdrew ;  she  called 
him,  but  he  would  not  hear  her  ;  she  sprang 
off  the  couch,  ran  after  him,  cast  herself  at 
his  feet,  bathed  them  with  her  tears,  and  ini- 
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plored  his  pity ;  but  the  bid  inexorable  eur 
iroch  tore  hiinself  from  her,  closed  the  door, 
plaoed  another  eunuch  before  it  as  a  guard, 
and  retomed  to  the  king.  '^  Here  is  your 
necklace  again,  sire,**  said  he ;  '*  it  is  said, 
*Cast  not  your  gems  unto  swine."' — "What, 
wretch  !**  exclaimed  the  kii^  "  what  is  the 
matter?  O,  speak  !'' — **  Yes,  sire;  biit first, 
39  a  proof  that  I  may  venture  to  speak  the 
truth,  throw  me  your  handkerchief."  Hie 
king  threw  him  liis  handkerchief,  and  here- 
upon the  eunuch  related  to  him,  what  he 
had  seen  in  the  apartment  of  the  princess. 
**  Bring  her  hither  to  me,  bound  with  her 
lover  to  the  couch/'  The  chief  of  the  eu- 
nuchs repaired  with  his  whole  guiard  to  the 
princess,  whom  he  found,  as  well  as  the 
young  man,  her  lover,  in  despair.  The  eii- 
nudis  executed'  the  king's  command,  and 
when  they  had  bound  the  two  lovers  to  the 
couch,  carried  them  in  procession  to  the 
king.  That  prince  was,  however,.unable  to 
say  a  word,  for  the  incessant  cries  of  his 
daughter  and  Ardashir,  who  each  endea-' 
Vfinred  to  drown  the  other's  voice,  calling 
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aloud,  "  I  am  to  blame,  I  alone  am  guilty." 
The  king  at  length  turned  to  the  ^^z^e^, 
''  What  say  you  to  this  ?''  said  he.    "  My 
humble  opinion,"  returned  the  vizier,  **  is, 
that    they   are  worthy  of  death,  and  should 
both   be   beheaded." — "  Well  spoken,'*  re- 
plied his  master,    "  they  shall  be  so,    and 
then  burnt,  and  their  ashes  scattered  to  the 
winds."      Preparations    were    immediately 
made  for  carrying  this  sentence  into  effect, 
and  the  executioner  called ;  who  consider- 
ing that,   even  in   these  circumstances,  re- 
spect  was   due  to    royal   blood,   took    the 
princess  gently  by  the  arm   to   make    her 
kneel    down.     When    the    king,    however, 
perceived    this    leniency    to    his    criminal 
daughter,    whom   he   considered    unworthy 
the  name  of  a  princess,  he  burst  into  a  fit 
of  such  ungovernable  anger,  that  he  was  on 
the  point  of  killing  the  executioner  himself 
with  his  own  hand.     "  Wherefore  this  de- 
licacy, vile  slave  ?"  said  he;   "  take  her  by 
the  hair  of  her    head."     The  unfortunate 
lovers   were    dragged   forward   accordingly 
by  him;    he  drew  his    scimetar,    but  yet 
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hapiog  that  the  princes  herself  would  find 
mercjf  approedied  the  youi^  man  fir^ 
Once,  twice,  thrice  he  waved  his  scimetar  in 
the  air;  the  spectators,  melted  into  tears, 
willed  but  dared  not  hope  to  hear  the 
void  *  pardon  ;'  the  mortal  blow  was  just 
shout  to  be  given,  when  the  king  exclaimed, 
**  What  is  that?  what  means  that  doud  of 
dose,  which  as  it  advances  becomes  larger 
and  burger?^  The  grand  vizier,  having  sur- 
vqred  it  stedfiistlj,  at  length  discovered 
that  it  was  an  army  like  a  cloud  of  localsts, 
attended  by  camels,  horses,  and  an  immense 
qaaamy  of  baggage.  '^  Go,"  said  the  king 
to  him,  ^  inquire  the  cause  of  their  coming 
hither:  if  they  want  assistance  they  shall  have 
it;  but  if  they  come  as  enemies,  they  will  have 
cause  to  repentit"  In  compliance  with  ibis 
command  the  vizier  left  the  city,  and  pro- 
ceeding to  meet  the  general  of  the  approach* 
ing  anny,  demanded  what  he  sought  in  the 
dominions  of  King  Abdiulk/idir.  ^  We  seek 
our  young  prince,*'  replied  the  general, 
^  who  is^  in  your  .coital,  c^  which  not  one 
stone  shall  remaia  upon  another,  unless  we 
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find  him  safe."     The  vizier,  who  was  con- 
founded at  this  speech  and  the  sight  of  so 
numerous  an  army,  returned  to  announce 
this  answer  to  his  master,     ''  Where  then 
is  this  prince  ?"  said  the  king,  "  and  who 
is  he?" — "  I  know  not,"  replied  the  vizier; 
"  can  it  be  that  youtli  wlio  is  awaiting  the 
mortal  stroke  from  the  hand  of  the  execu- 
tioner?"— "  Stop  the  execution,"  cried  the 
king,   '*  and  let  that  be  immediately  sought 
into."    The  result  of  this  inquiry  being,  that 
this  was  indeed  the  prince  they  were  looking 
for,  the  king  desired  him  to  be  brought  to 
him,  kissed  his  hand,  and  said,  '^  Since  your 
rank  was  concealed  by  yourself,  let  all  that 
has  passed  be  forgotten;  I  wish  you  to  be 
the  means  of  preserving  peace  between  your 
father   and    me." — "  No  !"    returned    Ar- 
dashir,    "  while  the  honour  of  the  princess 
remains  suspected,  I  will  not  withdraw  my- 
self from  the  executioner *s  sword.     Appear- 
ances are  deceiving  :  but  your  daughter,  sire, 
is  too  virtuous  ever  to  have  forgotten  what 
was  due  to  herself,  nor  has  our  mutual  love 
ever  overstepped  the  boundaries  of  modesty.^ 
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The  kmg  was  delighted  at  this  testimony  to 
fcis  daogfata's  anblefiiished  virtue;  bot  as 
she  bad  at  least  offisnded  against  the  rules  of 
pro|Riety,  she  was  conducted  to  close  im- 
prisonment. Ardashir,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  led  to  the  bath,  and  there  vested  in  a 
fobe  of  honour,  embroidered  with  jewels. 
Hfe  DOW  bade  farewell  to  the  king,  in  order 
to  letuTH  to  his  fiither  at  the  head  of  his 
'snoj.  HayAtalnufus  was  in  despair  when 
she  heard  of  &e  approaching  departure  of 
her  lover;  she  feiared  that  she  might  be  f<Nr- 
goden  by  hitn,  and  sent  a  faithful  slave  to 
WDJure  him  to  remember  her,  to  take  her 
with  him,  or,  if  that  were  not  possible,  to 
gain  her  Other's  promise  that,  during  his 
absence^  she  should  not  be  treated  with 
severity.  .The  prince  wept  on  hearing  this 
naaage.  ^  Tell  her,**  said  he,  "  that  I  am 
devoted  to  her;  that  I  will  never  depart 
widKMit  her,  but  that  we  must  endeavour 
by  degrees  to  mollify  the  king  her  father. 
1  diall  this  evening  visit  my  own,  who  is,  I 
find,  incognito  along  with  the  army  which  lies 
encamped  before  the  ci^ ;  and  I  hope  that 
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all   will  yet  be  well."     Hayatalnufus   shed 
tears  of  joy  on   hearing   this   reply    from 
Artlashir,  who  went   forthwith  to    consult 
with  his  father.     The  latter  was  transported 
to  see  his  son  again  in  good  health.  "  How 
shall  I  proceed,  my  child  ?  Do  you  wish  me 
to  destroy  this  city,  and  put  the  royal  family 
to     death  ?"—"  No,"    said    Ardashir,     "I 
would  much  rather,  sire,  that  you  made  a 
splendid  present  to  King  Abdulkadir,  who 
is  a  great  admirer  of  rich  gifts,  in  order  to 
induce  him  to  favour  my  marriage  with  his 
dauixhler."     The  old  vizier,  who  had  been 
Ardashir's   confidant,   was    entrusted   with 
this  embassy.     This  was  indeed  a  somewhat 
liolicate  commission,   for  although    Abdul* 
kaiiir  was  now  convinced  of  his  daughter's 
virtue,  he  was  angry  that  her  imprudence 
had  made  her  the  subject  of  common  con-> 
versation;  nor  was  there  a  person  who  had 
vet  dared  even  to  mention  her  to  him.  The 
vi/.ier,    however,  being    an  old    and  crafty 
nojrt>ciator,  knew  well  how  to  act  in  order 
to  excite  favourable  sentiments.     He  began 
by  ilisphiying  the  costly  presents  of  which 
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he  w  tbe  bearer,  and  delitefed  las  proper 
Mb  at  ike  flame  tiiKie  that  he  am  bringing 
oat  Am  varioos  arddes  one  ^Jkee  another. 
^Hie  potent  monarch,  my  ibost  gmeioas 
master,"  said  he,  ^  has  a  particnlar  wish; 
■R^  lo  mule  his  honsetoyowr's.  He  whet 
IViooe  Ardashir  his  son^  a  youth  of  the 
greatest  hopes,  and  who  is  moat  dear  to  his 
hear^  to  be  imitad  to  Prinoess  Hay&tal- 
ooGis^  who  is  the  pattern  ofheraeXy-andan 
wrfifemiiihed  pearL  fie  pleased  then,  great 
Idng,  togi^e  your  ooueivt^^ — *^  Wiih,jAea^ 
saeb"  ttid  the  king,  who  'could  dcarod^ 
attend  to  any  thing  bnt  the  magnifioent 
pratmts  which  the  yiaier  had  set  before  him ; 
^  I  have  not  the  lightest  objeotioi,  bat  yet 
wiKfiot  oonstrain  my  danghter'a  ihdinationsi 
her  ^»«9i  consent  must  be  obtained/'  The 
diief  <£  the  eunuchs  was  accordingly  dis* 
psfrhi'^i  for  the  purpose  of  inqunring  the 
iPHhcsof  the  priooess;  who,  at  the  first  word^ 
gnesMd  -the  -purpert  of  his  errand;',  and 
b^KC  he  had  finished,  interrupted  him  to 
deelare  her  acquiescence.  The  vizier  there- 
Sire  returned  to  the  camp  to  announce  to 
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In  finmer  days  there  lifved  a  mepchant^ 

w^bose  name  was  Abderrmhmim,  who  had 

t«o  GhaUnen  that  wete  perfect  beauties;  the 

one  a  boy,  named  Caamrnlzsnum  (moon  of 

die  age%  and  the  other,  a  gurl,  named  Kaw* 

ksb  as  Subhf  that  is,  morning  star.    He 

took  die  greatest  pains  possible  with  their 

duoaiion,  and,  lest  ihey  should  be  ensnared 

I7  the  artful  sedoctioQs  of  the  world,  he 

sdkred  them  not  to  pass  over  the  thrediold 

oThis  doors,  bat  kejpt  them  confined  to  his 

own  Vioufle,  till  diey  arrived  at  dieir  fifteenth 

year.    One  day  his  wife  asked  him  how 

mocb  Icmgor  he  intended  to  keep  his  non 
•km  up  at  iiome.  » *'  Remember,''  said  she^ 

^  Caaiaralxasian  is  not  a  girl,  and  you 
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his  master  and  tlie  prince  the  happy  termi- 
nation of  his  embassy.  Both  were  delighted 
at  the  pleasing  intelh'gence,  and  a  solemn 
interview  taking  place  between  the  two 
kings,  the  proposals  of  marriage  were  again 
made  with  all  due  formality;  the  contract 
was  drawn  out,  and  the  nuptials  were  cele- 
brated the  same  evening. 

Ardashir  found  in  liis  young  bride  an 
unblemished  pearl  indeed — a  real  treasure. 
A  court  was  established  for  the  youthful 
pair,  and  some  time  after,  in  company  with 
the  father  of  Ardashir,  thev  took  leave  of 
king  Abdulk'dir,  who  was  deeply  afTected 
on  parting  with  his  daughter.  She  arrived 
safely  with  her  consort  in  the  dominions  of 
her  father-in-law,  where  they  lived  in  hap- 
piness and  unity  till  separated  by  death — 
death,  which  cuts  us  off  from  all  the  enjoy- 
ments of  life,  even  if  age  has  not  before 
made  us  incapable  of  them,  and  which 
separates  lovers,  if  they  huve  not  before 
separated  of  tliemselves. 
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"  Stead  of  answering,  they  said,  *  Lo  !  he  is 
«  «  a  pearl.'  " 

He  advanced  nearer,  and  presented  Ca- 
maralzanian  with  a  piece  of  aloe  wood.  Me 
placed  himself  on  the  most  elevated  seat  in 
tlie  shop,  and  fixed  his  eyes  attentively  on 
the  youth,  sobbing  and  sighing  piteously*    . 

Abderrahman  was  offended  at  this,  and 
said  to  his  son,  "  Come,  my  boy,  thou  hast 
seen  enough  for  the  first  day  of  tliy  appear- 
ance in  the  world ;  let  us  return  home."     A 
cix)wd  of  people  followed  them  along  the 
streets,  among  whom  the  dervise  made  him- 
self most  conspicuous  by  his  eagerness    to 
be  near  them.     The  young  man,  turning 
round,  asked  him,what  he  desired  with  him  ! 
The  dervise   answered,  "  I  would  be    thy 
guest  to-day." — "  Thou  art  welcome,"  said 
Camaralzaman ;  and  lliey  proceeded  to  the 
merchant's  house.     When  they  had  arrived, 
the  dervise  sat  down,  with  his  eyes  still  im- 
moveably  directed  towards  the  youth,  and 
sobbed  and  sighed  unceasingly.     Abderrah- 
man pressed  him    to  explain    what  it  was 
that  could  cause  him  to  take  so  great,  and 
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yet  90  melaDcholf  an  intentt  in  kis  sob  ;  he 
bade  him  be  calm,  to  stifle  his  sigfas,  and  dry 
his  tears.  ^Alas!  brother,''  said  the  der- 
fise.  '*  tbott  wilt  have  me  rip  open  my 
woonds  afinesh,  and  cause  my  heart  to  bleed 
anew.     But  hear  my  story : — 

^I  was  lately  in  the  town  of  Bassora.  It 
chanced  one  Friday,  as  I  was  walking 
through  the  streets^  that  I  foond  all  the  slu^ 
open,  with  the  goods  exposed  for  sale  in  the 
windows,  but  not  a  single  living  soul  either 
in  the  streets  or  in  the  houses.  As  I  felt 
hungry,  I  took  bread  out  of  one  diop,  and 
helped  mjrself  at  another  to  butter  and 
honey.  I  went  into  a  ooffiBe-house  and 
found  water  boiling  on  the  fire,  the  tables 
^read  and  meals  left  unfinished.  My  asto- 
nishment was  inconceivable  to  find  the  town 
so  deserted  and  desolate;  I  knew  not 
whether  the  inhabitants  had  b^en  awept  eway 
by  the  plagve^  or  whether  they  had  been 
obliged  so  suddenly  to  take  to  flight,  that 
th^  could  not  lock  up  their  warehouses 
and  shops.  At  that  moment  I  heard  a  rush 
in  the  street,  and  sawa  train  of  forty  female 
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*l^vc>,    aii     unveiled,    who    surrounded     a 

t^i-.-rctrr,  on    which    was    mounted    a  ladv* 

C-.  i::<rd  in   rich  apparel,  covered  with  gold 

-ir.vl  tiiai^iond-,  who?e  heav^nlv  beautv  beam- 

vvi   wx\\\   the   moro,    a^    she  wore    no   veil. 

0:;e  o:'  d.e  slaves  at   her  left  hore  a  mace ; 

::.t:  {..i!.J..e  uas  of  one  single  emerald,  and 

::s    briy.!:.!;cv    w.ix   increased    bv    the    dia- 

'r.or.vis   N\i:ii   whicii   the   mace  was  set.     Ais 

:ho  :r..in  appro^uhed  me,  I  observed  a  man 

>:re:c'".ivj  out    his   head    from  one    of  tlie 

>'vi^\^  inflows :    aiul  at    the  same  moment, 

:i't   -^v'.ve   wl.o  Ix^re  tlie  mace  hastened  up 

.r^vl  >\'.v  iiim  at  one  blow.     I  shuddered  at 

::ic  ^L'Ji'.  and  hid  myself  as  well  as  I  could-; 

M.^   t:.o   cruel    t'air  pa<>ed   on    without  per- 

ceiNiaj:  me.  but   not  without  inspiring  me 

:\^al!'.>t   mv  will  with   a   boundless  love   for 

her.      l>v   dej:rees  the    people    returned   to 

tl.cir  »»bv>ps :    I    a<ked   every   body  who   this 

lad\   wa<,  b::t  no  one  would  tell  me.     I  left 

HavMMa    with    a   heart    vhich  had    become 

I'ne  pre\  of  the  most  unbridled  passion — a 

pA<vi\>M  >\hieh  torments  me  day  and   night, 

.•iiul    which  lia«i   received    additional   power 
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from  seeing,  your  aon,  who  resembles  that 
ladjr  as  much  as  one  drop  of  water  resembles 
another/'  When  the  <iervise  had  finished 
his  stoijy  he  began  to  weep  again  in  the 
most  piteous  manner ;  and  perceiving  that 
the  sensations  which  the  si^t  of  young 
Camaralzaman  had  awakened  would  soon 
overcome  him,  he  tocd^  his  leave  and  de» 
parted. 

.  Camaralzaman,  who  listened  attentively 
to  the  dervise's  narration,  felt  his  heart 
passionately  interested  for  this  unknown 
beauty.  And  as  he  thought  of  nothing  else 
but  the  means  of  becoming  acquainted  with 
her,  he  constantly  plagued  his  father  to 
allow  him  to  travel,  as  all  other  merchants 
were  in  the  habit  of  allowing  their  sons^to  do*. 
^^  Others,''  said  the  father,  '^  send  tlieir  sons 
into  the  wide  world,  either  finom  necessity  or 
with  the  intention  of  accumulatiog  wealth ; 
but  with  me,  thank  God,  there  can  be  no 
such  cause ;  thou  wilt,  therefore,  dp  best  to 
remain  at  hoine  with  me."  But  such  rea- 
soning was  in  vain :  these  words  made  no 
inpresdoD   on  young  Camaralzaman,  and. 
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altered  not  his  determination  in  the  least. 
The  father,  therefore,  found  himself  at  length 
obliged  to  comply  with  the  wish  of  his  son. 
He  gave  ninety  thousand  dinars  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  his  journey,  to  which    liis 
mother  added  a  purse,   in   which  were  forty 
rings  set  with    precious    stones.      Among 
these  stones  there  were  ten,  each  worth   a 
thousand  dinars.     "  My  son,"   said   she,  as 
she  presented  the  purse  to  him,  "  take  par- 
ticular care  of  this,  for  you  may  chance  to 
see   the  dav  that  vou  have  no  money  left, 
and  then  it  will  be  of  great  service  to  you.'* 
Alas !  this  was  but  too  soon  the  case,  for 
when  he  was  but  one  day's    iournev  from 
Bassora,   he   was  attacked  bv  the  Bedouin 
Arabs,   wlio  plundered  his  caravan,    killed 
his  people,  and  left  him  swimming  in  his 
blood,  and  apparently  dead. 

But  as  he  was  only  wounded  he  recovered, 
and  proceeded  on  his  journey  to  Bassora. 
He  was  now  deprived  of  all  the  wealth  that 
he  had  when  he  left  his  home,  except  the 
rings  given  him  by  his  mother,  which  he 
had  fortunately  secreted  in  his  girdle.     He 
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mired  at  Bassora  on  a  Friday.  He  found 
die  streets  empty  and  the  sbc^  open ;  in 
short  the  town  was  exactly  in  diat  state  which 
the  dervise  had  before  described  to  hinu 
He  likewise  soon  perceived  the  approach  of 
a  train  of  females — it  was  the  lady  and  her 
finty  slaves.  He  therefore  hid  himself  but 
got  a  glimpse  of  this  celestial  beauty,  which 
sooverpowered  him  that  .he  fainted.  When 
he  came  to  himself  again  he  found  the 
streets  filled  with  people,  and  every  one 
proceeding  about  his  business ;  whereupon 
he  went  to  a  jeweller,  to  whom  he  sold  some 
of  his  rings,  after  which  he  procured  costly 
^>parel,  and  when  he  had  bathed,  he  laid 
himsdf  down  to  sleep. 

The  next  day  he  went  to  a  barber's,  who 
dressed  him,  and  Camaralzaman,  having 
paid  him  liberally,  related  to  him  what  he 
hid  seen,  and  desired  to  know  who  this 
lady  was.  «  Sir,"  said  the  barber;  "  I 
pray  you  beware;  do  not  mention  this 
again ;  for  if  you  do,  your  life  is  in  peril. 
If  it  should  be  known  that  you  have  seen 
that  lady,  you  are  irretrievably  lost.    To 
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confess  the  truth,  sir,  I  must  tell  you,    that 
I  do  not  comprehend  the  matter  myself.       It 
is  a  secret  which  keeps  the  whole  town     in 
awe.     It  is  tlie  cause  of  many  deaths,  partly 
from    people    imprudently   neglecting    tlie 
law,  and  allowingr  themselves  to  be  found  in 
the  streets,   and  partly  from  their  throwing 
thicmselves    intentionally    in    the    wav,    in 
order  to  satisfy  their  curiosity.     As  for  me, 
I  have,   once  for  all,  made  up  my  mind  not 
to  know  any  thing  about  the  matter;  but  if 
you  are  particularly  interested  in  this  busi- 
ness,  I  will  incjuire   of  my   wife,   who  fre- 
quently attends  in  the  harems  of  the  great, 
and  no  doubt  I  shall  be  able  to  mve  voii 
some    further    information     to-morrow." — 
"  Do    so,"    said     Camaralzaman,    slipping 
two  pieces  of  gold  into  his  hand.     "Oh!   if 
you  are  in  haste,"  said  the  barber,  "  I  will 
go  this  instant ;  sit  down  meanwhile  in  my 
shop." 

The  barber  hastened  to  his  wife,  gave  her 
the  money,  and  related  his  adventure  with 
young  Camaralzaman.  Sh.e  was  delighted, 
and  said,  "  He  is  welcome  !   Let  him  come 
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Ittther."  The  barber  then  fetched  him, 
and  he  presented  the  wife  with  two  hundred 
dining  as  an  eaniest  of  his  favour*  **  Oh  ! 
ar,"  said  she,  *'  it  is  a  most  curious  stoiy ; 
and  I  would  wager  that  you  never  heard  the 
like  in  all  your  life*  Now  listen :  the  sul- 
tan of  Bassora  was  presented,  some  time 
hade,  by  the  king  of  the  Indies,  with  a  pearl, 
whkh  in  size  and  beau^  surpassed  every 
odier  d  its  kind*  The  sultan  summoned 
all  the  jewellers  of  Bassora,  and  told  them, 
that  whoever  would  undertake  to  pierce  this 
pearl  properly,  had  only  to  demand  what  he 
would,  and  it  should  be  granted  him;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  he  fiEuled,  or  injured  the 
pearl  in  the  slightest  degree^  he  must  forfeit 
his  life*  Of  all  the  jewellers  present,  there 
was  not  one  who  dared  to  undertake  so  dan- 
ffuons  a  work;  but  they  told  the  sultan, 
there  was  a  certain  Asti  Obeid,  who  was 
probably  the  only  man  that  could  do  it  to 
his  satisfection*  He  was  ther^re  sent  for ; 
and  he  succeeded  in  piercing  the  pearl  in  so 
masterly  a  manner,  that  he  exceeded  eveiy 
body's  G^ectations*    As  this  jeweller  never 
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tloes  any  thing  vviiliout  first    consultinj^   hJs 
wife,  he  went  home,  and  asked  her  what  he 
should  demand  of  the  sultan   for  liis  work* 
manship.     His  wife  is  that  hidv  whom  vou 
saw  accompanied  by  her  forty  slaves.      She 
replied   tliat  they  were  sufficiently  rich,    so 
that  thev  had  no  need  to  wInIi  for  anv  thins* 
more   in   that    respect;  but  that  she  had    a 
i'ancv  in   hcv   luad,  v\hieh  she  was  desirous 
of  G^ratifvinu'.   She  therefore  desired  her  hus- 
band  to  recpiire  of  the  sultan  to  grant    her 
the  privilege  of  riding  everv  Friday  through 
the  town,  with  her  slaves,  and  that  no  one, 
on  pain  ol'  immediate  death,  should  dare  to 
show    liiinself    in    the    streets    durin^?    that 
time.     This  piivileiie    was    cranted  bv    the 
sultan  ;  and   since   that  time  she   continues 
every   Friday  to   parade  the  town,  for  two 
hours  before   and   for  two   hours  after   the 
mid-day  prayer  ;    during  which    time,    nei- 
ther man,    nor    dog,    nor  cat,  dare  appear 
in  the  streets.     But  1  perceive,"  continued 
the  barber's   w^fe,    ''  that    this   account    is 
not  sufficient  for  you  ;  you  would   like  to 
know  by  what  means  you  might  be  enabled 
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\o  get  a  aght  of  tbis  mirade  of  beauty. 
Hare  yoa  any  valiiaUe  gems?'-*'^  Yes! 
aboot  iiuTty,  eaeh  worth  five  handred 
dinars."—"  Very  well/'  said  she,  «  take 
one  ci  those  stones  to  Asti  Obeid,  and 
beg  him  to  set  it  as  neiatly  as  possible. 
Give  him  twen^  dindrs  on  account, 
snd  each  of  his  workmen  one;  then  sit 
down  by  him^  diat  with  him,  and  take 
cue  to  throw  every  b^gar  who  comes 
Id  the  door  a  dinar.  There  is  no  surer 
■ledKid  of  attracting  notice,  and  caimng 
your  name  to  come  to  the  ears  of  his  beaa- 

Camaialsaman  ifid  every  thing  as  the  bar- 
ber's wife  advised,  and  die  jeweller  was  asto- 
nished at  his  monificence.  It  was  his  custom 
to  work  the  most  costly  things  at  home, 
and  to  comi^te  them  in  the  presence  of  his 
wife,  who  nsed  to  sit  by  hinu  When  she 
saw  her  husband  taking  particular  care  with 
Camaralzaman*s  rin^  she  utked  whom  it. 
wasfinr;  and  her  husband  gave  her  such  a 
glowing  description  of  his  beauty  snd  gtneh 
nmtfy  that  she  burned  with  desire  to  fee 
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the   illustrious  stranger.     The  jeweller   ex- 
hausted his  breath  in  the  praises  of  young 
Caniaralzaman ;  the  shape,  the  complexion, 
the  dress,   the  air,  in  short  every  thing  be- 
lonirin^T  to  him  was   admirable.     "  He  is    a 
youth,"  said  lie,   "  whose    fair    cheeks   heal 
the   Ik  art    which    his  eves  have  wounded  I 
indeed,  can  1  say   any   tiling  more    to    his 
})raise  than   that   he  resembles  you?    And 
were  it  not  for  fear  of  offending  you,  I  would 
say  that  he  is  a  thousand  times  handsomer 
than  you  are/*     This  caused  a  little  silence 
on    the    part   of    the    jeweller's    wife,   and 
meanwhile    the    ring  was  completed ;    then 
putting  it  on    her  fmger  she  expressed    a 
wish  that  it   was   hers,   because   it   was    set 
so  exactly  to  her  taste. 

Meanwhile  Caniaralzaman  enquired  of 
the  barber^s  wife  how  lie  should  proceed 
next.  She  advised  him  to  pretend  that  the 
ring  was  too  small  for  him,  and  to  make  the 
jeweller  a  present  of  it ;  then  to  take  him  a 
stone  worth  seven  liundred  dinars,  requiring 
it  to  be  set  in  a  style  superior  to  the  former, 
presenting  the  jeweller  with  thirty,  and  each 
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of  his  workmen  with  two,  dinars.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  the  jeweller,  and  putting  on  the 
rii^,  exclaimed :  **  What  a  pity  I  it  is  too 
tight;  but  never  mind:  you  will  perhaps 
accept  it  as  a  present  for  one  of  your  slaves^ 
and  set  this  stone  instead  of  it,'*  producing 
a  diaoKHid  wcnrth  seven  hundred  dinars.  He 
then  gave  the  jeweller  thirty,  and  each  of 
his  workmen  two,  saying,  ^*  Here  is  a 
trifle  to  get  you  a  cup  of  coffee ;  and  when 
the  work  is  completed  you  shall  not  be  dis^ 
satisfied  with  the  recompense  I  shall  make 
vou." 

The  jeweller  was  surprised  at  this  gene- 
rosi^,  and  hastened  immediately  to  acquaint 
his  wife  therewith.  He  applauded  him  to 
the  skies,  and  seemed  unable  to  set  any 
bounds  to  his  admiration  of  him.  ^  He 
must  surely  be  either  a  prince  or  the  son 
of  a  saltan,"  said  he ;  and  the  more  he  said 
and  the  more  he  praised,  so  much  the  more 
did  his  wife  become  enamoured  with  the 
young  stranger,  and  her  desire  to  see  him 
'  increased.  When  the  second  ring  was  finbh- 
ed  the  jeweUer's  wife  tried  it  on,  and  re- 
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marked  liow  exceedingly  well  it  would  be- 
come her  at  tlie  side  of  the  first.  Her 
heart  beat  witli  joy  when  her  husband  ven- 
tured a  hope  that  Camaralzaman  might 
likewise  reject  this. 

Camaralzaman  paid  another  visit  to  the 
barber's  wife,  and  asked  her  further  advice. 
She  recommended  him  to  refuse  the  second 
ring  also,  upon  the  pretence  of  its  being  too 
largo,  then  to  produce  another  stone,  worth  a 
thousand  dinars,  giving  the  jeweller  forty  on 
acco\mt  of  the  work,  and  each  of  Ids  work- 
men three.  He  gave  the  barber's  wife  a 
purse  of  three  hundred  dinars  for  her  ad- 
vice, which  he  followed  punctually. — The 
jeweller  could  not  find  words  to  extol  the 
liberality  of  the  stranger.  But  his  wife  re- 
proved him  for  his  negligence,  in  never 
having  invited  to  his  house  a  man  who  had 
shewn  so  much  i^enerositv  towards  him. 
**  I  know,"  said  she,  *'  you  are  not  avari- 
cious ;  but  such  a  want  of  attention  almost 
makes  me  fancy  you  have  no  manners.  Do 
therefore  invite  him  to-morrow  to  supper." 

After  Camaralzaman  had  again  been  to 
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kb  adviser,  the  barber's  wife,  to  whom  he 
diewed  his  gratitude  by  presenting  h«r  with 
a  purse  of  feur  hundred  dinars,  he  pro- 
oeeded  to  the  jeweller's  shop  to  try  on  the 
ring.  **  It  fits  exceUently  weD,"  said  he,  ^  but 
nam  1  do  not  admire  the  sUMie.  Therefore 
keep  it  and  make  a  present  of  it  to  one  of 
TOUT  slaves.  Meanwhile  here  is  another  to 
set,  and  here  are  one  hundred  dinars  as  a 
douoear*  Pardon  me,  I  pray,  for  being  so 
troublesome.'' — ''  Say  not  so,"  replied  the 
jeweller,  ^  your  generosity  confuses  roe. 
Will  you,  sir,  do  me  at  least  the  honour  of 
supping  with  me  to-night  ?'-^<<  You  are 
Tety  kind,"  answered  Camaralzaman,  ^*  I 
cannot  refuse  so  great  an  honour." 

The  jeweller  went  in  the  evening  to  the 
okal*  to  meet  hkguest.  He tookliim  home 
with  him  and  feasted  him  with  an  exquisite 
repast.  After  coffee,  a  slave  brought  them 
in  sherbet,  which  the  jeweller's  wife  had  pre- 

*  Oiod  i*  a  laige  buikUng,  which  serves  as  warehouses 
for  goods,  and  where  the  foreign  merchants  reside.  In 
Egypt  and  Syria  it  is  called  Okal ;  in  Persia,  Caravansary ; 
aad  in  Turkey,  Khan. 
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])ared  with  her  own  hands.     But  they  had 
scarcely  drunk  a  cup  of  it  when  they  both 
fell  into  a  deep  sleep.     Tlie  shive  left  them, 
and  the  jeweller*s  wife  entered  with  a  light 
in   her  hand,  which  she  brought  in  order 
that  she  might  have  a  better  sight  of  her 
o  ucst,  whom  she  had  heretofore  only  seen  as 
lie*  passed   by  tlie  window  into  the  house. 
She  was  enchanted  with  him,  and  could  not 
keep  lier  eyes  from  his  beautiful  face.      She 
could  depend  on  the  effect  of  the  opiate,  and 
knew,  therefore,  that  neither  of  them  would 
wake.      She  knelt  down  bv  him,   kissed  his 
hands   and  face,  and  spent  the  whole  night 
at  his  side.     When  the  morning  approach- 
ed, she  put  four  small  dice   in  his  pocket, 
and  wlicn  she  had  left  him,  sent  in  her  slave, 
who  blew  a   certain  powder  into  their  nos- 
trils,   in   order   to  expel    the  effect  of  the 
opiate. 

They  awoke  and  sneezed.  "  Sir,"  said 
the  slave,  "  it  is  almost  the  hour  of  mominor 
prayer ;  I  have  brought  you  the  basin  and 
water  to  wash." — '^  Good  morning,"  said 
the  jeweller,  "  this   room   promotes  sleep 
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^try  mach,  for,  as  often  as  I  lay  myself 
fiown  here,  I  ikll  asleep^  and  do  not  awake 
ontQ  it  is  broad  day-light."    Camarabaman 
goi  np  to  wash  himseli^  and  perceived  that 
kb  lips  and  dieeks  burned  like  fire.  ^  What 
can  this  be  V  said  he.     '«  O  I  it  is  nothing," 
said  the  jeweller,  ^  it  is  merely  the  gnat 
hite&" — "  Bat  have  you  none,   then?' — 
^  No.    I  have  no  sweet  blood,  and  moreover, 
my  stroi^  beard  is  not  likely  to  lead  the 
goals  into   temptation.      They  only  vent 
their  Any  on  strangers  and  soft  downy  faces 
like  yours."     They  breakfasted ;  and  after 
Camaralaaman  had  taken  leave,    he  pro- 
ceeded  straightway   to  the  barber's  wife. 
"^  Well,"  said  she,  "^  what  news  ?  Tell  me  all 
diat  has  happened."   He  did  so.    **  What," 
said  sh^    *'  has  this  adventure  produced 
nodiing  more?" — ^  Nothing  more,"  replied 
he^  '*  except  that  I  found  these  four  dice 
ia   my  podcet  this  morning." — ^'  I^t  me 
see  them,"  said  the  barber's  wife.     *^  Ah ! 
ah !"  said  she,  '*  what  a  simpleton  you  must 
be,  not  to  perceive  that  your  burning  lips 
and  chedcs  are  glowing  from  the  warm 
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kisses  of  your  paramour,    and    that    these 
dice  are  a  reproach  which  she  makes   you 
for  sleeping,  instead  of  improving  such    an 
opportunity.     It  is  just  as  if  she  had  said, 
'  He  is  a  baby,  and  sleeps  away  his   time  ; 
here  are  dice  for  him  to  play  with,   for  he 
knows  nothing   better/     Is   this  not  plain 
enough  to  you  ?     Try  again,  and  profit  by 
the  invitation  this  evening,   if  the  jeweller 
repeats  it,  as  I  have  no  doubt  he  will.     Be- 
have  yourself  gallantly,    and  I   think  you 
have  no  catise  to  doubt  of  success.     Caraar- 
alzaman  promised  licr  a  purse  of  five  hun- 
dred dinars,  and  repaired  to  the  okal. 

When  the  jeweller  went  to  his  wife  to  wish 
her  a  good  morning,  she  inquired  how  the 
stranger  had  passed  the  night.  "  Very  badly," 
said  he,  "  ft)r  we  fell  tuslcep,  and  were  only 
roused  up  at  daylight." — "  I  am  sorry  for 
that,"  answered  his  wife,  "  and  I  think  the 
least  you  can  do  to  make  up  for  this,  and  to 
shew  your  gratitude  for  his  unprecedented 
generosity,  is  to  invite  him  again  this  even- 
ing if  you  can  meet  with  him." 

The  jeweller  invited  Camaralzaman  again, 
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9ad  the  night  passed  precisely  as  the  fonner. 
hi  die  monuDg,  when  Camaralzanian  awoke, 
Us  lips  and  cheeks  were  burning  as  before, 
and  feeling  in  his  podc^  he  found  a  knife 
vhich  the  jeweller's  wife  had  placed  there. 
He  again  took  leare  of  the  jeweller  and  went 
to  the  okad  to  fetch  the  &ve  hundred  dinars, 
vUch  he  had  promised  the  barber's  wife,  and 
then  paid  her  a  visit)  telling  her  his  proceed* 
Bigs  and  showing  her  the  knife.  "Woe 
to  you !  woe  to  you  \"  exclaimed  she,  "  if 
JOB  sleep  again;  your  loTer  is  enraged 
^  yoo,  and  threatens  by  this  knife  to  IdU 
yon  if  she  again  finds  you  deeping."---'^'  But 
kyw  shall  I  be  able  to  prevent  it  ?'  said  he^ 
^  I  almost  believe  that  there  must  be  a 
Qarcotic  property  in  the  dierbet  which  the 
dave  brings  us  every  night" — *'  Very  well," 
cniitinued  the  barber*s  wife,  "  if  you  i«ally 
think  this  to  be  tlie  case,  wait  until  the 
jewdler  has  drunk  his,  then  pretend  to 
drink  yours,  put  the  cup  behind  your 
CDdaon,  seem  in  the  presence  of  the  skwe 
to  foil  asleep,  and  then  expect  what  fate  has 
fivther  to  unfold  for  you*" 
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Camaralzanian  punctually  followed  this 
i^ood  advice.  The  supper  and  the  sherbet 
passed  as  usual,  and  the  slave  withdrew  to 
acquaint  her  mistress  that  her  husband  and 
his  guest  had  fallen  asleep.  The  jeweller's 
wife  entered  the  chamber  with  a  drawn 
sword  in  her  hand,  which  she  flourished 
vengefully  over  Camaralzaman's  head.  He 
opened  his  eyes,  and  threw  himself  at  her 
feet.  Thev  embraced  each  other,  and  she 
enquired  wlio  had  taught  liim  to  play  off' 
such  a  trick  and  not  to  drink  the  sherliel. 
He  made  no  secret  of  his  acquaintance  with 
tlie  barber's  wife,  and  she  replied:  "You 
will  now  have  no  further  necessity  for  her 
advice.  Ask  her,  however,  to-morrow,  if 
she  knows  anv  further  means  to  favour  our 
interviews;  and  should  she  say  yes,  then 
listen  to  them ;  but  if  she  say  no,  have 
done  with  her.  In  future  I  will  be  your 
adviser." 

The  night  glided  quickly  away.  "  I  am 
thine,"  said  she  to  Camaralzaman,  "do  with 
me  as  thou  wilt,  but  think  not  that  I  shall 
be  content  to  call  mvself  thine  for  one  or 
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two  niglitSy  or  one  or  two  weeks,  or  for  one 
or  two  naonthsy  or  for  one  or  two  years. 
No !  I  will  be  thine  for  ever  I  I  will  leave 
myhiidMUidy  and  follow  thee  into  thine  own 
ooantry.  But,  listen  to  me;  if  thon  lovest 
mey  do  as  I  direct.  If  my  husband  invite 
thee  again  to  supper,  tell  him  thou  fearest 
Aoa  encfoachest  on  his  kindness,  but  pro- 
pose to  him  to  hire  a  house  for  thee,  near 
oors,  so  that  you  may  visit  each  other 
more  ocmveniently  and  without  ceremony. 
My  husband  will  then  come  and  ask  my 
advice^  and  I  shall  propose  to  him  to  refit  for 
you  the  house  which  adjoins  this  and  also 
befongs  to  him.  When  thou  art  once  there, 
I  ^1  take  care  for  the  rest.** 

Camanlxaman  swore  eternal  constancy 
and  love,  and  sealed  the  oath  with  innume- 
raUe  kisses.  In  the  morning  he  took  leave 
as  usual,  and  complained  again  of  the  gnat- 
bites.  He  went  his  way  to  the  barber's  wife, 
and  told  her  angrily  that  he  had  not  got  any 
finther  that  night  than  on  the  two  preced- 
ing. "  Then  verily,"  said  she^  "  I  have 
done  all  I  can  for  you,  and  know  not  what 
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t(i  lulvisc  Villi  furlhcr." — "  In  that  case," 
plieil  lie.  •'  I M  ill  relinquish  my  pursuit,"  ai 
so  sii\  iii^.  lie  took  Iciive  of  her.  HereupOD 
Weill  lo  the  iontlkr,  iiiid  communicated  1 
ilfiiro  i>l'  living  iic:i!'er  to  him,  just  us  he  wi 
tliri'cit'il  bv  his  iimnioraiii.    The  Jeweller  wa 
(lehghuil  lit  this,  mid  the  next  day  Camar 
al/auuiii  look  po-iosion  of  the  house  whici 
Wiis  eouii!.uiiii-  lo  llie  jeweller'^i.  whose  wife 
h;ul  lakiii  c-.y.x-  to   have   a  hole  made  in  the 
\v:ill  which  scp:!raud  them,   and  which  was 
huhliii  on  lioili  sides  by  a  cupboard. 

C\ini:UMl/,uiuui  Mas  very  much  surprized 
oti  -.viiiLj:  lii-  biKived  rii-h  into  the  room* 
:u'..l  .o-.riLi  iM  ooiKvivc  how  .she  could  ma- 
ll.;::,- !■'  !i'>'i  l'if-,!l'  in  -.>  small  acupboard. 
Sin  M'.'ii  ilt.iiiJ  lip  Ills  doubts,  and  then 
ilii-w  oii(  ["L^  bai;s  of  jTolil.  The  next  day 
>lu-  I'voii^hi  him  fonr  more,  and  on  the 
ihtui  d:i\  aiso  four.  In  iliis  manner  she 
{M.«t'd  the  days  in  plundering  her  husband  ; 
;hts  beiui;  ciirisimied  in  tlie  embraces 
r,  whiUl  till'  jeweller  slept  away 
of  the  shcrlvt.  On  the  fourth 
•Wl^  him  a   s}>lendid   do^er 
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to  her  husband,  which  he  hadseC 
Toy  csrefolly  with  his  own  hands.    The 
goU  wock  alone  on  the  handle  had  cost  fi?e 
dinazsy  not  to  mention  the  predous 
with  which  it  was  thickly  set.    Putthis 
in  thy  girdle,"  said  she  to  him,  ^  and 
go  into  my  husband's  shop^  show  it  to  him 
wrbatnu^  be  the  value  (rf'iL  He  will 
liately  aak  thee  whence  thou  hast  it. 
Then  tell  him,  that  passing  the  market-|daoe, 
thoQ   heardst  two  men  conversing,   one  of 
whom  said  that  he  had  got  this  dagger  from 
his  mistress,  who^  having  already  given  him 
all  tlie  money  she  conld  take  from  her  hus- 
band, had  now  h^un  to  nmke  free  with  his 
foods.    Say  that  thou  didst  accost  the  man 
and   boy  the  dagger  of  him.    Then  leave 
the  shop  and  come  home,  and  here  thou  wilt 
find  me  in  the  cupboard  to  take  the  dagger 
■grpin       Camaralgaman   took   the   dagger, 
went  next  day  to  the  dbop  and  played  dlie 
part  directed. 

The  jeweller,  on  hearing  Camaralzaman's 
aloiy,  flew  into  a  dreadful  passion,  and 
haidly  knew  ^riiat  he  said  or  did ;  he  an* 
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swerecl  in  uncoiinectecl  words,  like  one  who 
is  absent,  and  of  whom  the  poet  says: 

"  What  has  just  been  said  I  know  not,  I 
*•  am  so  busied  with  mv  dreams.  I  am  so 
'•  far  sunk  in  a  sea  of  thought,  that  I  dis- 
'•  tinij;ui>h  not  whetlier  those  who  speak  to 
*"  me  are  men  or  an^^els.'* 

Camaralzaman  perceived  his  confusion, 
left  him,  and  took  the  datjuer  to  his  mis- 
tress.  81ie  was  alreadv  waiting  for  him  in 
tlie  cupboard,  and  he  described  to  her,  as 
well  as  he  was  able,  the  uneiisiness  and  per- 
plexity in  which  he  had  left  her  husband. 

Tiie  jeweller  liastened  home,  racked  by 
the  fiirvof  iealousv,  and  hissin<T  hkea  snake. 
"  Where  is  niv  daixirer?"  cried  he.  "  In 
ihe  chest,"  answered  his  wife;  '"  but  there 
is  somethiuii:  dreadful  in  vour  thouifhts !  I 
will  not  u'ive  it  vou  now."  He  insisted  on 
havint^  it,  and  she  opened  the  chest  and 
hrouirht  it  out  to  him.  '*  This  is  curious!" 
Naid  he.  *'  What  is  curious?" — "Why," 
replied  the  jeweller,  "it  is  but  just  now  I 
saw  what  1  took  to  be  this  same  daijnrer  in  the 
i^irdle  of  our  friend  and  neighbour.'' — "  Oh, 
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90  yoa  have  dared  to  suspect  your  spouse!  you 
faase^  unworthy  man !"  rejoined  his  wicked 
wtfe.  The  jeweller  begged  her  to  forget  it^ 
aiMl  did  all  in  his  power  to  appease  her 
anger,  which  appeared  to  him  perfectly  na* 
toral. 

The  next  day  the  same  farce  was  played 
off  with  a  watch,  which  Camaralzaman  shew- 
ed the  jeweller,  who  recognized  it  for  his 
own.  He  hastened  home  immediately  to 
oonvince  himself  widi  his  own  eyes ;  but  his 
wife  having  already  taken  the  watch  into 
her  possession  again,  through  the  cupboard, 
produced  it  to  him,  and  loaded  him  at  the 
same  time  with  reproaches  for  his  jealous 
and  suspicions  character. 

Tlis  was  not  all.  As  Camaralzaman  did 
not  come  towards  evening,  the  jeweller's 
wife  sent  her  husband  to  seek  him.  He 
found  in  Camaralzaman's  house,  a  great 
deal  of  furniture  which  belonged  to  him- 
self; but  he  had  not  courage  enough  to  ask 
how  it  had  come  thither.  Camaralzaman 
went  as  usual  to  sup  with  the  jewdler;  the 
dare  appeared  with  the  two  cups  of  sherbe^ 
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The  jeweller,  overcome  by  llie  opiate,  fell 
asleep,  and  the  two  lovers  kept  awake  and  con- 
sulted on  new  means  to  induce  the  jeweller 
to  divorce  his  wife.  "  Since  every  thing  has 
thus  fiir  been  of  no  avail,"  said  the  jeweller's 
wife,  "  I  will  disii'uisc  mvsclf  to-morrow  as 
a  slave,  and  thou  shalt  take  me  to  my  hus- 
bancVs  shop,  and  say  thou  hast  just  bought 
me  at  the  slave-market,  and  then  unveil  me 
before  him;  we  shall  then  see  if  this  will  not 
open  his  eyes.'* 

The  next  day  she  actually  dressed  herself 
like  a  slave,  and  accompanied  her  lover  to 
her  husband\s  shop.     ''  See,*'  said  Camaral- 
zaman  to  the  jeweller,  '^  here  is  a  slave  whom 
1  have  bought  for  a  thousand  dinars;  look 
at  her  and  tell  me  how  you  like  her."  So  say- 
ing, he  unveiled  her.     The  jew^eller  seemed 
as  if  he  had  just  fallen  from  the  clouds  when 
he  beheld  his  own  wife,  decked  with  those 
very  jewels  wliich   he  himself  had  worked* 
Amongst  others,  she  had  both  the  rings  on 
her  finger  which  Camaralzaman  had  made 
him  a  present  of.     "What  is  her  name?" 
asked  he.     '•  Plalima,"    said  Camaralzaman. 
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was  his  wife's  real  name.  At  this  the 
jeweller  was  so  oonfonnded,  that  he  knew  not 
what  to  say.  But  recovering  himself  heob- 
aenred :  ^^  A  thousand  dinars  ?  These  two 
rin^  are  at  least  worth  that  money/'  pointing 
to  thoseof  Camaralzaman;  ^*you  have,  there- 
lbre»  all  besides  for  nothing !  '  This  was  all 
he  oould  say,  for  the  fire  of  jealousy  stream- 
ed throu^  his  veins,  his  heart  sunk,  and 
his  head  went  round.  Camaralzaman  had 
scarcely  left  the  shop,  when  the  jeweller 
hastened  straightway  home.  His  wife  had, 
however,  arrived  before  him;  and  when 
he  saw  her  sitting  just  in  the  some  dues  in 
whidi  he  had  left  her  when  he  went  out^  he 
wrung  his  hands  and  paced  the  room  in 
i^ny.  He  then  cried  out:  ^'  There  can  be 
no  might  nor  power  but  in  the  hands  of  the 
Ahnigh^  r—'<  What  is  the  matter  ?"  said 
his  wife^  **  what  surprises  jaa  so  much?"-— ^^  I 
will  tell  you,"  answered  he^  ^^  if  you  will  pro- 
mise not  to  be  angry.  I  have  just  seen  a  slave, 
whom  our  ftiend  has  boiq^ht,  and  who  is  so 
like  yon  that  she  seems  your  second  sel£"-* 
^  Vile  man  I"  said  she^  ^<  do  you  dare  to 
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insult  my  honour  by  so  gross  a  suspicion  ! 
How  could  that  be  possible?" — "Hush! 
hush  !"  retorted  the  jeweller,  "  that  mii^clit  as 
well  be  possible  as  many  other  tricks  which 
women  play  their  husbands." — "  Then," 
said  she,  "  convince  yourself  with  vour  oivn 
eyes  ;  run  round  to  our  neighbour,  and  see 
wliether    vou  do   not   ihid   the  slave    with 

* 

him/' — "  Well  said,"   replied  the  jeweller, 
''  there  is   no   suspicion    which    cannot     he 
cleared  up  with  such  evidence."     He  there- 
fore hurried    down  stairs  and  out   of    the 
house,  to  uo  to  Camaralzaman.    But  HaHnia 
was  there  before  him ;  and  her  husband  M-as 
so  surprised  and  confounded  at  this  perfect 
likeness,    that    he   knew    not   what    to   sav. 
**  God    is    great  !"     he   exclaimed,     '*   He 
created  natm*e  with  all  her  pranks,  just  as  it 
pleased  Him."      He  then  went  again  to  liis 
own   house,   and  finding  his  wife  just  as  lie 
had  left  her,  heaped  encomiums  and  caresses 
on   her.     He  proceeded  afterwards  to    his 
^hop,  and  Halima  passed  through  the  cu|V 
board  to  her  lover.     She  told  him  that  they 
Ijad    now    nothing    to   do   but   to   prepare 
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fer  tbeir  departure.  She  brought  him  four 
more  bags  of  gold,  with  which  she  request- 
ed him  to  purchase  slav^  and  make  the 
necessary  preparatimis  for  their  journey; 
and  added,  that  as  far  as  regarded  herself 
she  was  quite  ready.  '^  For  love  of  thee," 
said  she,  '^  I  will  forsake  every  thing — ^my 
husband  and  my  home.  Go,  therefore,  to 
ray  husband,  take  leave  of  him,  and  pay  him 
the  rent  for  thy  house.'' 

Camaralzaman  proceeded  to  the  jeweller 
to  acquaint  him  with  his  intention  of  return- 
ing home,  and  to  ask  how  much  he  owed  him 
tar  the  rent  of  his  house.  The  jeweller  told 
him  not  to  mention  such  a  trifle  after  having 
shewn  him  so  many  acts  of  kindness,  and 
given  so  many  proo&  of  his  liberality,  ad- 
ding :  <*  Alas,  my  friend !  how  unhappy  shall 
I  be  when  you  leave  me."  So  saying,  he 
burst  into  tears.  In  order  not  to  leave  any 
act  of  duty  or  friendship  undone  during  the 
remaining  two  days  that  they  should  be 
together,  the  jeweller  condescended  to  assist 
him  to  pack  up  his  treasures  with  his  own 
haiid&     Halima,  who  did  not  wish  to  part 
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with  her  trusty  slave,  contrived  to  transfer 
her    to    Camarulzanian    with    the    consent 
of    her    luisband.      She    pretended    to     be 
an^rv  with   lier  and    beat    her,    and    tlien 
beg<i;ed  her  husband  to  sell  her,   or,  if  lie 
thought  it  better,   to  make   Camaralzaman 
a  present   of    her    to    accompany   him    on 
his  journey.     The    jeweller  took  the  slave 
to     Camaralzaman    and     told    him      that 
she     had    behaved    disrespectfully    towards 
his    wife,     and    therefore   he    would    give 
her  to  him  as  a  companion    for   his   slave 
Halima. 

When  the  camels  were  beini^  loaded  in 
Older  to  set  out  on  the  journey,  the  jeweller 
ap])roached  to  bid  farewell  to  Camaralza- 
man, who  on  his  part  ordered  Halima  and 
her  slave  to  go  and  kiss  the  jeweller's  hand- 
They  did  so,  and  he  helped  them  to  mount 
their  litter.  Tliey  departed,  had  a  pleasant 
jt)urney,  and  arrived  safe  in  Egypt,  without 
anv  material  accident.  As  soon  as  Camar- 
alzaman  came  to  the  borders  of  his  own 
country,  he  dispatched  a  courier  to  acquaint 
his  father  with  his  return.    It  is  easy  to  ima- 
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gine  tlie  joy  of  the  old  man  on  bearing  these 
tidingS)  as  he  had  not  had  any  account  of 
his  son  for  a  great  length  of  time.  He  and 
all  his  friends  came  as  far  as  the  suburb 
Adeliyah*  to  meet  his  returning  son,  and 
conducted  him  home  in  triumph.  When 
HaUma  stepped  from  her  litter,  all  eyes 
were  dazzled  by  her  beauty,  and  Camaral- 
xaman's  father  asked  eagerly,  ^'Is  she  a 
prinoess  T" — ^^  No,"  answered  Halima,  ^^  I 
am  the  betrothed  of  your  son."  Now  when 
the  day  had  passed  and  the  company  retired, 
Abderrahman  took  his  son  aside,  and  asked 
him  who  this  lady  was  whom  he  had  brought 
home  with  him?  He  replied,  ^^  Beauty 
was  the  secret  motive  of  my  journey,  and 
dial  beaaty  I  have  procured ;  she  is  the  very 
woman  whom  the  dervise  described  to  us, 
md  it  is  my  intention  to  make  her  my  wife." 
He  then  related  to  his  fisither  all  his  adven- 

*  This  fiasage  would  alone  serve  to  prove  that  this 
itory  is  one  of  the  new  tales,  composed  in  Egypt. 
M^kfA  takes  its  mune  from  a  mosqiie  built  by  King 
Mrtrfcrimlrl,  of  the  dynasty  of  the  Ayubites  in  the  se- 
tcKhceDtury  of  the  Hegisk 
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lures,   from  tlie   beginning  until  that    day* 
Hut  he  answered,    "  My  curse  be  upon  thee 
here   and    hereafter,    if  thou    fulfillest    thv 
determination    to    marry    such    a   wretch  f 
Reflect,    may  slie  not  conduct    herself  to- 
wards  thee  in  the  same  disgraceful   manner 
as  she    has    already  done  towards  her  first 
husband?     Be   persuaded   by  me;    let   me 
choose   for  thee  a  girl   of  good  family  and. 
irreproachable  character."     Such  a  remon- 
strance  made   Camaralzaman   waver  in  his 
determination,  and  he   promised  his  father 
not  to  marrv  her.     Abderrahman  embraced 
him,  and  gave  orders  that  Halima  and  her 
slave  might  be  conducted  to  a  pavilion,  and 
a  guard  set  over  them  ;  he  commanded  that 
a  negro  should  take  them  their  food,  and 
that   no  one   besides  should  have  any   in« 
tercourse  with  them,  or  even  see  them. 

Abderrahman  then  sought  among  his 
friends  and  acquaintance  a  suitable  person  to 
whom  tounitehissonin  matrimony;  andafter 
he  had  proposed  and  rejected  many,  he  fixed 
on  the  daughter  of  the  mufti,  who  was  the 
first  beauty  in  Cairo,  and  even  surpassed 
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Hdiing.  The  ceremony  of  betrothing  was 
performed  with  all  due  solemnity  and  gran- 
deur. Banqueting,  illuminations,  dancing 
and  games  continued  for  forty  dajrs.  On 
the  hut  day  there  was  a  feast  for  the  poor, 
who  were  invited  thither  from  far  and  near, 
lo  fill  thonselyes  and  be  meny.  Among 
them  appeared  a  man  clothed  in  rags,  whoae 
fooe  and  skin  was  burnt  quite  brown  by  the 
mn.  Tlie  notice  of  Camaralzaman  was 
attracted  by  this  stranger,  and  he  recognized 
in  him  the  ill-treated  jeweller,  Asti  Obeid« 

After  he  had  assisted  his  own  wife  to  get 
into  her  litter,  and  had  taken  leave  of 
Gunaralzaman,  he  went  to  his  shop,  and  re- 
mained there  the  whole  day  at  his  work. 
It  was  only  late  in  the  evening  that  he  went 
home.  But  when  he  found  neither  his  wife 
Dor  ai^  of  his  valuables,  he  then  perceived 
the  deceit  she  had  practised  on  him,  and 
in  despair  determined  to  put  an  end  to  his 
odstence.  He  desisted,  however,  when  he 
reflected  how  much  his  enemies  would  glory 
in  his  disgrace  and  folly,  and  put  so  good  a 
fece  on  his  vexation,  that  no  one  observisd. 

VOL.  I.  I 
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aiiv  thiiijx  uncommon  in  his  behaviour.       He 
deiermincd  to  keep  tlie  secret  of  his  shame, 
aiul  ixave  t)ut  amonix  his  friends  that  he   in- 
t.iulod  taking  his  wife  with  him  to  Cairo,  to 
v'>it  his  friend  Camaralzaman.    At  the  same 
lime,    he   solicited    his  friends,    in   case   he 
>lu)ukl  be  inquired  for  at  court,  to  say  that 
l.L*   was   ufone  with  liis  wife  to  Mecca.      He 
purchased   a    shive,   whom  he  placed  on   a 
'i!{icr,  and  jxivino-  out  that  she  was  his  "wrife, 
>«.t  out  the  next  day  fur  Egypt. 

The  iiitelligence  that  tlie  jeweller  and  his 
\\  ilo  had  left   Bassora  on  a  journey  was    a 
-ource  of  iiival  iov  to  the  inhabiiants  of  that 
citv,  as  thev  were  thereby  released  from   the 
tvranny  of    the    Friday  procession,    during 
which   tinu^   all   those  who  had  anv  reMrd 
tor  their  heads  were  obliged  to  betake  theni- 
5oivt  s  to  the  m(>sques.   Soon  after  Asti  Obeid 
l;ad  left  his  native  cilv,  the  same  fate  befell 
him  which  Camaralzanuui  had  formerly  met 
with   wlien   he  was  but   one  day's  journey 
from  Bassora.     He  was  ])lundered  by   the 
Arabs  of  the  de>ert.     Tluis  he  was  obligeil 
to  live  on  alms,  and  beg  Ids  way  from  towu 
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to  lowD,  until  he  arrived  in  Cairo,  where 
this  great  feast  had  attracted  a  considerable 
nimiber  of  the  poor. 

Camaralsaman  apprised  his  &ther  of  tlie 
disooveiy  he  had  made.  His  father  told  him 
to  keq>  his  eye  on  Obeid,  and  that  they 
vould  byHind»bye  interrogate  him,  after  he 
kad  eatea  and  drunk  and  partaken  of  the 
cofte  and  sherbet. 

When  the  jeweller  was  about  to  depart, 
Abderrahman  called  him.  He  approached, 
and  recognizing  Camaralssaman,  stood  petri- 
fied with  shame.  Camaralzaman  fell  on  his 
nesk  and  wept.  ^^  This  is  not  the  way  to 
receive  your  friends,"  said  Abderrahman; 
^let  him  first  have  a  bath,  and  give  him 
new  raiment."  He  was  led  to  a  bath,  and  a 
lobe  was  brought  for  him,  which  could  not 
he  worth  Jess  than  one  thousand  dinars.  The 
guests  adced  who  this  stranger  was,  and 
Camaralaaman  informed  them  that  he  came 
firom  Bassora,  and  had  been  a  rich  jeweller, 
and  one  of  his  best  friends.  He  bade  them 
Bot  t»  be  surprised  to  see  him  in  such  an 
ab)ect  statcy  as  he  had  probably  fallen  ii\to 

I  2 
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the  liands  of  the  Arabs,  who  had  reduced 
him  to  this.  He  related  his  having  formerly 
been  treated  in  the  like  manner,  and  that  he 
must  ascribe  his  own  recovery  solely  to  the 
care  and  attention  of  this  friend.  By  this 
narration  he  made  the  jeweller  appear  in  a 
very  favourable  light  to  his  company,  and 
when  he  came  in  among  them  again,  they 
all  stood  up  and  received  him  with  marks  of 
the  greatest  respect.  In  order  to  prevent 
his  guest's  experiencing  any  uncomfortable 
sensation  or  suspicion,  Camaralzaman  ex- 
pressed, in  a  voice  so  loud  that  all  could  hear 
him,  his  gratitude  and  the  many  obligations 
he  owed  the  jeweller  for  his  kind  reception 
of  and  attention  to  him  in  Bassora.  He 
shewed  him  also  many  other  httle  civilities, 
and  kej)t  liim  so  deeply  engaged  in  conversa- 
tion, that  the  jeweller  found  no  opportunity 
to  open  his  mouth  respecting  his  wife.  But 
when  they  were  alone,  Abderrahman  re- 
marked to  the  jeweller,  that  they  had  pur- 
posely prevented  liis  touching  on  the  subject 
which  brought  him  thither,  before  the  stran- 
gjers,  in  order  to   spare   his  honour.      He 
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di^i  related  to  Asti  Obeid  the  whole  in- 
tri^e;   and  haying  concluded,  he  added: 
"  You  must  perceive,  in  the  whole  business, 
chat  my  son  has  not  so  much  been  the  se- 
ducer as  the  seduced ;  for  the  man  who  is 
seduced  by  a  woman  is  not  so  guilty  as  the 
woman  who  does  not  at  all  times  reject  the 
approaches  and  attacks  of  a  man/'    The 
jeweller  answered,  with  a  deep  sigh,  that  he 
fislt  but  too  truly  the  truth  of  this  assertion* 
Then  Abderrahman  took  his  son  aside, 
and  remarked  to  him,  that  the   merchant 
seemed  clearly  convinced  that  his  wife  had 
been  most  to  blame*     *^  But  now,"  conti- 
nued he,  *'  we  shall  see  whether  he  is  a  man 
of  honour,  or  whether  he  is  vile  and  weak 
enough  to  pardon  this  wretched  woman,  and 
lire  in  acknowledged  dishonour.      In   the 
latter  case  my  mind  is  made  up ;  my  dag^ 
ger  shall  pierce  his  heart  as  well  as  his 
wife's ;  for  we  do  a  service  to  mankind  in 
general,  if  we  clear  the  world  of  bad  wo- 
men and  mean  spirits."     He  then  went  to 
the  jeweller,  and  said  to  him :  ^*  My  friend, 
to  be  married  is  not  die  business  of  a  mo* 
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irient,    but  needs  long  ])atience.     You  kno%v 
that  we  must  bear  witli  women,  and,  as  the 
proverb    says:     'If  tliey    were   in    heaven, 
I  hey    would    still    have  power    enough      to 
draw  us   thither  after  them.*     To  forgive  is 
a    meritorious  action   in   the    eves   of  God. 
C'amaralzaman  is  your  friend,  and  your  wife 
has  repented  of  her  inconstancy  to  you;   be 
ilieiefore  generous,    and    forgive   her.      To 
be  reconciled  with  her,  is  wliat  I  advise;  and 
il' vou  will  stav  here,  you  will  do  me  a  <jreat 
honour;  but  if  vou  wish  to  return  into  your 
ov.n   country,    I  will  give  you  every  thing 
necessary  for  your  journey.   Let  your  anger, 
therefore,  be  appeased,  and  go  to  your  wife.'* 
— ^'   Where    is   she?"    asked    the  jeweller, 
"  In  yonder    pavilion,"  replied   Abderrah- 
nian,  wJiere  she  luis  been  confined  since  the 
arrival  of  my  son.     I   have  found  another 
woman  for  his  wife,  and   we  have  only  this 
day   concluded    the  festivities  of  their  be- 
trothai;  here   is    the  key  of  the  pavilion." 
The  jeweller  took  it  with  demonstrations  of 
joy,  and   Abderrahnian  followed  him  at  a 
distance,  armed  with  a  dagger,  which  he  had 
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detenBined  to  make  use  o£   As  the  jeweller 
Ajvproadied  the  door  of  the  payilion$  he 
beard  his  wife  crying  and  lamenting  the 
maiTiage  of  her  lover.    To  this  her  slave 
answered,    **  Biadam,  did  I  not  tell  jou, 
froia  the  very  commencement  of  your  amour 
with  the  beautiful  youth,  that  it  woidd  come 
to  a  bad  end?    Is  this  the  reward  for  so 
iBany  sacrifices  as  you  made  for  him,  that 
yoa  should  be  imprisoned  as  soon  as  you 
had    arrived   at   what    you  supposed  the 
oommciMsement  of  your  joys?**—**  Peace ! 
peace !"  exclaimed  the  jeweller's  wife,  **  I 
would  i;ather  languish  in  a  prison  for  his 
sulrej  thtan  live  in  freedom  with  my  hus- 
band.''— *^  In&mous  wretch !"  cried  her  hus- 
band*   He  entered  the  pavilion,  seized  his 
wife,  and  strangled  her,  as  well  as  her  slave. 
The  next  moment,  however,  he  was  full  of 
remojse  for  having  aUowed  his  rage  to  drive 
him  to  sudi  dreadful  extremes ;  and  fear- 
ing also    the    anger  of  Abderrahman    for 
*  Juuring  committed  this  murder  in  his  house, 
he  was  about  to  kill  himself;  but  Abderrah- 
jjnux^  who  had  stood  behind  the  door,  and 
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had  been  witness  to  the  whole  scene,   Hew 
into   his   arms,    and  embracing   him,   saicf, 
*•  You  have  indeed  done  as  a  man  of  honour 
t)iiu:ht   to  have  done.     Behold  this  dagger. 
Hiul  vou  been   so  basely  weak  as  to   have 
})aidoned  your  wife,    I  had  determined   to 
Use  it,  to  rid  the  world  of  you,  and  her,  and 
her  slave  to<rether.*     But  now  vou  are  wel- 
come  to  my  house,  and,  if  you  please,  to  the 
hand  oi^  mv  daughter,   Mornin<T-Star,   Ca- 
maral/aman's  sister." 

It  was  ijiven  out,  tliat  the  two  women  who 

'    rii:>  (iitiiniinatioii  oi  Alnlornihmairs  ii>  ^uite  in  the 
^]-    :•   k\    xhc  Ar;il>i.in   nr.umers,   ami   Iia.s   nothing   cxa^- 
.M.i.'iu  ill  It.     .s.";.,ilar  examples  of  the  eniel  severity  with 
\x':,,li  ir.cn  rtwiiire   tlie  violated  honour  of  their  harems, 
•0     ;^i:    ;;t   all    ur.i\  innuMi    air.oiitr    the    inhabitants   of 
Fcv;^:.      D'.nii  c    'lu'    re-iilence    of  tiie  I'reneh  at   Cairo, 
:'.:<    .i>;iijht(.'i    d&.i    >lieikli    Alhekri.    one  of  tiieir  ftri^t 
•\r.>:>.    !M     i!c":.iiee    <'l    the  reNtrierions  of   tlie   harem, 
VN(il  to  u'^e  ahriit  U'.e  (\iir]>.      A^  soon,  howcxi-r,  as  the 
}''\:\:\  /.nry  inii'vtvil  C;:iro,  <he  was  strangled  hy  oTie  erf' 
!•.< '    :u-.;rr«-:    u',>.:;v>-s;    ii'.al    only  a  few  hours   after  this 
*..ve.  :...v'.  I'll!'  »\'!.-.ir.i:ud.  ani)ther  of  hci  kinsmen  spoke 
.v»   jue  rv^l^^'t!I•.c  It.  witli  all  the  eonipo>urc  which  the 
,on\'e'.!on   of    having  done   a   virtuous   and   honourable 
At  I  on   »5lor\!>. — *Vi  r«  htj  M.  von  Hummir. 


Kmed  vitb  Camarwliaman  had  died  a 
natnnl  death,  and  ihey  wer'e  publiclj  bu- 
ried. Abdemhman  went  to  the  mufti, 
and  told  hioi  that  the  marriage  of  both  their 
daughters  should  take  place  at  the  uant 
time;  and  thqr  were  accborditigly  joine 
together  at  the.8el£>same  heat)  to  the  great 
joj  of  Abdenrahman,  Camarahuntian,  and 
Obeid,  the  jeweller* 

Some  time  after,  the  latter  began  to  fee 
dettxoos  of  seeing  his  native  land  again 
and,  taking  leave  of  his  father-^in^law,  he^ 
returned  with  his  new  wife  to  Bassora.  His 
friends^  who  supposed  he  had  been  in  the 
Hejaz,  received  him  with  great  joy,  and 
smilingly  said,  they  hoped  in  future  that  bis 
wife  would  resign  her  privilege  of  the  pro- 
cessions on  Friday;  for  they  knew  not  a 
word  of  all  that  had  happened,  and  Obeid 
had  determined  to  tell  no  one  of  iu  But 
the  king  seemed  resolved  to  punish  him  for 
having  <lared  to  make  a  journey  without 
asking  his  permission;  and  he  was,  there- 
fiyre,  under  the  necessity  of  disclosing  the 
secret  of  his  absence  to  him,  and  it  is  from 
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this  source  llmt  it  li;is  descended  down  to  us. 
Five  vears  afterwards,  the  jeweller  died,  and 
the  king  would  have  married  his  widow,  but 
she    firmly   refused,    saying,   the    ladies    of 
Cairo  were    too   faithful    ever    to    console 
themselves  for   the    loss  of  their  first  hus- 
band  by  a  second  marriage.     Whence  one 
may  see,  that  there  are,  indeed,  some  women 
who,   like  Halima,  deserve  to  be  strangled; 
hut   that  there   are  others,   also,  who,  like 
Morning-Slar,    are  true  patterns  of  virtue 
and  of  truth. 
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THsaE  was  once  in  the  city  of  Alexandria 
a  dyer  whose  name  waft  Abukir,  and  al^  a 
barber  named  Abusir.  Tlieir  shops  were, 
next  to  each  other  in  the  market-place* 
The  dyer  was  a  wicked  rqgu^  who^  without 
any  scruple  of  consdence,  cheated  eveiy 
body.  When  persons  brought  him  any*> 
thing  to  dye  he  begged  them  to  advance, 
part  of  the  money,  pretending  that  he  wa^ 
oUiged  to  purchase  the  colours;  and  as 
soon  as  he  had  got  their  money,  squandered 
it  away.  He  tlien  put  his  customers  off 
from  day  to  day,  and  when  he  could  make 
no  further  delay,  pretended  to  be  very  un* 
fortunate,   and  swore  that  some  one  had, 
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robbed  him  of  the  stuff,  and  that  he    had 
done  all  in  his  power  to  get  anotlier   piece 
exactly  like  it,  but  that  there  was  not  one  of 
the  same  kind  in  the  town.     This  succeeded 
for  a  while,  but  after  a  time  the  whole  city 
heard  of  his  dealings,  and  he  lost  his  credit. 
He  once  attempted  to  play  the  same  trick 
on  a  person  of  some  consequence,  who,  dis- 
covering it,  ordered  his  shop  to  be  sealed 
up  and  his   property  to  be   seized ;  wliich 
was  found,  however,  to  consist  only  of  a  few 
broken  pots  and  old  tubs.     "  It  is  strange," 
said  the  barber  to  him,  "  that  all  sorts  of 
good-for-nothing  things  seem  to  nestle  in 
your  shop,  whilst  I  never  see  one  in  mine, 
although  we  are  so  close  to  one  another." 
Abukir  made  no  secret  to  his  neighbour  of 
his    circumstances   and  his  rogueries,  and 
confessed  that  poverty  had  compelled  him 
to   such  artifices.      "  And  I,"  replied  the 
barber,   "  can  just  as  little  boast  of  large 
profits  in  my  vocation ;  yet,  I  am  prevented 
by  the  fear  of  God  from  committing  such 
injustice." — **  Then   let  us,  brother,"  said 
the  dyej'j  "  since  we  are  both  of  us  weary  of 
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tndes^  ^lit  this  country  and  gO'  a  joom 
ncj.  Do  ;oa  not  recollect  what  the  poet 
«^ in  praise  of  traTeUing? 

^*  '  fly  thy  hom^  and  journey)  if  thou 
'  stri^est  fi>r  great  deeds.  Five  advantages 
'  tfaou  wilt  Bt  least  procure  by  traveliingr 
'  Thou  w3t  have  pleasure  and  profit ;  thou 
'  wflt  eolargp  thy  proq>ec&;  cultivate  thy- 
^  self;  and  acquire  firiends.  It  is  better  to 
'  be  dead,  than,  like  an  insect,  to  remain  al* 
*  ways  diained  to  the  same  spot  of  earth.' 

^  Come^  my  brother,  let  us  dose  our 
diops  and  travel  on  joint  speculation*  Our 
profits  shall  be  put  into  one  common  bag, 
Aad  on  cur  return  to  Alesundria  we  will 
dh4de  them  betwe^i  us.'' 
•  Thqr  iock  shipping  the  same  day,  aind 
si^ed*  By  a  lucky  accident  it  chanced  that 
no  oaie  on  board  understood  the  art  of 
dbavi^g  bmdes  Abostr,  although  diere  were 
ftr^-lMindijed.  4md  twenty  passengers  in  the 
s|ij{%  (besides  the  captain  and  ciew.  Abusir 
took^eatnUfis-iiipaym^it,  in  *  preference  ta 
nfoney,  ,wliieb  he  did  ]viaeipally  oo^ae- 
dnMi^hiy  r^¥i<irade»  vfbo  waft  very  ^9fi 
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of  delicacies,  and  lay  the  whole  day  sleep- 
in<ir,  without  concerning  himself  about 
any  thinii:  eUe.  Abusir  awoke  him,  tell- 
ing  him  to  come  to  the  captain,  who 
wished  to  see  him.  But  Abukir  was  too 
lazy  to  stir.  "  My  head  is  tjiddv,"  said 
he,  '"  from  sea-sickness ;  you  can  go  alone^ 
hut  u'iye  me  some  food.'*  Abusir  ijave  him 
all  he  had,  and  Abukir  ate  like  a  wolt 
The  barber  made  an  excuse  for  liis  comrade 
to  the  captain,  who,  out  of  courtesy  to  the 
barber,  furni^hed  the  dyer  with  meals  from 
his  own  table.  When  Abusir  went  again  to 
his  friend  he  found  hib  jaws  still  in  motion, 
like  the  camel  when  chewinu:  the  cud.  "Did 
1  not  tell  you  to  wait?*'  said  lie;  "  here  is 
a  dinner  tlial  is  worth  more  than  all  you 
haye  been  crannnini;  yourself  with.'*  With- 
out  thanking  his  comrade,  Abukir  began 
devouring  what  was  brought  him,  more  like 
a  yulture  than  a  human  beiniif.  In  this 
manner  they  sailed  <i\\  for  twenty  days,  and 
Abusir  took  Abukir  every  evenini^  his  meal 
from  the  caj)tain's  table.  At  last  they  arriyed 
in  port,  when  Abu->3ir  took    a   room   in  an 
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oictl  (kh^n  or  cftravansary)  and  establishec^' 
himsdf  as  a  barber.  Abukir,  an  the  other 
hand,  oontinued  sleepily  through  the  whole  ' 
day,  saying  his  head  was  still  deranged  by 
the  searfiickness.  In  this  manner  the  barber 
maintained  the  dyer  for  forty  days,  when  a 
seAons  illness  prevented  him  from  fiirthet 
operating  on  beards.  For  three  days  he 
was  not  able  to  quit  bis  bed,  and  meanwhile 
the  dyer  had  nearly  died  of  hunger.  When 
be  saw  that  his  comrade  was  sick,  he  looked 
for  the  bag,  wherein  he  found  a  thousand 
dirfaems,  which  the  barber  had  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  his  brow.  He  took  the  bag,  shut  the  ' 
door,  and  went  out  into  the  street.  The 
houses  were  the  handsomest  he  had  ever 
seen ;  but  there  was  a  certain  uniibntiify  in 
the  dress  of  the  inhabitants.  Nothing  was 
to  be  seen  but  white  and  blue.    Even  in  a 

dyer's  shop  Abukir  found  only  one  colour, 

lb 

wbicfa  was  blue.     He  went  in  and  pulling 

•  '  - 

out  his  handkerchief^  asked,  **  How  much 
will  you  dye  this  for  V — "  Twenty  dirhems."  . 
— •*  Twenty  dirhems  I    I  could  get  it  dyed 
fer  two  at  home.** — **  Well,  then,  go  home 
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and  get  it  done  for  two  if  you  can." — "  If  I 
cannot  have  it  for  less,  then  I  must  submit* 
])vc  it  red  for  me." — "  I  cannot,  I  do  not 
understand  dying  that  colour." —  "  Well 
then,  ijreen  ?" — "  I  cannot." — "  Then  vel- 
low." — "  Neither  can  I  dye  it  yellow." — 
"  Then  I  must  go  to  some  other  dyer.'' — 
**  You  will  find  none  able  to  do  it  for  vou. 
There  are  forty  dyers  in  this  town,  and  since 
none  have  the  privilege  besides  us  to  open 
a  shop  and  carry  on  this  business,  we  have 
no  care  about  improving  the  art.  We  can 
only  dye  blue." — "  I,"  answered  Abukir, 
'*  am  a  dyer  by  profession,  and  can  give  a 
piece  of  stuff  more  than  forty  different 
colours.  If  you  please  I  will  teach  you  the 
secret." — "  I  do  not  wish  to  know  any  thing 
about  it,"  answered  the  dyer.  "  We  admit 
no  stranger  into  our  company,  and  merely 
continue  in  the  steps  of  our  forefathers." 

Abukir  was  treated  in    the  same  way  by 
all  the  forty  dyers  in  that  town ;  none  of 
them  would  take  him  either  as  teacher  or 
learner;    on    which    Abukir   proceeded    to 
the  king  of  that  place,  to  present  his  petition 
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to  faioL    He  represented  .that  lie  win  aUe 
to  give  a  piece  of  cloth  forty  different  co« 
lours,  and  that  the  company  of  dyers,  who 
could  merely  d^e  bine,  would  hare  nbdiing 
to  do  with  him  either  as  roaster  or  wcM'kman. 
**  That  is,  I  believe,  the  case,"  said  the 
king;   **  but   I  will  grant    thee  a  special 
prifilege,  and  should  any  one  dare  to  molest 
tfaee,  I  will  have  him  hanged  before  the 
door  of  thy  shop."    At  the  same  time  he 
commanded   his  two  bnilders  to    erect  a 
workshop  for  the  new  dyer,  or  to  adapt  any 
house  which  he  might  choose  for  that  pur- 
pose. He  then  ordered  him  a  horse,  a  robe  of 
honour,  and  a  purse  containing  one  thousand 
duiiis.    **  For,**  said  he,  ^  I  must  ettliren 
and  encourage  the  arts  in  my  dominions.** 

On  the  following  day  Abukir  paraded 
through  the  streets  widi  the  two  builders, 
and  fixed  on  a  house  which  appeared  to  him 
suitable  to  his  purpose.  This  was  altered 
agreeably  to  his  directions,  and  formed  into 
a  workshop  after  his  own  particular  fashion. 
Then  the  king  sent  him  five  thousand 
dinars  to  purchase  furniture,  a  stock  of 
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colours,  and  all  other  necessaries.     Abukir 
dyed  above  five  hundred  pieces  of  clolh  with 
different  colours,  and  spread  them  out  in  his 
shop  for  show.     The  people,  who  liad  here- 
tofore   never   seen    such   colours,    came   in 
crowds   round  his  house,  asking  the  name 
of  this  colour  and  of  that.     The  king  was 
quite  in  raptures  at  this  advancement  of  the 
art,   and  permitted   Abukir  to  style  himself 
the  kini^'s  dyer.     The  whole  court  had  all 
their  clothes  dyed  by  Abukir,  and  the  dyers, 
>vho  had  rejected  liim  both  as   master  and 
workman,  came  to  him  in  a  body  to  excuse 
tliemselvcs  and  to  pay  their  respects  to  him. 
Thus  Abukir  accumulated  great  riches, 
without  bestowing   a  tliought   on   his  poor 
comrade  whom  he  had  robbed  while  on  the 
bed  of  sickness.    Poor  Abusir  had  spent  three 
days    without  eating  any  thing,  or  without 
even  being  able   to  stir.     The  keeper  of  the 
caravansary,   who  could   not  imacrine  what 
had  become  of  his  guests,  at  length  opened 
the  door  of  the  room.     It  was  only  then  that 
Abusir  discovered  the   theft  and  infamous 
conduct  of  his  companion.     The  master  of 
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the  kban,  who  was  a  good  man,  eonsoled  his 
guest,  ganre  him  some  food,  and  narsed  him 
for  two  months,  for  which  length  of  time  his 
sidmcss  lasted.  '^  God  reward  you,"  said 
Abosir,  ^'  he  alone  can  recompense  you  for 
your  kind  treatment  of  me."  As  soon  as  he 
was  able,  he  went  out  to  take  a  little  exer** 
dae  and  recruit  his  spirits  with  the  fiesh 
air,  and  also  to  inspect  the  town.  He  acc^ 
dentally  came  into  the  market-place,  wher^ 
a  great  crowd  was  assembled  round  the  door 
of  a  dyer.  He  inquired  the  cause,  and  on 
being  made  acquainted  with  it,  cried  out : 
^  God  be  praised !  who  has  thrown  such 
good  fortune  into  the  way  of  my  comrade. 
I  forgive  him  the  trick  he  has  played  mcr 
tar  I  am  certain  he  will  now  make  it  good 
again  by  his  amduct  towards  me."  He 
approached  and  saw  Abukir  sittii^  on  a 
fob,  with  four  slaves  dressed  in  white 
standing  before  him.  Whilst  ten  men  per- 
formed the  work,  he,  like  a  grand-visier,  lay 
comfortaUy  stretched  out'  on  his  couch, 
BQcrely  givii^  from  time  to  time  the  nece^ 
sazy  directions.    Abusir  therefore  promised 
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hini-clf  ii  very  kind  reception.     But  scarcely 
liii"!  Abukir  perceived  him,  wlien  he  called 
out:  "' Tliou   beuuiirlv   wretcli,    how    often 
liave  I  forbidden  thee  to  come  near  my  shop  ! 
Givi'  him  one  hundred  strokes,   for  lie  onlv 
sneaks    about  niv    house    to  seize  the  first 
oj)})ortunity  to  rob  irie,"     Thtr  slaves  seized 
poor  Abusir,   i^avc  him  the   hundred  blows 
ordered  bv  his  tVienil,  and  another  hundred 
into  the  bargain.     The   people   who  stood 
round  the    duor  asked  wluit  he  had  done. 
Thov  were  answered:  '*  He  is  a  lliier;  and 
it' he  dare  come  again,  he  shall  be  han«^ed." 
Abusir  went  honie(juite  taint  from  the  blows 
he  had  received,   and   (piite   disconcerted  :it 
tliis  new  adventure.     The  next  dav  he  went 
out,    with   the    view    of  taking    a   bath,    to 
rjuiove  the  ])ain  of  ids  bastinado.     lie  asketi 
the  first  person  whom  lie  met,  wiiich  was  the 
May  to  the  bath.     '*  What  is  that  ? — a  bath  ! 
— what  is  a  bath  ?" — ""  The  place  where  one 
cleanses  one'self,"  he  replied.     '•  Oli  !  then, 
go  into  the  sea  !'' — "•  No,  J  mean  a   bath,  a 
henmiam."* — *•  I    do  not  know  what  vou 

♦  This  is  the  Arabian,  Turkish,  and  Pcrs^ian  name  for 
abatli,  whence  the  bath*  in  London  arc  callt'd //Km/nu;/..*. 
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mean  bjr  a  hemmam ;  here  every  one,  evtn 
tfce  king  himself,  bathes  in  the  sea." 

When  Abiisir  had  ascertained  that  the 
use  cf  warm  baths  was  not  jet  known  in 
that  citjy  he  desired  an  audience  of  the 
king.  « I  am,"  said  he  to  the  king,  •*  a  fo-^ 
reigner,  and  by  profession  a  keeper  of  bath?. 
I  was  surprised  when  I  feund  that  you  have 
no  baths  in  this  city.  There  is  no  other 
metropolis  without  them,  and  they  are  in 
general  the  greatest  ornaments  and  the 
pride  of  lai^  cities." — "  What  kind  of  a 
thing  is  this  bath  or  hemmam?"  said  the 
king.  Abusir  gave  him  a  circumstantial 
description  of  one.  "  This  is  welcome  in- 
fimnation,"  said  the  king ;  ^<  I  wiliingly  en- 
ooorage  all  the  arts,  but  more  cheerfuUy 
those  which  tend  to  the  ornament'of  my  me* 
tiopolis."  Hereupon  he  presented  him  with 
a  robe  of  honour,  two  male,  four  female 
slaves,  and  a  house  completely  furnished* 
The  builders  received  also  command  from 
the  kmg  to  erect  a  bath,  after  the  dtreev 
tionof'the  foreign  bath-keeper,  and  when 
it  «ras  ooiDpIete,  the  king  sent  Abusir  U^n 
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tlioiisaiul  dinars.    The  inhabitants  were  sur- 
prised at  the  beauty  of  the  new  building. 
But  their  astonishment  increased,  when  the 
water  was  made  warm  and  they  saw  it  spout 
out  hot  from  the  fountain.  Abusir  petitioned 
the  k'nvr  for  ten  shives.     The  kin<T  rave  him 
twenty,   of  great  beauty.      Abusir  clothed 
them  in  an  elegant  manner,  and  tausjht  them 
liow  to  wait  on  those  who  came  to  the  baths. 
In  a  veiy  sliort  time  the  whole  town  spoke 
of  nothin«:  else;  thev  were  called  the  kinsr's 
baths,  and    every   one   became  desirous  of 
iXoini^  to  see  them. 

On  the  fourth  dav,  the  kin^r  himself  and 
all  his  court  came  to  bathe.     Abusir  com- 
menced brushing    and   rubbing   the   king, 
then  washed  him  with  rose-water,   and  laid 
him  on  a  couch  highly  perfumed.    The  king 
felt  himself  better  than  he  had  ever  been  be- 
fore.    ''  Is  this  what  thou  callest   a   hem- 
mam  ?''  said  he  to  Abusir.     "  Yes,  sire,"  re- 
plied he.     "•  By  heaven,  thou  art  right,  no 
town  ought  to  be  without  an  establishment 
like   this.     A   town  becomes  only  then  a 
town  when  it  possesses  a  bath.     And  how 


ABUKIR  AND   ABUSIR.  193 

miidi  dost  tfaoa  demand  for  each  person  who 

hathes?^ — "  A  dinar,"   answered   Abusir. 

*^Oii,  that  15  too  little,"    said  the  king. 

'^  At  that  rate,  eTery  body  will  becoming  to 

bathe.    Thou  must  take  at  least  a  thousand 

djoars  firom  each  person." — "  Pardon  me, 

sire^"  replied  Abusir,  "  is  it  not  right  that 

the  poor  also  should  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the 

bath?    Will  your  majesty  be  pleased   to 

pennit  that  every  one  may  pay  according  to 

his  means  ?' — "  He  has  said  well,"  cried  the 

coortiers ;  ^  and  if  his  improvement  merits 

reward,  your  majesty  can  extend  your  royal 

manificence  towards  him,  and  yet  allow  the 

poor  the  advanti^e  of  the  baths ;  for  even 

we  ourselves  can  hardly  aiFord  more   than 

a  thousand  dinars."— "  Very  well,". said  the 

king,  ^  be  it.so ;  let  every  one  pay  as  much 

as  his  purse  will  afford."    The  officers  of 

sute,  therefore,gave  him  onehundred  dinars, 

a  loale  and  a  female  slave  each ;  and  there 

were  four  hundred  of  these  officers  in  the 

daily  habit  of  visiting  the  bath.     The  king 

gave  ten  thousand  dinars,  ten  male  and  as 

many  female  daves.     ^  Sire,"  said  Abusir, 
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idsvinir  the  earth,  '•  whal  shall  I  do  with    llii*- 
aj'inv  of  male  and  ihis  harem  of  female  slaves? 
vonr  maje.^tv  would  he  much  better  able   to 
make  use  of  them  voui>elf."      Tlie  kincr"  re- 
j^iiud  \\\{\\  a  smile,    "Thou  art  right,   and   I 
Will  j)iiv  tliem  a^rain  of  thee,  at  one  luinclrecl 
dm  'r>  per  head."     So  tlie  kinir  took  back  all 
the  Mam  hike-  and   slaves  at  this  price,    aiici 
returned   them    to   their   former  masters   as 
])!■e^enl^. 

Now  Ahu'^ir  slept  amc)ng  heaps  of  ^olcl, 
md    saw   himself  on  a  sudden  elevated     to 
*Ik     pinnacle  of  wealth.       The    queen    was 
.1  (>  cm'ious  to    see    these  baths,   of   which 
she    heard    so  much.     It  was  therefore  ap- 
pointed,  from  that  time  forward,  that  they 
>ln)nld   be   for   the    use  of  the   men  in   the 
moinin<>-.  and  of  the  wonien  in  tlie  afternoon. 
1  iu^  tiueen  \\as  no  less   generous   than   her 
con^oit,   wlio  ailended  the  bath  everv  Fri- 
tl.\\  ;  so  that    riches  poured    in   on   Abusir 
ii'om   every  (juarter.      W'e  will  now  turn   to 
Almkir. 

He   had   heard    m)   mudi     of    the    baths, 
that  he  determined  to  visit    them.     He  put 
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on  Us  most  eosUy  rument,  moanied  aonale, 
look  four  attendanlSy  and  four  daves  t4>  run 
before  him,  and  in  this  manner  node  to 
the  boCh&  When  he  arrived  at  the  door, 
he  was  snrroonded  by  a  ckmd,  arising 
from  suneet-scented  aloes,  and  feond  the 
entrance  and  the  haU  crowded  with  cour- 
tiers and  officers  of  state.  He  entered,  and 
Keognized  Afanstr,  whom  lie  saluted  with 
Qseqaalled  effironteiy.  ^  Is  this,"  said  he, 
^  acting  Kke  a  friend  and  an  honest  man  ? 
I  have  obtained  the  patent  for  dyeing, 
and  have  made  my  fortnne,  and  you  never 
come  near  me  to  ask  me  for  my  patronage  ? 
I  have  in  vain  sent  my  slaves  to  the  okal, 
md  all  ever  the  tmrn,  to  endeavour  to  'find 
you  out;  no  one  was  able  to  give  me  any 
iafanDadon  of  you."— «« What?"  said  Abu* 
sir,  ^did  I  not  oome  to  you,  and  did  you 
not  treat  me  as  a  thief-<-'bastinadoed  me, 
and  drive  me  from  your  doorr^ — <*  What 
is  this  you  say  ?"  continned  Abukir,  quite 
astonidied ;  ^^  were  you  the  man  who—?" 
— *♦  Yes,  I— I  am  he."—**  By  God,**  said 
AboUr,  **  I  did  not  know  yon  !  I  mistook 
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\ou,  imleccL  for  a   certain  thief,  who  from 
i:i\\Kf    to    time   has   hirked    about   my   shop, 
^ci'kinix  an  op]n>rtunity  to  rob  me  !" — '*  By 
the   niii;ht   anil   ])o\ver  of  the  great  God  ]** 
replied   Abu>ir,   ••  I    called   out   to  vou    my 
name  loudenouixh,  and  made  mvself  known 
:o    ymi    as    plainly   as    ])ossil)le  !'* — '*  That 
mu>t  have  bten  a  mere  delusion/'  answered 
Abukir:  ••  a  delusiiUi  on  your  part  which  is 
inconeeivable    to   me.      But  who   lias    made 
vou  sr.eh  a   iireat   man  .-'" — *•  He  who  made 
your  t'^rtune."    replied   Abusir,    '*  iias  also 
made  mine:  >o  CTod   lia^  ordained  it."      He 
iluii    related   every    tliiuLr   to    him,    shewed 
\\\\\\    VAC    presents    which    he   luul   received 
trom  ilie  kin^'  and  h.is  ofticers.  ordered  robes 
ot'  honour  and  baij^s  o(  [io\d  to  be  brouirht, 
with  M  Inch  lu    presented   him,  and  regaled 
hnn  \\[[\\  sherbet,  which  was  served  up  in  a 
eloud  of  tlie   mo<t   odoriferous  scents.     All 
»ere   astonished   at    the  stvle  in  winch  the 
master  i>f  the  baths  received  the  dver.     The 
hater  would  have  made  Abusir  also  some  pre- 
sents, but  tliey  were  not  accepted.     "  Welk 
then,"    said    Abukir,   '*  at  least  let   me  give 
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voa  a  piece  of  useful  advice  for  the  com- 
pJetion  of  jour  baths :  I  perceive  that  you 
have  not  yet  introduced  the  ointment  for 
the  removal  of  superfluous  hair.  Take 
some  orpiment  and  make  a  trial  on  the 
king  the  next  time  he  comes,  and  he  will 
be  under  great  obligations  to  you  for  this 
perfection  of  art." — **  You  arc  right,"  an- 
swered Abusir,  <*  and  I  thauk  you  for  your 
counsel*' 

Hereon  Abukir  took  his  leave,  and,  mount* 
ing  his  mule,  hastened  to  the  king's  palace. 
**  Sire !"  said  he   to  him,  "  you  have  per- 
mitted a  stranger  to  establish  a  bath  in  your 
dty." — *•  Yes,"    replied   the  king;   "  what 
hast  thou  to  say  against  it  ?" — *^  Heaven  be 
praised !"  continued  Abukir,  *'  that  I  can 
be  the  means    of    securing  your  majesty 
against  the  wickedness  of  your  enemy,  of 
the  enemy  of  the  state,  and  of  the  faith ! 
for  I  come  to  inform  your  majesty  that  you 
are  lost  if  you  go  to  the  bath  to^lay  i  This 
man  is  a  murderer,  who  has  been  sent  hither 
by  your  enemy,  the  christian  king,  to  poison 
you.    He  will  speak  to  your  majesty  of  an 
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ointnuMit  to  remove  hair;  beware  of  it — it 
Is  a  deadly  poison,  the  victim  of  which     he 
Intends  your  majesty  to  be  !    I  have  knowii 
this  wretch  for  some  time:   I  saw  him  in  the 
city  of  ih^  kini;  of  the  cliristians;  his  wife 
and  chikheii   are   slaves.      He  endeavoured 
in  vain  to  procnie  their  Hberty,  until  he  one 
(lav  heaiil   that  the  kin^x  had  offered  a  hirge 
iTwaiil  to  anv  one  wlio  would  undertake  to 
destroy  your   maiestv.     He  offered  himself 
immediattlv,  and  tlie  freedom  of  his    wife 
and  children  was  tiie  promised  reward  for 
this  dark  deed.     I  came  hither  with  liim  in 
the  same  vessel,  and  he  confidently  conumi- 
nicated    to    me    this    horrid   plot,    and    the 
means  by  which  he  })roposed  to  complete  it ; 
and   your  maiebty  mav  convince  youi*self  of 
the  truth  of  my  information  by  going  to  the 
bath." 

The  khm  went  thither  as  usual ;  Abusir 
himself  rubbed  and  dried  him  ;  and  observed 
that  he  had  discovered  an  ointment  for 
removing  superfluous  hair,  which  he  pro- 
posed to  his  majesty  to  try  the  effect  of. 
''  Shew  me   this  ointment,"  said   the  king ; 
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and  when  he  found  that  it  was  blad^  and 
iiad  an  unpleasant  smd],  he  had  no  doubt 
that  it  was  poison.  He  called  out  to  the 
guards  to  arrest  Abusir,  which  they  did 
hiBtandj.  No  one  knew  the  cause  of  this 
pioeeedingy  and  no  one  dared  to  inquires 
The  king  assembled  his  divan,  sent  for  the 
captain  of  lus  galleys,  and  commanded  him 
to  pat  Abosir  into  a  sadc,  widi  two  hundred 
pounds  of  unslaked  lime  and  throw  him  in- 
to  the  sea,  so  that  he  might  at  the  same  time 
suftrthfe  double*  punishment- of  betng'bttnop^ 
ed  and  drowned^- 

This  captain  was  a  rery  intimate  friend  of 
Abusir,  and,  as  he  was  fond  of  bathings 
Abusir  had  never  chaiged  him  any  thing 
when  he  came  to  his  henmmm.  <<  What 
have  you  done,'*  said  the  captain^  ^<  to  incur 
the  dis|deasare  of  the  king,  so  that  he  should 
soitenee  you  to  such  an  ignominious  deadi  ?* 
— *«  By  God,**  said  Abusir,  «  I  am  innocent, 
I  have  done  nothing  wrong.'' — ^'^One  of 
your  enemies  must  have  eflected  this,"  con* 
tinued  the  captain, '  ^  but  fear  not ;  I  will 
hide  you  on  an  idand  that  is  not  &ir  distant; 
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whence  yt)ii  may  proceed  with  the  greatest 

safety  to  your  own  country.     I  will  prepare 

a    sack,   and    ])ut  a    hu'ge    stone  and    lime 

therein,  so  as  to  make  it  apj)ear  that  I  have 

executed  tlie  kini)\s  command.      Meanwhile 

vou   can  amuse    yourself  on    the  island  bv 
•  ••  •« 

catch i  11!^  fisli,  for  which  men  arc  sent  thither 
daily  to  supj)]y  the  king\s  table." 

The  captain  tlien  <^ot  into  a  boat,  in  whicli 
he  put  the  sack  fdled  with  stone  and  lime,  and 
rowed  under  the  window  of  the  palace.    The 
kinc:  cried  out  to  him, '"  Throw  him  in  !"  unci 
beckoned  with  his  hand.  But,  in  beckoninir. 
his  ring  slipped  from  his  finirer  and  dropped 
into     the    sea.     This    was    a    magic   rin^. 
Whenever    tlie    king    passed    sentence     of 
death  on  a  criminal,  he  made  a  sign  with  the 
hand    on    whicli    he   wore   this    ring,    when 
inmiecHately  a  fhisli  of  lightning  proceeded 
from   it,   and   the  delinquent  fell  lifeless  on 
the  ground.     This   ring  was  the  great  talis- 
man of  tlie  authority  of  the   kini;,   bv  \vhich 
he    ruled    his  people    and   commanded  his 
army.     He  was  obliged   to  keep  the  loss  of 
this  ring  a  secret,  for  had  he  made  it  known. 
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it  wonM  have  become  quite  impossible  to 
keep  the  people  in  subjection. 

Meanwhile  Abusir  turned  fisherman.  He 
qirtead  his  nets  once,  twice,  thrice — and  each 
time  was  very  successfuL  On  looking  over 
the  produce  of  his  toil,  be  took  particular 
nodoe  of  a  fine  large  fish,  which  he  deter- 
mined to  dress  for  his  own  dinner.  On 
cotting  it  up,  he  found  the  king^s  ring, 
which  this  fish  had  caught  in  its  mouth  and 
swallowed,  when  the  king  dropped  it.  With'^ 
out  bdng  aware  of  the  extraordinary  power 
of  the  ring,  Abusir  put  it  on  his  finger. 
Presently  two  of  the  purveyors  to  the  king's 
kitchen  came  in  for  some  fish,  and  asked, 
"*  Whither  is  the  captaingone?'—*' Thither," 
answered  Abusir,  and  pointed  with  the  hand 
on  which  he  had  placed  the  ring — and 
immediately,  to  his  great  astonishment,  they 
both  fell  dead. 

The  next  moment  the  captain  came  in. 
He  saw  the  two  men  lying  dead  and  the 
ring  on  Abusir's  finger.  '^  I  conjure  you, 
brother,"  cried  he  hastily  to  Abusir,  ^'  move 
not  the  hand  on  which  you  wear  that  ring, 
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and  tell  me  whence  did  you  get  it  ?"     Abu* 
sir  related  how  he  had  found  it  on   cutting 
up  the  fish,  and  then  tlie  captain  recollected 
that  he  had  remarked  a  flash  descend  into 
the  sea,  like   a   falling  star,  at  the  moment 
when  the  king  commanded  him   to  plunge 
in    the  sack.     "  Now,*'  said  he  to   Abusir, 
'^  now  you  have  nothing  to  fear.     By  means 
of  this  ring  you  have  even  the  king's  life  in 
your  powder."     He  then  explained  to   him 
its  secret  properties.    Abusir  was  quite  over- 
joyed at  the  account  of  its  qualities,  and  ac- 
companied his  friend  to  the  palace,  where 
he  found  the  king  sitting  in  the  midst  of  his 
assembled  divan.     "  What  ?"  said  the  king, 
"  did  I  not  cause  thee  to  be  thrown  into  the 
sea  ?     How   is  it   that  thou  couldst  escape 
both  the  fire  and  the  water   "     Abusir  then 
related  his  preservation    by   his    friend  the 
captain,  the   finding  of  the  ring,  and  that, 
through  ignorance  of  the  power  of  it,  he 
had  killed  the  two  purveyors.     "  If  1  were 
guilty,"  continued  he,  "  I  should   make  use 
of  this  ring  to  kill  you,  O  great  king  !     But 
I   restore  it  to  you,  and  pray  your  majesty 
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io^aaamewy  cs9e  legsUy^  andf-if  I  donot 
prove  innoeent,  topunifih  ine'a»it  seenecb 
meet"  When  the  king  had  recofveied  his 
ring,  he  fidt  as  if  he  had  been  re^ammalied. 
He  stood  fintli  to  embrace  Abnsir.  <<Thott 
art,"  said  he,  *^  a  pattern  of  Tirtne,  for  daiy 
meh  an  one  as  thoa  art  wotdd  have  restm^ 
me  diis:  inTahiable  treasure."  Bat  Abosir 
persisted  diat  hi»  csae  riiedid  be  examined^ 
so  diat  he  might  at  least  learn  of  what  he 
waaaccosed;  ^Thy  conduct,"  replied  the 
kiDi^  ^  thy  conduct  is  the  clearest  proof 
of  ibj  innocence.  The  d3rer  accused  thee 
of  being  sent  by  the  Christian  king-  to 
poison  me." — ^'  I  never  saw  him  in  all  my 
Hie,*'  said  Abosir;*  ^^bnt  my  accuser  wds 
fimneriy  my  neighbour  in  Alexandria,  and 
aftenmrds  my  travelling  companion."  Ut 
then  reUted  to  the  king  all  the  tricks  that 
Abukir  had  played  him,  and  explained' t6 
his  majesQf  the  connexion  of  the  drcum- 
stances  reelecting  die  ointment  for  the  hain 
The  king  was  now  complete^  convinced  of 
Abosir'a  innoeencer  and  ocmnnanded  that 
Abukir  sfaonU  be-  brought  before  him,  l&e 
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a  criminal,  bareheaded  and  with  his  hancU 
pinioned  behind  his  back.  lie  was  con- 
victed of  liis  crime,  and  sentenced  to  btf 
tlirown  into  tlie  sea,  bein<^  first  inclosed  in 
a  sack  filled  with  unslaked  lime.  Abusir 
entreated  the  king  to  pardon  his  former 
companion  :  but  the  king  said,  *'  It  is  im- 
possible ;  for,  if  thou  canst  pardon  him,  I 
cannot."  The  sentence  was  therefore  put 
into  execution. 

The  kin<r  then  said  to  Abusir:  *•  Ask  of* 
me  any  favour  that  I  can  nrrant."  And 
Abusir  ani^wered,  '"  Your  nuijesty  cannot 
confer  a  greater  obligation  on  me  than  by 
sending  me  home  to  Alexandria."  The 
king  would  have  made  him  his  vi/icr.  but 
Abusir  merely  thanked  him  for  the  honour, 
and  took  his  kave — carrying  with  him  a 
whole  ship-load  of  the  most  valuable  pre- 
sents. 

The  wind  was  favourable,  and  he  landed 
after  an  agreeable  voyage  in  the  great  bay 
which  lies  to  the  left  of  Alexandria.  Tht' 
first  object  which  attracted  his  attention  on 
landing  was  a  sack,   which  tlie  sea  had  cast 
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up  on  the  strand.  His  slaves  opened  it,  and 
iband  Abukir  s  body  therein.  Abusir  caused 
him  to  be  interred,  and  raised  a  monument 
over  his  grave,  on  which  a  moral  and  appro- 
priate inscription  was  engraven. 

Hence  it  is,  that  this  bay,  which  formerly 
bore  the  name  of  the  barber  Abusir  (Busiris), 
is  now  called  Abukir,  after  the  dyer,  whose 
bones  lie  buried  on  that  shore,  mingled  with 
the  bones  of  many  more  who  once  dyed  the 
sea  with  their  blood. 


THE  STORY  OF 

ABDOLLAH  OF  THE   WATER 


AND 


ABDOLLAH  OF  THE  LAND. 


THE  STORY  OF  THE  ABDOLLAHS. 


There    was    once   a  fisherman,    whose 
name  was  AbdoUah,  the  father  of  a  nume- 
rous family.     His  whole  fortune  consisted 
u&  some  nets,  with  which  he  repaired  daily 
to  the  sea-shore,  and  supported  his  family 
with  the  produce  of  his  toil.     In  this  man- 
ner he  lived  from  day  to  day.    His  wife  was, 
for  the  tenth  time,  delivered  of  a  boy;  and 
it  happened,  that  on  this  very  day  they  had 
nothing  in  the  house — so  that  she  begged  her 
husband  to  take  his  net  and  cast  it  for  the 
good  luck  of  the  new  comer.     The  fisher- 
man proceeded  to  the  sea-side,  and  spread 
out  his  net,  with  a  prayer  for  the  prosperity 
of  his  new-bom  son.      When  he   drew  it 
out  the  first  time,  it  was  filled  with  sand. 
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i^ravth  reeds,  and  mud,  and  there  was  not  a 
simple  fish   in  it.     This  was  the  case  the  se- 
ciHul  anil  tliird,  and  indeed  every  succeediiitr 
rlloiL  was   crowned  with   no  better  success. 
Ill  vain  did  he  try  another  spot;   the  ni^ht 
drew  near,   and  he  liad  cangiit  nothing. 

lie  yet  threw  in  his  net  again.    This  time 
the  weiiiht  was  i^reater  than  before,   and   he 
ih'ew    oui   a    creature  of  lunnan   form.      At 
first   he   suppo^eti  it  to  be  one  of  the  genii 
ulioni  Salomon  confined  in  brazen  pots  and 
ea>t  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea.     He  therefore 
cried  out  :   '*  Mercv  !   mercv  !   O  ffenius  !"  — 
•'  1  'ear  luu."  >aid   tiie  creature  in  the  net : 
*•  1 .1111  a  human  heiuir,  the  same  as  thou  art — 
;»ii;  u  ith  ihixlilVerence,  that  I  Hve  at  the  bot- 
loni  of  ihe  ^t  a,  as  tiiou  dost  on  the  surface  of 
iheiarih." — *•  Indeed  I"  said  the  fisliernian, 
\\  ho  liad  taken  couraije  at  these  words:  *'  and 
iliou  art  reallv  neither  ti^enius  nor  demon?" — 
'*  No  niort^  than  thou  art/'  was  the  reply;  •'  1 
bi  lieve  as  ^^ell  as  thou  dost  in  God  and  his 
j>n>phet." — **  But  who  threw  thee   into  the 
M*i»  ^  '      n   by  nature  an  inhabitant  of 

r'  ^e  serve  the  Lord.     When  I 
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iboiid  inyself  entangled  in  thy  net,  I  am- 
eluded  that  I  was  destined  to  serve  thee^  and 
I  iiave  permitted  myself  to  be  taken,  al- 
though It  would  have  been  easy  for  me  to 
hare  torn  thy  net  in  pieces,  if  I  had  chosen 
to  be  rebeUioos.  I  perceived,  however,  the 
fii^r  of  God  in  this  accident,  and  I  see  that 
we  were  both  created  to  be  brodiers  and 
liclpniates  to  each  other.  The  earth  pro* 
doces  grspes,  melons,  peadies,  and  pome- 
gnmates — and  the  sea  yields  coral,  pearls, 
emenldsy  and  rubies..  Bring  me  fruit,  and 
I,  in  return,,  will  fill  thy  basket  with  precious 
stones  out  of  the  depths  of  the.  sea.'' — ^^  This 
proposal  jAeaaes  me  much,"  said  the  fisher- 
man ;  '^  swear  to  me,  brother,  that  thou 
wilt  keep  thy  promise^  and  to  this  purpose 
repeat  the  first  chapter  of  the  Koran.'' 

When  he  had  taken  this  oath,  the  fidier* 
man  opened  bis  net^  and  asked  the  name  of 
his  companion.  ^^  My  name  is  Abdollab  of 
the  sea^"  answered  he;  *^  and  what  is 
thine?" — ^  That  is  very  curious,"  replied 
the  fisherman ;  '*  my  name  is  also  Abdol* 
lah ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  distinction  I  will 
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ABU  HASSAN  OF  CHORASSAN. 


The    Caliph    Motadhad  Billah  was   a 

mcmarcfa  of  great  spirit  and  activity,  who 

<Sd  not  permit  any  of  the  concerns  of  his 

people  to  escape  his  notice.     Being  out  one 

day  incognito    with    Ibn   Hamdun,    they 

took  shelter  durfaig  the  excessive  heat  of 

noon  at  a  weU-bnilt  house,  the  door   of 

which  was  covered  by  a  portico.    While 

standing  here,  he  saw  a  slave,  beautiftd  as 

the  moon,  come  out  of  the  house,  who  said 

to  his  comrade,  '*  Come,  let  us  be  merry ;  I 

have  just  got  a  holiday.*'    These  words  did 

not  escape  the    caliph,  who,    concluding 

from  them  that  the  master  of  this  house 

was  kmd  and  liberal  towards  his  domestics, 

desired  much  to  be  acqiudnted  with  him. 
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*•  Ask  ihy  master,"  said  he  to  the  slave,    ^*  ii* 
lie  would  like  a  visit  from  a  couple  of  foreign 
nicrchaius"  (for  this  was  the  customary  dis- 
^u'lsc  of  the  caliph).     At  that  moment    the 
master    himself  came   out    to    receive     his 
i^uests.     He  was  a  well-made  and  elegantly- 
dressed   man.     "  Welcome,  sirs,"  said    he  ; 
'*  enter  if  you   please."     They  walked    in, 
and   were    s^nprised  at    the    beauty   of   his 
jiouse  and  garden.     Thev  seated  themselves, 
and  washed   their  hands   in   golden  basins. 
A   table  covered  with  silk  stuff' was  brought 
in,  and  the  most  savoury  viands  were  placed 
1)1  fore  them.    After  the  table  had  been  clear- 
ed, the  goblet  went  round,  and  they  indulged 
in    all    the    caietv    of   livelv    conversation, 
riiey  passed    from  this    saloon   to  another, 
where  there  was  a  sideboard  filled  with  the 
most  exquisite  fruits,  and  where  every  thing 
was  prepared  which  could  contribute  to  their 
amusement. 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  caliph  appeared 
extremely  serious,  and  almost  austere,  quite 
contrary  to  his  customary  disposition,  which 
was  inclined  to  gaiety. 
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was  brought  in  golden  goblets,  on 
salvers  of  the  same  metal;  and  when  the 
master  ct  the  house  rapped  at  a  door  with  a 
rod  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  it  opened, 
and  three  beautiful  female  slaves  came  forth, 
who  were  eminently  skilled  in  dancing,  sing- 
ing and  playing  on  the  lute.  They  were 
separated  from  the  other  part  of  the  cham- 
ber by  a  kind  of  barrier  composed  of  a  very 
rich  stofi^  fastened  with  cords  of  silk  and 
rings  of  gold.  The  caliph  inquired  of  the 
master  of  the  house  his  name  and  profession. 
**  I  am,"  said  he,  '*  Abu  Hassan  Ben  Ahmed 
die  merchant,  of  Chorassan.''  On  putting 
the  same  question  to  bis  guests,  Ibn  Ham- 
dun  replied :  *^  This  is  the  Caliph  Motad- 
had  Billah."  Their  host  threw  himself  at 
Che  feet  of  the  caliph.  **  Commander  of  the 
faithful!"  said  he,  ^^ pardon  me  if  I  have 
been  wanting  in  attention,  for  I  perceive 
that  you  are  wroth  with  your  slave."  **  An- 
swer with  truth,"  said  the  caliph,  ^'  what  I 
shall  ask  thee." — ^*  I  call  God  to  witness," 
answered  the  master  of  the  house,  '^  that  I 
will  answer  with   simple  and  entire  truth 
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every  particular    you   may  ask    me." — "  I 
have    remarked,"    said  the  caliph,  "  in  thy 
house,   that  the  furniture,  the  vessels,    the 
dresses,  in  short,  every  thing,  is  marked  with 
the  name  of  my  grandfather,  Motawakkel  » 
what  am  I  to  think  of  this?'* — "Vouchsafe 
to  grant  me  your  attention,"  said  Aba  Has- 
san, "and  I  will  satisfy  your  cimosity.     My 
father  was  a  very  rich  merchant,  and  had  a 
share  in  all  the  (Greatest  transactions  of  his 
day.  He  had  stands  in  all  the  bazaars,  oxnong 
the    dealers  in   spices  and  merchants   ^'ho 
traded  in  linen,  as  well  as  an  office  in  the  khan 
of  the  money-changers.    He  had  no  child  but 
me,  and,  as  he  lav  on  his  deathbed — God 
grant  long  life    to   the  commander   of  the 
laithful  ! — he  recommended  me  never  to  quit 
the  ])aths  of  virtue,     i,  however,  veiy  soon 
forgot  his  precepts  and  advice;  and,   as  I 
listened  with  no  greater  attention  to  the  ad- 
monitions  of  my  mother,   I  soon  plunged 
into  the   most  licentious  excesses,   and  was 
quickly  reduced  to  ruin,  so  that  I  had  at 
last  nothing  left  but  my  liouse.    This,  too,  I 
was  on  the  point  of  selling,  for  the  purpose 
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of  obtaining  something  for  my  immediate 
support.      *  If  thou   art   absolutely   deter- 
nmied  to  sell  it,'  said  my  mother,  ^  then  sell 
it  to  me/    I  had  no  objection  to  do  so,  and 
my  mother,  opening  a  casket,* paid  me  five 
tlioiisand  dinars.      She  bade  me  not  snp- 
poK  that  these   were  part  of  my  deceased 
parent's  property,  *  for,'  said  she,    *  I  bad 
them  from  the  fortune  of  my  father,  and 
have  kept  them  in  reserve  against  the  day  of 
need/    I  soon  ran  through  this  sum  also, 
and  was  then  about  to  sell  the  house  a  se- 
oond  time*     To  this,  however,  my  mother 
otgected,  and  argued  that  I  had  no  more 
dum  on  it,  although,  after  a  while,  she  gave 
me  the  fifteen  thousand  dinars  which  I  want- 
ed.    Tlus  time  I  applied  my  money  better, 
br  I  paid  my  creditors,  and  followed  up  the 
trade  of  my  father,  by  which  I  soon  gained 
oomiderable   wealth.      When  my  mother 
saw  that  I  had  applied  myself  to  business, 
she  presented  me  with  a  great  treasure  in 
gold,  pearls,   and  diamonds,    which   until 
then  she  had  concealed. 
''  As  I  was  one  day  writing  at  my  desk, 
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a  female  slave  of  incomparable  beauty  en- 
tered ;  and  when  I  had  satisfied  her  that   I 
was  really  the  person  whom  she  souglit,   she 
desired  me  to  give  her  three  hundred  dinars. 
I   instantly  weighed   them  out  to  her  ;    so 
niiiclj,   indeed,  had  the  sight  of  her  turned 
my  I  lead,  that  I  should,  in  the  same   man- 
ner,   have    given    her  my   w'hole   fortune, 
without  even  knowing  who  she  was.      Mv 
first  clerk,  who  had  followed  her  without  my 
knowledge,  soon  returned  to  tell  me,  that  as 
he  was  walking  after  her,  she  suddenly  turned 
round,  and  gave  him  such  a  blow*  that  lie 
thought  she  had  deprived  him  of  his  eye. 
After  the  expiration  of  a  month  she  came 
again  into  iwy  office,  and  I  was  transported 
into  the  third  heaven   with  the   delight  of 
seeing  her  once  more.     '  You  wanted,'   said 
she,  *  did  you  not,  to  catch  the  deceiver,  who 
took  your   three  hundred  dinars?' — '  God 
forbid  !'  I  replied,  '  my   fortune  is  at  your 
service.' — '  In  that    case,'    said   she,    *  give 
me    three  hundred  dinars  more,*     I  made 
not   the   least   objection.     After   this  some 
time  elapsed  before   1  saw  her  again.     At 
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length  she  came,  and  Bsked  me  for  five 
Itandred  dinars.  I  would  have  said  some- 
thing to  her,  but  had  not  the  heart  to  open 
my  mouth.  In  this  manner  I  gave  her, 
from  time  to  time,  as  much  as  three  thou- 
sand dinars.  At  length  I  determined  to 
IbUow  her  myself;  I  watched  her  to  the 
banks  of  the  Tigris,  where  she  took  water, 
mnd  I  saw  her  enter  the  palace  of  the  ca« 
Mph.  I  related  my  adventures  to  a  mer* 
chant  who  dealt  in  spices,  a  venerable  old 
man,  whose  experience  had  procured  my 
eonfidenoe.  '  Do  not  be  concerned,'  said  he, 
^  she  is  a  slave  from  the  court  of  the  caliph  ; 
make  not  thyself  uneasy  on  account  of  the 
m<Riey ;  believe  me4t  is  not  lost.* 

*' After  another  month  had  passed  she  cam^ 
i^in,  and  asked  me  what  had  induced  me  to 
fellow  her.  I  acquainted  her  with  my  love, 
to  which  she  answered,  ^  But  what  can  this 
livail ;  I  can  scarcely  see  thee  once  a  month  T 
She  then  desired  to  repay  me  what  I  had 
given  her;  but  I  would  not  accept  the  mo- 
ney, assuring  her  that  all  I  possessed  in  the 
world   belonged  to  her.     *  We  will  hope,' 
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said  she,  '  that  we  may  some  day  meet  agairr, 
in  a  more   convenient  manner.'     I  related 
what  had  passed  to  the  old  merchant,  wlio 
advised  me  to  address  myself  to  the  courts 
tailor,    who  worked   in  tlie  outer  court    of 
tlie  palace.    I  ordered  him  to  make  me  some 
clothes,  for  which  I  paid  him  handsomely, 
and  then  made  him  a  present  of  tliem  under 
tlie  pretext  that  they  did  not  fit  me.     This 
generosity  procured  me  his  favour ;  and  on 
his  one  day  asking  me  if  I  were  not  in  love, 
I  did  not  hesitate  to  acquaint  him  in  confi- 
dence with  my  adventure.     *  Ah  !'  said  he, 
when  I  had  described  my  mistress  to  him, 
*  it  is  the  favourite  singer  of  the   caliph ;   I 
will  sec  if  I  cannot,  somehow  or  other,  be  of 
service  to  you.'     We  were  yet  engaged  in 
this  conversation,  when  a  eunuch  came  out 
of  the  palace  into  the  tailor's  shop  ;  as  he 
much  admired  the  beauty  of  the  cloth  which 
I  had  that  day  brought  with  me,  I  made  him 
a  present  of  it,  and  gave  him  several  other 
articles  of  dress,  the  value  of  which  might 
exceed  one  thousand  dinars.     He  thanked 
me,   and   invited   me   to    come   with   him. 
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When  we  were  in  his  room,  he  said  to  me : 
'  I  would  wager  every  thing  I  have  in  the 
world  that  you  are  that  Abu  Hassan  of  Cho- 
rwwninj  who  has  turned  the  head  of  the 
tivourite  singer  of  the  caliph.'  Tears  were 
mgr  sole  reply.  ^  Weep  not,*  said  he,  *  your 
lore  is  not  unrequited ;  the  fiivourite  repays 
it  with  her's,  for  she  loves  you  with  her  whole 
heart,  and  you  are  already  the  chief  subject 
«f  oooversation  throughout  the  palace.  Visit 
me  often,  perhaps  I  may  be  useiul  to  you.' 

^  The  next  day  I  went  again  to  the 
eunuch.  ^  I  had  yesterday,'  said  he,  *  an 
opportunity  to  relate  to  your  mistress  what 
passed  between  us,  and  she  wishes  to-day  to 
haire  some  conversation  with  you  hersel£' 
Towards  evening  he  brought  me  a  shirt, 
interwoven  with  gold,  and  a  mande  belong- 
ing to  the  caliph.  '  These  are,'  said  he, 
«  the  habits  of  the  caliph  when  he  goes  in 
die  evening  to  the  harem.  Go  up  the  long 
gallery  where  the  slaves  of  the  first  rank 
reside,  and  in  passing  through,  lay  a  grain 
of  musk  at  every  door;  for  such  is  the 
caliph's  custom  every  evening,  when  he  goes 

L  6 


228  ABU    HASSAN    OF    CHORASSAN. 

throiifi^h  it.     When  vou  come  to  the  second 
aveiuic  on  the  right,  yon  will  see  a  door  with 
a  niar])le  threshold  :  this  is  her's,  and  leads 
to  tlie  cabinet  of  your  beloved.     Step    in, 
and  Heaven  favour  vour  return  !* 

"  I  put  on  the  caliph's  dress,  and  at  the 
appointed  hour  commenced  my  adventure, 
lavin^T  a  f^rain  of  musk  at  every  door.     But 
when  I  had  arrived  at  about  the  middle  of 
the  millerv,  behold!  all  at  once  I  heard    a 
o'reat  bustle,   and  saw  the  liffht  of  torches. 
It   was  the  caliph  himself,    surrounded   by 
slaves,    carrvincj  flambeaux.     I  heard  voices 
in  the  chambers  of  the  gallery,   crying  out, 
'  Good  God  !  what,    is  the    caliph    coming* 
again?     He  has  already  passed  by ;  for  we 
knew  him  by  the  sweet  scent  of  his  raiment. 
Has  he  not  also  laid,  as  usual,  his  grains  of 
musk  at  tlie  doors  !' 

''  On  tliisHiastened  my  steps,  for  the  caliph 
was  not  far  ofT;  but  in  my  confusion  I  mistook 
the  door,  and  stepped  into  a  chamber  which 
did  not  belong  to  my  beloved.  It  was,  how- 
ever, to  my  great  joy,  the  chamber  of  her 
sister.     '  Are  you  not,'  said  sl)e,  *  Abu  Has* 
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of  Cfaorassan,  the  beloved  of  my  sister 
Shajmt  ud-dar,    that  is,    Pearl-tree,   who 
has  defirauded  you  of  all  your  money  ?    As 
soon  as  I  had  acknowledged  it,  she  called 
ber   sister,  whose  countenance  brightened 
widi  joy,  and  we  fell  into  one  another^s 
arms.     I  related  what  I  had  undergone  for 
ber  sake,  and  she  gave  thanks  to  Heaven 
for  guiding  my  steps  so  fortunately  to  the 
room  of  her  sister.     Her  sister  participated 
in  our  happiness,  and  we  were  just  consider- 
11^  the  means  of  lawfully  making  it  com* 
plete,  when  we  heard  all  at  once  a  great 
mMse  at  the  door.     It  was  the  caliph  him^ 
sel^  who    had  come   to   visit    Pearl-tree. 
They  immediately  contrived  to  hide  me, 
and  then  let  in  the  caliph,  who  ordered  wine 
and  music     He  was  just  at  that  time  pas- 
sionately in  love  with  the  beautiful  Badia, 
who  afterwards  became  the  mother  of  the 
Caliph  Matax ;  and  although  he  was  inca- 
pable of  being  untrue  to  her,  yet  when  any 
little    dissension  arose   between  them,   he 
would   go  to  the  gallery  of  his  slaves  to 
divert  himself  with  music.    He  was  parti- 
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cularly  fond  of  Pearl-tree*s  songs;  she  was^ 
indeed,  his  favourite  singer.     She  now  sang- 
liim  some  stanzas,  wliich  contained  an  idlu- 
sion  to  his  differences  with  Badia,  and  re- 
connncnded   him  to  put  an    end  to  them. 
The  caliph  was  quite  enchanted  with  her 
song,  and  commanded  her  to  ask  any  favour 
she  pleased  of  liim.      She  desired  her  free- 
dom, and  it  was  instantly  jQjranted. 

"  The  caliph  then  proceeded  to  his  be- 
loved, to  effect  his  reconciliation,  and  Pearl- 
tree  was  overjoyed  at  having  obtained  her 
freedom.     Tlie    question  now   was   how    I 
sliould  again  leave  the  palace  ?  They  dressed 
jne  in  women's  clothes,  and  in  this  disguise 
I  attempted  my  egress.     But  when  I  came 
into    the  middle  of  tlie   court  I  again  met 
tlie  caliph,  who  wtis  curious  to  see  my  face  ; 
he  commanded  me  to  unveil,  and  1  was  re- 
cognized.    I  threw  myself  at  his  feet,  con- 
fessed  all,  and    implored  pardon,    in   con- 
sideration    of  my  youth    and    ignorance. 
Pearl-tree  was  brought  forward,  and,  after 
some  reproaches,   the  caliph   pardoned  us 
hotli.     The  cadi   was  called,  the  marriage 
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contract  drawn  up,  and  my  bride  brought 
me  as  her  dower  all  -  this  furniture  from  the 
caliph's  palace,  on  which  the  commander 
of  die  faithful  sees  the  name  of  the  Caliph 
MotawakkeL  She  continued  to  visit  at  the 
ooort  occasionally,  but  one  day  returned 
bathed  in  tears.  I  learned  from  her  the 
murders  which  had  been  committed  by  Mos- 
tanser  and  the  chie&  of  the  Turkish  body- 
guard. Fearing  lest  I  should  be  included 
among  the  proscribed,  I  retired  to  Bassora. 
It  was  only  after  the  civil  war  between  Mos- 
tander  and  Mostain  had  passed  over  that 
1  dared  to  return  to  Bagdad." 

The  caliph  was  satisfied  with  the  narra- 
^u  of  Abu  Hassan  of  Chorassan,  and 
gnmted  him  an  edict  wliich  exempted  him 
and  his  children,  for  twenty  years,  from  all 
tribute  or  taxes. 
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THE  STORY  OF  IBRAHIM  AND 

JAMILAIL 


A  CERTAIN  sultan  of  Egypt,  whose  name 

uras   Khasib,    bad    a    son     of   extraordi- 

oaiy  beauty.     He  kept  him  so  exclusively 

to   himself,     that  he  would    not   permit 

him  to  stir  out  of  the  palace,   except  on 

Fridays,  when  he  went  to  the  mosque.     As 

the  young  prince  was  once  returning  from 

thence,  and  passing  a  bookseller's  shop,  he 

stopped,  dismounted,  and  began  to  examine 

the  books.     In  one  of  them  he  found   a 

miniature  of  a  beautiful    woman,    which 

wanted  nothing  but  speech  to  be  perfection. 

At  the  sight  of  this  picture   the  prince's 

head  was  completely  turned.     ^  What  is  the 

price  of  this  book?'  said  he.— ^^It  is  at 

your  disposal,  and  you  have  nothing  to  pay 
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for    it,    prince,'*   said    the  bookseller,     kiss- 
ing the  earth.     The  prince  gave  him  a  hun- 
dred dinars,    took  the  book,    and     thence- 
forward  did     nothing  bnt    contemplate    it 
day   and  night,    without  ever  thinking    of 
food  or  sleep.     He  was  now  only  sorry  tJiat 
he  had  not  asked  the  bookseller  who    had 
drawn  this  portrait,  and  he   determined    to 
inquire  of  him  the  next  time  he  went  to  the 
moscjue.     Tins  liappened   on  the  follo\%'ing 
Fridav.    lie  learned  from  the  bookseller  that 
tlie  painter  lived  at  Bagdad  ;  that  his  name 
was    Abul    Kassim    Es-Sandelani ;   that    he 
dwelt  in  that  part  of  the  town  called  Alka- 
racha,  and  that  he  was  the  greatest  master 
of  Ins  art.     The  prince  determined  to  quit 
his  countrv,  without  discoverino^  his  inten- 
tion  to  any  one,   so  that  he   might  pursue 
this  adventure  alone.     He  was  then  a  vouth 
of  fifteen.     He  filled  a  purse  with  diamonds, 
took   thirty   thousand  pieces    of  gold,    and 
left  the  palace  without  being  observed.     He 
met  a    caravan,  and    asked    the   very    first 
Bedouin    how    far   he    was   from    Bagdail. 
**  From  the  !!?})ot  on  which   you   now   stand. 
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my  child/'  answered  the  Bedottin,  ^*  unto 
Bflgdad,  is  a  joorney  of  at  least  two  months." 
«.<^  If  yon  will  convey  me  thither  safe  and 
KMind,"  ccMitinued  the  prince,  *'  I  will  not 
only  give  yon  twenty  pieces  of  gold,  but 
also  the  horse  on  which  I  ride,  which  is 
worth  one  thousand.'^  The  Bedouin  pro- 
mised him  his  protection,  and  kept  his 
word,  for  he  conducted  him  safe  and  sound 
to  Bagdad.  The  prince  fulfilled  his  pro- 
mise also^  and  then  inquired  for  the  Alka- 
racha  quarter  of  the  town.  On  his  way 
thither,  he  passed  by  a  fine  house,  the  door 
of  which  hung  on  silver  hinges  and  the  bells 
on  it  were  of  the  same  metaL  On  either 
side  of  the  door  stood  a  marble  sofa,  on 
which  there  were  cushions  and  pillows.  On 
one  of  them  sat  a  respectable  looking  man, 
before  whom  stood  four  Mamlukes.  The 
young  man  saluted  him,  and  he  returned  the 
salutation ;  and  when  the  former  asked  the 
prince  whence  he  came^  he  replied  that  he 
was  a  stranger,  in  search  of  a  lodging,  and 
that  he  should  feel  most  happy  if  he  could  be 
acooocmiodated  with  one  in  this  house.  ^^  Ga- 
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*'  the  portrait  of  my  cousin  Jamilah  of  Bas- 
sora.     Her  lather  is  governor  of  that  city, 
and    his   name   is   Abuleis.     She   is   iudis- 
])utably  the  handsomest  girl  on  earth,  but, 
unfortunatelv,  she  has  a  whim  that  slie  will 
not  even  hear  the  name  of  a  man  mentioned. 
I  once  made  a  proposal  to  my  uncle  to  marry 
her,  but  found  it  impossible  to  bring  this 
about.     She  sent  me  word,  that  as  my  life 
was  dear   to   me,  I    should  fly  the  city  of 
Bassora,  for  she  is  as  tyrannical  as  she   is 
beautiful,  and  would  probably  have  caused 
me  to  be  murdered.      I    therefore  quitted 
the   place,   and  have  since  amused    myself 
with  painting  her  portrait,  of  which  I  have 
made  numerous  copies.     I  can  easily  ima- 
gine  that  you  would  immediately  become 
enamoured  of  her,  but  on  the  other  hand, 
mv  child,  I  will  not  vouch  for  it,  that  she 
will  not  be  equally  in  love  with  you,  when 
she   shall  see  you.      One  glimpse  of  your 
face  and  figure  will  be  sufficient  for  that." 

Ibraham,  for  this  was  the  name  of  the 
young  prince,  was  silent  for  a  moment; 
he  then  exclaimed  all  at  once,  ''  Yes,  I  will 
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inuaediately  set  out  for  Bassora." — ^  Wait  at 
least,"  said  the  painter,  '^  until  I  get  a 
vessel  prepared  for  you,  and  give  the  sulors 
the  necessary  directions  to  convey  you  thi- 
ther in  safe^*" 

Ibrahim  embarked,  and  soon  arrived  safe 
in  fiassora*     Here  the  sailors  left  him  and 
returned  with  their  Tessel^    after  he  bad 
made  them  a  present  of  one  hundred  dIniiiB. 
Ha  inquired  for  the  khan  (caravansary)  of 
the  merchants,  and  he  was  directed  to  one 
called  Shaklata.  He  proceeded  thither,  and 
as  he  passed  through  the  streets,  the  people 
stood  with  open  mouths  to  eye  him^  and 
«£claimed,    ^  What  n    handsome   young 
man !"    He  addressed  himself  to  the  over- 
seer of  tlie  khan  for  apartments,  and  was 
shewn    som^    which    were    covered  with 
gold.     Ibrahim  took « two  dinars  out  of  his 
pocket  which  he  gave  to  the  overseer,  say-! 
ii^   "  Here  is  something  by  way  of  ear- 
nest.'*-^'' You  are  welcome,"  said  the  over^ 
seer  of  the  khan,  and  thanked  him*    **  Here 
is  another  dinir,'*  continued  Ibrahim :  ^*  go 
and  fetch  me  something  for  supper."    The 
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servant  at  the  khan  brought  bread,  roasted 
meat,  vegetables,  and  sherbet.  Ibrahim 
tasted  but  little  of  either,  and  then  pre- 
sented them  to  the  overseer,  who  launched 
out  in  praise  of  his  liberality.  When  the 
latter  again  entered  the  room,  he  perceiv- 
ed that  the  prince  was  in  tears.  "  God  dry 
your  tears  !"  said  the  man,  and  kissed  the 
prince's  feet.  Ibrahim  gave  him  five  dinars, 
and  told  him  to  fetch  some  wine,  adding 
that,  if  he  had  no  objection,  they  would 
spend  the  night  in  drinking. 

Whilst  the  man  of  the  khan  was  gone 
out  to  procure  the  wine,  the  prince  sobbed 
in  a  dreadful  manner ;  and  when  the  man 
again  returned,  he  found  him  quite  batlied 
in  tears.  "  Cheer  up  !  cheer  up  !*'  said  he, 
"  your  weeping  makes  me  quite  melancholy  ! 
Dry  up  your  tears,  and  tell  me  what  makes 
your  heart  so  heavy?" — "  Alas  P'  said  the 
prince,  "  you  do  not  know  that  I  am  the 
son  of  the  sultan  of  Egjpt,  and  that  I  am 
in  love  with  the  daughter  of  Abuleis,  even 
to  distraction." — "  Good  God  !"  exclaimed 
the  overseer :  "  silence,  my  son,  for  should 
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anjr  one  Jiear  us,  our  heads  are  in  dangef. 
I  pray  yoa  pwe  up  the  foolish  idea  V*  At 
these  words  the  tears  of  the  priace  flowed 
Aster  and  Sister.  ^  Poor  chfld,*'  said  the 
BttBtp  ^  be  aflsmed  I  woald  ride  my  life  for 
ylM^  if  it  €x>ald  be  useful,  or  assistyoa  ia 

any  wiqr/' 

The  next  day  Ibrahim  went  to  the  bath, 
and  dressed  himself  with  Uie  greatest  care. 
The  overseer  of  the  khan  and  his  wife  came 
lo  wish  him  good  day.  ^  We  have  found 
what  yoa  want,'*  siud  they;  ^  we  have  found 
o«t  a  humpbacked  tailor  who  worics  for 
Jaaulah.  Go  to  him,  and  open  your  heart 
tia  him,  '  probabty  he  will  be  Me  to  rei^ 
dcr  yoa  some  serrice/' 

Ibrahim  proceeded  to  the  tailoPs  shop, 
and  found  die  humpback  surrounded  by 
fire  of  his  men,  whowere  as  beautiful  as  ihe 
moan.  ^  Sew  this  pocket  up,'*  said  the 
prince,  <<  whidi  is  unr^**  The  tailor 
gave  it  two  or  three  stttchles  and  Ae  piaaes 
pwcnted  him  with  five  din&rs.  The  next 
day  he  went  again  to  the  tailor^  shop  t» 
have   the  same   pocket  atitdied  up,   the 
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threads  of  which  had  given  way,  and  this 
tinK'  he  gave  the  man  ten  dinars.     "  Such 
generosity,'*    said   the   tailor,     "  makes  me 
suppose  you  must  be  in  love.     If  you  are, 
have  confidence  in  me,  for  no  one  is  more 
able    to   be  of  service   to  vou  than  I  am, 
from  the  connexion  I  have  with  most  of  the 
harems." — '•  Alas  !"    said   Ibrahim,    "  you 
are  right :    my  story  is  a  strange  one ;  but 
this   is  not   the  place   to  tell  it   in."     The 
tailor  rose,  and  led  the  prince  into  a  cabinet 
at   the  back   part   of   the   shop,  and   there 
listened    to    the  confession  of  his   passion. 
''  Alas,  my  son,"  said  the  tailor,  "  be  care- 
ful or  you  are  lost  if  you  open  your  mouthy 
for  Jamilah   cannot  even  bear  to  hear  the 
name  of  man  mentioned."    On  this  Ibrahim 
gave   a    loud   cry,    and   sobbed    violently. 
**  Alas  !"  said  he,  "  I  have  made  so  long  a 
journey ;  I  have  left  my  father's  house ;  and 
I    will    rather   endanger   my  life  than  re- 
nounce my  plan." 

*'  My  son,"  said  the  tailor,  "  I  have  but 
one  head  to  risk  for  vou,  but  that  head 
shall   be  ventured,    if  I   can   by  so  doing 
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render  yoa  a  service;  and  uvmorrow  I 
pranise  you  shall  hear  further  from 
me." 

The  next  day  Ibrahim  put  on  his  best 
dothes,   and  betook  himself  to  the  tailor's 
shop^   with  a  purse  full  of  money  in  his 
hand,  with  which  he  determined  to  make 
the  taUor  merry.    ^*  Go^"  said  the  latter  to 
him,  <^  get  a  good  breakfast  prepared,  and 
let  it  be  carried  with  you.    Hire  a  boat,  and 
order  your  people  to  take  you  an  hour*s  sail 
bdow  Baasora.    You  will  then  come  to  a 
large  garden  which  has  a  gate,  to  which  you 
approach    by   a  flight    of  steps:    this  is 
Jamilah's  garden.     On  the  steps  you  will 
find  a  man  sitting  who  is  humpbacked  as  I 
am.    Tell  him  the  state  of  your  heart,  per- 
haps he  will  be  touched  by  your  case,  and 
may  procure  you  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
her  at  a  distance;  for  if  you  should  be  per- 
ceived, your  head,  as  well  as  the  door-keep- 
er's and  my  own,  will  be  the  forfeit/' 

Ibrahim  proceeded  to  the  bank  of  the 
Tigris,  and  awakened  the  very  first  boat- 
man,  whom  he  found  sleeping.     *^  Here," 
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said  he,  "  are  ten  dinars,  take  me  belo^v  the 
town." — "  Very  well,"  replied  the  boatman, 
''  but   on    condition    that    I    do    not   take 
you  farther  than  an  hour's  sail,  for  we  are 
forbidden  on  pain  of  death  to  pass  by  the 
garden  of  Jamilah.*'     When  the  prince  bad 
arrived  at  the  desired  spot,    he  gave   ten 
dinars  more  to  the  man,  who  wished  him 
success   in   his  adventure.     Ibrahim  found 
every    thing   as  the  tailor  had    described. 
At  the  top  of  the  steps  he  saw  the  hump- 
backed man  sitting  before  the  door  with  a 
red  mace  in  his  hand,  and  prostrated  him- 
self before  him.    "  Who  are  you,  my  child  ?' 
said   the    humpbacked    door-keeper,    who 
was  touched  by  the  behaviour  of  the  youth, 
but  still  more   interested   by  his  extreme 
I)eauty.     "  I   am   a  poor,   strange,   unfor- 
tunate, and  deserted  youth,''  replied  Ibra- 
him.      The  humpbacked    man   dried  his 
tears,  and  seated  him  on  the  couch.    "  Be 
easy,  my  son,*'  said  he ;  "  if  thou  hast  debts, 
they  shall  be  paid,  and  if  thou  hast  aught 
else  to  afflict  thee,  it  shall  be  removed."—"  I 
have,"  replied  Ibrahim,  "  neither  debts  nor 
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fi>r  I  hsfe,  piaised  be  God,  money 

cooii^i,  and  youth  and  spirits.'* — ^  But  what 

niotiFe  could  theo  induce  thee  to  risk  thy 

life  fay  coBsing  to  this  spot?'    Hereupon 

Ibrahim  related  to  him  circiuDstantiaUy  th^ 

whole  of  his  stoiy*    '*  The  Ueanng  of  God 

be  on  my  brother  the  tailor,*'  said  the  dooi^ 

keeper,  ^  for  giving  you  such  good  advice. 

Bj  my  faith  I   if  I  did  not  wish  you  well 

merdy  bom  the  interest  I  have  taken  in 

you,  your  head,  his  heed,  as  well  as  those 

off  the  overseer  of  the  khan  and  his  wife, 

would  be  forfeited.     Behold  this  garden. 

There  is  mme  equal  to  it  in  ail  the  world  : 

it  is  called  the  gardMi  of  pearls.    As  long 

as  I  can  remonber,  no  one  ever  entered  it 

but  the   sultan  and  the  beautifel  Jamilafa, 

to  whom  it  MOW  belongSi     No  one  ever 

dtfed  to  adc  permission  of  me  to  enter 

during  the  twenty-five  years  that  I  have 

been  gardener  here.    Eveiy  forty  days  J»- 

■flah  comes  hither;  but  she  is  bidden  from 

«veiy  eye  by  a  sadn  tent  which  completely 

eoiersher,  and  is  borne  by  ten  slaves.  I  have 

but  one  head  to  risk  for  you^  but  for  you  I 
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will  risk  that*     Come,  I  will   conduct    j^oii 

into  the  garden/' 

Prince  Ibrahim  kissed  the  earth  which  the 
humpback  trod  on,  and  followed  him    into 
the  garden.     He  was  amazed  at  the  sight  of 
the  beautiful  trees  therein,  which  breathed 
forth  perfumes  of  the  sweetest  kind,  and  he 
was  enchanted    with   the  silvery  fountains, 
aviaries,    and  shrubberies.      The  gardener 
conducted  him  into  a  pleasure -house  of  gold 
and  azure,  which  was  approached  by  five 
steps.     In  the  middle  of  this  pavilion  there 
was  a  basin,  lined  with  plates  of  gold  and 
silver,  and  surrounded  by  figures  of  animals. 
On   tlie  left  wtis  a  window,  w4iich   looked 
into  a  park,  where  antelopes,    foxes,    and 
<Hher  animals  of  the  chase  were  seen  sport- 
ing about.     On  the  right  wiis  a  court-yard 
filled    with  birds   of  every   species,   whose 
various  songs  produced    a  delightful  har- 
mony. 

The  gardener  retired  for  a  moment,  and 
then  returned  with  a  dish  full  of  roasted 
meat.  "  Eat,"  said  he,  *'here  are  chickens, 
here  is  food  fit  for  a  prince.     Eat  as  much 
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as  yoa  can,  and  preserve  the  remainder; 
fer  ^ea  Jamilah  oomes  hither^  I  shall  not 
be  able  to  bring  you  any  more."  He  then 
prepared  an  arbour  of  twigs  in  one  of  the 
palm-trees,  and  told  Ibrahim  he  might  hide 
himself  therein  without  being  observed,  and 
that  he  might  sit  there  and  hear  Jamilah 
sing,  ^  To-morrow,*'  added  he,  **  is  the  day 
of  her  cmning ;  until  then  you  may  walk 
about  as  you  please." 

The  next  morning  very  early  Humpback 
eame  to  the  prince  quite  out  of  breath,  and 
begged  him  to  mount  into  his  seat  in  the 
palm-tree  immediately,  for  the  first  detach- 
ment of  the  female  slaves,  who  were  sent 
beforduind  to  make  the  necessary  prepara- 
tions for  Jamilah*s  coming,  had  already 
arrived. 

Ibrahim  mounted  the  palm-tree,  and  the 
gardener  withdrew,  putdng  up  prayers  for 
his  success.  Almost  immediately  afterwards 
the  prince  beheld  five  most  beautiful  females 
enter  the  pavilion.  They  here  took  oflppart 
of  their  dress  and  washed  the  pavilion  with 
rose-water,  perfumed  it  with  musk  and  am- 
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ber,  and  spread  on  the  floor  mats  of  gold. 
Tliey  were  followed  bv  five  other  female 
slaves,  who  were  nrmed,  and  carried  a  tent 
of  rich  siuf!',  under  which  was  Jamilali. 
When  they  had  arrived  at  the  door  of  tlie 
pavilion,  they  drew  up  the  curtain  of  tlie 
tent  with  silver  cords,  and  Jamilah  stepped 
out  of  it  and  went  into  the  pavilion,  so 
that  it  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  catcti 
the  least  glimpse  of  her  figure. 

The  slaves  began  to  prepare  a  sumptuous 
repast,  and  to  sing  and  dance,  playing  on 
several  insiiuments,  which  m.ide an  incom- 
parahle  concert.  The  curtain  which  hung 
hofiirc  l!ie  pavilion  was  now  drawn  up,  and 
Jiuniirtli  came  forth,  smiling  in  all  her  beau- 
ly,  and  glittering  with  gold  and  diamonds. 
yiie  had  a  diadem  of  pearls,  and  the  buckle 
of  her  girdle  was  composed  of  two  large 
emeralds. 

When  the  prince  beheld  her  his  senses 
left  him,  and  he  had  nearly  fallen  olf  the 
tree.  The  ten  female  slaves  began  to  dance, 
and  afterwards  kissed  the  earth,  prostrat- 
ing themselves  before  Jamilah.    "  Madam," 


wd  they  to  her,  ^  may  we  be  so  bold  as  to 
^A  yoa  for  once  to  dance  yourself?  you 
seem  ia  such  excellent  sphits  to-day."  She 
assented;  and  laying  aside  her  robes,  appeal^ 
ed  dotlied  only  in  a  dress  woven  of  gold  and 
pnrple.  Ibrahim  was  quite  daxzled  with  the 
loveliness  of  her  face  and  the  symmetry  of 
her  form.  Indeed  those  words  of  the  poet 
m^ht  be  applied  to  her: 

"^  She  b  created  in  the  nicest  proportions 
^  of  beanty ;  she  has  no  charm  that  can  be 
^  iaq>roved.  She  seems  formed  of  the  wBf- 
^  ter  of  pearlsi  and  every  member  beams 
**  fike  a  moon.^ 

Ibrahim  oonld  not  forbear  descending  from 
the  tree,  and  at  that  moment  Jamilah  espied 
him*  Her  colonr  chained  in  an  instant ;  she 
seirtd  a  dagger,  and  commanding  her  slaves 
to  continue  ringing,  she  approached  the 
^t  where  she  saw  the  prince  descending 
from  his  elevated  seat ;  but,  when  she  had 
come  near  enough  to  see  how  beautiful  he 
was,  the  dagger  fell  out  of  her  hand,  and  she 
exdaimed :  ^  God  be  praised,  who  altereth 
the  mhids  of  men  f*     l^e  then  tui^ed  to 
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Ilinihini,  and,  smilin{»,  said  :  "  Young  man, 
lIil'lt  lip,  I  jjanloii  you."  Ibrnhim  wept, 
uiuJ  >.lie  tliitil  Ills  teals.  "  Whence  come 
vmj,  ami  limv  dii!  yoii  get  liere?"  osked  she. 
rile  jiiiiicu  then  rtlated  to  her  his  story 
fiinii  beginning  to  end.  "  Gootl  God  !" 
cried  slie,  "  art  thou  Ihriihim,  the  son  of 
Kha^ib':'  It  is  on  thy  account  that  I  have 
ilcchired  eiiniily  .tgain^t  the  male  sex,  for 
the  leport  of  thy  heaiity  had  i-eoclietl  my 
ears  and  I  immediately  felt  the  strongest 
and  lenderesl  passion  for  thee,  and  prayed 
lo  Heaven  ili.it  I  might  once  be  permitted  to 
see  thee  !  Had  it  been  any  one  else  except 
thee,  f  wimld  have  had  him  hung  on  the  first 
tree,  loi;.iher  witli  the  d(K)r-keeper,  the 
l.ailoi",  iliL'tiverseer,  and  his  wife.  I  should 
like,"  continued  she,  "  to  eat  with  thee^ 
were  it  pi)isii>le,  without  going  back  to  my 
daves." — "  Yuii  shall  have  what  you  desire," 
said  Ibraliim,  and  drew  out  of  a  bag  some 
Ibod  and  bottles  of  wine.  Jamilali  was 
enchanted  at  this  unexpected  pleasure. 
She  l}egan  euling  and  drinking,  while  her 
slaves  continued  dancing  and  singing. 
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Slioitly  after  she  had  finished  her  repast^ 
she  parted  with  Ibrahim,  lest  she  should  be 
discovered  by  her  slaves^  and  as  she  left 
him  said :  ^  I  quit  the  garden  with  the  hope 
of  seeing  thee  again  to-morrow  evening  on 
this  spot*     Farewell,  beloved  of  my  soul/' 

The  slaves  were  surprised  at  the  sudden 
oommand  for  departure.  *'  Why  is  it  that 
we  are  to  leave  so  early  this  time,  when  we 
were  never  wont  to  spend  less  than  three 
days  here?'  Jamilah  told  thfem  that  she 
fidt  herself  unwell,  and  was  fearful  it  was  the 
forerunner  of  a  severe  illness :  they  ther^ 
fiyre  packed  up  every  thing  and  departed. 
The  humpbacked  gardener  was  equally  sur- 
prised, and  hurried  to  the  prince  in  a  state 
of  alarm  to  inquire  whether  he  had  been 
seen  by  Jamilah.  Ibrahim  swore  he  had 
not  pat  his  head  out  of  the  palm-tree.  He 
lock  leave  of  the  gardener,  went  back 
to  the  khan,  where  he  told  the  overseer  and 
his  wife  that  fortune  had  not  been  favourable 
to  him,  and  that  pressing  business  obliged 
him  to  return  home. 

In  the  evening  at  twilight  he  was  at  the 
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.  vt-.  .mil  jicrceivei!  tliat  it  was  blood  which 
U:ii\  cuvL>til  liini  to  ^li[),  and  foand  il  was  a 
.iL-ad  liodv  tiver  wliicli  lie  Imd  fidleii.  "  There 
li  til)  )vi"tT  nor  niigiit  but  tVom  God  !"  ex- 
i'Ncl:iinml  111'.  i|iiitL'  terrified.  On  closer 
isuniiii.uion  oftho  corpse,  lie  Ibund  that  it 
«x-  iln'  hoily  of  a  yunng  girl,  whose  henJ 
\.\\  ,u  -oiiie  dislunco.  Al  this  moment  the 
liLir,iii;inl  of  the  polite  stepped  into  llie 
haLh  Willi  leii  of  liis  followers  to  search 
iW-\x:  ■'  Vonng  man,"  said  they,  "  tlid 
MHi  kill  this  -irr;"'— "1  call  God  to  wit- 
jif>?."  iM-liiiined  Ibrahim,  "  (hat  I  have  iiot 
killi-d  liur,  and  that  I  know  iiothinn;  of  her 
dcaili ;"  bill  wlicn  llii-  lieutenant  of  police 
-aw  Ibraliim's  hands  dyed  with  blootl, 
he  iLskcd— "  What  fiirliier  proof  do  we 
need  r  Stiikc  otl'  his  head/'  On  this  the 
priiii'i  cried  out  loudly.  .Some  of  ihe  fol- 
lii\Mi- of  llic  licnienanl  represented  to  him 
ili.il  ilii-  youth  had  not  the  appearance  of  a 
niiirdeni'.  lint  ihe  lieutenant  would  listen 
10  iiolhiii!^,  and  cried  out,  "  Strike  ofi'  his 
head !  '  They  therefore  made  the  prince 
kneel,   bound  his  eyes,  and  the  executioner 
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on  the  point  of  striking  the  fatal  blow, 
when  a  troop  of  horsemen  approached  at 
foil  gallop^  crying  out :  ^'  Stop !  stop  P' 
This  was  indeed  the  strangest  concatenation 
of  erents  ^ich  can  be  imagined,  as  we  shall 


When  Khasib,  the  sultan  of  Egypt,  had 
lost  his  son^  he  sent  his  first  chamberlain  to 
the  Caliph  Hanin  al  Raschid,  with  the  re- 
ipiest  that  he  would  send  home  Ibrahim,  in 
otte  he  should  be  found  in  Bagdad,  which 
was  dionght  probable.  The  caliph  caused 
the  necessary  inquiries  to  be  made,  and  as- 
oertained  that  he  had  proceeded  to  Bassora ; 
he  therefore  furnished  the  chamberlain  with 
a  troop  of  horsemen,  to  accompany  him  as 
&r  as  that  town,  and  it  was  this  very  troop 
wfatdi  came  up  at  the  moment  of  the  execu- 
tion; and  as  the  chamberlain  recognized 
the  prince  afar  off,  although  he  was  blind- 
folded, he  delivered  him  from  the  hands 
of  the  executioner,  and  called  the  lieu- 
tenant to  account  for  daring  to  order  a 
prince  to  be  beheaded. 

The  lieutenant  excused  himself,   saying 
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that  appearances  were  on  his  side,  but  he 
was  silenced  when  his  oflBcers  brought  forth 
the  real   murderer,  whom  thev  had  Found 
hid   at   the  extremity   of  the   bath.     They 
then  all  proceeded  to  the  court  of  the  caliph, 
who  commanded  the  murderer  to  be    e^ce- 
cuied,  and  directed  Ibrahim  to  relate    his 
story  from  beginning  to  end.     After  this  he 
sent  officers  in  search  of  the   painter   Abul 
K:\smi  Es-Sandelani.     He  was  fotind  in  the 
act  of  ill-treating  his  poor  cousin  Jamilah, 
whom  he  had  hanged  up  by  the  hair  of  her 
head,  and  who  was  nearly  expiring  from  the 
blows  he  had  inflicted  on  her.     They  were 
all    l)rought  before    the  caliph.     Harun  al 
Haschid  commanded   them  to  cut  off  the 
painter's  hands  and  tlien  to  hang  him,  which 
judgment  was  immediately  put  in  execution  ; 
his  property  was  then  confiscated  and  trans- 
ferreil   to   Ibrahim.     In  the  mean  time  Ja- 
milah's   father,    Abuleis,    came   before    the 
caliph  to  complain  that  Ibrahim,  the  son  of 
Kha-sib,  had  carried  off  his  daughter.     Ha- 
run al  Raschid  told  him  he  ou^jht  to  esteem 
it  a  blessing  that  Ibrahim  had  found  means 
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to  obtain  access  to  his  daughter;  **  fbr," 
said  lie,  ^  God  knows  what  fatal  mischief 
the  leirengefiil  spirit  of  that  villain  her 
ocmsin  migbt  have  intended  to  you.  Are  jou 
not  readj  to  give  your  consent  that  the  son 
tS  ib/t  sultan  of  £^]rp^  should  become  your 
son-in-law  ?"  Abuleis  consented ;  the  lawyer 
and  the  witnesses  were  called,  the  marriage- 
eontract  wna  ooncbidedf  and  the  marriage 
oonsnmmated  with  all  possible  formality. 


TRUTH  AND  HONOUR  OF  A 
BEDOUIN. 


Thc  Sharif  Hussain  ibn  Kian   relates, 
that  one  day  when  the  Caliph  Omar  was 
tttting  in  council  with  the  companions  of  the 
prophet  and  great  men  of  his  time,   two 
yooog  men  appeared  before  him  leading  a 
third,  whose  beauty  attracted  general  atten- 
tion.   Omar  gave  them  a  sign  to  approach, 
and  one  of  the  two,  who  held  the  third, 
spoke  to  the  following  efiect : — 

"  We  are  two  brothers,  whose  happiness 
it  was  to  have  a  father  who  (or  his  virtues 
was  esteemed  by  the  whole  tribe.  He  was 
m  the  habit  of  walking  in  his  garden  to 
enjoy  the  air,  and  this  young  man  klDeii 
him  there.  We  have  apprehended  him, 
and  brought  him  hither  for  the  purpose  of 
leceiving  from  you  the  right  of  retaliation.'^ 
— <<  Answer  to  this,^  said  Omar  to  the  young 
num,  who  stood  before  him  with  the  greatest 
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profuse  perspiration,  "  I  have,"  said  he, 
"  put  my  brollK'r's  money  in  safety  ;  pardon 
me  if  ihc  ixcessive  heat  lias  retarded  me 
inori.'  tiian  I  expected." — "  Commander  of 
ilie  fiiithfiil,"  said  Abizar,  "  I  have  been 
security  fur  this  youth  without  ever  baWnfi 
knowii  any  tliini^  of  him,  antl  inspired  with 
confidence  in  him  solely  throti<;h  his  honest 
couiiieiiaiice — behold  him  here  !  Let  us 
nn  more  say  there  is  neither  truiii  nor  ho- 
nour upon  earth  !" 

All  were  astonished  ill  the  upriftht  con- 
duct of  the  youtli,  and  the  two  brother*, 
who  were  equally  affected,  withdrew  their 
accusatlun,  and  declared  they  pardoned  liini. 
Severe  as  Omar  was,  he  accepted  their 
pardon  of  tlie  youth  with  great  pleasure, 
and  ciiii^'ratiilated  himself  that  there  was 
so  mnch  truth  and  honour  under  his  go- 
venimeiu,  imd  among  the  Bedouins. 
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HASSAN  OF  BASSORA. 


HASSAN  OF  BASSORA. 


As  Egyptian tratlesman^settledatBasBorn, 
ieft  al  his  deatli  two  sons,  who  divided  equally 
betii'een  them  the  little  property  wliich  he 
had  to  beque&th.  One  of  them  wrought  in 
hronzei  and  the  oilier  was  by  profession  a 
goldsmith. 

The  latter,  named  Hassan,  was  sitting 
one  day  in  his  shop,  when  a  Persian  going 
by  stopped  to  look  at  the  young  man  as  he 
ut  holding  an  old  book  in  his  hand,  while 
^1  the  passengers  admired  his  beauty. 

Towards  evening,  when  the  multitude 
dispersed,  tlie  Persian  went  to  him  and  said, 
"  My  son,  you  are  a  very  hopeful  young 
Bian.  You  have  no  father,  and  I  have  no 
diildren.  I  understand  an  art  that  has  not 
its  equal  in  the  world.     Numbers  of  peoj^e 
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h;ivc  iiii]ir.rliun.il  iiil'  in  vain  to  teuch  it  llieni, 
bill.  I'mMi  n  (K't'iiliiir  preiiussession  wliich  I 
IVi'l  ill  viuir  liivimr,  I  am  resiilveil  to  Instruct 
yon  ill  it,  am!  tliureby  to  spare  you  tlie  labour 
of  plying  tlie  haiiiiiter," — "  When  will  you 
iiistnit't  me?"  a-kcd  Hassan,  "  To-mor- 
row," rvi>liu(l  l!u.  Porsiaii,  '  I  will  in  your 
pri'scncL'  traiisniiue  copper  into  ijold." 

Tile  young  man  was  overjoyeil  at  tliis 
liruiiilse,  atiii  coiiiiminicateii  tlie  matter  to 
lii.  iiiiitliLr.  "  Hewart-oftliis  IVrMan,"  said 
slu^  ;  ■■  llii)si>  ;iru  people  wlio  devote  ihcm- 
.vlv.>,  lo  tlie  pursuits  of  alcliyiny,  that  tliey 
iii.iy  rob  llieir  feilow-inen  of  ilu'ir  money." 
■•  Km,  iiioilier,"  rejoined  Il;iss;iii.  '•  wt  are 
poor,  and  il  would  be  a  very  liad  speculatioti, 
if  lie  bad  formed  any  scbcnie  again.-t  the 
link- we  pos.L-,.  Besides  tbis  sbaikb  lias 
ali  llie  appearance  of  aweallby  man."  TUe 
motber  said  no  iiuire,  and  Hassan  could  not 
slet  p  the  ne::t  nigbl  for  joy.  The  following 
morning  he  rose  very  early  and  went  to  his 
shop,  'lliere  he  was  soon  joined  by  tlie 
Persian.  H:i:isaii  would  have  kissed  his 
band,  but  be  woiiid  not  permit  him.     "  Get 


ready  Uie  raelthig-pot,"  said  he ;  "  make  a 
fire  and  bring  me  a  bit  of  copper."  Hiissan 
took  a  piece  of  an  oM  dish,  broke  it  inio 
tittle  bits,  put  tliem  into  a  melting-pot,  auii 
blew  the  fire.  The  Persian  drew  from  iiis 
tnrban  a  small  paper  containing  a  kind  of 
powder.  He  opened  the  paper,  and  threw 
half  a  drachm  of  the  powder  into  the  melt- 
ing-pot, where  in  the  self-same  moment  the 
copper  was  changed  into  the  purest  gold. 
Hassan  was  beside  himself  with  joy,  and 
would  have  covered  the  band  of  the  Persian 
with  kisses,  if  he  had  not  prevented  him. 
"  Go,"  said  he  to  Hassan,  "  and  turn  ihis 
gold  into  money."  Hassan  accordingly  took 
it  to  the  bazaar,  and  the  first  offer  made  to 
him  for  his  lump  of  goltl  was  ten  tlionsand 
dinars.  He  finally  disposed  of  ii  for  fifteen 
thousand,  with  which  he  went  home  in  the 
highest  spirits  to  his  mother.  The  good 
woman  was  quite  astunished.  "  God  is 
great,'"  said  he,  "  and  there  is  none  mighty 
and  powerful  bat  God  !"■  Plassan  thereupon 
look  a  large  copper  pot,  and  repaired  with  it 
to  the  shop  where  the  Persian  was.  "  Con- 
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vurt  tliis  iniii  f,'oUI  for  nie,"  sniil  he  to  liiiti. 
"  Voii  luiisi  Lie  "lit  ol"  jour  senses,'"  replied 
Uie  Persian;  "wonid  vou  go  to  the  bazaar 
iwice  iiri  llie  satm- diiv  toexcUetlie  notice  of 
tlie  pLople  itnil  to  bi'ing  yoiirselt"  into  a 
acnipe  ?  Ilyou  laii  jierform  this  operation 
once  :i  \ear  von  onL'ht  to  be  salistieti." — 
'■  Yuii  are  liirht.*'  siiid  lia-^san,  "  but  leacli 
me,  nevertheless,  thisiut." — "Gotl  is  great," 
iin-iwereil  thf  i'trsiiin  with  a  smile;  "you 
iivu  a  Uh)I,  my  son.  Is  this  an  art  lo  be 
t:iuglu  in  the  stri'ei^  ;intl  public  places,  that 
ilie  (irtieiiiMs  police  mav  take  cognizance  of 
it,  aiui  turn  o'.ir  skill  to  profitable  account? 
iJ'vou  wi-ih  to  leani  it,  my  son,  come  home 
alonn;  with  ine." 

Hassan  .shut  up  liis  shop  and  followed  the 
Feriiian;  but  by  tlio  wtiy  he  recollected  the 
words  ol'  his  niotlier :  a  thoiisaiid  ideiis  darted 
across  his  mind,  and  at  liist  he  stood  still 
«-itlK.iit  kiion-iiig  what  he  did.  "  You  are  a 
fool,"  said  the  Persian;  "  I  wish  you  veiy 
well,  and  still  you  hc-itate:  but  if  you  pre- 
fer it,  I  will  leiieh  yon  my  art  in  your  own 
house." — "  ThiU  will  be  better,"  said  Hassan. 
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Well,  then,  conduct  me  thither,''  replied 
tlie  PerstftQ.  Ilassaii  accordingly  conducted 
hin  to  his  home,  where  he  acquainted  hie 
wother  with  the  occasion  of  tlus  visit.  She 
prepared  a  bed  for  her  guest,  and  Hassan 
weotout  to  fetch  some  refreshments.  "Here," 
wid  he,  "  here  is  salt  and  bread ;  eat  of  it  and 
remember  that  God  severely  punishes  those 
who  violate  tbe  rights  wbich  bread  aiid 
mIi  confer," — "  Yon  are  right,"  answered 
the  Persian,  smiling,  "  salt  and  bread  are  in- 
raJuaUe  things."  They  then  ate  together, 
after  whicli  the  Persian  said :  *'  Go  and  fetch 
■tome  sweetmeats."  Ha.<Ban  went  and  fetched 
some  from  a  oeighbom'iDg  shop,  and  they 
ale  of  ihera.  "  Now,"  said  the  Persian, 
■'  bring  me  the  requisite  materials."  No 
sooner  did  Hassan  hear  tJiese  words,  than 
he  ran  like  a  horse  that  is  going  to  pasture 
in  spring,  to  fetch  the  necessary  apparatus. 
"  By  the  rights  of  salt  and  bread,"  said  the 
Persian,  *'  if  I  did  not  love  you  go  dearly  as 
I  do,  my  son,  I  would  never  teach  you  this 
inestimabte  art.  Look  at  this  powder,  if 
yoo  put  half  A  drachm  of  it  to  test  drachms 
a* 
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of  copper,  that  is  the  just  proportion  for 
converting  the  copper  into  pure  gold/* 
When  Hassan  saw  that  it  was  a  yellow  pow- 
der, he  asked  what  it  was  called  and  where 
it  was  to  be  met  with.  '*  Young  man,  ' 
said  the  Persian,  "  make  trial  of  it  before 
you  ask  any  questions/'  Hassan  imme- 
diately broke  up  a  copper  bowl,  put  the 
pieces  into  the  melting-pot,  and  transformed 
them  into  gold.  Whilst  he  was  engaged  in 
this  operation,  and  beside  himself  with  joy 
at  the  success  of  it,  the  Persian  put  an 
opiate  of  henbane,  or  nepenthe,  on  a  piece  of 
sweetmeat,  which  he  handed  to  the  young 
man.  The  latter  took  it  Avithout  suspecting 
anv  thintr  amiss,  as  it  came  from  the  hand  of 
his  second  father  and  benefactor. 

The  nepenthe  instantaneously  produced 
its  effect,  and  as  Hassan  was  deprived  of  the 
use  of  his  senses,  the  Persian  said,  '^  Ha  ! 
thou  Arabian  dog,  for  more  than  a  year  have 
I  been  upon  the  watch  for  thee  ;  now  thou 
shalt  not  escape  me."  With  these  words, 
he  bound  his  hands  and  feet,  put  him  into  a 
chest,  together  with  all  the  gold  and  silver. 
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the  produce  of  his  two  chemical  operation^ 
that  were  in  the  house,  called  a  porter,  and 
ordered  him  to  carry  the  chest  to  the  sea- 
shore, where  there  was  a  vessel  jast  ready  to 
satJ.  The  captain,  who  had  been  waiting  ibr 
the  express  purpose,  caused  the  chest  to  be 
taken  on  board  and  the  anchor  weighed,  and 
a  favourable  breeze  swelled  the  sails. 

When,  in  the  mean  time,  Hassan's  mother 
discovered  that  he  was  gone,  together  with 
his  newly  acquired  riches,  she  broke  out 
into  doleful  lamentations.  She  wept  all 
night  long,  without  once  closing  her  eyes. 
Next  morning  her  neij^hbours  came  and 
inquired  the  caase  of  her  grief.  She  ac- 
quainted them  with  it,  and  then  went  forth 
and  sought  in  every  house  to  obtain  intelli- 
gence of  her  son. 

In  one  of  these  houses  she  saw  inscribed 
on  the  wall  the  following  lines : 

**  A  phantom  comes  in  the  night  and 
glides  about  my  bed ;  but  when  I  attempt 
to  clasp  it  in  my  arms,  I  find  the  house 
deserted,  and  the  time  of  the  visit  far  dis* 
tant** 
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"Alas!"  cried  .she,  sol>bing_«  alas  .'  n.v 
«^n,  tl.0    house   is  deserted,    and   the    tim'e 
i  shall  see  thee  a-ain  is  indeed  tar  distant  •" 
In  van.  did  her  neighbours  strive  to  co.nfort 
the  pour  won.an ;  her  sc.^•o^v  would   admit 
ot  no  consolation.      In    the  middle  of  the 
house    she  erected  a   tonib,   on  which   she 
'"scribed  the   name  of  Hassan,  and  the  day 
on  which  he  disappeared,  and  here  she  wept 
incessantly  day  and  nirrht. 

The   name  of  the   Persian,  mI.o  had  ear- 
ned oil  young  H;,s,,„,  „.,,,  Behram.     He 
was  an  execrable  maoician   and  a  great  al- 
chviuist,   who  had   vowed   eternal  hatred  to 
"II    Musulmans,   and  sacrificed  one  of  them 
every  year  to  his  black  projects.     The  vessel 
l-ad  weighed  anchor  with  a  very  favourable 
w"Hl.     In  a  short  time  the  Persian  counter- 
acted  the   c/lect  ol-  the  opiate  with  vinegar 
and   a  Movm,    which   he  held   to    Hassan's 
nose.     ^\-hen    the  latter  opened   his   eves 
and  lound  himself  on  board  a  ves.sel   in  "the 
""<lst  of  the  sea,  he  perceived  that  the  mis- 
fortune against  which   he   had  been  warned 
tn-  his  mother  hnti  befallen  him.    He  imme- 


diately  said  to  lumsdf,  what  evety  oHe  in 
similar  circumstances  may  say  with  advat^- 
tage :  ^  There  is  none  mighty  and  powearfol 
but  God.  To  him  I  will  turn  and  praj  (or 
strength  and  fortitnde  under  my  afiBicttons/' 
He  then  addressed  the  magician :  "  Father^'' 
said  he  to  him  in  a  most  submissive  tone, 
^  what  is  the  meaning  o[  this  ?  Is  it  thua 
that  you  fulfil  the  promises  which  you  made 
me  over  the  bread  and  salt  that  we  ate  to* 
getber  ?^ — ^  Dog !"  replied  the  magician, 
^thott  art  mending  matters  with  a  von* 
geanoe,  to  remind  me  of  the  bread  and  salt ; 
me,  who  have  already  saorificed  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  boys  like  thyself)  and 
destined  thee  to  make  the  thousandth."  He 
caused  him  thereupon  to  be  unbound*  in 
order  to  allow  him  to  drink  a  little.-r-^^  By 
the  fire  and  the  light,'*  he  resumed,  <<  I  did 
not  imagine  that  thou  wouldst  fall  into  my 
net ;  but  thanks  be  to  the  fire,  I  have  thee 
safe^  and  thou  shalt  have  a  nearer  view  of  it 
than  will  be  agreeable  to  thee." — ^'  Violate 
not  sacred  hospitality,  the  rights  of  salt 
and  bread !"    said  Hassan.    Instead   pf  a 
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reply,  the  magician  gave  him  such  a  box  on 
the   ear  that    his    teeth    rattled.     He   then 
ordered  a  large  fi.e  to  be  made.     "  If  ,hou 
wdt    adore  it  as  I  do,"  said   he  to  TWan, 
I  |v,]l  g.ve  thee  half  what  I  possess,   and 
my  daughter  in  marriage."-"  Woe  be   to 
ll'ee  !     said  Hassan  ;   «  thou  art  a  n>agician, 
and  m  defiance  of  the  great  God,   the  crea- 
.    lo«-  of  day  and  night,  thou  «or.shi,,pest  fire. 
H  hat  an   abominable  religion!"  The  Per 
sian  performed  his  devotions,  and  then  com- 
manded Hassan  to  be  thrown  down  with  his 
face  to  the  gro.nid  ami  unmercifullv  beaten 
In  vain  did  Hassan  cry  for  help,    there  was 
•  ione  that  could  have  come  to  his  assistance. 
He  called   forth  all  his  patience  and  resi.r. 
nation,  and  connnended  himself  to  God.  'nte 
magician  caused  water  to  be  sjirinkled  over 
J"s  face,  and   then  gave  him  something  to 
eat.     In    this   manner   he   tortured  him  for 
three  successive  months,   during  which  the 
vessel  kept  continually  sailing  on  the  sea. 

At  the  expiration  of  three  months  a 
tremendous  storm  arose,  and  the  raging 
ocean   threatened   to   bury  the    ship    in   its 
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abjases.  The  captain  and  crew,  who  beheld 
in  this  tempest  the  hand  of  Providence  pu- 
nkhing  the  cruelties  exercised  for  three 
months  t<^ether  by  the  magician  on  thi^ 
helpless  youth — ^the  captain  and  crew  began 
to  throw  overboard  the  slaves  of  the  magi- 
cian. The  latter,  perceiving  that  his  own 
life  was  now  in  danger,  altered  his  language 
and  his  behaviour  to  Hassan.  He  caused 
him  to  be  released  from  his  bonds  and  new 
clothed,  and  promised  to  convey  him  back 
to  his  own  country.  ^*  Look  you,  my  son," 
said  he,  *^  all  this  was  for  your  good,  and  I 
merely  wished  to  try  your  patience,  by  which 
yott  have  secured  for  yourself  a  great  reward 
in  heaven/'  The  captain  and  crew  rejoiced 
at  the  altered  conduct  of  the  Persian,  and 
the  tempest  gradually  subsided. 

'*  Whither  are  we  bound?"  inquired 
Hassan :  ^'  To  the  Mountain  of  Clouds," 
replied  the  Persian,  "  where  the  elixir,  on 
which  the  essence  of  alchymy  depends,  is 
found."  The  unsuspecting  Hassan  believed 
him  and  was  pacified.  In  this  manner  tliey 
kept  sailing  on  three  whole  months  longer. 
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Whi.ii  tlicse  were  past,  the  ship  iiiiclioreil  off 
.1  const,  wliieli  coiiMSled  of  a  mere  baiTen 
destrt,  jiml  ilie  siLiul  ol'  wliicli  was  of  different 
tiilours.  "  Lo,"  sail!  the  ningician,  "  here 
we  arc  at  the  end  of  our  voyage :  we  will 
disembark."  Thcyaccordingly  went  on  shore 
in  the  desert,  and  llio  Pi^rsiaii  drew  tbrth  a 
litlli-  drum  and  a  board  inscribed  with  magic 
charaelLTj  fi'oin  liis  pocket.  He  then  began 
to  biial  tlie  driiin,  and  a  dust  instantly  rose 
on  all  .'.id's,  ILi'isan  turned  pale,  and  al- 
reaity  rej>enled  having  ^one  on  shore  with 
llie  IVrsian.  "  He  not  afraid,"  said  the 
niaj,'ici.vn.  "  Had  I  n<)t  wanted  yon,  I  shoidd 
not  have  made  yon  kave  the  ship.  You 
will  soon  see  wluit  an  irnprriaiil  benefit  this 
dnst  nill  procnre  ns."  The  cloud  of  dusi 
cleared  away,  and  iliere  ap])eai-cd  three 
horses:  tlie  magiciati  mounted  one  of  them, 
Hassan  another,  and  the  third  was  laden 
wlih  tliL'Ii'  pnrt'isions.  After  they  had  tra- 
velled for  seven  days  in  tlie  desert,  they 
come  to  a  dome  supported  by  four  gokleii 
pillars.  Here  they  alighted  to  take  refresli- 
nieni.     "  Shall  we  not  ''o  into  this  pavilion  ?" 
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ttked  Hassan.  *^  No,"  answered  the  Per- 
sian,  ^  it  is  iababited  by  my  enemies,  de- 
mons and  devils,  whose  history  I  will  relate 
to  yon  another  time:  now  let  us  continue 
our  journey/'  He  beat  the  drum,  the  horses 
came  mnning  up,  and  so  they  travelled  on 
fer  seven  more  days. 

^  What  do  you  see  ?"  said  the  Persian  to 
foong  Hassan  on  the  eighth  day.  <<  I  see^" 
he  answered,  **  a  prodigioas  doud,  extend- 
ing fipom  east  to  west*'--"  It  is  not  a  cloud,^ 
said  the  Persian,  "  bat  a  mountain,  the 
smnmit  of  which  is  elevated  far  above  the 
region  of  the  clouds.  That  is  the  end  of  our 
journey,  and  for  its  sake  I  took  yon  with  me.'* 
These  words  seemed  to  young  Hassan  to  be 
an  inauspicious  omen.  "Tell  me  then,  I 
conjure  jrou,"  said  he,  **  why  yon  have 
brongbt  me  hither  ?"— "  The  alchymist/' 
answered  the  Persian,  *^  needs  for  his  oper»* 
tions  an  herb»  which  grows  no  where  but  on 
this  mountain,  in  the  elevated  region  above 
die  cloods.  It  is  this  herb  that  you  are  to 
seek  for  me."—"  Yes,"  sud  Hassan  in  a 
tone;  but  at  the  same  time  he  was 
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filled  with  cle>ipair,  and  gave  himself  up  for 
lost.  lie  thought  with  pain  of  his  mother 
and  liis  own  coinUrv,  and  as  ofteJi  as  he 
thought  of  them  he  began  to  weep  I)itterly. 

M'hen  thev  had  arrived  at   the  foot  of  the 
mountain  they  alighted.     •*  Here,"  said  the 
Persian,  "  here  dwell  the  genii,  goules  and 
demons."      lie  thereupon   embraeed  youni]^ 
Hassan  and  said  to  him :  "  Bear  no  grudge 
a«^ainst   me  in    your  lieart,  my  son,   on    ac- 
count  of  what  has  passed  between    us,    and 
promise   that  you   will  punctually  perform 
wh.at  I  shall  desire  you."     Hassan  promised 
lliat  he  would.     The  Persian  tlureupon  took 
flour  out  i^i  a  sack,  and  jnade  with  it  three 
small  loaves ;  he  then  sunnnoned  the  horses 
by  the  sound  of  the  drum,  killed  one  of  them 
and  ollered  it  in  sacrifice. 

''  Now  my  son,"  said  he,  '"  wrap  this 
hide  about  vou,  and  I  will  sew  it  to<:rether. 
The  birds  will  come  and  lift  von  up  into  the 
air,  and  set  you  down  upon  the  plain  on  the 
top  of  the  mountain.  On  your  arrival  there 
cut  open  the  hide  with  this  knife.  The 
birds  will  fly  away  ;  you  will  tlien  call  to  me 
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from  the    top  of  the  moantain,  and  I  will 
lell  jou  what  you  have  to  do." 

He  accordingly  sewed  up  young  Hassan 
in  the  hide,  and  all  the  provision  with  which 
be  furnished  him  consisted  of  the  three 
loaves  and  a  pitcher  of  water.  A  bird  of 
the  rokh  species  came  past,  lifted  him 
up,  and  deposited  him  on  the  top  of  the 
mountain.  There  Hassan  crept  forth  from 
his  hide  and  called  to  the  magician,  who 
danced  with  joy  when  he  found  that  he 
had  arrived  safe.  ^  What  do  you  see 
above  there  ?*'  asked  the  Persian.  ^'  I  see 
nothing,"  replied  Hassan,  ^^  but  a  great 
quantity  of  faggots."  **  Very  well,"  re- 
joined the  magician,  ^*  that  is  just  what  I 
want ;  take  six  of  these  faggots,  and  throw 
them  down  to  me,  my  son,  my  dear  Has- 
san !"  Hassan  threw  them  down,  but  no 
sooner  was  the  magician  in  possession  of 
them,  than  he  cried :  '*  Now,  dog,  live  or 
die,  whichever  thou  wilt ;  I  have  got  what  I 
want,  and  care  not  what  becomes  of  thee." 
So  saying,  he  departed.  <^  Tliere  is  none 
mighty  and  powerful  but  God  !"  ejaculated 
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poor  Hiissaii,  and  ilien  resigned  himself 
ijiiiL'tly  u>  liie  laif  wliich  (Urine  Providence 
had  du^liivtd  fur  Itliii, 

He  tJieii  liLgaii  to  traverse  the  plain 
foi'iiieil  liy  ilie  biiinruit  of  the  mountain,  and 
liaviiig  leaclit'd  thu  uppositc  margin,  he  per- 
ceiveil  thti  soa,  llir  waves  of  which  Wiished 
ils  hast;  on  (hat  siiUr.  Hassan,  either  out 
of  despair  or  rtiufKU'iicp,  threw  himself  into 
tlie  -si'u,  coniiiiittiiifj  liis  fate  to  the  mercy  of 
the  waves,  w!iii-li  easily  bore  him  up,  as  he 
was  an  ixcellent  swiinmer.  After  he  had 
kept  swimming  in  lliis  manner  for  a  con- 
biJeraiile  time — l;ow  many  bout's  Is  not  re- 
corded— he  hnidid  ill  an  unknown  country. 
He  began  to  ispUire  it,  and  came  to  the 
same  puliico,  \iijidi  he  bod  passed  on  horse- 
buck  with  tlie  init^ician,  and  which  tlie  lat- 
ter tmd  refused  to  enter,  alleging  that  it 
waj»  iidiabitett  bv  his  enemies.  "  By  hea- 
ven 1"  said  Hassan,  "  I  must  go  into  dus 
place;  perhaps  I  may  here  find  some  con- 
soialion  for  ray  misiortune." 

The  door  was  open,  and  he  entered.  In 
ibc  fore-<x)urt  he  saw  two  daniseb  seated  on 
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a  90&  playii^  at  chess.  One  of  them  turned 
her  beady  and  peroeiving  Hassim,  set  ap  a 
Aaat  of  joy  and  said:  ^  Ah  !  tlwt  k  dbe 
jpooog  man  whom  Behraai,  the  magicuaiy 
carried  off  this  year!'' — ^<  Yes,  madsBi, 
said  Hassan^  **  I  am  that  poor  yornig  man. 
-^'^  I  caU  God  to  witness,  sister/'  said  the 
yoonger  to  the  elder,  ^'  that  I  take  this 
young  man  for  my  brother,  and  wiB  diare 
vithhim  joy  and  sorrow/'— *She  tkerenpon 
embraced  him,  took  him  by  the  hand,  and 
eonducted  him  into  the  interior  of  the  pa- 
lace, where,  in  the  first  place,  die  made 
him  exchange  his  rags  for  sumptuous  ap» 
pardL  The  two  sisters  thea  sat  down  to 
%Me  with  him,  and  bq^ed  him  to  relate 
bis  adventures^  promising  to  acquaint  fahn 
in  retom  with  dieir  history,  that  he  mi^vfat 
team  to  beware  another  time  of  the  abo- 
minable magician.  Hassan  cDmjdied  with 
their  wish^  and  a&er  scnne  exdamations,  in 
which  the  two  damsels  Towed  the  death  of 
the  magician,  the  younger  bq;an  to  relate 
their  history  in  the  following  words  :^ 
<<  Yon  must  know,  brother,  that  we  are 
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of    King 

Siilonion. 

EviT  siiu'c-  tljiit  liiiic  il  h;is  been  tkx-rt  ami 
iiiiiitliabiled;  hut  it  lias  wond  tiiid  t'niit  in 
obTiTnliuico,  mill  cNfflli'iit  wati.r,  c(n->\  as  ice 
and  hwc'ft  a^  hoiiev.'  Our  litllier  imrne- 
tliulely  sf  lit  us  liittier,  under  a  strong  escort. 
Our  five  sisters  nrejusi  now  ffone  a-hiintiog, 
and  are  Iravcrsing  the  coiinirv,  and  we  have 
been  prnyinij  to  God  day  and  night  to  send 
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OS  a  man  to  bear  us  company*  You  have 
come  to  us  at  a  lucky  moment,  brother,  and 
yoa  may  now  be  perfectly  easy/'  To  thest 
flattering  words  she  added  a  quantity  of  ricH 
staffi,  of  which  she  made  him  a  present. 

Soon  afterwards  the  other  five  sisters  re^ 
lamed;  they  too  were  overjoyed  to  behold 
a  human  being,  and  welcomed  him  in  the 
kindest  manner.  And  so  Hassan  staid  with 
diem,  and  accompanied  them  in  their  hunt* 
ing  parties  and  excursions;  and  from  the 
good  living  which  he  enjoyed,  he  improved 
amazingly  in  appearance.  At  the  same  time 
he  daily  ingratiated  himself  more  and  more 
widi  the  seven  princesses.  They  made  him 
relate  his  history  more  than  once,  and  as 
often  as  they  heard  that  the  magician,  when 
adced  who  lived  in  this  palace,  declared  that 
it  was  inhabited  by  demons  and  devils,  they 
swore  anew  to  revenge  this  afiront  by  the 
death  of  the  magician. 

In  this  manner  a  year  had  elapsed,  when 
Hassan  one  morning  espied  Behram,  the  ma^ 
gteian,  driving  a  young  man  before  him,  and 
teasing  and  tormenting  him  in  a  thousand 
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ways.     "  Sisters,"  said  Hassan  to  the  seven 
princesses,  "  assist  me  to  release  this  young 
man   and   to   kill   the    magician;   you   will 
thereby  entitle  yourselves  to  a  hhAi  reward 
both  in  this  world  and   the  next." — "  Most 
willingly,"     repHed    the   seven    princesses, 
grasping  their  arms.    They  equipped  them- 
selves in   armour  from    head   to  foot,   and 
furnished  young  Hassan  also  with   a  com- 
plete  suit  of  armour  and  a  l>eautiful  horse. 
Thus  they  set  out  with  him  in  pursuit  of  the 
niiigician,   and   came    up  with  him    at   the 
very  moment  when  he  was  about  to  sew  up 
the  young  man  in  the  hide.    Hassan  fell  up- 
on him,  cryinij  :   "  Ah !  villain,  accursed  ma- 
gician,  slave  of  fire,  spawn  of  darkness !  have 
I  met  with  thee  at  last?" — "  Who  released 
thee   then,  my  son  ?"    asked  the   magician. 
"  He  who  this  moment  gives  thee  into  my 
hands,"    replied    Hassan,     '^  thou  infamous 
traitor  a^jainst  bread  and  salt !"  and  as  he 
pronounced  these  words,  he  struck  off  his 
head,  so  that  it  flew  to  a  considerable  dis- 
tance. The  princesses,  who  had  been  thus  far 
distant  spectators,  now  hastened  up  to  com- 
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pUraeat  young  Haasaa  on  his  coumge  aod 
iatiepidipf — ^diey  th^i  letumed  to  tbe  pa^ 
laoe.  AH  at  once  thej  perceived  a  great 
dood  of  duat.  '^  Conceal  youradb^"  said  the 
princesses  to  Hassan^  '^  in  tha  pavilion  m 
the  garden ;  lor  we  know  not  what  can  be 
the  meaning  of  this  cloud  of  diist.''  It  soon 
cleared  away,  and  the  precaution  of  the 
princesses  was  jostifiedt  for  ii  was  a  flying 
tioop  of  genii,  sent  by  th^  father,  with 
directions  to  fetch  the  princesses  to  attend 
certain  festivities  which  he  was  about  to  give 
to  some  foreign  kings*  They  repaired  to  the 
pavilion  where  Hassan  was»  gave  him  notice 
oi  their  departure,  and  begged  him  to  await 
their  retnm  at  the  palace,  of  which  he  might 
consider  himself  as  the  absolute  roaster. 
^  Here  are  the  keys,"  said  the  youngest, 
^<  but  I  omjure  thee  by  all  that  is  sacred, 
i¥»t  to  opc9  the  door  which  I  will  shew 
thee.'' 

Hassan  promised  that  he  would  not :  they 
took  leaveof  him»  and  he  sunk  into  a  pnv 
fonnd  melancholy  on  account  of  their  ab- 
sence.   He  strove  to  divert  himself  with  the 
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chace,  and  sometimes  explored  the  palace, 
the  beauties  and  treasures  of  ^vhich  he  ad- 
mired. But  everv  thinij  soon  became  indif- 
t'eront  to  him,  in  comparison  with  that  door 
which  he  had  been  forbidden  to  open.  **'  I 
must  know,"  said  he,  *' what  is  within,  even 
though  it  should  cost  me  mv  life."  He 
therefore  opened  the  door,  and  found  in 
the  apartment  nothing  but  a  ladder,  whicli 
was  used  for  mounting  to  the  terrace  of  the 
pahice.  "  xAha!"  said  he;  "  so,  it  is  to  de- 
|>rive  me  of  the  pleasure  of  a  delicious  pro- 
spect that  I  have  been  forbidden  to  enter  this 
j)hicc  !''  lie  ascended  the  ladder  to  the  ter- 
race, wlilch  was  ])lanted  exactly  like  a  gar- 
den, and  con)manded  an  enchanting  view. 
IIl'  thereupon  bei»an  to  walk  about  the 
spacious  gardens,  (uul  came  at  last  to  a 
pavilion,  the  walls  of  which  were  a  mosaic 
work  of  the  finest  diamonds,  rubies,  eme- 
ralils,  and  other  precious  stones.  In  the 
centre  of  this  pavilion  was  a  basin  of  water, 
and  near  it  a  throne  of  aloewood,  wrought 
in  gold  and  decorated  with  other  costly  em- 
bellishments.    jNIuIiitudes  of  birds  fluttered 
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round  about,  and  sang  in  all  sorts  of  strains 
the  praises  of  the  Most  High.  Hassan  was 
motionless  with  astonishment,  when  he  be* 
held  all  these  wonders  of  the  terrace.  As  he 
thus  stood,  he  descried,  at  a  distance,  ten 
birds  directing  their  flight  towards  the  pavi-^ 
lion.  Hassan,  apprehensive  of  being  be- 
trayed, concealed  himself,  as  well  as  he  coald, 
behind  a  clump  of  trees^  to  watch  what 
should  happen.  He  saw  that  among  these 
ten  birds  there  was  one  to  which  all  the  rest 
paid  obedience  and  respect.  They  alighted 
near  the  basin,  stripped  off  their  feathers, 
and,  to  his  inexpressible  amazement,  he  be- 
held ten  young  maidens  of  supernatural 
beauty,  who  went  into  the  water  to  bathe. 
One  of  them  kept  all  the  others  at  a  respect- 
ful distance,  and  poor  Hassan's  head  was 
turned  at  the  sight  of  her  charms.  ^^  Ah  !" 
said  he,  '*  now  I  comprehend  why  my  dear 
sister  forbade  me  to  open  that  door.  My 
peace  is  destroyed  for  ever  !" 

The  maidens,  after  a  while,  came  forth  out 
of  die  water ;  and  Hassan,  whose  eyes  were 
fixed  exclusively  on  the  fairest  of  th<;  fair, 
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now  (liscoveied  charms  wliicli  completely 
robbed  liim  nf  ihe  small  portion  of  liis  wits 
ihat  wassiiineftliim.  He  beheld— ah!  what 
dill  lie  not  lieliold  I — and  even  the  clieniise 
of  tireeii  guiize,  which  she  presently  put  on, 
concealed  iinthiii^  from  his  view.  Here  we 
iiiiflht  cni])kiy  ihe   words  of  the  poet  wlio 

••  A  TiKiitU'ii,  from  whose  cheeks  the  sun 
"  btirrijws  his  btanis,  came  to  me  in  a  jjreen 
"  L'liemise.  She  resembled  a  blooming  rost- 
'■  liiish,  wiih  which  the  zephyrs  alone  have  a 
"  ripht  lo  sport," 

When  ihf  damsels  had  put  on  their 
elollies  aijiiin.  tliey  began  to  chat  and  joke 
wiili  one  iinolher.  Hassan  never  took  his 
eyes  oli'  ilie  fairest  of  the  fair,  whose  beauty 
Mirpasiod  even  his  imagination.  He  saw  a 
mouth,  shaped  like  Solomon's  seal;  hair, 
long  and  black,  like  a  tempeslnniis  winter 
night.  Her  eve'i  vied  with  the  eyes  of  the 
.Tiilelnpc,  and  her  checks  eclipsed  the  colour 
nf  anemones.  Her  teeth  were  pearls  set  in  a 
coral  mnscle,  and  her  bosom  displayeil  iwo 
orniiges  while  as  snow  and  firm  as  wax.   Her 
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elegant  and  graceful  body,  whidi  resembled 
a  fanmdi  cf  die  tree  Myrobalan,  rested  on 
bips  that  in  plumpness  and  whiteness  sur- 
passed thoee  of  the  ostrich.  Here  were  to 
be  seen,  according  to  the  description  of  the 
poet: — 

^  A  white  and  round  ann  like  wax  mixed 
*^  with  honey ;  eyes  black  and  more  pene- 
M  tradng  than  an  Indian  sword.  People 
^  ventured  to  compare  her  cheeks  with  the 
*'  rase,  but  she  was  angry  at  the  »mile.  *  Is 
^  die  cdour  of  the  rose,'  said  she,  *  equal  to 
*'  Bane  ?  Should  the  pomegranate  presume 
**  to  vie  with  the  apples  of  my  bosom?  In 
^  the  garden  there  are  roses  and  pomegra- 
^  nates  fer  those  who  wish  for  them.  But 
'^  who  would  dare  to  desire  the  roses  and 
^pomegranatesof  my  garden?  " 

In  this  manner  ^e  passed  several  hours 
in  sport  and  talk  with  her  companions,  till 
evening  approached^  **  Princesses^"  said  she 
to  them,  ^it  is  time  for  us  to  dress  ourselves 
again."  Hereupon  diey  put  on  their  feather 
garments  and  flew  away,  while  poor  Hassan 
looked  after  them  in  despair.    Tears  gushed 
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iiom  his  eves,  aiul  he  breathed  forth  the 
viheinence  of  hU  passion  in  the  followincr 
wDixls: — 

'•  How  can  sleep  ever  revisit  mine  eyes, 
^ince  thev  no  longer  behold  thee?  Where 
can  I  find  rest  now  that  thou  art  far  from 
me?  But  no!  come,  O  sleep,  and  settle 
uj)on  my  eyelids !  perhaps  I  shall  have 
the  folic! tv  to  behold  her  at  least  in  mv 
drcanis.'* 

He  thereupon  descended  the  ladder  into 
the  forbidden  chamber,  locked  the  dooi", 
and  tlien  remained,  without  eating  or  drink- 
in  •:,  absorbed  in  an  ocean  of  reveries.  He 
>pent  the  night  in  sighs,  and  from  time  to 
tiineirave  utterance  to  the  inspirations  of  his 
passion, 

Tlie  next  morning  by  sun-rise  he  again 
ascended  to  the  terrace,  and  staid  till  towards 
evening    in   the   pavilion,     waiting    to    see 
whether  the  birds  would  return.     Finding 
himself  disappointed  in  this  expectation   he 
swooned  from  excess  of  grief,    and  passed 
the  next   night   also   without  meat,   drink, 
'>••   sleep.     He  was  in   that  intoxication  of 
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passion  which  a  poet  describes    when    he 
sajs: 

*^  Ah,  when  will  that  day  break  for  me, 
"  when  by  thy  return  thou  wilt  extinguish  the 
^  fire  which  consumes  my  intestines — that 
**  happy  day  when  we  shall  again  embrace, 
**  when  my  cheek  shall  once  more  rest  against 
•*  thine?" 

Who  will  presume  to  say  that  love  has 
its  sweets?  Alas !  its  bitters  are  more  nau- 
seous than  the  myrtle. 

Thus  was  Hassan  consumed  by  the  fire  of 
hopeless  passion  for  an  unknown  object,  till 
die  return  of  the  seven  princesses.  One  day 
they  appeared  all  on  a  sudden,  alighted  at 
die  palace  and  laid  aside  their  arms.  The 
yoongest  alone  hastened  to  seek  her  brother, 
befiire  she  put  off  her  armour.  She  found 
him  in  a  retired  closet.  He  was  quite  altered, 
and  want  of  food  and  excess  of  passion  had 
so  reduced  him  that  he  was  nothing  but  skin 
and  bone.  She  was  deeply  moved  when 
she  saw  him  in  this  deplorable  state.  **What 
ails  you,  brother?'  said  she :  '^what  has  hap- 
pened to  you  ?   Open  your  heart  to  a  sister, 
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who  is  ready  to  sacrifice  herself  to  assist 
you."  Hiussan  replied  in  the  following  ex- 
tempore effusion,  which  was  ever}'  moment 
interrupted  by  his  sobs. 

"  Beware  !  ah,  beware  !  Do  ye  not  per- 
ceive in  these  signs  either  death  or  passion  ? 
Do  ye  not  discover  the  symptoms  of  mortal 
paleness  and  the  exhaustion  of  the  vital 
spirits  ?  In  human  life  are  not  death  and 
the  vehement  passions  in  so  far  alike,  that 
we  begin  with  talking  of  them  and  finish 
with  profound  meditation  ?" 

"  How  is  this,  brother?"  said  the  prince&s, 
*'  how  comes  it  that  you  make  verses?  You 
were  used  to  speak  only  in  prose.  What 
has  befallen  you?  I  conjure  you,  by  the 
sacred  ties  that  unite  us,  to  tell  me  ?" 

Hassan's  tears  flowed  in  torrents.  "  Ah, 
sister,"  said  he,  "  what  can  it  avail  if  I  tell 
you  ?  You  will  still  leave  me  to  die.' — "  No, 
brother,'^  replied  the  princess,  "  I  will  relieve 
you,  even  though  it  should  cost  me  my  life. 
Only  speak."  He  thereupon  related  to  her 
what  he  had  seen  in  the  pavilion,  and  how 
he  had  since  that  time  passed  more  than  ten 
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days  without  eating  or  drinking*  The  prin- 
cess was  afiected  by  his  narrative  and  his 
tears,  and  she  felt  pity  for  his  despair. 
**  Brother/'  said  she,  '*  be  of  good  cheer ;  I 
will  endeaYoor  to  save  you,  even  though  it 
were  with  the  sacrifice  of  inysel£  But  you 
must  promise  me  the  most  inviolable  secrecy. 
When  my  sisters  ask  you  if  you  have  opened 
the  forbidden  door,  say  no,  and  assure  them 
that  in  the  soHtude  of  this  palace  you  have 
almost  pined  away  in  anxiety  for  their  re- 
turn." Hereupon  she  left  him,  and  with 
tearful  eyes  rejoined  her  sisters.  **  My 
poor  brother,''  said  she,  **  is  very  ill :  for 
these  ten  days  past  he  has  eaten  nothing; 
our  absence  has  reduced  him  to  despair. 
We  left  him  alone,  without  firiend,  without 
companion:  the  poor  young  man  became 
the  prey  a£enfmi,  and  his  thoughts  reverted 
to  his  parents  and  country.  We  must  have 
pity  on  him."  The  princesses  immediately 
hastened  to  comfort  their  brother.  They 
strove  by  their  presence  to  revive  his  spirits, 
and  related  to  him  the  extraordinary  things 
which  they  had  witnessed  at  the  court  of 
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ti.eir    father.      For   a   whole    month    thev 
vi-::ed  lilin  every  dav  in  this  manner,  with- 
k\.\  ar.y  tkcrease  of  his  sufferings,  and  they 
-t;^:  i.Lariiiv  on  account  of  them.     At  the 
TXi^ir.iiion  of  tliis  month   they  one  day  left 
::.L  'o./..Kt  to  i:oout  a-huntinfj;  the  vounorest 
a'..  ::e  c»:!lrcd  to  <tav  at  home  to  attend  the 
;\.::L:.t,   and   htr  bisters  cordially  thanked 
i^tri"  tor  thi>  attention  to  their  ijuest.     When 
:..«:}    had  ^one   a   great  way  from  the  pa- 
'.iCf.   iliL-   vounjt>t   said  to  Hassan,  "  Now 
-::.  »    r..c  il.c    p'.ace    where  you  saw  your 
tr.*'     H:is<an  endeavoured  to  crawl  to 
ddtii  apartment,  but  his  strength 
tvi  \.,:.\.     His  >i>ter  was  obliged  to  take 
.  on  :xr  hack,  and  so  mount  tlie  ladder 
\\  \\.\\\  :o  tlio  terrace.     **  In  which  of  the 
..V,  '   >i:t    then   asked,  *'did  vou  see 
V  ;•  each  of  thcrui  belongs  to  a  different 
%^  i.o  iVoni  time  to  time  comes  hither 
:c  :-.nc  :iu  air."     Hassan  pointed  out  that 
•c.r.-  \^i::c:i  lu  b.nd  bctu  concealed.     "  Good 
^.v\l '"    c'.itd  si.L.  turning  quite  pale,  "  was 
/..,:    i:    :i.c:;  :"*  —  *'  ^^  hy   do  you   change 
^\\^.r  "    .>'Ntd   Ha>s;m.     ••  Ah  !  unhappy 
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Hassan,"  she  replied,  *<  that  bath  bdongs  to 
the  daughter  of  the  king  of  kmgs  over  dit; 
geDii,  who  rules  nnmense  r^ons,  and  has 
M  multitude  of  sovereigns  under  his  domi- 
nion.  My  father  himself  is  onlj  one  of  his 
lieutenants  and  Tassals.  It  takes  a  whole 
year  to  travel  hence  to  his  territories,  and 
they  are  moreover  surrounded  by  a  river 
which  neither  men  nor  genii  are  able  to  cro^s. 
He  has  seven  daughters,  and  his  body-guard 
consists  of  twenty- five  thousand  virgins,  each 
of  whom,  when  die  goes  forth  armed,  can 
disperse  a  force  of  a  thousand  men  in  battle 
array.  The  seven  princesses  are  all  ex- 
cellent horsewomen ;  but  the  youngest,  to 
whom  this  pavilion  belongs,  surpasses  them 
all  in  valour,  cunning,  militaiy  skill,  and 
the  magic  art*  The  damsels  whom  you  saw 
with  her  are  daughters  of  the  grandees  of 
the  kingdom,  and  the  feather-garments, 
which  they  stripped  off  before  you,  belong  to 
die  magic  wardrobe  of  the  genii.  The  only 
way  by  which  you  can  secure  her  person  is 
to  get  possession  of  this  garment.  Wait 
here  then  till  she  vetums,  for  she  come«» 
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t-iery  new  moon.  Conceal  yourself  care- 
Inlly,  and  while  slie  is  in  the  bath  take  avray 
lier  clothes  and  hide  them.  Her  attendants 
will  put  on  iheir  own  feather-robes  again 
nnd  fly  away.  Be  sure  not  to  restore  her 
fliirment  to  her,  or  you  are  undone.  Seize 
her  by  the  hair  and  pull  her  to  you.  Site 
will  obey  you  ;  but  beware  of  giving  her 
li.ick  her  feather-robe,'' 

Hassan,  at  these  words,  felt  inspired  with 
new  life.  He  embraced  his  sister,  and 
thanked  her  for  her  kindness.  They  de- 
scended llie  Ia<lder  to  the  palace,  and  re- 
turned the  following  day,  which  happened 
to  be  precisely  the  day  of  the  new  moon,  to 
the  terrace.  The  binls  came,  stripped  off' 
iheir  feather-f^arments  and  went  into  the 
basin.  While  they  were  chatting  and 
laughing,  Hassan  was  fortunate  enough  to 
steal  away  Uie  robe  of  the  fairest  of  the 
leing  observed.  When  she 
Uitting  tlie  hnth,  she  gave  a 
i  beat  her  face  and  bosom, 
sought  it  in  vain  till  quite 
w  away  and  left  Iter  alone 
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cm  the  terrace.  Hassan  isamediately  mufr- 
tered  all  his  courage,  rushed  from  his  hid*^ 
iag-plaoe,  seized  the  maideii  by  the  hair, 
dragged  her  away  with  him  to  his  eham-- 
her,  aud  there  locked  her  up,  without  re* 
gardiug  h^  cries  and  her  despair.  He  then 
hastened  away  to  acquaint  his  sister  with 
the  success  of  the  enterprise.  The  latter 
immediately  repaired  to  the  closet^  and 
tlirew  herself  at  the  feet  of  the  princesety  in 
token  of  her  respect.  **  Is  it  thus,  then," 
^d  the  fairest  of  the  fair,  ^*  is  it  thus,  then, 
that  the  duldren  of  men  treat  the  daughters 
c^  kings  ?  Thou  knowest  the  power  of  my 
&ther;  thou  knowest  that  the  kings  of  the 
genii  are  bis  vassals,  and  that  he  has  at  his 
command  innumerable  legions  of  spirits 
and  demons,  and  yet  you  daring  wretches 
presume  to  harbour  men,  for  the  purpose 
of  betraying  the  daughters  of  your  sove* 
reign  I  How  did  this  man  find  the  way  to 
my  parilion  ?' 

Hassan's  sister  thereupon  described  cir- 
enmstantially  the  sufferings  of  her  brother, 
and  that  in  language  perfectly  calculated  to 
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touch    the    heart   of   the    fair    lady,     who 
tlience  clearly  saw  that,  for  the  moment,  she 
must  relinquish  all  hope  of  escape.     Has- 
san's sister  brought  her  the  most  sumptuous 
garments  to  put  on,  and  then  some  refresh- 
ment, and    strove  to  console   her  with  all 
>orts  of   soothini;  words  :  but  vet  she    did 
nothing   that  whole  night   but  weep.     To- 
wards morninc:  she  became  somewhat  more 
composed,  and  said :  "  I  see  clearly  that  it 
is  written  upon    my  brow   that  I  must   be 
separated  from  my  flither  and  my  family ; 
I  must  submit  to  the  decrees  of  fate."     Has- 
san's sister  kept  talking  to  her  in  this  man- 
ner, and  with  such  success,  that  the  tears  of 
the  princess  ceased  to  flow,  and  she  seemed 
to  have  made  up  her  mind.    The  sister  then 
called  Hassan.     "  Now,  go  to  thy  fair  lady," 
said   she    to  him;    "   respectfully   kiss  her 
hands  and  feet,  and  then  her  forehead,  and 
say  to  her  :  '  Light  of  my  soid,  delight  of  my 
eves,  be  easv  about  vour  fate  ;  I  have  not  de- 
tained  vou  with   anv   evil  design,    but  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  being  your  faithful  slave, 
as  mv  sister   is    vour  obedient  servant.      1 
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hsTe  no  other  intention  than  to  marry  yon 
lionoarably»  and  to  conduct  you  to  Bagdad, 
where  I  will  purchase  slaves  for  you»  and 
procure  you  a  residence  befitting  your  rank. 
Bagdad  is  a  most  beautiful  place,  and  its  in- 
habitants are  the  best  people  in  the  world*' " 
Hassan  was  just  engaged  in  repeating  this 
lesson,  word  for  word,  to  the  fairest  of  the 
&ir,  who  made  no  reply  to  it,  when  some 
one  knocked  at  the  door.  It  was  the  prin* 
oesses,  who  had  returned  from  hunting. 
Hassan  went  to  meet  them,  and  they  were 
transported  to  see  him  in  such  good  health. 
They  thereupon  went  each  to  her  own 
iq>artment,  and  having  finished  their  toilet, 
ordered  the  produce  of  the  chace  to  be 
brought  before  them.  There  were  ante- 
lopes, and  foxes,  and  hares,  and  bullocks, 
and  wild  cows,  without  number.  Hassan 
killed  them,  and  superintended  the  cooking. 
The  princesses,  when  they  saw  this,  were 
ashamed.  *^  Brother,"  said  they,  '*  it  is 
extremely  indecorous  in  us  to  give  you  so 
much  trouble."  Hassan,  moved  by  their 
kindness,  replied  only  with  tears.     ^*  What 
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mean  these  tears  ?"    asked   the  princesses  ; 
"  and  wlio  can  embitter  the  joy  of  this  day  ? 
Are  you  desirous  to  return  to  the  bosom   of 
vonr  family?     Onlv  speak.     Are  vou  not 
our  brother  ?"     Hassan    kept   silence,    but 
the   youngest  of   the   princesses  spoke   for 
him.     "  He   is  a  prey,"  said  she,  "  to  the 
delirium  of  passion ;  forgive  him  for  weep- 
ing."     The    princesses  then  urged   him    to 
communicate  his  sentiments  to  them.     Has- 
san solicited  the  youngest  to  speak  for  him  : 
she  did  so,  and  related   to  her  sisters   Has- 
san's   adventure,   from    bcffinninor   to    end, 
Tlie  princesses  immediately  repaired  to  tlie 
closet,    in  which  was  tlie  fairest  of  llie  fair, 
and  kissed  the  ground  before  her.     "  Great 
princess,"    said  they,    "  your    adventure    is 
very  extraordinary,  and  we  swear  to  vou  bv 
the  great  God  that  we  knew  nothing  of  it. 
This  young  man,  however,  is  not  unworthy 
of  vour  kindness:  but  God  forbid  that  he 
should   desire  any  thing  contrary  to  your 
honour   and  reputation.      He   has  burned 
the    feather-garment,    and  it  is,    therefore, 
quite   impossible  to    recover   it."      In    tliis 
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xnaniier  they  comforted  her  by  degrees^  and 
at  length  persuaded  her  to  marry  Hassan, 
Universal  joy  prevailed  on  the  wedding-day, 
and  Hassan,  who  had  now  attained  the  sunw 
mit  of  his  wishes^  expressed  the  sense  of  his 
happiness  in  stanzas  to  the  following  pur- 
port:— 

^  Of  what  exquisite  mixture  hath  Nature 
^  feroned  thee  !  Half  of  thy  body  is  of  ru- 
^  bies»  a  third  is  of  pearls,  a  fifth  of  musk, 
'*  and  a  sixth  of  amber. 

^  Neither  among  the  daughters  of  Eve, 

^  nor  among  the  beauties  who  inhabit  the 

^*  celestial  abodes,  is  there  one  that  can 

*'  compare  with  thee. 

<<  Wilt  thou  kill  me  ?  thou  need'st  but  to 

^  withdraw  thyself:  wilt  thou  recall  me  to 

^  life?  only  come  near  to  me. 
**  Ornament  of  the  world !  object  of  my 

^wishes!  who  can  remain  unmoved  when 

*«  he  beholds  thy  face  ?' 
'*  Well,"  said  the  seven  princesses  to  the 

fiurest  of  the  &ir,   *^  will  you  still  find  fault 

widi  us   for  having  brought  you  a  man 

who  speaks    so  exquisitely  the    language 
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of  the  gods?'* — "  Indeed!"  she    replied; 
"  does  he  make  verses  ?" — "  Yes."  answered 
the  princesses,  "  he  will  make  a  thousand, 
in  wliich    the  same    energy  of  expression 
prevails,     without    the    least   difficulty*" — 
This  talent  of  Hassan's  at  length  won  him 
the  heart  of  the    fairest   of  the  fair.     Thev 
both  passed  fortv  davs  toijether  in  the  de- 
lights  which  the  happiness  of  a  mutual  love 
affords.     The   seven  princesses  strove  every 
day  to  devise  new  pleasures  for  them,  and  to 
render  their  abode  in  the  palace  as  agreeable 
as  possible.     At  the  end  of  forty  days,  Has- 
san in   a  dream   saw  his  mother,  who  re- 
proaclied   him    with    having  forgotten  her, 
while  she  wept   day  and   night  beside  the 
tomb  which  she  had  erected  for  him  in  her 
liouse.     Hassan  awoke  with  streaminijc  eves. 
When,   therefore,  the  seven  princesses  came 
to  wish  him  a  ^ood  morninc:,  thev  asked  the 
fairest  of  the   fair  what  ailed  her  husband. 
''  I  know  not,"  said  she;  "  but  I  will  in- 
quire."     Hassan   rehited    his   dream,    and 
his   tears    flowed    twice  as   fast   as    before. 
''  VV^e  will  not  prevent  your  return  home," 
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said  tbe  seven  princesses,  "  if  you  will  only 
not  forget  us.  We  merely  beg  you  to 
come  once  a  year  to  see  us."  Hereupon 
they  immediately  set  about  preparations  for 
the  journey,  and  provided  a  splendid  equip- 
ment for  Hassan's  wife.  At  the  sound  of 
the  drum,  horses  came  running  up  from  all 
points  of  the  horizon.  The  princesses  or* 
dered  them  to  be  laden  witli  provisions  and 
necessaries,  and  accompanied  the  caravan 
for  three  days,  during  which  they  travelled 
a  distance  equal  to  a  journey  of  three 
months. 

The  parting  was  affecting,  particularly 
from  the  youngest  of  the  sisters,  who  shed 
bitter  tears  on  account  of  the  departure  of 
her  brother;  and  gave  him,  as  a  memorial, 
the  drum  of  the  magician,  which  he  needed 
but  to  beat  in  order  to  furnish  himself  with 
horses,  that  is  to  say,  whenever  he  had  a 
mind  to  return  to  the  palace. 

Hassan  and  his  consort  travelled  day  and 
night,  over  hills  and  dales,  and  fields  and 
deserts,  till  they  arrived  in  perfect  health  at 
the  city  of  Bassora,  where  Hassan's  mother 
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resided.     At  the  door  he  heard  her  weepinij, 
and  in  doleful  accents  bewailing  his  absence. 
The  tears  started  into  his  eves;  he  knocked 
at  the  door ;  his  mother  opened  it,  and  he 
threw  himself  into  her  arms.     After  the  first 
effusions  of  tenderness,   Hassan  rehited  bis 
adventures  to  his  mother,  and  presented  his 
wife  to  her.     "  God  be  praised  !"  said   the 
mother,  "  who  hath  conducted  you  back  so 
happily  and  in  such  good  company.      My 
son,"  continued  she,  "  it  is  impossible  that, 
with  the  riches  you  have  brought  with  you, 
we  can  live  any  longer  in   Bassora,  where 
we  are  known  to  have  been  but  poor  peo- 
ple,  and  where  we  shoi\ld  be  suspected  of 
alchyniv.     It  is  better  to  remove -to  Bn^jdad, 
and  there  live  quietly    under    the   shadow 
of  the    caliph's   protection." — '•  You    are 
right,"  said  Hassan,  and  immediately  went 
to  hire  a  vessel,  which  he  loaded  with  his 
treasures,   and  in  which  he  embarked  with 
his  whole  family. 

When  Hassan  arrived  at  Bagdad,  he  first 
took  up  his  quarters  at  a  khan.  But  the  fol- 
lowing day  he  applied  to  a  broker  of  the 
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dx^i  and  parcbased  a  spacious  handsome 
house,  which  had  formerly  belonged  to  a 
Tirier,  and  furnished  it  very  elegantly.  Here 
he  lived  quiedy  with  his  wife  for  diree  whole 
years :  doring  that  time  she  bore  him  two 
children,  one  of  whom  he  named  Nasir  and 
the  other  Mansur.  At  the  expiration  of 
this  time,  he  bethought  him  of  his  seven 
sisters,  and  felt  a  vehement  desire  to  see 
them  again.  He  caused  a  great  quanti^  of 
provisions,  and  the  most  eostly  8tuf&  that 
oonld  be  found  in  the  city  of  Bagdad,  to  be 
purchased;  and  thereupon  communicated 
his  intended  journey  to  his  mother.  ^^  All 
that  I  have  to  recommend  to  you  during 
my  absence,  mother,"  said  he,  ^^  is  to  take 
special  care  of  the  feather-garment  of  my 
wifi^  which  I  have  buried  in  such  and 
sodi  a  place  in  the  house.  If  my  wife 
could  but  get  possession  o!  this  garment, 
that  very  moment  she  would  fly  away  with 
her  children.  Take  good  care  of  it  then ; 
and,  berides,  my  wife  must  not  be  permit- 
ted to  show  herself  either  at  the  door,  or 
at  the  window,  or  on  the  terrace,  for  I 
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am  jealous  of  the  very  breeze  that  blows 
upon  her  dress,  and   I   would  put  an  end 
to  mv  life,  if  I  should  have  the  misfortune 
to  lose    her.'* — '•  God  forbid !"  replied  the 
mother :  "  am  I  then  such  a  simpleton,  my 
son,  as  that  thou  needest  lay  such  a  charge 
as  this  upon  me  ?    Go,  my  son,  pursue  thy 
journey,   thou  shalt  find  thy  wife  at  thy  re- 
turn just  as  thou  leavest  her,  but  stay  not 
too  long  from  home."      Hassan  hereupon 
beat  the  drum ;  the  horses  appeared,   and 
were  loaded ;  Hassan  took  leave  of  his  mo- 
ther and  his  wife,  and  after  he  had  left  manv 
a  hill  and  many  a  dale  l)ehind  him,  arrived, 
on  the  eleventh  day  after  his  departure,   at 
the   palace  of  the  seven  princesses.       The 
youngest  sister  was  exceedingly  rejoiced  at 
his    coming.     She  hung  the  whole  palace 
with    garlands   of  flowers,     and   for   tliree 
months  together  there  was  nothing  but  a 
succession  of  festivities  and  fishing  and  hunt- 
ing parties. 

Meanwhile  his  wife,  who  had  unluckily 
overheard  his  last  conversation  with  his  mo- 
ther, meditated  day  and  night  on  the  means 
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of  recovering  possession  of  ber  feather-gar- 
ment. *^  Thanks  be  to  Heaven  !"  said  she, 
the  day  after  her  husband  s  departure,  '^  I 
have  now  been  here  three  years>  and  in  that 
time  I  have  not  once  bathed  ;  I  must  abso- 
lutely go  to  the  bath." — «  Daughter/'  re- 
plied her  mother-in-law,  ^'  we  are  strangers 
here,  and  thy  husband  is  absent.  It  would 
not  be  prudent,  under  these  circumstances, 
to  venture  out  of  the  house.  Let  us  rather 
prepare  a  warm  bath  here  for  thee,  my 
daughter,  and  I  will  wash  thee  myself." — 
^'  Oh !"  replied  the  fairest  of  the  fair, 
^^  even  a  maid-servant  would  not  relish  such 
a  proposal,  and  would  rather  leave  the  house 
than  submit  to  such  slavery.  You  know, 
mother,  that  all  the  apprehensions  of  men 
are  jridicnlous,  and  that  a  woman,  who  is 
bent  on  deceiving  them,  will  accomplish 
her  purpose,  in  spite  of  all  possible  precau- 
tions." She  thereupon  began  to  weep. 
When  Hassan's  mother  saw  that  she  could 
nat  with  propriety  prevent  her  daughter 
going  to  the  bath,  she  at  length  gave  her 
consent  and  accompanied  her  thither.     All 
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the  women  wlio  happened  to  be  at  the  bath 
at  the  same  time  were  struck  with  the  beauty 
of  the   stranger.      The   report  of  it   soon 
spread    over    the     whole     neighbourhood, 
and  in  a  short  time  the  bath  was  full  of  fe- 
males, attracted  by  curiosity  to  see  this  mi- 
racle of  beauty.      Among  them  was  a  slave 
of  the  caliph's,    named  Tofetulawadah,  who 
chanced  to  be  passing  at  the  moment,  and 
observing  such  a  crowd  of  women  at  the 
door  of  the  bath,   likewise  went  in  to  see 
what  was  the  occasion  of  it.     She  approach- 
ed the   fairest  of  the  f«ir,    and  could  not 
turn   her  eves  from  her.     The  latter  now 
stepped  forth  from  the  bath,  went  into  the 
dressing-room,  and  put  on  her  clothes,  which 
onl}^  served  to  heighten  her  charms.  "  Praise 
be  to    God  !"  said  the    women,   who  w'ere 
quite  astounded  by  her  beauty,  ''  praise  be 
to  God,  who  hath   made  such  enchanting 
creatures  !" 

Tofetulawadah  quitted  the  bath  at  the 
same  time  as  she,  and  followed  her  to  learn 
where  she  lived.  She  then  quickened  her 
pace  and  returned  to  the  palace  of  her  mis- 
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tressy  the  Princess  Zobeide,  the  wife  and 
oonsm  of  the  Cahph  Haroiin  al  Rashid. 
On  her  arriva]  there,  she  kissed  the  ground 
befere  the  princess,  and  when  the  latter 
asked  her  why  she  had  staid  out  so  long,  she 
entered  into  a  drcumstantia]  description  of 
the  supernatural  beauty  of  the  stranger, 
whom  Ae  had  just  seen  at  the  bath,  accom- 
panied by  two  children  who  rivalled  in 
loveliness  the  rising  moon.  *^  I  fear,''  said 
she  to  her,  '^  that  if  the  caliph  should  set 
eyes  on  this  fascinating  creature,  he  will 
seek  to  possess  her  at  any  price,  and  order 
her  husband  to  be  put  to  death.  Her  hus- 
band Is  a  merchant,  named  Hassan  of  Ba&- 
sora,  and  he  lives  in  the  cid  palace  of  the 
viziers  with  the  two  doors,  one  of  which 
opens  towards  the  ci^,  and  the  other  leads 
to  the  river/'— "  What !"  said  Zobeide, 
«dost  thou  deem  her  then  so  beautiful, 
that  the  caliph  might  for  her  sake  be  in- 
duced to  violate  die  laws  of  justice,  and  to 
attempt  the  life  of  her  husband  ?  If  she  is 
such  a  miracle  of  beauty,  I  must  see  her; 
but  I  tell  thee  before-hand,  that  I  will  have 
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thv  head  struck  off  if  I  find  her  to  be  less 
beautiful  than  thou  hast  described  her  to 
me.  Consider  well,  tlierefore,  what  thou 
sayest.  In  the  calij3h's  harem  there  are 
tliree  hinidred  and  sixtv  slaves,  one  for  every 
day  in  the  year  ;  dost  thou  assert  that,  among 
them  all,  there  is  not  one  who  can  be  com- 
pared to  her  for  beauty  ?" — "  Not  one," 
replied  the  slave ;  ''  she  has  not  her  equal 
either  in  Bagdad,  or  in  Dilem,  or  in  all  Per- 
sia ;  in  short,  God  has  not  created  any  thing 
that  can  vie  with  her  charms." 

At  these  words  Zobeide  lost  all  patience. 
Slie  sent  for  Mesrour,  the  chief  of  the  eu- 
nuchs and  superintendent  of  the  harem. 
"  Go,'*  said  she  to  him,  "  this  instant,  to 
the  old  palace  of  the  viziers  with  the  two 
doors,  one  of  which  opens  towards  the  city, 
and  the  other  leads  to  the  river,  and  bring 
to  me  the  mistress  of  the  house  with  her  two 
children,  and  the  old  Avoman  who  lives  witli 
her." — "  I  understand  and  obey,"  answered 
Mesrour,  kissing  the  ground.  He  repaired 
accordingly  to  Hassan's  residence,  and 
knocked   at  the  door.     "  Who   is    there  ?" 
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cried  a  Toioe  from  within.  <<  Mesrour,  the 
senrant  of  the  caliph,"  was  the  reply.  The 
door  was  opened,  and  after  Mesroiir'had 
sainted  Hassan's  mother,  he  said :  **  The 
Princess  Zobeide,  daughter  of  Cassim,  and 
wife  of  the  commander  of  die  faithftil,  Ha- 
roan  al  Rashid,  son  of  Abbas  and  cousin  of 
the  Prophet,  to  whom  God  be  gracious  and 
merdful,  commands  you  to  repair  with  your 
daoghter-in-law  and  her  two  children  to  the 
palace." — **  Sir,"  answered  Hassan's  mother, 
^  we  are  strangers  here ;  my  son  is  gone  on 
a  journey,  and  has  forbidden  his  wife  to  stir 
out  during  his  absence.  I  fenr  this  beauty 
wiU  yet  cost  my  son  his  head :  tell  me  the 
plain  truth,  I  beseech  you." — ^*Fear  no- 
thing," replied  Mesrour,  *'  the  princess 
widies  to  see  your  daughter-in-law  with  her 
own  eyes,  merely  to  convince  herself  that 
rumour  has  not  exaggerated  her  beauty. 
This  is  not  the  first  commission  of  the  kind 
that  I  have  received,  and  I  will  bring  you 
back  to  your  house,  if  it  please  God,  safe 
and  sound." 
As  all  resistance  in  this  case  would  have 
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been  unavailing,  Hassan's  mother  and  her 
(laugh ter-in-law  dressed  themselves,  and  fol- 
lowed Mesrour,  who  conducted  them  to  the 
Princess  Zobeide.  "  Unveil  !'*  said  she. 
Hassan's  wile  threw  back  her  veil,  and  Zo- 
beide was  quite  dazzled  by  the  brilliancy  of 
her  charms.  The  whole  saloon  seemed  to  be 
illumined,  as  it  were,  by  the  radiance  of  her 
countenance,  and  the  sight  of  her  turned  the 
heads  of  all  the  slaves.  Zobeide  desired 
her  to  sit  down  on  the  sofa  by  her  side;  she 
ordered  the  apartment  to  be  decorated  with 
jifarlands  of  flowers,  and  rich  stuffs  and 
Strings  of  pearls  to  be  brought,  and  she  made 
a  present  of  them  to  the  fairest  of  the  fair. 
"  I  am  pleased  with  you,"  said  she  to  her, 
'•  and  I  see  that  in  what  I  was  told  respect- 
ing your  beauty,  there  was  no  exaggeration. 
But  wlicrein  consist  your  talents,  and  in 
what  art  do  you  excel  ?" — "  I  am  acquaint- 
ed," answered  she,  "  with  but  one  very 
curious  art,  by  means  of  which  I  can  per- 
form a  thousand  diverting  tricks,  when  I  put 
on  my  feather-dress." — "  And  where  is  this 
dress?"  asked  Zobeide.     "  At  my  mother's," 
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replied  the  fairest  of  the  fair.     ^*  My  good 
old  lady,"  resumed    Zobeide,    turning  to 
Hassan's  mother,  ^<  fetch  us  this  robe,  that 
we  may  see  in  what  manner  your  daughter- 
in-law  employs  it." — **  She  knows  not  what 
she  saysf,"  rejoined  the  old  woman ;  ^*  did 
any  one  erer  hear  of  a  robe  of  feathers  ? 
The  birds  alone  have  such  garments.''-^**  I 
swear  by  my  life,"  said  the  wife  of  Hassan, 
^  that  this  garment  is  in  a  chest,  which  is 
buried  in  the  ground  in  our  house." — **  Here, 
my  good  old  woman,"  said  Zobeide,  putting 
round  the  neck  of  Hassan's  mother  a  neck- 
lace of  pearls,  surpassing  every  thing  of  the 
kind  that  the  emperors  of  Greece  and  Per- 
sia had  ever  possessed,  ^  fetch  us  the  fea- 
ther*robe."    Hassan's  mother  protested,  in 
lejrfy,  that  she  had  never  heard  a  syllable 
about  it.     Zdbeide  then  became  angry,  and 
ordered  Mesrour  to  search  Hassan's  house 
for  the  feather-garment,  which  was  buried 
there  in  the  ground.     Mesrour  took  the 
key  to  execute  the  order  of  the  princess,  and 
the  old  woman  wept  with  grief  that  she  had 
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ever  allowed  her  daughter-in-law  to  go  to 
tlie  bath. 

MesroLir  brouffht  the  featlier-robe ;  the 
fairest  of  the  fair  put  it  on,  and  when  she 
found  that  it  fitted  as  well  as  ever,  she  beo:aJi, 
to  the  great  amazement  of  the  court,  to  fly 
about  in  the  a[)artment.  Presently,  taking 
her  two  children  under  her  arm,  she  flew 
upon  the  roof  of  the  palace.  There,  settling 
on  one  of  the  pinnacles,  she  began  to  address 
the  Princess  and  her  mother-in-law  in  verses, 
in  order  to  take  leave  of  them.  '*  Will  vou 
not  then  come  down  again  ?"  asked  Zobeide. 
'^'  princess,'*  replied  she,  *'  I  return  you  the 
warmest  thanks  for  your  kindness  :'*  and 
then  she  turned  to  Hassan's  mother  :  "  I  am 
exceedingly  sorry,  on  your  son's  account," 
said  she  to  her  ;  "  the  days  of  separation  will 
lie  heavy  upon  his  heart;  but  if  he  desires 
to  sliorten  them,  he  needs  but  come  to  the 
Wakwak  Islands."  With  these  words  she 
soared  aloft,  and  soon  disappeared  with  her 
children  in  the  clouds. 

Hassan's   mother  tore  her  face,  and  was 
near  swooning  with  agony.     "  Had  you  told 
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me  at  first,"  said  the  princess,  ^*  that  she 
would  have  made  such  use  of  her  robe,  I 
would  never  have  given  it  to  her ;  but  how 
could  I  know  that  she  was  one  of  the  genii  ? 
You  must  allow  that  I  am  not  to  blame." 
— "  Yes,"  replied  the  old  woman,  "  I  alone 
am  in  fault;"  and  she  thereupon  returned, 
weeping  still  more  bitterly,  to  her  house, 
where  she  erected  three  tombs,  beside  which 
she  passed  her  days  and  nights  in  lamenta- 
tion. "  Oh,  my  son  !"  cried  she,  "  thine 
image  is  incessantly  before  my  eyes,  and  thy 
name  hovers  continually  on  my  lips.  The 
love  which  I  feel  for  thee  runs  through  my 
bones,  as  the  rain  trickles  down  the  branches 
of  the  trees.  My  bosom  is  oppressed. 
When  will  the  joy  of  again  beholding  thee 
alleviate  my  sorrows  !  O  God  of  mercy,  have 
pity  on  my  sufferings !" 

Meanwhile  Hassan,  after  spending  three 
months  with  the  seven  princesses,  began  to 
prepare  for  his  return.  They  presented 
him  with  ten  camel  loads,  five  of  which  con- 
sisted of  gold  and  five  of  silver,  and  they 
made  him  promise  to  come  soon  to  see  them 
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aijain.  Each  of  the  seven  sisters  embraced 
him,  and  in  a  few  affectionate  words,  sug- 
Ljototl  by  the  occasion,  expressed  the  pain 
<lie  felt  at  his  departnre.  Hassan  answered 
tlit'in  ill  the  followincr  manner: 

*'  Mv  tears  flow  in  streams  on  the  dav  of 
paitiiiij:.  They  are  pearls,  and  I  offer  you 
whole  nt^cklace^  of  them.  How  shall  I  tear 
myself  from  the  arms  of  friendship  !  I  have 
iu>t  Ntrenirth  to  sit  firmly  in  the  stirrups,  and 
to  iiuide  the  reins,  ifv  bodv  leaves  vou, 
but  mv  spirit  remains  behind.  I3v  heaven  ! 
ve<,  bv  heaven  !  the  partinix  from  what  we 
loNe  i<  like  the  nartinix  of  soul  and  bodv." 

Ha^^an  arrived  safe  at  his  house  in  Bag- 
dad; but  his  mother  was  so  altered  that  he 
searcelv  knew  her  ao:ain,  emaciated  as  she 
was  with  fr^tinLT'  watchinix  and  weepin«jj. 
'•  Where  is  mv  wife,  and  wliere  are  mv  chil- 
<iren  ?"  a^ked  Hassan.  His  mother  anssver- 
ed  with  sobs.  Hassan  immediatclv  searched 
the  whole  house,  and  when  he  came  to  the 
spi>i  where  the  chest  had  been  buried,  he 
perceived  that  it  was  no  longer  there.  He 
llien   lirst    iliscovered   the   whole  extent  of 
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18  misery.  Quite  beside  himself,  he  rushed 
like  a  madman  on  his  mother,  with  his 
sword  in  his  hand,  threatening  to  dispatch 
her  on  the  spot,  if  she  would  not  confess 
die  truth.  The  old  woman  thereupon  re- 
lated all  that  had  happened,  from  the  visit 
to  the  bath  down  to  the  last  words  of  the 
fairest  of  the  fair;  in  which,  when  perched 
on  the  pinnacle  of  the  palace,  she  mentioned 
that  her  husband  might  find  her  in  the 
Wakwak  Islands. 

Hassan,  hereupon,  gave  a  terrible  shriek, 
and  fell  into  a  swoon  which  lasted  till  sun- 
set. When  he  came  again  to  himself  he 
crawled  and  writhed  about  on  the  ground 
like  a  serpent  Towards  midnight  he  be- 
came somewhat  more  composed.  *^  Behold," 
he  exclaimed,  ^*  behold  the  state  to  which 
thy  flight  has  reduced  me  i  knowest  thou 
the  torments  of  separation  ?  knowest  thou 
that  they  are  worse  than  death,  which  is 
only  child's-play  in  comparison  with  my 
su£EsringB  ?'  He  then  began  to  run  up  and 
down  the  house  like  a  maniac,  and  conti- 
nued to  do  so  for  five  successive  days,  during 
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which  liis  mother  could  not  prevail  upon 
him  to  take  the  least  nourishment.  Sleep 
never  visited  his  eyes;  but  when  from  time 
to  time  excessive  weariness  closed  his  eve- 
Vuh,  he  fancied  that  he  beheld  his  wife 
weeping  and  wailing  like  himself.  "  Ah!'* 
lie  would  then  cry,  "  thine  image  never 
quits  me  for  a  single  moment;  it  is  fixed  in 
mv  heart,  and  when  I  close  mv  eves,  I  do  it 
onlv  that  I  may  see  thee  !" 

With  ijreat  difficulty  his  mother  at  last 
prevailed  upon  him  to  take  some  food ;  but 
he  passed  upwards  of  a  month  in  a  kind  of 
mental  derangement.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time,  the  idea  that  he  ought  to  pay  a 
visit  to  his  sisters  flashed  like  lijirhtnintj 
through  his  soul.  He  beat  the  drum,  the 
horses  appeared,  and  he  set  out,  commend- 
injT  to  the  care  of  his  mother  the  house,  out 
of  which  he  took  every  thing  that  he  had 
brought  to  it  since  his  marriage.  He  reach- 
ed, without  accident,  the  palace  of  the 
Mountain  of  Clouds,  and  his  sisters  could 
not  find  terms  strong  enough  to  express  the 
transport    they    felt    at    seeing   him    again. 
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^  Ah  !"  said  he,  ^*  I  am  ill,  very  ill,  and  am 
going  to  the  only  physician  that  can  cure 
me;  I  apply  to  you  to  gain  intelligence  of 
her  whom  I  love — I  address  myself  to  the 
winds  and  ask  them  if  they  cannot  waft  her 
fragrance  to  me«'' 

As  he  finished  this  extemporaneous  effu- 
sion, he  gave  a  loud  scream  and  sunk  to  the 
ground.  The  princesses  stood  around  him 
and  wept.  Seven  times  he  endeavoured  to 
rise,  at  the  same  time  expressing  the  tortures 
of  his  passion  in  verse,  and  seven  times  he 
fell  to  the  ground.  At  length,  after  a  long 
swoon,  he  opened  his  eyes  and  fixed  them 
on  his  seven  sisters,'who  had  brought  him 
again  to  himself,  by  sprinkling  him  not  only 
with  rose-water,  but  also  with  their  tears. 
He  related  to  them  what  had  happened. 
Long  did  they  look  in  silence  at  one  ano- 
ther, and  droop  their  heads :  at  last  they  all 
said  at  once,  *^  Lift  up  your  hands  to  hea- 
ven, for  it  will  be  much  easier  to  ascend  to 
heaven  than  to  reach  the  place  where  your 
wife  at  present  resides."     At  these  words 
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year  elapsed  without  their  disoovering  any 
means  of  assisdng  Hassan,  who  meanwhile 
wept  without  ceasing. 

The  seven  sisters  had  an  uncle  by  the 
fitther's  side,   who  visited  them   r^ularly 
once  a  year.    His  name  was  Abdul-Rodus, 
and  the  eldest  of  the  seven  sisters  was  pr^ 
eminently  his  favourite.    The  last  time  he 
cune  to  see  them,  he  had  given  her  a  little 
bag  full  of  incense,  and  told  her  that  she 
needed  only  to  throw  a  little  of  this  incense 
into  the  fire^  if  she  should  ever  be  in  a  situa^ 
tion  to  require  assistance.   It  was  not  till  the 
princeases  were  quite  at  their  wits'  end  for 
{dans  and  projects,  that  the  eldest  hit  upon 
the  idea  that  her  uncle  might,  perhaps,  have 
it  in  his  power  to  help  poor  Hassan  out  of 
his  dilemma.    She  threw  some  incense  into 
the  fire,  and  at  the  same  time  called  her 
uncle.     She  instantly  saw  a  cloud  of  dust 
rise  up  at  a  distance,  and  presently  Abdul- 
Rodus  appeared,  riding  on  a  white  elephant. 
^*  I  have  just  smelt,"  said  he,  ^^  the  odour 
of  the  incense  which  I  gave  to  thee.    What 
can  I  do  for  thee,'  niece  ?"    She  thereupon 
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related  to  him  tlie  history  of  Hassan,  who 
was  already  advantageously  known  to  him  ; 
for  his  niece  had,  on  a  former  occasion, 
told  him  how  Hassan  had  slain  the  maizi- 
cian. 

Abdul-Rodus  bowed  his  head  to  the 
gi^ound,  made  certain  figures  upon  it  with 
his  fingers,  and  after  he  had  long  kept  si- 
lence, he  said :  "  Your  favourite  torments 
himself  to  no  purpose ;  it  is  impossible  for 
him  to  get  to  the  Wakwak  Islands."  When 
tlie  seven  sisters  heard  these  words,  thev 
called  Hassan.  "  Hear,"  said  thev  to  him, 
'*  what  our  uncle  advises  vou." — "  Mv 
child,"  said  Abdul-Rodus  to  him,  "  cease  to 
torment  yourself  in  vain.  It  is  quite  impos- 
sible for  you  to  reach  the  Wakwak  Islands, 
even  tliough  the  cavalry  of  the  genii  and 
the  seven  planets  were  at  your  disposal.  It 
is  impossible,  I  tell  you ;  between  you  ami 
those  islands  there  are  seven  valleys,  seven 
seas,  and  seven  mountains.  How  would  vou 
pass  these  ?  Relinquish  your  design,  and 
return  home  ;  that  is  the  wiser  course."  At 
these  words,  Hassan  gave  a  loud  shriek,  and 
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fainted.  The  seven  sisters  sobbed  aloud, 
and  the  youngest  tore  her  clothes  and  beat 
her  brow.  This  scene  moved  the  old  uncle, 
and  he  felt  pity  for  his  nieces  and  Hassan. 
*<  Cease  your  lamentations,"  said  he  :  '^  cheer 
up,  Hassan;  with  the  blessing  of  God,  I  will 
put  your  business  in  a  better  train.  Arise, 
and  follow  me."  Hassan  rose,  as  if  invigo- 
rated with  fresh  strength.  Abdul-Rodus 
made  him  mount  behind  him  on  the  ele- 
phant, which  hastened  on  for  three  days 
and  three  nights,  with  the  rapidity  of  light- 
ning. They  then  came  to  a  blue  mountain, 
where  all  the  objects  round  about  were  of 
the  same  colour.  In  the  midst  of  this 
mountain  was  a  grotto,  the  entrance  to 
which  was  by  a  door  of  blue  steel.  The 
shaikh  Abdul-Rodus  knocked  at  this  door: 
it  opened,  and  out  came  a  slave  of  a  dark 
blue  complexion,  holding  in  one  hand  a 
blue  Damascus  sword,  and  in  the  other  a 
shield  of  the  same  colour.  The  shaikh,  with 
incredible  address,  struck  the  arms  out  of 
his  hands,  and  went  with  Hassan  into  the 
grotto,  the  door  of  which  the  slave  locked 
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again  after  thein.  They  thereu])on  pro- 
ceeded about  a  mile,  in  a  very  spacious  pas- 
sage, at  the  end  of  which  they  came  to  two 
large  doors  of  bronze.  Abdul -Rodiis  opened 
one  of  them,  and  told  Hassan  to  sit  down 
on  the  threshold,  and  wait  till  he  returned. 
In  about  an  hour  the  shaikh  came  back, 
with  a  black  horse  saddled  and  caparisoned, 
which  he  desired  Hassan  to  mount;  he  then 
opened  the  second  door,  and  fetched  out  a 
horse,  exactly  like  the  other,  for  Inmself. 
"  Now,"  said  the  shaikh,  when  they  were 
once  more  out  of  the  grotto,  '*  now,  my 
child,  take  this  book  in  vour  hand ;  and  let 
the  horse  carry  vou  which  wav  soever  he 
pleases :  he  will  stop  before  a  grotto  re- 
sembling this;  then  dismount,  fasten  the 
bridle  to  the  pommel  of  the  saddle,  and  let 
the  animal  m  into  the  i^rotto  alone.  At  the 
end  of  five  davs,  an  a«^ed  black  will  come 
out,  dressed  entirely  in  black,  and  black  all 
over,  excepting  a  long  white  beard,  lianging 
down  to  his  knees.  Kiss  his  hands,  lift  the 
hem  of  his  garment  to  your  head,  and  en- 
deavour to  gain  his  favour,  for  he  alone  can 
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assist  you.  Give  him  this  book;  he  will 
take  it  without  uttering  a  word,  and  return 
into  tlie  grotto.  Then  wait  for  him  at  the 
door  five  more  days,  without  losing  your 
patience.  But  should  one  of  his  slaves 
come  forth  during  this  time^  be  upon  your 
guard,  for  he  will  come  with  the  intention 
to  kill  you.  It  is  a  dangerous  enterprize, 
my  child,  that  I  tell  you  beforehand ;  and 
you  would  perhaps  do  better  to  return  to 
my  nieces,  who  will  endeavour  to  comfort 
you." 

Hassan  replied  to  these  exhortations  in 
verses  to  this  effect,  that  he  would  rather 
risk  his  life  a  thousand  times  than  longer 
endure  the  torments  of  separation.  When 
the  shaikh  saw  that  it  was  impossible  to  dis- 
suade young  Hassan  fi'om  his  purpose,  he 
proceeded  to  give  him  the  following  infor- 
mation : 

*<  The  islands,  called  Wakwak,  my  child, 
are  seven  islands,  inhabited  by  amazons, 
genii,  and  demons  of  all  kinds.  No  one 
ever  yet  came  back  from  these  islands; 
Uierefore   I   conjure  thee  once  more,   my 
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cliikl,  to  return  home.  Thv  wife  is  the 
dauohter  of  the  kluix  of  these  seven  inlands. 
Whilt  prohabihty,  then,  is  there  that  thou 
wilt  ever  he  able  to  steal  her  away  from  her 
\  i£cilant  latlier  ?  No,  my  child,  abandon 
this  design,  and  God  will  perhaps  provide 
thee  some  other  consolation  in  this  world." 
— ''  I  cannot,"  replied  Hassan,  '*  I  cannot 
renounce  mv  wife  and  children,  even  thouirh 
I  were  to  be  cut  into  a  thousand  pieces.** — 
*'  You  are  firmly  resolved,  then,  to  proceed?" 
asked Abdul-Ilodus.  "Yes,"  answered  Has- 
san, "  and  I  merely  commend  mvself  to  your 
])rayers."  He  then  burst  forth  into  the  fol- 
lowing apostrophe  : — 

*•  ()  thou,  my  wife,  thou  art  the  end  of  all 
mv  wishes  and  all  my  efforts  !  Thou  dwellesi 
continually  in  my  heart,  and  yet  thou  art 
tar  distant  from  me.  Thou^^h  rich  in  mv 
love,  >till,  alas  !  I  am  most  poor  and  most 
pitiable.  I  pass  the  night  in  counting  the 
siai^,  as  the  shepherd  counts  his  flock.  O 
wind,  when  thou  passest  by  her,  waft  to  her 
my  sighs,  and  whisper  unto  her  the  grief 
which  consumeth  me  !'* 
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My  child/*  said  the  shaikh,  *'  have  you 
not  a  mother,  who  will  weep  for  you  as  long 
as  you  are  absent?  Go  back  to  her  and 
comfort  her." — *<  Ah  !  I  cannot  go  back  to 
her  without  my  wife,"  cried  Hassan,  in  a 
voice  which  pierced  through  marrow  and 
bone.  '*  Well,  if  that  is  the  case,"  said  the 
shaikh,  **  go,  in  the  name  of  God.  Here  is 
the  book  which  I  give  you  by  way  of  an 
address  to  Ali  Abu'l  Rish  (or  Father  of 
Feathers),  who  is  my  old  friend  and  master, 
and  to  whom  all  the  genii  pay  obedience 
out  of  fear  and  respecL'*  Hassan  thereupon 
took  leave  of  Abdul-Rodus,  and  let  his 
horse  go  for  ten  successive  days  whither- 
soever he  pleased*  At  length  he  came  to  a 
large  black  mountain,  which  extended  from 
east  to  west.  When  he  approached  this 
mountain,  his  horse  began  to  neigh,  and 
immediately  young  blacks  without  number 
hastened  forward  from  all  sides,  and  seemed 
disposed  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  his  horsew 
Hassan  was  afraid  of  them,  but  he  pursued 
his  way  to  the  door  of  the  grotto,  which  the 
shaikh  Alxlul-Rodus  had  described  to  him. 
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Hetc  lie  aligliietl,  fastened  the  bridle  of  his 
Iiorse  to  the  nomniel  of  (he  saddle,  let  the 
horse  go  into  the  groito,  and  sat  down  on  the 
threshold,  as  ihe  shaikh  had  directed.  Five 
days  did  he  thus  sit  absorbed  in  tlic  pro- 
loundest  griel)  and  from  time  to  time  poured 
lortli  such  efliisions  as  these  : — 

"  How  shall  I  Ileal  the  wounds  of  my 
heart,  whtn  it  flees  from  me?  how  close 
inv  eves  wjien  streams  of  tears  are  inces- 
santly gushing  from  tliem  ?  Separation  ! 
sorrow  f  desire  !  distance  from  one's  coun- 
try and  ail  tiiat  one  loves  !  How  can  I  bear 
up  under  so  many  afflictions  that  oppress 
me  at  once !" 

Thus  was  Hassan  breathing  forUi  the 
accents  of  his  grief,  when  Ali  Abu'l  Rish, 
the  son  of  IJalkis,  came  out  of  the  grotto. 
He  was  wholly  black  from  head  to  foot, 
wiih  the  exception  of  his  long  white  beard. 
Hassan  threw  himself  at  his  feet,  and  deli- 
vered to  him  the  book  wliich  Abdul-Rodus 
l»il  ai«^^  him.  Abu'l  Rish  took  the  book 
nng  a  word,  and  went  back  into 
Hassan  wept  during  the  next 
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five  days  more  vehemently  than  ever.     He 
said: — 

^  My  eyes  are  like  the  sources  of  rivers : 
the  source  of  tears  is  for  me  the  water  of 
youth* 

^  The  birds,  moved  by  my  sorrow,  weep 
with  me :  the  wild  beasts,  the  clouds  of 
heaven  weep.  I  weep  when  the  sun  sets 
behind  these  sand-hills,  and  when  it  rises  I 
see  my  tears  in  the  dews  of  morning/' 

And  behold,  on  the  morning  of  the  sixth 
day,  the  shaikh  Abu'l  Rish  came  back  out 
of  the  grotto ;  but  this  time  he  was  com- 
pletely clothed  in  white.  He  gave  Hassan 
a  ^n  to  follow  him,  and  he  did  follow  him 
weeping  for  joy.  When  they  had  proceeded 
tin  about  noon,  they  came  to  a  spacious 
ftrched  ante-room,  where  the  shaikh  opened 
a  steel  door.  It  conducted  to  a  gallery,  the 
floor  of  which  was  composed  of  stones  of 
difierent  colours,  and  this  gallery  led  to  ^ 
place,  planted  like  a  garden  with  all  sorts 
of  trees,  in  which  birds  of  various  kinds  had 
built  their  nests.  In  the  four  comers  of  this 
spacious  place  stood  four  pavilions,  and  in 
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trach  pavilion  tliere  was  a  l)a>in  of  water,  in 
:'::e  midtlle  of  which  couched  a  golden  lion. 
Near  each  basin  was  a  sofa,  on  which  sat  a 
vtr.erable  old  man,  before  whom  lay  a  vast 
r.eap  ot  lxH»ks  with  a  golden  censer.  About 
tach  o\  liioe  old  men  were  a  number  of 
siuiikhs  reaiiinix  in  some  of  these  books. 
\Vi;c:i  Abul  I\i>li  entered,  the  whole  as- 
stir.bly  r^»>e  to  salute  him.  The  four  vene- 
:\.b^e  men  on  the  four  ^ofas  came  and  sat 
iiv  ^vn  be>ide  iiim,  and  when  thev  were  all 
<;ra:ed,  Abul  Ri-h  commanded  Hassan  to 
"elate  h:>  history  to  these  assembled  sages. 
HassLin  at  tirst  wept  exceedingly,  but  at 
!c  iicth  ho  checked  the  torrent  of  his  tears, 
..:;d  ixiar-.J.  his  ad\eniures  from  beginning 
:i>  e:ui.  i  he  >haikh>  did  not  interrupt  him, 
:;::  uhcn  he  had  Hni>lied  his  narrative,  they 
..1.  exclaimed  at  once:  '•  Ah,  this  is  theyoung 
i":an  who  escaped  from  the  hands  of  Behram, 
liie  magician,  and  from  the  Mountain  of 
C  louds,  where  he  must  have  seen  vervextra- 
ordinarv  thiuixs." — *'  Relate  to  them  then," 
vaid  AbuU  Ri<h,  *•  the  extraordinary  things 
whichvousaw  there."  Hereupon  Hassan  gave 
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averyctrcumstaiitial  account  of  his  adven- 
tare  on  the  Moantain  of  Clouds^  to  the  great 
gntification  of  the  whole  assembly.     When 
lie  had  finished,  the  shaikhs  said  to  Abul 
Rish,  *'  Venerable  &ther,  this  young  man 
daerres  pity,  and  perhaps  we  can  contribute 
something  to  the  liberation  of  his  wife.'' — 
^  My  veneraUe  brethren,'  answered  Abu'l 
Rish,  ^*  that  is  an  important  affair,  and  ye 
know  better  than  I  how  difficult  it  is  to  land 
in  the  islands  of  Wakwak,  and  how  much 
more  difficult  it  is  to  get  away  again  from 
those  islands.     You  are  acquainted  with  the 
powa*  of  the  demons  and  genii  which  guard 
tbeok     How  would  Hassan  ever  be  able  to 
penetrate   to  the  eldest  daughter  of  their 
great  king?" — "  Venerable  father,"  rejoined 
the   shaikhs,    this  young  man   is  recom- 
mended to  you   by  your  brother  Abdul* 
Rodus,   and  you  cannot  well  avoid  doing 
honour  to   his  recommendation."     Hassan 
threw  himself  at  his  feet,  placed  the  hem 
of  his  garment  on  his  head,  and  conjured 
him  to  unite  him  again  with  his  wife  and 
children.      All    the  shaikhs  seconded   his 
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request,  and  begged  Abu'l  Rish  to  have 
pity  on  this  poor  young  man.  "  Ah  !*'  said 
he,  "he  knows  not  what  he  desires— poor 
Hassan  !  but,  in  short,  I  will  assist  him  to 
the  utmost  of  my  power/'  Hassan,  over- 
joyed, kissed  his  hand  and  the  hands  of  the 
whole  company.  Abu'l  Rish  then  asked  for 
paper,  pen  and  ink,  wrote  a  letter,  and  gave 
it  to  young  Hassan,  together  with  a  censer 
and  incense.  "  Whenever  you  find  your- 
self in  urgent  necessity,''  said  he  to  him, 
**  throw  some  of  this  incense  into  the  fire 
and  call  me,  that  I  may  deliver  you  from 
the  danger  with  which  vou  are  threatened." 
At  the  same  time  he  ordered  one  of  the 
isrits,  or  flying  genii,  to  be  summoned. 
*'  What  is  tlivname?"  he  asked  him.    "  Jensh 

* 

Ben    Fakti»s,"   was    the   answer.      *'   Come 

hither."     The  isrit,    stooping,  put  his  ear  to 

the  mouth  of  the  shaikh,  who  whispered  a 

few  words  in  it ;    tlie  isrit,    replied,  with    a 

nod.     "  Mount,"  said  Abu  1  Rish  to  Hassan, 

*^  mount  upon  his  back  ;    he  will  carry  you 

up  to  the  clouds — but  take  good  care,  wlien 

you   hear  the  angels  singing,  not  to  join  in 
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their  song.  In  this  case  you  would  both  be 
irretrievably  lost." — "No,"  said  Hassan, 
^  I  will  not  utter  a  syllable,  l^t  them  sing 
as  lasdly  as  they  please." 

''On  the  second  day,"  continued  the 
shaikh,  "  the  isrit  will  set  you  down  in  a 
country  that  is  as  white  as  camphor.  When 
you  have  there  travelled  on  alone  for  ten 
days,  you  will  come  to  the  gates  of  a  city. 
Go  in ;  ask  for  the  king ;  deliver  this  letter 
to  him,  and  do  what  he  shall  direct  you.'' 

Hassan  once  more  kissed  the  hand  of 
Aba'l  Rish,  took  leave  of  the  assembled 
sages,  thanked  them  for  their  kindness,  and 
was  then  borne  aloft  into  the  air  on  the  back 
of  the  isrit.  The  latter  carried  him  into 
the  region  of  die  clouds,  where  he  heard  the 
songs  of  the  angels,  and  next  day  he  set  him 
down  in  the  country  that  was  white  like 
camphor.  After  a  journey  of  ten  days,  he 
reached  the  city,  to  the  king  of  which  he 
delivered  the  letter  of  recommendation,  at 
the  same  time  kissing  the  ground  at  his  feet. 
**  Conduct  this  stranger  into  the  palace,  and 
let  him  want  for  nothing,"  said  the  king, 
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;it!tr  lie  h.iii  rt:ui  tlie  Kilter,  ntid  considiTiii 

Aci-onlitijiiv.  H;is:iaii  was  sumptuously  eii- 
tt-rtained  furihrce  tliivs  ant!  three  nights  in  tlic 
palace,  ami  oil  the  finirth  again  conducled  to 
the  kinu'.  •■  My  ehiUl,"  said  he  to  him,  "  ac- 
ciirdiu;;  \o  ilie  K'lterol'tlie  venerable  shaikh 
Alui'l  Ui>li,  tlum  pur posost  to  penetrate  into 
i!ie  i-l;.iu!>  which  are  called  the  Islands  of 
\Vak":ik.  This  requires  much  considers- 
tii-ii  ;ind  I'lfiuralioii.  I  atnlhekinj;  of  the 
l,":i;ii|iliiir-laiHl.  and  have  at  my  conmiatul 
innuiULralile  !-.niiies  i^hich  have  mo le  than 
once  iu  vain  aiauipud  to  land  on  the  Wak- 
«ak  UhinU.  Nevertheless,  my  chihl,  I  «ill 
vndeavour.  iiiit  of  regard  for  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  shaikh  of  shaikhs,  the 
venerable  Abn'l  llish,  to  make  impossibility 
possible.  I  cannot  do  any  other  than  attend 
to  liis  wishes.  In  ii  few  days  ships  will  ar- 
rive liere  from  the  Wakwak  Islands.  When 
ihcv  a?k  thee  who  tliou  art,  give  thyself  out 
lo  be  onh-  my  son-in-law.  When  thou  hasi 
reached  the  Wakwak  Ish-inds,  thou  wilt  see 
the  whole  coiintrv  covered  with  booths  or 
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shops :  sit  down  in  one  of  these  booths  and 
wait   there  till  dark.     About  this  time,  the 
amazons  to  whom  these  booths  belong,  will 
come  to  them*    Every  thing  will  then  de- 
pend on  this  point — whether  the  owner  of 
the  booth  which  thou  hast  selected  is  &vour- 
ably  disposed,  and  behaves  kindly  to  thee, 
or  not    In  the  former  case  she  can  conduct 
thee  to  thy  wife :  but  if  she  does  not  cheer- 
fully agree  to  it,  thou  wilt  be  in  the  most 
imminent  danger  of  perishing  in  this  enter- 
prize  ;  and  I  counsel  thee,  my  child,  rather 
to  return  even  now,  than  to  hazard  thy  life 
in  this  manner.    This  is  all  that  I  can  do 
for  thee ;  the  rest  is  in  the  hand  of  God,  and 
to  his  protection  I  commend  thee.'' 

Two  more  months  elapsed  before  the 
arrival  of  the  ships  from  the  Wakwak  Islands, 
which  are  in  the  habit  of  coming  only  once 
every  year.  During  these  two  months, 
Hassan  was  sumptuously  entertained,  as  the 
guest  of  the  king.  The  ships  at  length 
arrived :  they  bad  on  board  a  great  num-  ' 
ber  of  men,  and  anchored  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  shore.    Barges  were  'em« 
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plmetl  in  convtving  t!ie  merdiandize  to  the 
citv,  dnd  Ciirrjins  back  other  comtnodilies 
to  ttie  ship?-  The  king  sent  for  one  of  the 
captains,  ami  priviUely  n-qaesied  him  to 
take»-ith  him  ihis  younir  man,  liis  ;<in-in- 
law.  who  hnii  a  sironii  desire  to  see  the 
Wakwak  Inland*.  The  captain  promised  to 
comply,  and  the  king  once  more  impressed 
upon  young  Hassan  the  ahsoUite  ne<.'essity  ol 
keeping  his  secret  to  himself,  or  hewoidd  be 
irrecoverablv  lost.  Hassan  thanked  the 
king  for  his  kindness,  and  was  carried  on 
board  in  a  chest. 

After  a  voyiige  of  ten  days.  Hassan  vas 
landeil.  and  sat  down  in  one  of  the  booths, 
n-ith  which  he  saw  the  whole  country  co- 
rered.  Towards  evening  he  heard  a  grea' 
noise,  like  that  made  bv  a  whole  army  upon 
a  march  :  it  was  in  fact  an  army  of  women, 
who  were  all  armed  with  emerald  cuirasses. 
Hassan  threw  himself  at  the  feet  of  her  who 
entered  the  booth  which  he  had  selected, 
and  bedewed  the  skin  of  her  garment  with 
his  tears.  "  Lady  of  this  island,"  said  he, 
"  take  pitv  on  an  unfortunate  man,   who  i* 
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torn  from  the  amis  of  his  wife  and  children. 
Take  pity  on  me,  and  by  so  doing  you  wiU 
merit  heaveiu  If  you  were  to  kill  me,  you 
vould  gain  nothing  by  that  but  the  torments 
of  heU.  I  conjure  you  by  the  great  God  to 
coDcesl  me  here !"  The  amazon,  who, 
like  all  her  oomfMunions  in  the  emerald  cui- 
rMses,  was  occupied  at  the  same  time  with 
wir  and  commerce,  was  moved  by  Hassan's 
t^An*  ^*Let  your  eyes  rejoice  and  your 
t^ftsrt  be  f^  good  cheer  1"  said  she;  **  keep 
jouraelf  concealed  here  to-night;  in  the 
inoTiiing  I  will  see  what  can  be  done  for 
you.'* 

Hassan  passed  the  whole  of  the  followii^ 
^y  in  weeping  in  the  booth.  Towards 
evening,  the  lady  brought  him  a  cuirass,  a 
sword,  a  lance  and.  a  helmet,  but  went  away 
Again  immediately,  Hassap  armed  himself, 
vid  waited,  not  without  frequently  calling 
vpon  the  name  of  God,  in  expectation  of 
what  was  to  happen*  All  at  once  he  beheld 
torch^  and  lights  borne  before  an  artny 
that  was  on  its  march.  He  joined  it,  a# 
dioiigh  he  belonged  to  i^  and  by  break  of 
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(lay  arrived  at  the  camp.     He  endeavoured 
tv)    discover   bv   the  simi  communicated    to 
him  the   tent  of  the  amazon  who  had   re- 
ceived iiim  into  her  booth,  and  having  found 
it    out  he   entered.     His  martial  friend  was 
ahvady  there,  and  just  at  that  moment  en- 
i^aged  in  putting  off  her  armour.     Till  then 
Hassan  liad  only  seen   her  with  the  helmet 
on  her  Jiead  and  the  visor  down  :  she    now 
raised  the  visor,  and  Hassan  was  disagreeably 
surprised  wlien  he  beheld  an  old  woman  who 
was  a  monster  of  ugliness.    "  How  didst  thou 
conie  hither?'*  inquired  she.     Hassan  fell  at 
her  feet,  and  that  he  might  not  be  necessita- 
ted to  look  her  in  the  face,  he  covered  his  own 
with  the  lower  part  of  her  garment,  and  im- 
plored her  pity.     The  old  woman  was  moved 
by  his  humble  demeanour,  and  permitted  him 
to  relate  liis  history  ;  and  he  did  relate  it  to 
her  from  beginning  to  end,  without  omitting 
the  slightest   circmnstance.      "  Cheer   up," 
said  she,  ^'  you  are  at  the  end  of  your  wishes: 
I  will  now  give  the  requisite  orders — mean- 
while conceal   yourself."     The  old   woman 
thereupon  clapped  her  hands,  her  aides-de- 
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camp  appeared,  and  she  gave  orders  that 
tbe  whole  army  should  march  to  a  certain 
spot,  which  she  appointed  for  the  place  of 
rendezvous.  Hassan  perceived  from  this 
order  that  his  good  luck  had  conducted 
faim  to  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  army. 
The  general,  Shewahee^  then  desired  Hassan 
to  relate  his  history  over  again,  admonishing 
him  at  the  same  time  to  say  nothing  but 
what  was  strictly  true.  Hassan  obeyed,  and 
repeated  the  narrative  of  his  adventures 
exactly  as  he  had  related  them  the  first  time. 
^  God  be  praised,"  said  she,  "  that  your  good 
fertune  has  conducted  you  precisely  to  me 
and  not  to  another!  You  would  have  been 
irretrievably  lost.  I  see  that  you  cordially 
love  your  wife  and  children,  and  this  con- 
stancy and  attachment  have  saved  you ;  for 
it  is  owing  to  them  alone  that  you  have  found 
favour  in  my.  sight.  But  your  wife,  my 
child,  is  in  the  seventh  island,  which  is  the 
largest  of  all,  and  called,  by  way  of  eminence, 
Wakwak.  It  takes  seven  months  to  get 
thither  firom  this  place.  The  first  country 
to  whidi  you  come  by  the  way  is  the  Land  of 
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has  risen.  The  veiy  same  thing  occurs  at 
MioseL  For  the  rest,  the  inhabitants  of  that 
island  are,  as  here,  women,  who  do  not  suffer 
any  men  to  live  among  them.  They  are 
subject  to  the  great  king  of  the  genii,  who 
has  under  his  command  an  innumerable 
host  of  genii,  demons,  devils  and  goblins  of 
all  sorts.  Now  consider,  whether  you  had 
not  better  go  back  the  way  you  have  come ; 
but  if  you  positively  persist  in  your  design,  I 
will  aid  you  to  the  utmost  of  my  ability,  that 
you  may  attain  your  aim,  if  it  pleaseGod !" — 
^*  Ah  1"  said  Hassan,  ^^I  have  nothing  to  con- 
sider: I  must  absolutely  see  my  wife  again." 
And  thereupon  he  covered  the  hands  and 
feet  of  the  old  general  with  tears  and  kisses- 
Next  day  every  thing  was  ready  for  his 
departure,  cmd  Umm  al  Kebahet  (Mother  oS 
Ugliness)'  accompanied  him  in  his  journey. 
They  came  to  the  first  island,  which  was  the 
Island  of  Birds.  Hassan  was  almost  dis- 
tracted by  the  noise  produced  by  the  songs 
of  the  multitude  of  birds,  and  the  flapping 
~^f  their  wings.  He  was  quite  pale  with 
ht     "  What  will  become  of  you  in  the 
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Isliuul  of  Ui-asts,"  said  Umm  al  Keba 
•'  it"  the  birds  territy  you  to  such  a  degre 
They  travelled,  however,  without  necic 
iliroii^li  the  Land  o!"  Beasts  and  the  L 
iif  Genii,  mid  arrived  sate  on  the  ban. 
ihe  riier,  where  Umm  al  Kebahet  cai 
,1  niajriiifieeiit  pavilion,  made  of  ivory 
decorated  with  fioU!  and  pearls,  to  be  ( 
strucled  for  Hassan.  It  was  this  spot  ' 
the  peneral  had  appointed  to  l>e  the  plac 
rendezvous  for  ihe  army.  The  amaa 
came  in  jjreat  numbers  to  bathe,  and  tali 
young  Hassan  lor  n  princess,  they  stiip 
oft'  their  frarments  without  hesitation, 
the  purpose  of  bathing  themselves  in 
river.  Umm  al  Kebahet  issned  orders  I 
the  whole  army  shoidd  bathe,  hoping  i 
Hassan's  wife  niij;ht  perhaps  be  amonn; 
bathers.  How  beautiful  soever  the  obj 
which  here  presented  themselves  to  Hass. 
view,  he  was  insensible  to  them  all,  for 
wife  was  not  among  them.  He  fane 
however,  for  a  moment,  that  he  recogni 
her  in  a  ladv  who,  attended  by  ten  waiti 
d  thirty  slaves,   approached 
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bank  of  the  river.  These  att^idants  wore 
garments  of  an  admirable  texture,  which 
were  entirely  the  work  of  the  genii.  "  Ah  P* 
cried  Hassan,  *^  how  strongly  all  this  re- 
minds me  of  the  ten  birds  which  came  to 
bathe  at  the  palace  of  my  sisters !" — "  May 
it  not  perhaps  be  your  wife  ?'  asked  Umm 
al  Kebahet. — **  Oh,  no !  madam,"  replied 
Hassan,  <<  there  is  not  one  of  all  these  beau- 
ties that  is  worthj  of  being  compared  to 
her." — ^  But  then  mention  some  marks  by 
whidi  I  may  know  her,"  rejoined  the  old 
woman ;  "  as  I  am  commander-in-chief  of 
the  Wakwak  Islands,  I  know  all  the  women 
and  damsels  that  are  here,  and  I  should  be 
able  at  last  to  discover  your  wife  among  * 
them." — "  My  wife,"  replied  Hassan,  "  has 
a  very  degant  shape,  plump  cheeks,  promi- 
nent bosom,  black  hair,  white  teeth,  a  sweet 
voice,  a  mole  on  her  right  cheek — her  face 
shines  like  the  full  moon,,  her  mouth  is  small 
and  lovely  " — "  Pshaw  !"  cried  the  Mo- 
ther of  Ugliness,  interrupting  him ;  '^  have 
you  not  yet  finished  your  description  ?"-^ 
'^  Ah  !"   replied  Hassan,  *^  I  should  never 
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I'mish,  were  I  lo  attempt  lo  Jescribe  all '. 
beiiulius.  yniuli  ami  lovely,  too,  is  her  ft 
but  her  neck  is  long,  her  countenance  sc 
ing,  Iier  complexion  of  the  colour  of 
unemoiie — her  lireasU  have  the  shape 
oranges,  iinil  are  white  as  snow  ami  fim 
wax.  .Solomon's  seal  is  stamped  ujion 
mouth,  which  is  the  abode  of  wisdom  i 
pleasure." 

"  Ah,  Hassan,  cried  the  old  woman,  a 
she  hatl  heard  this  description,  "  wlial 
vou  tell  me?  The  person  whom  you  h 
just  described  is  the  youngest  daughtei 
the  f!;reat  king  of  ihe  seven  islands.  Aw 
IVoui  yoiir  dream ;  go  home,  my  child;  r 
iuit  into  certain  destruction,  and  drag 
not  along  with  you  into  the  abyss,"— 
liese  words  Hassan  again  swooned, 
wept  vehemently.  "  What !"  cried  h« 
his  despair — "  what !  must  I  return,  afu 
have  come  so  far  i*  And  have  you  not  yi 
self  tohl  me,  that  you  are  the  commani 
in-chief  of  the  seven  islands,  and  that 
these  females  are  under  your  orders  ? 
"  Yes,  my  cJiiid."  said  she;  "  choose  on 
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,  and  I  will  give  b«r  w  >ou 
witb  pkuure,  instead  of  your  wife ;  but  re- 
Mnqaish  this  fbelifli  txJieiQei  whioh  will  tlirow 
f  on  into  the  hands  of  the  king.  Return ; 
otberwise  youc  destructioD  and  miae  are  in- 
evitable." 

To  this  salutary  sdvioe  Hanan  <^poGed 
only  teara  and  {resh  bursts- of  passion.  The 
old  woman  wa*  moved  bj  his  .sufferings : — 
"  But,"  said  sbe,  "  what  can  I  do  for  you  ? 
When  it  is  discovered  that  I  hav«  pennitted 
you  to  land  on  the  island  where  the  prin- 
cess resides^  it  wUl  be  all  oyer  with^  me. 
Never  would  tfaey  forgive  ma  ibr  having  al- 
lowed joa  to  see  all  my  warnors  stripped  to 
bathe."  Hassan  protested  that  he  had  seen 
mrthiBg. — "  Nortay  child,"  saidabe,  "jMin 
back,  I  conjure  you;  I  will  fiinuah  you  with 
tbetequisite  nq^^  of  provisions,  andgiveyou 
an  escort-Mudy  deport."  Hasan  embraced 
ber  knees,  and  writhed  at  her  feet.  "  My 
benefactress,  my  mistfess !"  he  exclaimed, 
in  atone  of  humble  supplication,  "howcaii 
I  turn  back,  after  I  have  advanced  so  far? 
How  can  I  think  of  retumingwithout  seeing 
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her  for  wliose  sake  I  have  come  from  sue! 
(iistance  hither?  Ami  perhap?  it  is  decre 
h_v  fate  thai  I  simll  find  her  again,  afle 
liave  endured  so  many  afflictions." 
itiese  rem  on  St  ranees,  which  were  accomj 
nied  with  tears,  he  added  some  other  stanz 
siifTgesied  by  his  passion,  liv  which  he  ■» 
now  tossed  to  and  fro.  In  short,  he  si 
such  exquisite  tilings,  that  tlie  old  getiei 
moved  to  the  bottom  of  her  heart — whet] 
by  his  prose  or  his  verses  is  not  exac 
known — promised  to  try  all  po5.sible  mei 
for  the  accomplishment  of  his  wishes,  H 
-*an  fi?it  hiniseif  cheered  by  this  promise,  s 
chatted  away  the  rest  of  that  duy  with  Un 
al  Kehahet.' 

A',  night-fail  the  Amazons  dispersed,  p 
of  them  ^'oing  to  their  tents,  while  the  oth 
repaired  to  tlie  palace  in  the  city.  Umm 
Kebahet  took  young  Hassan  with  lier, 
the  purpose  of  conducting  him  to  the  ci 
and  concealing  Iiim  there  till  the  queen 
this  island,  who  was  one  of  the  daughters 
the  great  king  of  the  genii,  should  be  mi 
acquainted  with  the  afliiir— though  she  coi 
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not    herself  tell  which  of  the  princesses  was 
the  queen  ;  she  merely  knew  her  name — Niir 
al  Niran  (Light  of  Lights).     The  old  f^ene- 
ml   sohcited  sjid  obtained  an  audience  :    the 
queen   received  her  veiled,  and  desired  ti> 
know  the    motive  which  had    brought   her 
ihither.      Umm  al  Kebahet,  well  awai-e  that 
she    had  no    chance  of  saving  herself  and 
Hassan  but  by  a    frank   confession   of  ihc 
truth,  related  his  liistory  in  the  most  circum- 
stantial  manner,    and  described   the    vehe- 
mence of  his  passion.     During  tlie  narration 
of  these  adventures  the  tjueen  Hew  into  the 
most  violent  rage.     "  Infamous  liag  !"  cried 
she,  "  how  darest  thou  admit  men  iiito  the 
Wakwak  Islands  ?  Fearest  thou  not  my  ven- 
geance y  By  ihe  head  of  my  father,  the  (jreat 
king  of  the  genii,   I  know  not  what  prevenis 
me  from  ordering  thee  to  instant  execution, 
as  a  warning  and  guide  to  future  travellers. 
Bring  hither  this  moment  the  presumptuous 
wretch  who  has  ventured  to  penetrate   inlo 
our  islands  !"     Umm  al  Kebahet  thereupon 
went  hack  to  Hassan,  and  told  him  that  his 
last   hour  wits   undoubtedly  come.      Hassan 
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commended  himself  to  God.  and  accor 
liieil  the  oid  genenil  to  the  psdace. 
queen  receiveti  liim,  as  she  had  befon 
ceiviil  ihe  general,  veiled.  She  ai^ked 
his  name  aiid  the  names  of  his  wife 
children. — ■'  Queen  of  the  world  !"  said 
sail,  "your  slave  is  called  Hassan  of 
sora :  the  real  name  of  my  wife  is  not  ki 
lo  nie  :  but,  as  to  my  children,  I  have  na 
iliem  Niiir  and  Mansnr."  She  then  a 
hini  when  he  had  last  seen  Ids  wifcj 
wiiat  >he  had  "laid  when  she  quitted 
liouse.  Ha=san  related  to  her  evei^  tl 
|Hjiiu  for  point,  and  word  forword.  "1 
are  idle  tales."  said  the  queen ;  "if  thy 
hud  wished  10  see  thee  again,  she  wouk 
havf  failed  to  go  to  meet  thee."  Ha 
atfirnied.  with  the  most  solemn  oaths, 
those  were  icidly  the  last  words  which 
wife  had  s[Hiken.  "  Well,"  said  the  qu 
■*  1  will  listen  to  the  voice  of  mercy,  am 
store  iliy  wife  n)  thee,  if  thou  canst  di 
ver  her  among  the  ladies  of  this  island 
which,  according  to  thy  account,  she  resi 
hutiftliou  dost  not  lind  lier  again,   1 
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casM  due  to  be  hanged  wiihoul  further  ce- 
remony on  the  gates  of  the  palace." — "  By  the 
great  Ood,  lo  whom  belongs  all  power  and 
™i^t»"  replied  Hassan,  "  I  am  content !" 

The  queen  tiieii  ordered  alJ  the  ladies  of 
the  city  and  palace  to  be  summoned;  but 
••nODg  the  whole  number  Hassan  did  not 
find  his  wife.  The  queen  thereupon  flew  in- 
to the  most  violent  passion.  "  Drag  him  to 
the  scafibld  !"  said  she,  "  to  cure  any  tra- 
•dlere,  who  might  hereafter  be  disposed  to 
usintiate  themselves  deceitfully  into  our  is- 
Unds,  of  their  curiosity."  Hassan  was  ac- 
cordingly seized  ;  his  liands  and  legs  were 
bound  tt^ether,  and  the  sword,  drawn  out 
of  the  scabbard,  awaited  only  the  last  deci- 
«ve  word  to  sever  Hiissan's  head  from  his 
body.  At  tliis  critical  moment,  Umm  al  Ke- 
bahet  threw  herself  at  the  feet  of  the  queen. 
"  Great  queen  !"  said  she,  "  let  thy  heart 
be  moved  in  behalf  of  this  stranger,  and 
ipare  his  life  ;  his  death  would  be  an  ever- 
lasting blot  in  the  annals  of  your  reign,  and 
ntmoar  would  not  fail  to  proclaim,  far  and 
wide,  an  act  so  derogatory  to  the  rights  of 
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hospitality.  It  will  he  more  magnanimous, 
and  more  worthy  of  yoii,  lo  parilon  him,  on 
nccotinC  of  the  passiOn  which  has  led  liim 
into  this  error;  and  out  of  regard  also  to 
his  love  for  liis  cliildrcn,  and  his  talent  of 
exlempore  composition.  W'oidd  il  not  im 
infinitely  more  glorious  for  vou,  if  be  were 
to  spread  your  fame  wlnercvcr  he  goes  ?  He 
would  even  deserve  the  felicity  of  beholding 
yon  face  to  face,  that  bis  pDctic  vein  might 
be  able  to  do  complete  justice  to  your 
beauty  ?"—"  Who  am  1,  and  who  is  he," 
said  the  queen,  "  that  he  sliouUI  aspire  to 
the  honour  of  beholding  me  uDveiled  ?"  As 
she  uttered  these  words,  slie  threw  back  her 
veil.  .At  thi.s  sight  Hassan  gave  sucb  a  vio- 
lent shriek  as  shool(  the  very  palace,  and 
then  swooned.  Tlie  ol<!  general  had  the 
greatest  difficulty  to  bring  him  to  himself 
again.  "What  ails  you,  my  child  ?"  said 
she  to  him.  "Ah!"  replied  lie,  "the  queen 
herself  is  my  wife,  or  she  is  at  least  as  like 
her  as  one  drop  of  water  h  to  another!" — 
"  The  man  is  out  of  bis  wits,"  said  the 
queen.      "  Forgive  bim,"  rejoined  Unim  al 


HASSAN  OF  BASSORA.  89 

Kebahet,  ^^his  passion  has  bereft  him  of 
tfaenu*'- The  queen  then  turned  to  Hassan; 
^^  Be  of  good  cheer,  my  dear,"  said  she  to 
him,  ^  collect  your  scattered  spirits  and  for- 
get your  sorrows." — "  Mistress  of  queens  !" 
said  Hassan,  **  it  is  the  sight  of  you   that 
has  robbed  me  of  my  reason ;  for,  either  you 
are  my.wife  or  you  exactly  resemble  her." — 
^^  And  in  what  respect,  then,  do  I  resemble 
her?"  asked  the  queen.     *^In  the  elegance 
of  your  shape,"  answered  Hassan,  **  in  the 
delicacy  of  your  complexion,  and  in  the 
sweetnessof  your  voice." — "Take  him  away," 
said  the  queen  to  Umm  al  Kebahet,  "  till 
he  has  recovered  his  senses ;  then  come  again 
to  me  and  we  will  see  what  is  to  be  done." 

Umm  al  Kebahet  accordingly  took  young 
Hassan  away  with  her,  committed  him  to 
the  care  of  her  slaves,  and  then  went  back  to 
the  queen.  "  Go,"  said  the  latter  to  her, 
^  with  a  thousand  horses  to  the  residence  of 
my  father,  salute  my  sister  Nur  al  Nissa,  and 
beg  her  to  send  to  me  her  two  children,  for 
I  have  a  great  desire  to  see  them ;  but  be- 
ware of  dropping  a  syllable  relative  to  Has- 
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san's  adventure.  Tell  her  also  tliat  it  w 
ali'urd  me  much  pleasure  it'  1  could  see 
loo;  bui  at  ail  events,  jou  must  come 
before  her  with  the  children.  If  the 
reallv  like  Hassan  and  he  is  their  fath 
will  l)v  no    means  oppose  his  ciirryinj 


■ith  hi: 


I  can  easily  act 
■  person,  for  I  was  al 
like  my  youngest  s 
ne   drop  of  water 


for  his  mistaking  m 
loid  that  I  was  as 
Nur  al  Nissa,  as  t 
another." 

When  Umm  al  Kebahet  repeated  to 
sail  this  conversation  widi  the  princes 
was  beside  himself  with  joy.  He  coi 
Uie  hands  and  brow  of  the  old  woman 
ki'rses.  "  Sofliy  !  softly  !"  said  she,  "  It 
first  execute  my  commission,  and  then 
may  kiss  my  brow  as  much  as  you  pi 
Meanwhile  be  of  good  cheer,  and  t 
yourself." 

Umm  al  Kebahet  thereupon  took  a  t 
sand  horses  and  repaired  to  the  citv,  w 
ihe  Princess  Nur  al  Xissa  resided;  it 
three  days'  journey  from  ihiit  of  which 
Princess    Xur    ul    Niraii    was    queen. 
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pooctoally  performed  her  errand,  aod  ex- 
patiated on  the  desire  which  her  sister  felt  to 
Ke  the  princess  again  as  well  as  her  chil- 
dren. "  My  sister  is  right,"  said  Nur  al 
Nissa,  **  I  have  Icmg  owed  her  a  visiL*  And 
■be  immediately  <M'dered  preparations  to  be 
Bade  for  the  journey. 

The  great  king  of  the  genii  was  j  ust  walk- 
ing oa  the  terraces  of  his  palace,  when  he 
perceived  tents  pitched  on  the  glacis  of  the 
city.  When  he  was  informed  that  it  was 
the  Princess  Nur  al  Nissa,  who  was  going 
to  pay  a  visit  to  her  eldest  sister,  Xur  al  Xi- 
ran,  he  issued  orders  that  she  should  be  sup- 
plied out  of  the  treasury  with  the  richest 
presents,  and  whatsoever  she  might  need 
for  the  journey.  The  great  king,  as  we 
have  several  times  had  occasicMi  to  remark, 
had  seven  daughters.  The  eldest  m«  called 
Light  of  Light ;  the  second.  Morning-  Star ; 
the  third,  the  Resplendent ;  the  fourth,  Pearl- 
Wreath;  the  fifth,  ^artVEose;  thesixtl), 
Flower  of  the  Sex ;  and  the  seventh,  Ladies' 
I^hL  This  last  was  tbu  wife  of  Hassan. 
Umm  al   Kebahet  st^cited  permission  to 
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1  on  before  with  ihe  two  children,  t 
she  iiiif^hl  thus  ciirn,'  to  her  sister  the  agi 
able  intelh^jence  of  her  cominji.  At  1 
proposnl  Niir  nl  \issa  changed  cole 
"  Hitherto,"  said  she,  "   I    have  never  i 

id  my  children  lo  any  one,  and 
very  breezes  of  heaven  fill  ine  with  app 
hensions  on  their  account." — "  Yoii  i 
right,  princess,"  replied  the  old  vom, 
"  you  are  very  right,  to  be  careful  of  y( 
children;  but  to  whom  is  it,  then,  that  3 
entrust  ihem?  It  is  to  your  own  sister  ll 
you  entrust  them,  and  I  will  take  care 
them  during  the  journey.  1  will  iva! 
over  them  as  over  my  own  eyes ;  they  sh 
want  for  nothing;  I  will  put  ihem  to  b 
and  diess  them  myself.  On  this  poi 
then,  you  may  be  perfectly  easy,  and  f 
from  anxiety.  Your  sister  would  like  to 
tliem  in  two  little  cuirasses  which  she  1 
made  for  them."  In  short,  Umm  al  Kel 
het  spoke  with  such  eloquence,  that  Pr 
cess  Nur  al  Nissa  entrusted  her  with  1 
eliildren,  after  she  had  wa-^hed  them,  a 
put  on  them  the  cuirasses  which  their  ai 
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Nur  al  Niran  had  made  for  them,  llie 
latter  was  oveijoyed  when  she  saw  the  chil- 
dren, and  set  one  of  them  on  her  right  knee 
and  the  other  on  the  left.  "  Now,"  said 
she,  **  fetch  Hassan ;  his  fate  shall  be  de- 
cided in  a  moment." — "  Yes,"  replied  Umm 
al  Kebahet,  ^'  but  in  case  these  are  not  his 
children,  will  you  not  send  him  back  with 
an  escort?* — "  Accursed  hsg,"  cried  the 
queen,  «<  wilt  thou  then  never  cease  to  take  the 
part  of  this  audacious  stranger  ?  Dost  thou 
desire  that  he  should  be  permitted  to  set 
foot  on  the  island  with  impunity,  if  he  has 
been  guilty  of  a  lie ;  and  that  he  should 
have  it  in  his  power  to  boast  that  he  has 
penetrated  through  the  land  of  magicians, 
birds,  beasts,  and  genii,  to  the  very  Wak- 
wak  Islands  ?  No !  I  swear  by  God,  the 
creator  of  the  heavens,  that  I  will  have  him 
executed  without  mercy,  if  these  are  not  his 
children !"  She  thereupon  ordered  twenty 
mamelukes  to  accompany  the  old  woman, 
and  to  bring  Hassan  into  her  presence. 

**  Did  I  not  warn  you,"  said  the  old  wo* 
man  to  Hassan,  when  she  acquainted .  hinv. 
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Willi  ihe  command  of  tlie  princess.  "  did  I 
not  advice  you  to  return  home,  rather  than 
e:i;jM>5e  yourseU'  to  certain  death,  which  this 
arbitrary  princess  has  sworn  to  inflict  on 
vou  -■'     Now  ibilon'  me." 

Hassan  gave  himself  up  for  lost,  com- 
mended his  siml  to  GotI,  and  followed  the 
old  woman  and  the  twenty  mnmeltike.s  who 
conducted  him  to  the  queen.  As  soon  as 
he  set  t-yes  on  his  children,  he  gave  a  loud 
-.hriek,  and  fell  to  the  ground.  The  two 
childreri.  »ho  knew  him,  -'prunjr  liom  ihL- 
knees  of  the  queen,  and  ran  to  him,  crying. 
■■  Fiuher !  father!"  Unim  al  Kebahei  wept, 
and  so  did  all  who  witnessed  tliis  scene, 
Ha&s.-iii  cla.-|>ed  the  children  in  his  arms, 
and  thus  gave  vent  to  his  feelings: — 

•■  Ah,  beloved  ones,  since  ye  left  me  my 
heart  ha*  nol  known  one  tranquil  hour. 
Voiir  imago,  which  every  night  appeared 
(o  me,  promised  me  each  time  for  tlio  en- 
suing day  the  happiness  of  agahi  behold- 
ing you,  Alas  !  since  I  was  parted  from 
ynu,  sleep  has  not  visited  mine  eyes  !" 

Though   the  queen  had  given  the  most 
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solemn  assurance  that  she  would  set  Has- 
san at  liberty,  if  these  children  were  really 
his,  she  was  nevertheless  vehemently  en*> 
raged,  when  convinced  diat  this  was  actually 
the  case.     Either  from  jealousy  or  indigna- 
tion,  on  account  of  the  unequal  match  made 
by  her  sister  with  a  mortal  man,  she  could 
DO  longer  endure  the  sight  of  Hassan,  and 
ordered  him  to  be  removed  from  her  pre- 
sence.    Unun  al   Kebahet  was  filled  with 
despair,  and  poor  Hassan  went  forth,  with- 
out knowing  whither.    Earth  and  heaven 
seemed  to  him  to  be  too  confined  for  the 
feelings  that  racked  his  bosom.     He  had 
seen  his  children,  but  only  to  be  parted 
from  them  again.     This  was  the  first  time 
that  he  repented   having    come    to   these 
islands.     He  poured  forth  the  tempests  of 
his  passion  in  verse,  and  went  sighing  and 
declaiming  towards  the  river,  which  flowed 
past  the  city. 

Let  him  go:  we  will  meanwhile  see  what 
became  of  Nur  al  Nissa. 

At  the  very  moment  when  she  was  about 
to  set  off,  one  of  her  father's  chamberlains 


i  l-tibre  !uT  feet,  ami 
it-.it  oflii-r  father,  to 
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yoQiigest  of  whom  would  be  carried  off  firom 
me  by  force.  My  paternal  heart  is  there- 
fore exceedmgly  concerned  on  account  of 
thy  journey ;  and  thou  wouldst  do  better, 
my  daughter,  to  postpone  thy  visit*" 

At  this  proposal  Nur  al  Nissa  instantly 
thought  of  her  children,  and  her  maternal 
aflfection  would  not  permit  her  to  leave  them 
any  longer  in  the  hands  of  strangers.     She 
resolved,  therefore,  to  follow  them,  and  thus 
replied :  "  Great  king  and  mighty  sovereign, 
my  sister,  Nur  al  Niran,  has  provided  an 
entertainment  for  me,  and  expects  me  firom 
hour  to  hour.     For  four  years  past  I  have 
owed  her  a  visit,  and  she  has  good  reason  to 
be  angry  with  me.     I  shall  be  absent  a 
month  at  fiirthest,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
that  time  I  will  return,  if  it  please  God. 
Besides,  what  enemy  could  possibly  pene- 
trate into  the   Wakwak    Islands  ?     Who 
oould  traverse  the  white    land    and    the 
black  mountain  to  the   Camphor  Island? 
Who  could  then  pass  through  the  countries 
of  the  magicians,  birds,  beasts,  and  genii, 
widiout  losing  his  life  a   thousand  times? 
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Be  of  good  cliecr  tliL-n.  f,uln?r,  and  give 
youriiirno  i]!iv.isiiic->  about  llie  vUii  wliicli 
I  .iin  -i.iiig  to  p;n-  10  my  sister."  TJie  king 
at  i.ut  a-M.!Uiil  wjlli  great  reluctance  ;  he 
jj-.i-  ill-  ihujliit-r  ;in  escort  of  a  thousaml 
horM-.  .111,1  sljiiilK-il  ill,  «i,li  that  slie  should 
s;jv  !iui  a  toi-  d:u>  ivitli  lier  sister.  She 
|.To;vi^tii  to  ciiuiph-,  tiHiii  her  leave,  and  de- 
(.viTEii.!.  ■"•liL-  "a-  in  great  tribulation  about 
litr  cliikirei!.  to  whom  she  applied  her 
fuihtrVdrea:-.!.  On  her  arrival  at  her  sister's 
pj!acc,  her  ebildivii  were  the  first  objects 
liiat  met  her  view.  They  were  crying,  and 
caliui-  tor  their  fuiliL-r.  '  Nur  ai  .\i,^i  was 
UK-vtd  by  their  tear-,  and  felt  licrst-lf  3 
litjire  to  -ec  her  husband  ai:aiii  after  so 
long  an  absence.  She  >trove,  therefore,  to 
pai'ifv  her  children,  though  she  was  unac- 
.jitainitd  with   tiie  pr^.■ci^c  occasion  of  this 


AVItcii  Xiir  al  Niraii  remarked  this  weak- 
U^-<>  ill  lier  si-ler.  she  was  violently  enraged. 
Tdl  the  arrival  of  the  children  she  wonld 
neicr  Ixiicve  that  rumour,  which  gave  two 
children  lo  her  sister,  spoke  truth  ;    and    it 
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was  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  this  point 
that  she  sent  Umm  al  Kebahet  with  the 
present  of  the  two  cuirasses,  to  deceive  her 
sister  in  r^ard  to  her  real  sentiments ;  and, 
as  we  have  seen,  Nur  al  Nissa  unfortunately 
fell  into  the  snare  which  her  sister  had  laid 
for  her.    Nur  al  Niran  now  threw  off  the 
mask,  and  was  no  longer  at  the  pains  to 
disguise  her  indignation  at  the  conduct  of 
her  sister.     She  loaded  her  with  the  most 
furious  reproaches.     '*  Base  wretch !''   said 
she  to  her,  "  by  whom  hast  thou  these  chil* 
dren  ?  Hast  thou  led  a  life  of  lewdness,  or 
hast  thou  presumed  to  marry  without  the 
consent  of  thy  father  and  thy  family  ?    In 
the  former  case  thou  hast  deserved  death ; 
and  if  we  assume  the  latter,  why  hast  thou 
forsaken  thy  husband  and  deprived  him  of 
his  children  ?    Dost  thou  imagine  that  all 
this  could  remain  concealed,  and  thy  honour 
nnimpeached  ?     This  stain  must  be  washed 
out  with  thy  blood." 

She  thereupon  commanded  the  genii  to 
bind  the  princess  and  to  scourge  her  till 
she  bled.    They  executed  this  order  without 
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Hr.rr^  ir-z  i;c  iJiL;  purpose  hung  u 
7*"=i.-^?*  rr  ■-Trr  Liir.  At  ihe  same 
Ni:-  J-  >r_-A3  ■»Tv>:e  :>.>  her  uther.  i 
;i3.-"  ;  —  "■-:&  bcr  joiier's  indiscre 
»"_•.--  •i.-g  i  iilscra<?e  to  the  whole  fa 
s:e  "'.fraeii  hun  i^'  in  her  letlt 
^r  rj  .  rtUlini  all  his  adven 
T?»)  -cm_^j:;  »*ix*!i  she  bail  emplov 
r:'  i*  — i:  ";Li,  Ami  the  fiunUhment  i 
vc  ;j-^  ■'.'■  -r.c  f^v^eni  indicted  on  he 
■»■-; iC!-:fr — tci  (VKifluiied  with  9oIi< 

%^\"-::  :!■<  V.;-^  haJ  rvad  ihi>  lelte 
■  i>  !L  ^C  » ,ih  pa^-  He  briefly  re| 
•j:  -f  ^^  >'  tte  »i^i.»ni  of  his  ( 
.■A^^-.-^T  ;i-e  -'i^iihtJicni  of  the  voiir 
i_N.'  irj.:  ri«  aun  W  execuied  »il 
■!;n_-^r  Ji-r^nitnia-  Xur  al  Xiran  in 
■*«^.  irv.*^  .■•^-eilher  ^i^u-^  lo  be  brc 
i^v^  nT.  She  Appeared  covered 
TviiV.  *;^!  h*  r  hjir  torn :  hiimilinied.  ei 
(\i.  ^v^l7\d  «uh  ibame  and  wounds. 
Oi"<^i\irevi  her  present  ^ti^le  with  the 
jvrsjss  she  hnil  imiv  enjoyed,  and 
Nrrr  ;e-irs  at  this  i»n]p;iriion.     Tiie  i 
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orable  Princess,  Nur  al  Niran,  caused  a 
wooden  ladder  to  be  brought,  on  which  she 
tndered  her  sister  to  be  extended,  and  her 
head  and  hands  bound  fast  to  it  with  her  hair* 
^  Ah  sister  !"  cried  Nur  al  Nissa,  amid  all 
these  torments,  **  if  you  have  no  feeling  for 
me,  at  least  take  pity  on  my  poor  children  !'* 
These  words  only  served  to  incense  the 
cruel  Princess  Nur  al  Niran  still  more.  She 
loaded  her  again  with  abuse,  and  said,  *^  that 
God  himself  would  not  forgive  those  who 
could  pardon  the  crime  of  violated  honour." 
— "  Sister,"  replied  Nur  al  Nissa,  **  I  am 
innocent  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man;  I 
have  not  violated  the  laws  of  honour,  and 
the  bonds  of  matrimony  have  sanctioned  our 
union.  Make  more  particular  inquiries  on 
this  subject,  and  if  I  have  not  spoken  the 
truth  let  me  die  by  the  most  excruciating 
tortures." 

Nur  al  Niran  returned  no  other  answer 
to  this  humble  address  than  blows,  with 
which  she  disfigured  her  sister's  face.  **  Ah  1" 
ejaculated  Nur  al  Nissa,  *^  if  I  have  done 
wrong,  my  fault  is  succeeded  at  least  by  long 
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rf^r.:sr.cf.  I  w^.isli  out  my  gulll  wiih 
r-ivV,  ATul  my  lears.  and  I  beg  vour  lor| 
u^-sof  WT  »hii  I  liiive  iione,''  These  n 
ss-i^r^rjicj  :]ie  Princess  Niir  al  Xiran 
n>'rt.  ■■  I>cbLis(.iI  ttretch  !"  saiil  she  « 
s^Tir.  "tj>:  dK>u  *ull  the  amlacitr  to  r 
vt.-?<s»}ii;e  on  tlie  rack.'  Wouldsuhoi 
be  cjpdh'n;  ai'  ixMsiini;.  in  the  present 
ii_v  :Ovcr,  of  thy  >hanie  and  ihy  inl'ai 
Ule ;  Oive  me  the  rod  of  sit 
ViK  iTJel  FriucciS  Xur  al  Xiran  look 
rt\-  ind  beat  her  sUier  with  her  own  I 
!»'  '.r.Tin.'tfu'i'.y  on  erery  pan  of  lier  b 
t;ij[  il  "**i  fiK  »a*  but  one  great  wo 
.\:  :Hi'  >iirj*  ti::ie  she  roared  like  a  t 
«L,!e  ^i'.*  Wis  r*-ouririnii  her  sister,  who 
iHJkr  i'\pirini:  M.iU  agony. 

I  zv.izi  X.  Krluhet  ihrt-w  herself  at 
hxl  s:id  sin^vt  in  vain  to  appease  her  I 
XL;r  al  Xiran  Lvnimandtn!  her  slave 
ieiic  her.  to  strip  her  naked  and  to  1 
btr  .ts  she  herMfll  had  ireaied  lier  sister 

WTiiie  X»ir  al  Xi**a  was  thus  every 
mrai  ou  llw  point  of  giving  up  the  g 
under  the  hanils  of  her  cruel  sUter,  Hai 
•icKT^aiMexl  with  griel^  had  gone  out  of 
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ci^9  without  knowing  whither  his  limbs 
carried  him.  In  this  state  he  came  to  a 
tree  on  which  he  saw  a  paper  with  an  in- 
scription ;  it  was  as  follows : — 

^  Let  things  take  their  natural  course ;  yon 
cannot  change  it:  and  when  misfortunes 
impend  over  you,  leave  to  Fate  the  care  of 
diverting  them  from  your  head." 

Hiis  wise  precept  imparted  to  him  new 
strength:  he  continued  as  before  to  wander 
on  alone^  and  felt  around  him  nought  save 
the  breath^f  the  wind,  to  which  he  addressed 
himself  saying: — 

^^  When  thou  skinunest  over  the  country 
that  contains  my  beloved  ones,  greet  them 
in  my  name.  Perhaps  they  may  inhale  thee, 
and  thou  mayst  cool  their  glowing  bosoms." 
As  he  walked  towards  the  river,  he  met 
with  two  little  boys,  children  of  magicians, 
who  were  fighting  with  one  another.  Be* 
fore  them  lay  a  rod,  which  was  a  talisman 
and  covered  with  magic  characters,  and  a 
leathern  cap,  on  which  were  written  myste* 
rious  words  and  incantations.  The  boys 
were  fighting  for  the  possession  of  these 
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tnlismatis.  Hassan  paricd  them,  and  ih 
inquired  tlie  cause  of  their  quarrel :  at  t 
.same  time  lie  offered  to  be  their  umpire, 
lliey  wmild  tell  him  what  was  the  point 
dispute  belween  them.  The  Imjvs  thereup 
rulated,  that  tlieir  father,  a  great  magicij 
was  just  dead,  and  (lie  onlv  property 
had  left  them  was  this  rod  and  this  cap,  a 
that  each  of  them  wished  to  have  the  i 
and  to  leave  the  cap  to  the  otiier,  "  I 
really,"  said  Hassan,  "  I  see  no  reason 
qimrrelling:  the  cap  is  worth  quile  as  mii 
as  tlic  rod,  and  the  rod  as  the  cap," — " 
you  may  think,"  replied  the  boys,  "bccai 
you  are  not  acquainted  with  the  propert 
of  lliis  rod." — "  Perhaps  so,"  answer 
Hiissan.  "  but  tell  me  then  wherein  tli 
consisi." — "  Our  father,"  resumed  the  bo 
"  whi)  died  very  lately  at  the  age  of  one  ht 
dred  and  fifty  years,  was  a  great  niagicii 
■,un\  performed  incredible  things  by  means 
this  cap  and  rod  :  for  the  cap  has  the  pi 
perty  of  rendering  any  pirson  who  puts 
on  his  head  invisible;  and  the  rod  gives 
llie  possessor  suprcuie  authority  over  sev 
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species  of  genii  and  spirits.  He  needs  but 
Co  strike  the  ground  with  it,  and  all  the 
kings  of  the  earth  are  implicitly  obedient  to 
his  will" 

*^  By  Heaven !"  said  Hassan  to  himself, 
<<  this  would  be  an  acquisition,  of  which  I 
might  avail  myself  to  set  at  liberty  my  wife 
and  children.   Providence  hath  destined  this 
article  expressly  for  me.  My  boys,"  said  he, 
*'  before  I  can  adjudge  the  rod  to  one  of 
you,  I  must  know  your  strength,  for  it  is 
right  that  tt  should  belong  to  the  stronger. 
I  will  throw  a  stone  into  the  air,  and  he  who 
brings  it  to  me  shall  have  the  rod.*'     The 
boys  were  content  with  this  proposal ;  Has- 
san threw  a  stone — they  ran  after  it,  and 
Hassan  put  the  cap  on  his  head  to  convince 
himself  of  the  truth  of  their  story.  Presently 
afterwards  the  boys  returned,  and  as  they 
saw  nothing.of  their  lunpire,  they  loaded  one 
another  with  abuse— each  charging  to  the 
fault  of  the  other  the  loss  of  their  patrimo- 
nial inheritance. 

Hassan  meanwhile  returned  to   the  city 
with  the  cap  on  his  head  and  the  rod  in  his 
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hLimi.  Hl'  first  went  to  llie  aparlmen 
L'nim  al  Kibahel,  where  he  found 
Ixmnil  hatiil  and  ftwt.  To  ascertain  whet 
iblt,  he  threw  down  a  g 
vei-*tl,  which  stood  ujwn  a  shelf,  over 
head :  tiie  latter  imagined  that  it  wai 
I  sent  bv  the  Princess  Xiir  al  Xii 
whicli  made  llii-;  noise.  "God  knows  w 
fate  awaits  mc,"  siiid  she ;  '•  if  she  treats 
sister  so  criiellv,  what  will  become  of  i 
who  am  not  akin  to  her?"  She  thereup 
strove  lo  drive  away  the  devil,  "  I  conji 
voii."  said  -he.  "  bv  the  aimightv  name 
tn>il,  ;iiid  !i_v  the  characters  graven  on  1 
riiij:  ol'  Solomon,   the  stin  of  David,  sp£ 


M  V 


I  not  a  devi 


:  '■  I  am  llie  |x>or  tinfortiini 

\i\."     H;i>san  iliereuptm  to 

)iis    head,   rendereil   hims 

;Mle  himself  known  to  the  < 

n  onuui.     "  M'oe  betide  you  !  exclaimed  si 

'■  how  have  von  come  hUhor,  and  what  woi 

you  do  liere  ?     That  inluiman  desjwt  is  pi 

tills;  your  wife  to  deiith  with  the  most  dret 

fill  tortures.     She  repents  having  set  vou 
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;  she  has  dispatched  spirits  in  aU 
directions,  aud  vowed  to  have  you  executed 
ms  well  as  your  diildren.  A  hundred  weight 
of  gold  is  the  price  which  she  *has  set  upon 
your  head.  Be  gone,  then,  and  make  your 
escape."  She  thereupon  related  to  him  with 
streaming  eyes  the  treatm^it  which  she  had 
herself  experienced.  ''WhatT'  cried  Has- 
san, ^  doubt  you  that  I  can  deliver  my  wife 
and  children  from  the  hands  of  this  cruel 
murderess  ?  Look  here !  here  is  a  cap  and  a 
rod  whidi  Heaven  has  destined  expressly  for 
me.  Assist  me  with  your  connseL" — ^^  Praise 
be  to  God !"  said  Umm  al  Kebahet,  **  praise 
be  to  God,  who  can  re-animate  even  moul* 
dering  bones !  I  despaired  of  the  deliverance 
of  your  wife,  and  of  your  children,  and  of 
my  own  deliverance;  but  now,  Grod  be 
thankfid,  I  believe  that  we  are  all  saved.  I 
know  this  rod  and  this  cap  :  they  belonged 
to  the  shaikh,  who  was  my  instructor  in 
magic.  One  hundred  and  fifty  years  was  he 
contriving  how  to  make  these  two  articles, 
and  as  soon  as  he  had  finished  them  he  was 
overtaken  by  death.    He  bequeathed  them 
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•  cliiliti'cii  as  their  inheritance,  ant 
;ime  time  prediclud  that  ihey  woult 
deprivL'il  of"  ihis  tieasiire  by  a  stranger 
am  Imsiile  myself  with  joy  that  these  th 
have  ralleii  precisely  into  j-oiir  hands: 
now  yon  may  exert  yourself  with  success 
the  release  of  your  wife.  As  for  me 
under  no  concern.  I  will  immediately 
tliiij  island,  and  repair  to  the  Land  of  Al 
where  1  mean  lo  pass  the  rest  of 
life.  Do  you,  my  son,  put  die  cap  on  ; 
head  and  "tale  llic  rod  in  your  hand ;  re 
to  ihe  place  where  your  wife  is  confii 
sirike  ihi-  prnund  and  say  ;  *  Appeal 
spirits,  in  the  name  of  these  cliaructt 
Thi- spirits,  which    are   the  servants  of 

Ihiv'ian  accordiiifjiy  proceeded  to  the 
soil,  and  iliere  iiitind  his  wife  hound  by 
hair  to  the  ladder  and  lacerated  with  w-on; 
die  children  wereplayinjr  under  the  lail 
nnd  Nm-  ai  Nissn,  watchini^  them  wil 
lanu;nid  look,  sobbed  and  sifjhcd.  At 
cruel  sight  Hassan's  senses  forsook  hiir 
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some  moments.  He  then  took  o£P  his  cap 
and  rendered  himself  visible.  The  children 
cried :  <<  Father !  father !"  and  ran  to  him 
and  embraced  his  knees.  The  mother  was 
roused  by  this  exclamation,  which  well  nigh 
broke  her  heart;  and  she  exerted  all  her 
strength  to  turn  her  head  and  say,  ^  Where 
are  ye,  and  where  is  your  father  ?'  Torrents 
of  tears  gushed  from  her  eyes,  and  she  for- 
got for  a  moment  the  agonies  of  the  torture, 
to  express  the  painful  sensations  that  rent 
her- bosom.  ^^  Where  is  your  father  ?'  said 
she  to  the  children,  and  then  poured  forth 
this  extempore  effusion: — 

**  The  moon  is  set,  the  night  is  dark.  O 
^<  mine  eyes,  let  your  tears  flow  profusely  ! 
^^  My  beloved  is  afar  off— whence  then  shall  I 
**  derive  fortitude  ?  Fortitude  and  my  heart 
'<  have  fled  with  him.  O  fugitive  !  thy  ima^e 
'*  is  engraven  in  my  heart :  when  will  the 
**  hour  of  thy  return  arrive  ?  Flow  ye 
**  streams  of  tears  from  my  eyes — still  ye 
'^  will  not  extinguish  the  fire  that  consumes 
**  my  vitals. — ^Ah  !  is  my  beloved  returned 
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"  to  mc?     Then  cease,   my  tcai':; — ye  hi 
"  flott'eil  enough," 

could  not  forbear  tlirowing  hi 
self  upon  her.  "  Ah  !"  cried  she,  when! 
belield  him,  "how  earnest  thou  iiitht 
Hiist  thou  descended  IVojn  heaver,  or 
thou  come  from  the  earth? — But  be  lliiil 
it  may,  this  is  no  time  cither  for  weeping 
talking.  Faie  halli  determined,  the  eter 
pen  lialli  recorded  its  decrees,  and  we  ni 
implicitly  submit  to  ihem.  Keturn,  tli 
as  thou,  camest,  before  any  one  obser 
thee,  and  before  thou  fullest  a  victim,  1 
me,  to  tile  atrocious  cruelty  of  my  sister.' 
"  I  am  come,  my  beloved,"  said  Hassi 
to  deliver  thee,  and  to  conduct  thee  lio 
again  witli  our  children,  in  &pitc  of  this 
human  sister." — "  Ah  !"  said  she,  after  j 
had  kept  silence  for  some  time,  "deliverai 
for  mc  is  out  of  the  question.  Go  as  th 
hast  come,  and  augment  not  my  sufl'erir 
by  tliine." — "  Light  of  mine  eyes,"  reph 
Hassan,  "  1  will  not  leave  this  place  but 
thy  coinpiiny  and  that  of  my  children 
"  And  how  is  that  possible':"'  asked  she. 
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*^  By  the  aid  of  the  cap  and  the  rod  which 
thou  here  seest." 

While  Hassan  was  thus  conversing  with 
his  wife)  the  queen  entered,  and  Hassan  in<* 
fitantly  made  himself  invisible.  ^*  With 
whom  wast  thou  speaking  just  now,  aban- 
doned wretch  ?^  said  the  queen  to  Nur  al 
Nissa."  ^  Only  with  my  children,"  was  her 
reply.  The  queen  then  took  up  a  whip  to 
beat  her  sister,  and  Hassan  was  obliged  to 
be  a  melancholy  witness  of  this  fresh  cruelty. 
At  length,  Nur  al  Niran  gave  orders  that 
her  sister  should  be  removed  to  another 
place.  Hassan  followed  her  thither,  and,  as 
soon  as  the  slaves  had  retired,  he  again  took 
off  his  cap.  ^*  Dost  thou  still  witness  this 
inhuman  treatment?*'  said  his  wife  to  him. 
**  And  all  this  I  suffer,  because  I  forsook 
thee,  because  I  went  out  of  doors  without 
thy  permission.  O  my  husband !  spare  me 
the  reproaches  which  I  have  deserved,  and 
know  that  a  wife  does  not  learn  till  then  to 
appreciate  the  worth  of  a  husband.  I  beg 
pardon  of  yon,  and  likewise  prs^  to  God  to 
forgive  me  this  sin."— ^These  words  rent  the 


HASSAN    OF   BASSilBA. 

hii-biuul.  '■  Ah,  my  dear  wil 
triLil  lit',  "  ilii?  fault  is  not  yours,  but  mi 
fin'  li:ivinf^  qiiilteJ  yoii  and  left  you  at  ho 
aloni'.  Bi'kivtd  of  my  heart,  light  of  in 
cyt'S,  wilt  tliiHi  reliini  with  me  and  our  c 
(Ircu  to  my  couutry  ?" — "  M'iil  I  ?"  she 
claimed,  shedding  a  Hood  of  tears;  " 
none  but  God,  the  riilei-  of  heaven, 
work  ihis  miracle,  (mj,  go;  iuid  return  Ik 
alone." 

The  female  slaves,   tlicu  « 
to  see  with  whom  she  was  a 
i'oiind   her  weepinjj  with  her 
saw  iH)  person  «Ise,     They 
princess,  and  at  night&ll  i 


duly,  ente 

iversing,  T 

•  children, 

-■ept  will) 

■eturned  to  tl 

ssaii  then  unbound  his  wife,  i 

braced  her,  und  clasped  her  to  his  bosi 

O,  excess  of  transport,  after  so  long  a  sepi 

lion  ! 

Ihi-an  diereupon  look  the  elder  nf 
chiUi>eu  by  the  harul,  and  Nur  al  \i=sa 
younyer,  und  thus  passed  unobser 
through  the  fruards,  till  they  reached 
gate  of  the  palace,  which  they  found  loci 
"  Whal  is  to  be  done  now?"  said  lias: 
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**  here  we  are  in  a  new  dilemma."—*'  Our 
e£R>rts  are  useless,'^  said  Nur  al  Nissa ;  **  we 
are  absolutely  doomed  never  to  get  out  of 
this  prison." 

^While  they  were  thus    speaking,  they 
heard  a  voice  which  cried — **  Who  is  there  ? 
I  shall  not  open  the  door  for  you,  unless 
you  promise  to  do  what  I  desire  you." — Has- 
san and  his  wife  were  frightened,  for  they 
supposed  that  they  were  discovered.    They 
kept  silence,  and  were  on  the  point  of  creep- 
ing back  again  to  the  prison.     "  Why  do  ye 
not  speak?"  said  the  voice.      They  then 
knew  from  the  tone  of  the  voice  that  it  was 
Umm  al  Kebahet.      **  What  is  your  desire, 
my  good  mother?"   said  Hassan  to  her; 
"  let  us  out." — "  By  Heaven !"  she  rejoined, 
^*  I  will  not  let  you  out,  unless  you  promise 
to  take  me  along  with  you,  that  I  may  not 
be  sacrificed  to  the  fury  of  this  inhuman 
queen." — **  Every  thing  you  wish,  my  good 
mother,"  replied  Hassan  and  his  wife.  The 
Mother  of  Ugliness  opened  the  door,  and 
they  went  forth. 
Wlien  they  had  quitted  the  city,  Hassan 
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Struck  the  earth  with  his  rod,  and  called  the 
spirits  who  were  subject  to  it.  The  earth 
immediately  opened,  and  seven  genii  ap- 
peared. Tliey  sank  up  to  the  knees  in  the 
earth — they  were  so  lieavy;  and  with  their 
heads  they  touched  the  clouds.  Thrice  did 
they  prostrate  themselves  and  kiss  the 
ground,  and  then  tliey  all  said  witli  one 
voice :  "  What  is  your  pleasure,  lord  and 
master?  Command,  and  we  will  obey; 
order,  and  we  will  fulfil  your  wish.  At 
your  orders  we  will  dry  up  seas  and  remove 
mountains." 

Hassan  was  overjoyed  when  he  found  that 
the  spirits  were  so  prompt  in  their  replies, 
and  so  ready  to  obey.  "  Who  are  ye?" 
asked  he  :  "  what  are  your  names,  and  to 
what  tribe  do  ye  belong  ? — for  I  know  that 
ye  are  all  divided  into  nations,  tribes,  and 
families."  Thrice  did  they  thereupon  kiss 
the  ground,  and  they  all  answered,  witli  one 
voice :  ^^  We  are  seven  kings,  each  of  whom 
reigns  over  one  of  the  seven  tribes  :  Genii ; 
Sheitans  (that  is  Satans) ;  Mareds;  Annes 
(that  is  Fauns);    Gouls  (that  is  Cyclops); 
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Jfrits  (that  is  Satyrs) ;  and  Goblins  of  every 
kind,  that  dwell  in  the  air,  the  sea,  the  de- 
sert, and  hell.  We  are,  at  the  same  time, 
your  obedient  servants,  and  the  slaves  of  any 
one  who  is  owner  of  the  rod  to  which  we 
are  subject." 

Hassan,  his  wife,  and  Umm  al  Kebahet 
were  highly  delighted  by  this  information. 
^  I  should  like,"  said  Hassan  to  the  seven 
genii,  *'  I  should  like  to  see  the  seven  tribes 
which  are  subject  to  your  authority."— "We 
are  apprehensive^"  replied  they,  "  we  are 
apprehensive,  sir,  lest  we  should  affright 
you  by  the  infinite  multitude  of  our  subjects, 
and  the  extraordinary  shapes  which  they 
would  present  to  your  view.  You  would 
see  among  them  heads  without  bodies,  and 
bodies  without  heads ;  some  are  in  the  shape 
of  beasts  and  others  in  the  shape  of  mon- 
sters. You  may  examine  them  at  your  lei- 
sure, whenever  you  please,  sir ;  but  what  are 
now  your  commands  ?' — ^**  I  command  you," 
said  Hassan,  **  to  carry  me,  with  my  wife 
and  children  and  this  excellent  woman, 
forthwith  to  the  city  of  Bagdad."      The 
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genii  bowed  their  heads  for  a  moment  with- 
out makiiijG:  anv  replv.     "  Whv  do  ve    bow 
your  heads  ?"   asked  Hassan.     They  raised 
them  aixain  and  said  with  one  voice :   "  Lord 
and  master,  since  the  time  of  Solomon,  that 
mi<i:})ty  emperor,  we  have   not  carried  any 
mortal  either  on  our  backs  or  in  our  arms  : 
but  we  will   furnish  vou  with   ^fenii- horses, 
which   shall   convev  vou   immediately  into 
vour  coinitry." — "  How  far  is  it  from  this 
place    to   Bagdad  ?"    asked   Hassan.      "  A 
horseman,    who  rides  sharply,  takes   seven 
years  to  perform  the  journey.'' — "  And  liow 
happens  it  then  that  I  came  hither  in  less 
than    a  vear  ?" — '^  That  was  because  God 
disposed   the   hearts  of  holy  men  in  your 
favour,    and    by  their  aid  vou  travelled    a 
great   distance  in  a  short   time.      In    this 
manner  you  performed,  in  company  of  that 
holy  man,  the  shaikh  Abdul-Rodus,  a  jour- 
ney which  takes  three  years,  in  the  space  of 
three  davs ;  and  you  travelled  a  like  distance 
with  the  venerable  shaikh  Abu'l    Rish,    in 
four  and    twenty  hours.     But   that  was   a 
peculiar  favour  conferred  by  God  on  those 
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holy  men.  For  Abu'l  Rish  is  descended  in 
a  direct  line  from  Assa^  tbe  son  of  Berakhia, 
who  was  Solomon's  vizier,  and  be  knows 
all  the  names  of  God.  It  requires  a  year  to 
come  from  Bagdad  to  the  palace  of  the 
seven  princesses  in  the  Mountain  of  Clouds, 
and  seven  years  from  that  place  hither."— 
<<  Praise  be  to  God !"  said  Hassan,  "  who 
maketh  that  easy  which  is  difficult,  who 
bringeth  together  that  which  is  far  distant, 
and  who  hath  enabled  me  to  find  my  wife 
and  children  again  after  so  long  a  separa- 
tion. And  in  what  time,"  said  Hassan, 
addressing  the  genii,  "  will  the  genii-horses 
carry  us  to  Bagdad?' — "  In  less  than  a 
year,'^  answered  the  genii,  ^^  if  it  please  God, 
in  spite  of  the  frightful  deserts  through  which 
you  will  have  to  pass.  What  we  most  ap- 
prdiend  on  your  account,  is  the  vengeance 
of  the  great  king  of  these  islands  and  his 
magicians,  who  may  overtake  you  by  the 
way;  but  He  who  bath  permitted  you  to 
reach  this  country  safe  and  sound,  can  in 
like  manner  conduct  you  back  into  your 
own.     Put  your  trust  in  God  alone,  and  fear 
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nothinn: :  we  are  always  at  voiir  service/' 
— "  Accept  our  thanks,"  replied  Hassan, 
"  and  now  let  lis  have  our  horses." 

The  seven  genii  stamped  on  the  ground, 
from  which  instantly  came  forth  three  horses 
saddled  and  bridled,  carrying  a  sack  of 
provisions  and  a  skin  filled  with  water. 
Hassan  mounted  the  first  horse  and  took  one 
of  his  children  before  liim;  his  wife  did  the 
like  with  the  second,  and  Umm  al  Kebahet 
took  the  third.  In  this  manner  thev  tra- 
veiled  the  rest  of  that  night  and  the  whole 
ensuing  day,  alonij  the  foot  of  a  chain  of 
mountains,  and  this  time,  which  they  be- 
guiled with  chat,  ])assed  very  agreeably. 
All  at  once  Hassan  saw  before  him  some- 
thing which  resembled  an  immense  column 
of  smoke  floating  between  heaven  and  earth. 
He  immediately  repeated  some  prayers  from 
the  Coran,  for  the  purpose  of  exorcising 
this  devil.  On  approaching  nearer  he 
perceived  that  it  was  a  prodigious  demon, 
with  a  liead  like  a  dome,  a  mouth  like  a 
cavern,  teeth  like  pillars  of  rock,  and  legs 
like  immense  columns.     He  prostrated  him- 
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self  before  Hassan,  and  said:  *^  Be  not 
afraid  ;  I  am  die  warder  of  this  peninsula, 
which  is  the  first  of  the  Wakwak  Islands. 
I  belong  to  the  true  believers,  fear  Ood, 
and  have  long  cherished  the  wish  to  forsake 
the  aoderjT  of  these  magicians  and  genii  and 
to  retire  to  a  distant  country,  that  I  may 
there  live  in  holy  seclusion*  I  will  now 
accompany  you,  and  serve  yon  for  a  guide, 
till  you  are  past  the  frontiers  of  the  seven 
Wakwak  Islands.  Be  not  afraid*-I  am  at 
least  as  good  a  Musulman  as  yourself/' 

Hassan  was  much  rejoiced  that  he  should 
have  a  companion  in  this  genius,  and  wished 
him  prosperi^  in  the  journey  which  they 
were  about  to  perform  together.  He  con- 
versed with  him  and  his  wife  on  the  subject 
of  his  previous  adventures,  and  the  horses 
ran  on  like  lightning  the  whole  night.  The 
next  morning  they  breakfasted  on  the  pro* 
visions  which  they  had  with  them,  and  then 
pursued  their  route^— constantly  following 
the  genius,  who  conducted  them  from  one 
track  into  another,  through  deserts  and 
wild  valleys,  along  the  sea-shore.    On  the 
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thirty-first  da}^  of  their  journey,  a  cloud  of 
dust  arose  behind  them.  Hiissan  turned 
pale  when  he  heard  the  confused  shouts 
wliich  proceeded  from  this  cloud  of  dust. 
"  Why  do  you  delay  ?''  said  Umni  al  Keba- 
het :  "  these  are  the  troops  of  Wakwak, 
who  are  in  pursuit  of  us.  Strike  the  ground 
with  your  rod."  Hassan  did  so;  the  seven 
kings  appeared  and  kissed  the  earth.  "  Be 
not  afraid!'*  said  they:  'Mialt  upon  this 
hill,  and  meanwhile  we  vvill  bestir  ourselves 
here  below  for  vou — for  we  know  that  you 
have  right  on  your  side." 

Hassan  accordingly  halted  on  the  hill, 
and  the  army  of  the  Princess  Nur  al  Niraii 
covered  all  the  country.  The  genii  then 
began  to  vomit  forth  fire  and  smoke,  which 
enveloped  the  enemy  on  all  sides.  The 
sword  was  plied,  blood  flowed  in  torrents, 
ajid  night  alone  parted  tlie  combatants. 
The  seven  genii  came  and  kissed  the  ground 
before  Hassan,  and  reported  to  him  the 
residt  of  the  battle.  They  related  that  they 
had  killed  a  prodigious  number  of  the  enemy, 
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and  taken  more  than  two  thousand  pri- 
soners. 

Next  morning  the  fight  was  renewed  with 
redoubled  fury — the  army  of  the  seven  is- 
lands was  cut  in  pieces,  and  the  queen,  Nur 
al  Niran,  made  prisoner,  together  with  all 
the  generals  and  grandees  of  her  court.  The 
same  morning  the  genii  set  up  two  beds, 
which  were  in  the  form  of  thrones,  and  were 
composed  of  ivory  inlaid  with  gold.  These 
beds  were  for  Hassan  and  his  wife,  and  a  third 
state-bed  was  destined  for  Umm  al  Kebahet. 
The  prisoners  were  then  brought  forth,  and 
among  them  was  the  queen,  bound  hand  and 
foot.  The  old  general,  Umm  al  Kebahet, 
then  addressed  her  in  the  following  words  : 
^*  Atrocious,  execrable  princess !  you  shall 
.be  bound  to  the  tails  of  horses,  and  dragged 
to  the  sear  shore,  where  the  dogs  shall  fight 
for  the  mangled  relics  of  your  carcase. 
Cruel  despot  !  wherefore  treat  thy  sister, 
who  had  married  with  all  honour  and  de- 
corum, according  to  the  divine  precepts 
and  the  injunctions  of  the  Prophet,  where* 
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tore  treat  her  thus  ?    For  what  else  were  ^^o- 
men  erealod  but  to  Jiiarrv  men  ?" 

Hassan  had,  meanwhile,  issued  order- 
I  hat  all  the  prisoners,  without  exception, 
should  be  put  to  death.  Nur  al  Niran  filleil 
ihe  air  with  her  lamentations,  and  implored 
i^iercv  of  her  sister.  The  latter  forgave  her, 
and  interceded  with  her  iui^band  to  save  the 
lives  of  her  sister  and  the  other  prisoners. 
Al  the  iutreatv  of  his  wife  Hassan  set  then) 
•A^  liberty.  Nur  al  Nissa  also  made  peace 
between  her  sister  and  the  old  general.  Has- 
san dismissed  the  army  of  the  <]:enii,  and 
ilianked  them  for  their  services;  and  the 
twosi>ters  now  conversed  familiarlv  toijether. 
like  the  best  friends  in  the  world. 

Tho  following  morning  Hassan  procured, 
i>y  means  of  the  genii,  another  saddle-horse 
for  tlie  Princess  Nur  al  Niran.  Thev  took 
leave  of  each  other.  The  queen  and  the 
general,  Umm  al  Kebahet,  returned  to  the 
seven  islands  itnd  Hassan  continued  his 
journey  with  his  wife  and  children.  After 
thev   had  thus  pursued    their    route    for  a 
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month,  they  came  to  a  large  city^  which  was 
sarrounded  by  a  wood,  where  they  hahecl 
for  the  purpose  of  resting  themselves.  Some 
horsemen  appeared,  and  Hassan  recognized 
amcmg  them  the  king  of  the  Camphor  is- 
land and  the  Land  of  Birds.  He  dismounted 
as  soon  as  he  saw  Hassan,  and  expressed 
his  joy  at  his  safe  return.  He  then  con- 
ducted him  into  the  ci^,  and  three  days 
were  passed  in  feasting  and  diversions.  Tlie 
king  then  accompanied  him  ten  days'  jour- 
ney, to  the  frontiers  of  his  dominions. 

At  the  expiration  of  another  month  our 
travellers  arrived  at  a  spacious  grotto  witli 
a  gilt  door.  ^*  Seest  thou  this  grotto^  my 
love?"  said  Hassan  to  his  wife ;  ^  this  is  the 
residence  of  the  venerable  shaikh  Abu'l 
Rish,  to  whom  I  am  under  infinite  obliga- 
tion, for  it  was  he  who  procured  me  the 
acquaintance  of  the  king  of  Camphor-land." 
At  that  moment  the  door  of  the  grotto  open- 
ed, and  Abu'l  Rish  came  forth.  Haasan 
immediately  alighted  from  his  horse,  and 
kissed  his  hands.  The  shaikh  expressed  his 
joy  at  Hassan's  happy  return,  and  conducted 
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him  into  tlic  grotto,  where  Hassan  recapi- 
tulated his  adventures  from  begiiniiiifr  lo 
end.  All  at  once  some  one  knocked  at  the 
door  :  who  should  it  be  but  Alxlul-Rodus, 
seated  on  an  elephant  black  as  night.  Abu*l 
Hish  hastened  out  to  assist  him  to  dismount 
from  the  elepluxnt,  and  the  two  shaikhs  em- 
braced. Abdul-Rodus  expressed  the  great- 
est joy  at  seeing  Hassan  once  more,  and  the 
latter  was  obliged  to  begin  his  siorv  over 
ap;ain  from  the  beginning.  *'  My  child,*' 
^aid  Abdul-Rodus,  "  this  venerable  fatlier 
and  I  have  furnished  thee  with  the  means 
of  penetrating  into  the  Wakwak  Islands  and 
recoverincc  thy  wife  ;  now  that  thou  hast  ac- 
complished  thy  purpose,  and  host  no  more 
need  of  the  cap  and  the  rod,  thou  wouldst 
greatly  oblige  us  by  making  us  a  present  of 
tliem.''  Thouirh Hassan  was  at  bottom  averse 
to  parting  with  this  treasure,  still,  on  tlie 
other  hand,  he  was  ashamed  to  refuse  the 
request  of  his  benefactors.  "  With  plea- 
sure," said  he,  after  a  moment's  pause; 
''  but  I  am  still  under  apprehension  of  the 
vengeance   of  my   father-in  law,   the  gieat 
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king  of  the  genii." — "  Fear  not,*'  replied 
the  shaikhs,  *'  we  are  constantly  on  duty 
here  at  the  outposts,  and  answer  for  it  that 
you  shall  not  be  molested."  Hassan,  to 
whom  these  words  imparted  courage,  ac- 
cordingly gave  the  cap  to  Abu'l  Rish ;  *^and 
to  you,"  said  he,  addressing  himself  to  Abdul- 
Rodus,  **  to  you  I  give  the  rod,  if  you  will 
accompany  me  home."  The  two  shaikhs 
were  perfectly  satisfied,  and  the  requisite 
preparations  were  then  made  for  pursuing 
their  journey.  Abdul-Rodus  mounted  a 
great  elephant,  and  rode  before  them  till 
they  came  to  inhabited  countries  with  which 
Hassan  was  acquainted.  He  soon  descried 
the  Mountain  of  Clouds,  and  saw  the  green 
dome  of  the  palace  of  his  sisters.  *'  Re- 
joice,*' said  Abdul-Rodus,  **  this  night  ye 
shall  sleep  in  the  palace  of  my  nieces." 

As  they  approached  the  palace,  the  seven 
sisters  came  forth  to  meet  them.  *^  See,  my 
nieces,"  cried  the  shaikh  to  them,  **  see  if  I 
have  not  done  the  business  properly ;  here  I 
have  brought  you  your  brother  and  his  wife." 

oS 
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The  seven  princesses  were  beside  tlieniselveb 
wiili  jov;  they  knew  not  whom  first  to  em- 
brace,  their  brother  or  his  wife.  This  day 
was  Hke  a  festival  to  all  of  them,  but  espe- 
t'i;!lly  to  tl>e  youngest,  who  was  pre-emi- 
uciiily  Hassan's  sister,  and  she  wept  for  joy 
wlicn  she  spoke  of  the  ihstress  which  her  bro- 
ther's absence  liad  occasioned  her.  "  Since 
tliy  de])arture,''  said  she,  *' I  have  seen  none 
ill  whom  I  did  not  fancy  tliat  I  beheld  tliy 
form ;  even  when  I  closed  mine  eves  I  still 
^aw  thee,  and  it  was  as  if  thou  hadst  taken 
u\)  thy  abode  between  mv  eve-lids  and  tlie 
pupils  of  my  eyes." — "  Sister,"  replied  Has- 
san, ^'  in  this  whole  affair  1  owe  to  no  person 
orcater  obligations  than  to  thee  ;  it  is  to 
ihee  that  I  am  indebted  for  mv  deliverance." 
He  then  related  circumstantially  to  her 
all  that  had  befallen  him  since  he  had  left 
the  palace ;  how  his  wife  had  well  nigh 
perished  through  the  cruelty  of  her  sister, 
and  how  he  had  saved  himself  and  her  bv 
means  of  the  caj)  aiid  rod.  When  lie  had 
finished  his  narrative,  the  youngest  of  the 
sisters  pressed  the  Princess  Nural  Nissa  and 
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hn  childrea  to  her  bosom,  <*  Great  prin- 
ce i"  said  sbe  tP  her»  ^^  did  you  not  than 
tod  in  your  hean  aooie  ^emotions  of  pity^  ou 
leaving  your  husband  in  that  manner  with 
liischUdren  ?'—-♦*  It  wa«  «o  decreed  by  Fate," 
replied  Nmr  el  Nkea*  with  a  smila,  ^'  aiid 
there  are  90  sweets  without  bitters." 

Teu  sacoessive  days  were  spent  in  festi- 
viUeSy  entertauimeaiSy  aud  ^ceursions.  At 
leogtb  the  day  of  d^Mrture  arriyed ;  the  ser 
paratipn  was  painful  to  Hassan  as  well  as  to 
the  prtnceseesy  and  especially  to  theyoungest. 
Abdul-Rodus  then  took  leave  of  Hassan, 
and  thanked  him  cordially  for  the  present 
wUdi  ha  had  made  him  of  the  rod.  The 
eeyen  prtneesses  accompanied  Haasan  and 
his  wife  part  of  the  way.  Oar  travellers 
tbcfi  journeyed  on  two  months  and  ten  days 
beforo  th^  arrired  at  Bagdad  Hassan 
would  not  enter  at  the  great  door  of  his 
house,  but  made  a  circuit,  and  kiiooked  at 
the  private  door  leading  to  the  fieUs.  His 
Mother  had  long  been  afflicted  with  illness, 
occasioned  fay  the  absence  of  har  son  ;  she 
could  aetther  sleep  nor  eat,  but  wept  day 

G  4 
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iiiul    night,  because    she  despaired  that  her 
son  would  ever  return.     Hassan,  as  he  stood 
at  the  door,  heard  her  weeping  and  lament- 
ing.    "  O  mother  !"  he  exclaimed,  "  Fate 
will  make  thee  amends  for  its  cruel tv."     At 
these  words  his  old  mother  hastened  up,  and 
knew  not  whether  she  might  trust  her  ears, 
or   whether   it  was  a   mere   illusion.     She 
opened   the  door,   beheld  her  son  with  hi<? 
wife    and  children,    uttered  a  loud   sliriek, 
and    fell  senseless  to  the  ground.     Hassan 
recalled  her  to  life  bv  his  tears,  mu\  warmed 
her  in  his  arms.     Nur  al  Nissa  ran  up  and 
covered    her  hands,  her  feet,  and  her  head 
with  kisses.    "  Daughter  of  the  great  king," 
said  Hassan's  mother  to  her,  "  forgive  me 
if  I    formed   a    wrong   opinion  of  you." — 
'^  But,   my  son,"  she  resumed,  "  how  hap- 
pens it  that  you  have  been  so  long  absent  ?" 
Hassan  thereupon  related  all  the  extraordi- 
nary and  incredible  things  which  had   be- 
fallen him  since  he  left  his  mother.     "  It  is 
a  pity,  my  son,"  she  then  said,  "  that  thou 
hast  not  kept  the  cap  and  the  rod;  thou 
mightst   then  have  made  the  whole   earth 
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subject  to  thee.  But  God  be  praised  thsi  1 
see  tbee  again  safe  and  sound  with  thy  wife 
and  children." 

Next  day  Hassan  purchased  all  that  wns 
needfiil  to  furnish  the  palace  which  he  inha- 
bited in  the  most  sumptuous  maimer,  toge- 
Uier  with  aj^wrel,  utenals,  and  slaves,  of  sU 
sorts;  and  so  they  lived  happy  and  content, 
and  in  the  enjoyment  of  life  and  the  goods 
of  this  world,  till  they  were  summoned  by 
the  king  of  kings  and  lord  of  lords,  the 
ever-living  God,  to  the  enjoyment  of  eternal 
felici^. 
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MESROUR  AND  HIS  MISTRESS, 
ZEINAL-MEWASSIF. 


In  the  good  old  times  there  lived  a  mer- 
diatit  named  Mesrour,  who  was  in  eaf>y 
drcumstances,  and  fond  of  good  living, 
amusement,  and  pleasure.  He  dreamt  one 
night  that  he  was  in  a  garden,  with  foitr 
birds,  and  a  dove  of  a  brilliant  white.  With 
this  dove  be  was  pardcularly  delighted :.  bii  [ 
a  large  bird  pounced  down  upon  it,  to  snatcli 
it  away  from  him. 

Next  morning  Mesroor  went  out  to  setk 
some  person  who  could  interpret  this  dreatti 
for  him ;  hut  not  finding  any  one,  he  iva^ 
returning  home,  when  he  heard  a  plainii\  e 
voice,  in  a  great  house  by  which  he  passed, 
singing  as  follows : — 


i 
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'^  The  fragrant  perfume  of  morning  re- 
'*  freshes  the  sick  heart.  I  said  to  lier :  *  I 
"  '  conjure  thee,  by  God,  hast  thou  ever 
**  '  seen  any  passion  that  equals  mine  ?  A 
**  '  gazelle  of  delicate  shape  hath  captivated 
"  '  my  reason.  The  elegance  of  her  figure 
^'  '  surpasses  that  of  the  branches  of  the 
"  '  tree  Mvrobalan.'  " 

Mesrour  peeped  inquisitively  in  at  the 
door,  which  stood  half  open,  and  beheld  a 
superb  garden,  where,  on  scarlet  carpets, 
surrounded  bv  four  slaves,  was  seated  a 
beauty  of  fourteen.  Her  eyes  were  pierc- 
ing, her  eyebrows  glossy,  and  her  mouth 
was  shaped  like  Solomon's  ring.  Attracted 
by  lier  charms,  Mesrour  approached  and 
saluted  her.  With  inexpressible  suavity  she 
returned  his  salutation.  Mesrour  looked 
round,  and  perceived  nothing  but  beds  of 
flowers,  shady  bowers  of  jessamine  and 
roses,  and  small  arbours.  It  was  necessary 
to  pass  through  three  colonnades  before  one 
could  reach  the  house  itself,  which  was  situ- 
ated on  the  other  side  of  the  garden.     Over 


the  first  of  these  colonnades  was  thU  in- 
scription : — 

^^  May  sorrow  never  enter  this  house,  to 
afflict  its  master !  May  this  bouse  ne%'er 
be  too  small  to  receive  friends !" 

Over  the  second  was  inscribed  what  fol- 
lows : — 

'^  May  happiness  attend  thee,  O  house, 
so  long  as  the  branches  of  the  trees  re- 
sound with  the  harmonious  songs  of  birds ! 
May  thine  inmates  be  happy  while  the 
stars  continue  to  shine." 

Over  the  third  was  to  be  read  the  feUow- 
ing:— 

<^  Mayst  thou,  O  house,  be  conttnually 
honoured,  as  well  when  thy  walls  reflect 
the  brilliance  of  the  sun,  as  when  they 
are  wrapped  in  the  shades  of  nighL" 

After  Mesrour  had  surveyed  all  this,  the 
fair  one  said  to  him.  ^^  What  has  induced 
you  to  enter  a  house  that  is  not  your  own  ?'' 
«  I  was  attracted,"  answered  Mesrour,  "  by 
the  beauty  of  this  garden,  which  I  beheld 
through  the  half-open  door ;  permit  me  to 
take    a    closer  survey  of  its   wonders.''^— 
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*'  Most  willingly,"  replied  she,  in  an  ex- 
quisitely sweet  lone.  Enraptured  by  her 
charms,  he  burst  forth  into  the  following 
extempore  effusion ;  — 

"  I  have  beheld  the  young  moon  hidden 
"  behind  the  jessamines  and  the  fragrant 
"  shrubs  of  the  ofarden. 

"  I  have  seen  the  myrtle  spray,  concealed 
''  among  violets,  diffuse  its  perfume  far 
"  around. 

'"•  O  garden  !  her  beauty  eclipses  thine ! 
''  all  the  flowers  bend  their  heads  before 
^'  her." 

When  Zeinal-niewassif  (for  that  was  the 
name  of  the  fair  lady)  heard  this  declaration 
of  love,  moved  to  the  bottom  of  her  soul, 
she  answered  in  verses  which  gave  Mesrour 
liopcs  :  though,  according  to  the  words,  they 
expressed  the  very  reverse.  Mesrour  ate 
and  chatted  with  her  till  the  night  was  far 
advanced.  "  Mesrour,"  said  she,  "  I  want 
some  amusement — will  you  play  a  game  at 
chess  with  me  ?"  A  chess-board,  inlaid  with 
ebony  and  ivory,  was  brought,  and  the  chess- 
men to  whicli  were  of  gold  and  silver.   "  Will 
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you  have  the  red  or  the  white  V*  she  askecL 
*'  Take  the  red,  madam,"  replied  Mesrour ; 
**  red  is  the  colour  of  the  gazelle,  which  suits 
you  in  so  many  respects.'* — "  It  may  be  so," 
rejoined  she,  and  began  to  arrange  her  men. 
During  the  game,  Mesroi\r  was  quite  be- 
side himself  when  he  observed  the  beauty  of 
her  fingers.      Such  well-proportioned  and 
delicately-shaped  hands  he  had  never  yet 
beheld  in  all  his  life.  "  Ah  !"  he  exclaimed, 
*^  how  dangerous  it  is  to  play  chess  against 
such  fingers !" — "  Take  care,"  said  she  to 
him,  "  or  you  will  lose  the  game.     Check 
the  king  ! — check  the  king  !    You're  check- 
mate !" 

When  the  lady  saw  that  her  visitor  had 
not  the  command  over  himself,  she  said  to 
him :  "  We  must  play  a  game  for  a  specific 
sum,  that  you  may  be  more  attentive.  If 
you  lose,  you  shall  pay  me  ten  dinars ;  if  yoy 
win,  you  shall  get  nothing." — "  So  be  it," 
replied  Mesrour,  and  they  again  arranged 
their  men.  A  veil,  made  of  stufi^  of  gold, 
covered  the  face  of  Zeinal-mewassif :  she 
now  lifted  it  up,  and  exhibited  herself  to 
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Mebiour's  view,  resplendent  iis  a  pillar  of 
liilht.  Mesrour  could  not  turn  his  eves 
tVoni  lier  face;  he  no  longer  knew  what  he 
was  about,  and  took  the  golden  chessmen, 
iii>it.ad  of  the  silver  ones  which  were  his. 
He  lost  ixame  after  fjame.  "  Oh  !"  said 
Zeinal-niewassif,  "'  I  must  teach  vou  to  be 
atio.itlve:  after  this  time  the  game  shall  be 
for  one  hundred  dinars."  Mesrour,  how- 
ever, played  no  better  for  that;  he  kept 
eontini.ally  losing  till  morning,  when  he 
look  his  leave  for  the  purpose  of  fetching 
monov.  On  his  return  he  bei^ijed  liis  fair 
aniaconist  to  i^ive  him  a  cliance  of  retrievinir 
Iv.s  fortune :  and  when  his  monev  wiis  all 
Coiu\  he  >taked  and  lost  his  house,  his  gar- 
lic iis,  his  slaves — in  short,  all  he  was  worth, 
to  the  last  tarthiniX. 

•'  Mesrour,"  hereupon  said  Zeinal- 
^.le^^a^sif  to  hinu  •'  I  should  not  like  vou  to 
repent  having  made  mv  acquaintance.  Here 
:>  all  \our  property  again;  you  shall  not 
fix  i  regret  on  my  account." — "  I  ivpenl  it 
no:/*  answered  Mesrour;  "mistress  of  mv 

• 

>ou];    if  you   were    to    require   my   life,   I 
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should  deem  myself  too  happy  to  sacrifice  it 
for  you." — "  Go,  then,"  rejoioed  Zeiniil- 
mewsssi^  "  and  fetch  a  ootjiry,  that  he  mav 
draw  up  ID  due  form  of  law  a  deed  of  gift  of 
yoar  pnrpeny."  Mesrour  went  and  fetchi^d 
a  notary.  No  sooner  had  &e  latter  set 
eyes  on  the  beautiful  fingers  of  the  fiiir 
Zeinal-mewafisi^  than  the  pen  well  ni<^li 
dropped  from  his  hand.  At  length,  ho^^- 
ever,  he  iinidied  the  deed  of  gii^  to  whicli 
two  witnesses  affixed  their  seals. 

^  Now,"  said  Zeinal-mewftseif,  ^  now  you 
may  go."  Mesrour  poured  forth  a  long  cHii- 
uon,  which,  in  fact,  was  but  a  poetic  nariii- 
tive  of  bis  own  adventure.  "  Let  rhyming 
alone,"  said  Zeinal-mewassif,  "  and  ikisv 
get  yourself  a  little  plain  prosaic  commoji 
sense.  You  have  completely  ruined  yoiu- 
self  at  chen;  now  go  home." — "  Only  one 
game  more !"  cried  Mesrour.  "  And  hnw 
are  you  to  pay?"  otyected  Zeinaj-mewassif. 
"  I  have  friends,"  replied  Mesrour,  "  who 
will  lend  me  money." — "  But  do  you  kno»," 
rejoined  the  lady,  **  that  the  game  which 
you  are  desirous  of  playing  with  me  mii~t 
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be  for  a  high  stake.  I  shall  not  play  for 
Uvss  than  four  bags  of  musk,  four  pounds  of 
amber,  four  hundred  dinars  iind  four  hun- 
dred pieces  of  rich  stuffs.  Bring  ine  these, 
and  then  we  will  talk  about  another  game." 

Mesrour  instantly  withdrew  to  collect 
these  treasures.  Zeinal-mewassif,  who  doubt- 
ed that  he  would  still  obtain  credit  in  the 
market,  sent  her  female  slave  Hubub  after 
him  to  watch  his  proceedings.  Mesrour 
perceived  her,  and  inquired  why  she  fol- 
lowed him.  IShe  confessed  the  truth :  and 
he.  on  his  part,  acknowk^dged  to  her  that  he 
despaired  of  being  able  to  procure  by  any 
means  what  was  required  of  him.  The  slave 
was  moved  by  iiis  tears,  and  promised  to  do 
her  utmost  to  enable  him  to  accomplisli  his 
purpose  with  Zeinal-mewassif. 

On  her  return  to  her  mistress,  she  began 
to  speak  in  behalf  of  Mesrour,  and  repre- 
sented that  it  was  right  he  should  not  Ix; 
dismissed  so  unceremoniously,  after  he  had 
been  plundered  of  his  all.  Zeinal-mewassif 
considered  for  a  moment,  then  called  for  ink 
and  paper,  and  wrote  to  Mesrour,  desiring 
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him  not  lo  give  himself  any  more  trouble 
about  the  stake  for  the  game ;  to  come  in  the 
evening,  when  she  would  give  him  back  his 
whole  property,  and  play  a  game  with  him 
into  the  bargain. 

Hubub  was  the  bearer  of  this  note.  She 
found  Mesrour  in  tears,  and  bewailing  his 
wretched  fate.  He  now  passed  in  a  moment 
from  extreme  grief  to  extreme  joy. 

Zeinal-mewassif  was  meanwhile  engaged 
at  her  toilet.  She  put  on  a  tunic  made 
entirely  of  cloth  of  gold ;  on  her  head  she 
wore  a  silver  plate,  over  which  was  placed  a 
diadem  of  pearls,  that  was  tied  behind,  and 
the  two  ends  of  the  riband  hung  down  over 
her  shoulders,  and  at  the  extremity  of  each 
there  was  a  ruby  of  prodigious  size.  Her 
hair  was  perfumed  with  musk,  aloe,  and 
amber.  '^  God  preserve  you  thus,  and  keep 
you  from  the  eye  of  the  seducer !"  said 
Hubub,  her  waiting-woman,  to  her;  and  at 
the  same  time  she  paid  her  several  other 
compliments  in  verse,  for  which  her  mistress 
thanked  her,  and  then  went  to  receive  Mes- 
rour, who  had  already  arrived. 


',  'r*2       Mz^';  >rR  .WD  his  misirkns, 

"  i*   :t   she:"  lie  exclaimed,   *'  or  is  it  one 

:"  -.u    houri^  o\   pa  rat  1  i  <e  y*'     She  then  or- 

.:^-..:   ::.e  :;/:>ie  to  he   laid.     A    table    was 

.".    ^   *.   :he  to]^  composed  of  a  single  piece 

*   >       .-.  t>!i   which   were  engraven  various 

-:  .    ::v    <    in   verse.     Thev   ate   toijether, 

..•':cr    tlu  V  IkuI     tinished    eatin<j    thev 

.::.::   %i   >:nir   and  to  drink.     '•  Mesrour," 

-  .   .  /./:...-.'>: \v:i><ii',   ••  vou  have  iust  eaten 
:   :   V    1 -'...J   aiul   :nv   salt  :     vou    are   mv 

•  •mm 

J  ..<.    :\.'.r    rvt  iliat    I    will  rob  vou  of  the 

ft 

-  -'  •    1-:  :    !'t  :   I   will  ixivevou  back  all  vour 

r     •/:   :. ."' — *•  iW    hvaveii."    said   lier  >lave 
::     ,    \^    ..  :.    :^    |^;^]^    j.;,^^^    jjj^^  y^^j   bhould 

\^      :^  '>:  so::uv\  hat  more  jii^t:  and  if  vou 

.-  •-:     '  .    tv^    c.^T^tLiot  vourself  as  vou  have 

:  -^riv'  .".    :^t\    I    <wear    to  vou  that    I  will 

\.   -:/-\    ..-•..  :!ur    nijht    in   vour  house." — 

**  \  .  ;     v\ ,         \^v   wt!i  !"    replied   Zeinal- 

.  •- v>  •".  ••  I  n  '•  dv  \vi^.at  thou  desi rest,  niv 

v*c  .-   i'i...v.>:   '^ai  ?>.ow  ^jo  and  fetch  us  some 

Tev  ibv-ri  U.}  to  drinkinor  aijain,  anil 
\L<,v"*ar  dcv.ai'ntHl  a  long  extempore  piece, 
>x*  u">.  >>a<  a  ^Mr.liiHiation  of  his  versified  nar- 
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rative  of  bis  adventures.     Zeinal^mewassif 
was  so  enchanted  with  these  verses,  that  she 

led  Mesrour  into  her  cabinet,  and  there 

played  with  hnn  the  game  she  had  promised. 
**  My  dear  Mesrour,"  said  she,  "  my  person 
and    my  property    belong  jnstly  to    you, 
henceforward  we  possess  every    thing    in 
oommon.     Here  is  yonr  deed  of  gift — take 
all  back  again.     I  was  only  curious  to  see 
your  garden  if  you  possess  one.**—"  I  cer- 
tainly have  one,*'  replied  Mesrour,  "  and 
what  a  beautiful  garden !"     He  therefore 
took  her  with  her  slaves  to  the  house,  where 
fresh    feasting  and    merrimaking    ensued. 
Here  Zeinal^mewassif  sang,  while  she  ac- 
companied herself  upon  the  lute,  the  follow- 
ing words : — 

**  The  harmony  of  the  voice  and  of  the 
"  lute  embellishes  the  familiar  interviews 
**  of  lovers,  as  the  breeze  of  morning  em- 
"  bellishes  the  commencement  of  a  fine 
"  day.  Harmony  penetrates  the  heart  and 
*^  rends  all  veils.  The  signification  of 
"  words  is  reflected  in  the  tones  of  music,  as 
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'•  ihe  511C  is   ret^.ected   bv    the  luminan'  of 


'*  N\'w  let  us  hear  something  of  voun>  !" 
?.^.i  Zcii.al-inewasiif  to  Mesrour.    He  there- 

•*  We  tniov  ourselvfS  over  the  bottle  and 
.*  :'.;.  Iiite  in  the  midst  of  the  garden.  Tlie 
*•  r.c:e5  of  the  turtle-doves  accompany  our 
*•  >:::_">:  the  branches  of  the  trees  bow  down 
••  ij:d  lend  us  an  aittrntive  ear." 

H'.  :hc::  abai.Joneil  himself  to  his  poetic 
.i.r-^^'.r.ition,  and  the  verses  poured  in  pro- 
:\:f:on  till  moniinir  from  his  lips. 

•  Mcsrour."  at  lenjith  said  the  ladv,  ^'  I 
>:c  :Lc  tint  of  da.vn  alreadv  on  the  horizon; 
::  >  i;:!ic  lor  me  lo  depart,  that  I  may  not 
f-:rr.i>h  occa^:on  for  scandal."  With  these 
\  ores  slie  ro<e,  and  Mesrour  attended  her 
i  cn.c. 

In  tlu>  manner  thcv  led  for  some  time  a 
most  delicious  life,  till  Zeinal-mewassif  re- 
ceivevl  a  letter  from  her  husband — for  she 
was  married — in  which  he  aiuiounced  his 
speetly  return.  *'  What's  to  be  done,  Mes- 
rour ?"    said  she,    **  here  is   my   dolt   of  a 
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husband  eoming  home  to  spoil  all  our  sport. 
What  course  shall  we  pursue?' — "  That  I 
leave  you  to  devise,'*  said  Mesrour ;  <*  in 
cnnmng  and  stratagem  women  are  always 
more  than  a  raatdi  for  men.** — <^  He  is  a 
metokf  jealous  wretch,"  she  continued,  ^^and 
I  see  no  other  method  for  you  to  obtain  access 
to  our  house,  but  to  give  yourself  out  for  a 
dealer  in  colours  and  perfumes,  which  you 
must  offer  him  for  sale.  But  take  particular 
care  not  to  contradict  him." 

The  husband  came^  and  was  exceedingly 
astonished  to  find  that  liis  wife  was  turned 
quite  yellow.  The  &ct  was,  that  she  had 
made  herself  yellow  by  washing  herself  with 
saffron  and  other  colouring  matters.  ^  My 
anxiety  about  you  since  you  have  been  gone," 
said  she  to  him,  **  has  thrown  me  into  an 
illness,  which  threat^is  to  destroy  me.  O 
my  dear  husband  P*  At  obntinued,  in  a 
whining  tone,  but  withdnit  shedding  a  tear, 
^  do  not  travel  again  irithout  an  attendant, 
that  I  may  not  be  in  sudi  continual  uneasi^ 
ness  respecting  you.**-*^  Too  are  right,  my 
dearest  wife^**  rejplied  die  husband ;  ^  cheer 
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up,  and  be  assured  that  in  future  I  will  do 
nothing  but  what  I  know  to  be  agreeable  to 
thee."     He   thereupon  embraced  her,  and 
went  to  his  shop.     Here  Mesrour  was  al« 
readv  waitinnf  to  introduce  himself  to  his  ac. 
quaintance,  and  to  offer  him  colours  at  a 
low  price.     Zeinal-mewassirs  husband,  won 
by  his  prepossessing  manner,  proposed,  a  few 
days  afterwards,  to  take  him  into  partner- 
ship, if  he  could  advance  a  sufficient  capital. 
Mesrour  replied,    that   this  proposal  coin- 
cided with  his  wishes,   and  they  thereupon 
concluded  a  contract  to  that  effect.  Towards 
evening  Zeinal-mewassirs  husband  took  his 
new  partner  to  his  house,  and  announced 
him  as  such  to  his  wife.     The  latter  was  de- 
lighted at  this  (for  she  knew  that  it  could 
be  no  other  than  her  gallant),  and  imme- 
diately made  preparations  for  supper.  "  Now 
come  with  me,"  said  her  husband  to  her, 
"  and  pay  thy  compliments  to  my  partner.'* 
— "  What !"  replied  she,  "  would  you  have 
me  shew  myself  to  a  stranger  ?  God  forbid  ! 
I  would  rather  submit  to  be  cut  into  a  thou- 
sand pieces." — "  Thou  earnest  thy  delicacy 


to  excess,''  rejoined  the  husband :  ^^  he  ift  • 
Chrisdan^  and  we  are  Jew&"-*-<^  What  is  It 
that  thou  requirest  of  me  ?  To  shew  my  &ce 
to  a  stranger  I — I,  who  am  ashamed  even  to 
shew  myself  to  you !"     The  husband  was 
oveijoyed  that  he  had  so  chaste  and  so  re- 
served a  wife ;  and  Zeinal-mewassif  made  him 
drag  her  by  force  to  greet  his  new  partner. 
The  latter,  too,  counterfeited  innocence,  eoat 
down  his  eyes,  and  did  not  once  venture  to 
raise   them  to  his  mistress.     They  ate  to- 
gether, and  after  supper  Mesrour  retired, 
full  of  secret  vexation  at  being  obliged  to 
leave  his  mistress  alone  with  her  husband. 
The  latter,  however,  soon  began  to  conceive 
some  suspicion.    There  was  a  bird  in  the 
house,  which  had  manifested  great  fondness 
for  Mesrour  as  an  old  acquaintance,  but 
took  no  notice  whatever  of  its  master,  who 
had,  from  long  absence,  become  quite  a 
stranger  to  iu   This  made  the  Jew  thought 
fill,  and  he  became  still  more  so  when  he 
heard  his  wife,  who  slept  in  the  same  bed 
with  hkn,  talk  in  her  sl^p  of  nothiog  but 
Mesrour.   Without  betraying  his  >  suspicion, 
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he  asked  his  partner,  the  following  day,  to 
take  soup  with  him.  He  conducted  him  to 
his  house,  and  called  his  wife  to  come  and 
salute  her  guest.  "  I  beg  thee  to  excuse 
me,"  replied  she ;  "  what  have  I  to  do  with 
this  stranger  ?"  In  short,  he  was  obliged  to 
bring  her  almost  by  force  to  dinner. 

The  bird  caressed  Mesrour,  without  seem- 
ing to  recognize  its  old  master.     The  suspi- 
cions of  the  latter  were  confirmed  by  this 
circumstance,  and  still  more  by  the  tender 
looks  which  he  caught  the  lovers  exchang- 
ing with  each  other.      "  I  will  go  out  for  a 
moment,"   said  he,  ^^  and  call  my  kinsmen, 
in  order  to  introduce  you  to  them  as  my 
partner."    With  these  words  he  retired :  but 
instead  of  going  out,  he  slipped  up  by  a 
private  staircase  to  a  closet  that  had  a  lat- 
tice window,  which  overlooked  the  apart- 
ment where  he  had  left  the  lovers,   and 
whence  he  could  see  all  that  passed  without 
being  seen  himself.     Zeinal-mewassif  called 
her  slave,  and  ordered  her  to  lock  the  door, 
and  to  give  her  notice  when  her  husband 
was  returning.     She  thereupon  took  a  bowl^ 
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in  whicb  she  dissolved  musk  in  rose-water, 
and  rising,  drank  to  the  health  of  Mesrour. 
**  The  dew  of  thy  lips,"  said  she,  **  is  more 
delicious  than  this  drink."     She  then  sprin- 
kled him  with  rose-water  firom  head  to  foot. 
The  husband,  who  saw  all  this,  was  ready  to 
burst  with  jealousy  and  rage.     He  instantly 
went  down  stairs,  and  appeared  at  the  door 
of  the  room,  which  he  found  locked.     The 
slave  came  and  opened  it,  and  the  deluded 
husband  entered  with  a  smiling  countenance, 
concealing  his  chagrin  as  well  as  he  could, 
and  very  politely  b^ged  Mesrour  to  come 
soon  to  see  him  again.    He  could  not  make 
up  his  mind  how  to  act  in  this  afiPair.  Should 
he  affect  to  know  nothing  about  the  matter  ? 
Should  he  tell  his  wife  that  he  had  discover- 
ed her  tricks?    Both  these  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding would  have  great  inconveniences. 
At  length  he  resolved  to  remove  her  out  of 
the  way  by  a  journey.  He  produced  a  forged 
letter,  in  whi<Sb  some  of  his  kinsmen  uigent- 
ly  intreated  him  to  come  to  them  in  person, 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  an  important 
business  to  a  conclusion.    "  How  long  then 
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shall  thou  be  absent,  my  clear  husband  ?'* 
said  she  to  him.  "  Twelve  days  at  farthest," 
replied  he.  *'  Ah  !  what  a  long  time  that 
is  !"  she  rejoined;  "  these  journeys  of  thine 
will  yet  drive  me  to  despair." — "  No,  my 
love,  that  they  shall  not:  thou  mavst  <xo 
with  me  if  thou  hast  a  mind.  I  have  already 
given  all  the  necessary  directions  to  that 
edect." 

This  intelligence  was  a  thunder-clap  to 
Zeinal-mcwassif.       She  innuediatelv  sent  to 
inform  Mesrour  of  it,  and  communicated  to 
him  her  apprehensions  that  her  husband  had 
probably  formed  a  plan  for  separating  them 
for  ever.     At  the  same  time  she  did  her  ut- 
most to  get  excused  from  the  journey:    but 
finding  it  impossible  to  accomplish  her  end, 
she  caused  her  things  to  be  packed  up,  and 
as  she  had  no  opportunity  of  speaking  to 
Mesrour,  she  took  a  pen  and  covered  the 
walls,   and  more  especially  the  dooi^s  of  the 
house,    witli    inscriptions    in   verse,    which 
were  so  many  fond  lamentations  addressed 
to  Mesrour. 

As  she  mounted  her  camel  she  apostro 
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plused  the  house,  by  wajj  as  it  were^  of  bid- 
ding adieu  to  it.  ^  Take  not  leave  of 
cor  house,"  said  her  husband  to  her,  <^  thou 
shalt  soon  see  it  again,  God  willing."  Zein- 
al-mewassif  was  nevertheless  fully  aware 
how  little  she  could  rely  on  these  words, 
and  she  saw  but  too  clearly  that  she  was  to 
be  parted  ibr  ever  from  her  lover. 

Tlie  latter  was  meanwhile  thrown  into 
despair,  by  the  intelligence  which  his  mis- 
tress gave  him  of  her  approaching  departure. 
He  hoped  to  get  a  sight  of  her  once  more,  but 
when  he  reached  her  house  i^e  was  already 
gone.  He  wfdked  through  the  apartments 
of  the  house^  and  fiunted  on  reading  the 
rarious  inscriptions  on  every  doon 

When  he  had  come  to  himself  again,  he 
hastened  after  the  camel  that  carried  his  mis- 
tress, and  actually  overtook  the  train,  at 
the  head  of  which  rode  Zeinal-mewassirs 
husband,  while  she  was  the  last  of  the  cara^ 
van.  Mesrour  embraced  the  chair  in  which 
she  sat,  and  laying  fast  hold  of  it,  he  gave 
vent  to  the  most  impetuous  ebullitions  of  his 
passion.    **  For  heaven's  sake,"  said  Zeinal- 
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mewassif,  "  turn  back,  before  my  crabl)cd 
liusband  sets  eyes  upon  thee  !'*  These 
words  made  no  impression  on  Mesrour  ;  he 
continued  to  walk  along  by  her  chair,  and 
breathed  forth  the  ardour  of  his  passion  in 
burning  verses  to  the  following  effect : 

"  The  crier  of  the  caravan  gave  the  sig- 
*'  nal  for  departure  in  the  obscurity  of  nighty 
*'  before  the  breath  of  morning  animated  the 
''  vales.  The  camels  fall  on  their  knees ;  they 
''  are  loaded  with  the  baggage ;  the  travellers 
*'  mount  their  beasts*  Alas  !  they  are  gone, 
*•  and  have  left  me  behind  to  trace  their  foot- 
•'  steps  !  I  follow  them  afar  off,  and  bedew 
*'  the  dust  with  my  tears." 

At  length  Zeinal-mewassif  by  her  tearj? 
and  iutreaties  prevailed  on  Mesrour  to 
return  home,  and  not  needlessly  expose 
lii nisei f  to  the  vengeance  of  her  husband. 
He  covered  her  hand  with  kisses  and  tears, 
and  when  he  tore  himself  away  from  her 
cliuir  he  fell  into  a  long  swoon. 

When  he  had  come  to  himself  again,  and 
no  longer  beheld  the  caravan,  nor  could 
]Krceive  any  thing  round  about  him  but  the 
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wind,  which  blew  from  the  direction    in 
which  it  had  gone,  he  exclaimed : 

*^  Come,  O  nighty  and  cool  my  burning 
**  cheeks !  Come  and  re-animate  the  flame  of 
"  my  heart ! 

<'  She  is  gone»  but  my  heart  is  with  her; 
^  it  is  transfixed  by  the  spurs  which  goad  the 
*^  camels. 

*<  O  breath  of  morning,  thou  art  mingled 
**  with  her  breath  !  Hath  she  not  conunanded 
« thee  to  dry  my  tears,  and  to  warm  my 
"  limbs,  congealed  to  ice  by  her  departure  I" 

At  the  first  stage,  Zeinal-mewassif  wrote 
to  Mesrour,  to  comfort  and  assure  him  of 
her  everlasting  love.  She  dispatched  this 
letter  by  one  of  her  female  slaves,  who 
brought  back  the  answer.  The  husband 
remarking  this  correspondence^  deemed  it 
advisable  to  remove  his  wife  to  a  still  greater 
distance  from  her  lover.  The  place  where 
he  at  first  intended  to  settle  was  only  ten 
days'  journey  from  that  where  Mesrour 
resided :  he  therefore  travelled  twenty  days' 
journey  farther,  so  that  there  was  a  distance 
of  a  month's  journey  between  them. 
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Mesrour  had  meanwhile  no  rest,  either 
night  or  day.  His  mistress  appeared  to 
him  in  a  dream — he  was  h:ippy  with  her: 
but  when  he  awoke,  and  the  ilhision  was 
dispelled,  he  would  exclaim: 

'•  Hail,  phantom  that  visitest  me  in  the 
"  d:  rkness  of  night,  and  coolest  the  fire  of 
"  my  passion  ! 

*'  L  awake  weeping,  and  the  dear  delusion 
*'  vanishes. 

"  Ah  !  dreams  are  a  real  felicitv  for  uu- 
"  fortunate  lovers ;  they  sooth  under  the 
"  torments  of  passion. 

"  She  spoke  with  me,  she  smiled  on  me, 
"  she  scolded  me,  she  caressed  me — I  printed 
^'  a  kiss  upon  her  cheeks. 

*'  She  raises  me  bv  her  hiiihest  favour  to 
**  the  pinnacle  of  happiness,  and,  alas  !  I 
"  awake  bathed  in  tears  !" 

He  mostly  spent  the  day  in  the  house  of 
his  mistress.  As  it  was  deserted,  the  soli- 
tude by  which  he  was  surrounded  served 
only  to  augment  his  grief,  for  he  was  here 
reminded  of  all  the  pleasiu'es  which  he  had 
enjoyed   within   those  walls.     Absorbed  in 


KEINAL-MEWASSIF.  155 

sacb  melanchc^y  reflectionsy  he  heard  a 
TBven  which  had  built  its  nest  on  the  roof 
of  the  house,  and  immediately  exclaimed : 

<<  O  raven,  what  wouldst  thou  do  in  the 
^  house  of  my  beloved  I  Wilt  thou  in  thy 
**  doleful  notes  deplore  my  unhappy  pas- 
"  sion  ? 

*'  Ah !  ah  !  a  fire  consumes  me.  Echo  ! 
<^  and  thy  harsh  voice^  incessantly  repeat, 
*«  Ah  !  ah  !" 

One  day  he  found  in  the  house  the  sister 
of  Zeinal-mewassif,  to  whom  the  intrigue  of 
the  latter  with  Mesrour  was  not  unknown. 
She  strove  to  comfort  him — ^but  her  words, 
instead  of  drjringhis^ars,  caused  them  to 
flow  still  more  profusely.  ''  How  can  you," 
said  he  to  her,  '*how  can  you  desire  me  to 
be  of  good  cheer  ?  Ah  !  why  am  I  not  a 
bird,  that  I  might  fly  away  to  her !'' — 
*^  Nevertheless,"  said  the  sister,  '<  the  only 
remedy  you  have  left  is  patience/'  Mesrour 
begged  her  to  take  charge  of  a  letter  to 
Zeinal-mewassif :  the  sister  promised  she 
would,  and  Mesrour  wrote  a  most  affecting 
epistle.    The  sister  sealed  the  letter  with  a 
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ileal,  which  was  impressed  upon  a  water 
Tuade  of  musk  and  amber,  and  then  gave  it 
lo  a  merchant,  requesting  him  to  deliver  it 
either  to  Zeinal-mewassif  herself  or  to  her 
trusty  slave- 
When  Zeinal-mewassif  received  this  letter 
^he  pressed  it  to  her  eyes,  bedewed  it  with 
her  tears,  and  wrote  an  answer  that  was  not 
less  tender.  When,  however,  her  husband 
discovered  that  the  correspondence  was  kept 
up,  in  spite  of  the  increase  of  the  distance  to 
a  month's  journey,  he  resolved  to  remove 
still  tlirther,  and  gave  orders  for  packing  up. 
''  But  how  much  farther  shall  we  travel  ?' 
asked  Zeinal-mewassrf.  "  To  the  world's 
end,  if  needful,"  answered  her  husband, 
"  that  a  stop  may  be  put  to  your  charming 
correspondence.  We  will  see  whether 
Mesrour  will  come  to  thy  assistance,  strum- 
pet as  thou  art.  But  in  the  first  place  I 
will  secure  thee  and  thy  slaves,  who  are  no 
better  than  their  mistress.  Ho,  there  !  fetch 
a  blacksmith  !"  He  thereupon  stripped  his 
wife  of  her  costly  apparel,  and  after  he  had 
put  on  her  the  ordinary  garb  of  a  slave,  he 


desired  the  blacksmith  to  come  in.  <<  Put 
me,"  said  the  husband  to  him,  ^*  put  me 
chains  about  the  legs  of  these  three  women*" 
— *^  How  have  they  deserved  this  punish- 
ment?" asked  the  smith.  ^^  They  are  three 
roguish  slaves,"  answered  the  Jew,  '*  who 
robbed  me  and  then  ran  away/' 

The  smith  bit  his  fingers  when  he  saw 
how  beautiful  Zeinal-mewassif  was.  He 
fastened  a  small  ring  round  each  1^,  and 
put  her,  as  well  as  the  two  slaves,  in  fetters* 
The  beau^  of  Zeinal-mewassif  made,  how- 
ever,  such  an  im[Mression  upon  him,  that  he 
thus  expressed  himself: 

^  Would  that  these  chains  might  press 
^  you  who  have  presumed  to  load  such  lovely 
<<  1^  with  them.  Were  you  to  do  right,  you 
^  would  encircle  them  with  rings  of  gold  and 
''not  of  iron* 

*'  How  great  soever  her  fault,  I  am  con- 
''  vinced  that  she  will  be  solemnly  acquitted 
when  she  appears   before  the  judge   of 
judges." 

The  house  of  the  judge  of  this  town  was 
situated  close  to  that  of  the  blacksmith ;  and 
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when    the  judge    heard  the  smith    singing 
these  verses,  he  sent  for  him  and  asked  him 
the  meaning  of  them.     The  smith  then  en- 
tered into  a  very  circumstantial  description 
of  the  beautv  of  Zcinal-mewassif,  and  the 
torments    inflicted   on    her    by    her   brutxil 
husband.     The  iudijc  ordered  the  beautiful 
slave  to  be  brought  before  liim,  that  justice 
might  be  done  her.     The  blacksmith  cheer- 
fiillv  undertook  this  commission,  and  went 
back  to  the  house  of  the  Jew :  but  he  found 
it  locked  up,  as  the  Jew  was  just  gone  out. 
He  heard  Zeinal-mewassif,  who  was  in    the 
house,   singing.     "Open  the  door!"  cried 
he,  at  the  same  time  knocking  at  it.     "  How 
can  I  open  it?"  replied  she,   "  the  Jew  has 
taken  the  key   with  him." — "  I    will  open 
the  door  with  a  picklock,"  replied  the  smith, 
'•  and  then  I  will  take  vou  to  the  iudije." — 
"  How   can   I    appear  before   the    judge," 
rejoined   Zeinal-mewassif,    "  in     this    hair 
garment,    which  stinks    of    brimstone  ?" — 
*'  Nonsense  !"  cried  the  smith:  "  the  judge 
will  not  care  for  that ;  only  come  along  !" 
He  tliereupon  opened  the  door,  broke  the 
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irons  that  he  had  put  about  her  legs,  and 

conducted  her  to  the  judge.     There  she 

stripped  off  her  hair  garment,  went  into  the 

bath  to  wash  herself,  and  thus  take  away  the 

smell  and  colour  of  the  brimstone,  with  which 

her  husband  had  out  of  malice  impregnated 

the  garment,  and  put  on  a  fine  silk  dress. 

Her    husband,   most    fortunately  for  her, 

was  that  very  day  invited  to  the  house  of 

one   of  his  friends,  a   merchant,    and  she 

had    the    finest  opportunity  to   bathe,  to 

make  her  toilet,  and  to  go  to  the  judge, 

who  received  her  very  favourably.     She  ac^ 

quainted  him  with  the  base  behaviour   of 

the  Jew,  and  the  noble  conduct  of  the  smith. 

The   judge  thereupon  asked  whether  the 

Jew  was  her  husband,  and  what  religion  she 

professed.     She  replied  that  she  was  not 

married  to  him,  and  that  she  professed  the 

Mahometan  religion.   She  was  then  required 

to  repeat  her  creed  to  the  judge,  who  after^ 

wards  asked  what  could  have  induced  her 

to   pass  her  juvenile  years  with    a    Jew« 

^'  You  must  know,  judge  of  the  faithful,'' 

replied  she,   '*  that  my  father  put  fifteen 
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thousand  dinars  into  the  hands  of  this  Jew, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  trade  jointly 
with  liim.     When  my  father  died,  the  Jew 
endeavoured  to  compel  me  to  embrace  his 
reli<i;ion  and   to  marry  him.     Offended    by 
my  stedfast  refusal,  he  disappeared  sudden- 
ly with  the  money  which  was  entrusted  to  his 
care.     I   inquired  him  out,  and  at   length 
found  him  in  the  town  of  Aden.     I  desired 
him  to  account  to  me  for  my  money.     He 
answered  that  it  was  employed  in  his  business, 
and  at  the  same  time  he  secured  my  person, 
put  me  in  irons,  and  has  never  ceased  since 
to  torment  me."  The  judge  thereupon  asked 
the  slave,  Hubub,  whether   Zeinal-mewassif 
was  her  mistress,  and  whether  she  had  told 
the  truth.      The  latter  confirmed  it  all,  and 
the  judge  swore  that  he  would  release  her 
from  the  base  Jew,   and  force  him  to  refund 
her  money.     Transported  with  her  charms, 
he  offered   her  at   the  same  time  his  hand ; 
she  took  good  care  not  to  refuse  it,  and  pro- 
mised that  every  thing  should  be  settled  on 
the  morrow^ 

Zeinal-mewassif,  as  soon   as  she  was  out 
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of  the  judge's  hoosei  went  to  the  judge  of 
another  quarter  of  the  city,  told  him  the 
same  stoiy,  and  promised  him  likewise  her 
hand,  which,  fascinated  by  her  beauty,  he 
ako  solicited.  She  did  the  same  with  two 
other  judges,  and  appointed  them  all  to 
come  in  the  morning  to  her  house.  The 
four  judges  accordingly  repaired  with  their 
clerks  at  the  appointed  hour  to  the  residence 
of  Zeinal-mewassif^  who  received  them  with 
inexpressible  suavity.  Each  of  them  strove 
to  establish  his  claim  to  her  hand  ;  in  this 
manner  nothing  was  settled,  and  they  all 
went  away  just  as  they  came.  2ieinal-mewas- 
sif  then  ordered  pen  and  ink  to  be  brought, 
and  related  to  Mesrour  in  a  poetic  epistle 
all  that  had  happened.  ^^  Take  care  of  this 
letter/'  said  she  to  Hubub,  ^^  till  we  find  a 
good  opportunity  for  sending  it  o£P." 

While  she  was  thus  speaking,  the  Jew, 
who  had  slept  the  preceding  night  at  ano- 
ther house  in  the  city,  returned.  ^^Aha!" 
said  he^  ^^  you  are  right  merry,  and  in  high 
spirits ;  I  suppose  you  have  had  intelligence 
from  Mesrour,  which  has  taken  some  of  the 
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wrinkles  out  of  your  brow     We  shaU    see 
how  he  will  help  you."-"  ^  e  ^-V^^^^ll 
from  God  alone,"  answered  ^einal-ine^  as 
sif.  "it  is  he   who  has  released  me  fiom 
Le  fetters,  and  who  will  deliver  me  t rem 
all  the  fetters  which  you  can  put   on    m^ 
To-morrow  we  must  both  appear  before  the 

^"'i:;  Jew  went  out  to  order  new  f^ters 
.nd  Zeinal-mewassif  1-ened  ^    ^     -^^ 
to  implore  his  protection.     The  jua 
four  messengers  to  apprehend  the  Jew    and 
thev  presently  returned  with  hun,  afte,  t^^ 
had  beaten  him  soundly  by  the  waj . 
betide  thee,  enemy  of  God  !"  said  the  judge 
to  him.  «  So.  then,  thou  hast  attempted  to 
drive  this  woman  out  of  her  native  countrj, 
and  to  plunge  her  into  the  errors  of  unbeliei, 
after  thou  hast  cheated  her  out  of  her  who.e 
fortune?"-"  My    'o^d    judge,"     ^rxsr^ered^ 
the   Je^y,   that   is  my  wife."-"  Beat  him, 
cried     the   judge.       The    messengers   then 
tlirew  him  on  the  ground,  tore  his  silk  gar- 
ments, and  bastinadoed  him  in  the  severest 
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The  Jew  appealed  from  the  first  judge  to 
the  second,  and  from  the  second  to  the 
third,  and  from  the  third  to  the  fbnrth: 
but  all  of  them  pronounced  him  guilty,  and 
sentenced  him  to  be  hanged,  but  first  to 
haye  his  hands  and  legs  cut  off.  ^^  But 
what  is  it  that  you  would  really  have  of  me^ 
my  lords  judges  ?'  asked  the  Jew.  **  Con- 
fess," said  one  of  them,  ^^  that  this  fair  lady 
is  not  thy  wife ;  diat  the  treasures  of  which 
ihou  hast  possessed  thyself  belonged  to  her, 
imd  that  it  is  for  the 'purpose  of  seducing 
her  that  thou  hast  carried  her  out  of  her 
own  country.** — **  Oho  !"  said  the  Jew, 
^  needs  there  no  more  than  that  to  save 
my  life?  Well,  then,  I  confess  that  this 
woman  is  not  my  wife;  these  treasures  be- 
long to  her;  and  it  was  for  the  purpose  of 
seducing  her  diat  I  carried  her  out  of  her 
own  country." 

The  four  judges  thereupon  reduced  this 
confession  to  writing,  and  each  of  them 
hoped  that  Zeinal-mewassif  would  finally 
declare  in  his  favour.  She  thanked  them 
for    their   pains,  coquetted    with  each  of 
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them,  just  as  mucli  as  was  necessary  to  in- 
spire him  with  hope,  hurried  home,  and 
packed  up.  At  nightfall  she  set  out  with 
the  riches  of  the  Jew^  and  her  trusty  slave. 

Next  day  the  four  judges  sent  to  inquire 
after  their  beloved  Zeinal-raewassif,  and 
hearing  that  she  was  not  at  home,  they 
mounted  their  mules  and  rode  out  of  the 
city  in  quest  of  her.  As  chance  would  have 
it,  all  four  met,  and  their  reciprocal  ques- 
tions soon  convinced  them  that  they  were 
all  four  deceived.  All  four  of  them,  there- 
fore, returned  home,  and  all  four  went  to 
bed  ill  with  vexation.  The  first  sent  for  the 
smith,  and  threatened  to  have  him  basti- 
nadoed to  deatli  unless  he  procured  some 
intellii^ence  of  the  ladv.  The  smith  swore 
that  he  knew  nothinc:  more  concerning  her, 
and  this  only  aggravated  the  complaint  of 
the  judge  and  his  colleagues.  The  most 
skilful  physicians  of  the  city  came  forward, 
with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  precise  nature 
of  the  illness  of  the  judges,  and  to  seek  to 
discover  a  remedy  for  it ;  but  they  could 
find  no  remedv  for  this  extraordinary  dis- 
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ease.  The  four  judges  were  continually  de- 
claiming in  their  delirium;  and  after  they 
had  been  raving  mad  for  some  days,  they  all 
four  expired  of  the  love-fever. 

Meanwhile  Zeinal-mewassif  and  her  slave 
pursued  their  journey  with  all  possible  ex- 
pedition.   One  day  they  came  to  a  convent, 
inhabited  by  for^  monks  and  a  grand-patri- 
ardiy  named  Damis.    The  grand-patriarch 
happened  just  at  the  moment  to  be  in  front 
of  the  convent,  taking  the  air,  when  the  two 
fair  ladies  passed :  he  immediately  b^ged 
them  to  alight,  and  stop  a  few  days  at  the 
convene  to  rest  themselves  a  little  from  the 
firtigues  of  the  journey.    He  was  captivated 
St  first  sight  with  the  beau^  of  Zeinal- 
mewassif:  but  as  he  was  ashamed  to  make 
the  first  declaration  of  passion  himself  he 
commissioned  one  monk  after  another  to  do 
it  in  his  stead.     But  the  forty  monks,  who 
were  themselves  unable  to  resbt  the  charms 
flf  dttstiBiigcr,  took  good  care  not  to  men- 
tion  the  name  of  the  patriarch    each  of 
them  spoke  only  in  his  own  behalf,  but  met 
no    encouragement    The    patriarch 
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rtvol.tcttil  the  proverb,  which  says :     "  'Tis 
>a/  .'.'  y-rriitch  oru\^^<tlf  with  ou€*s  own  naU^ 
iz:. :    tn   ir'i-k  with  ones  own  legs  ;"  he  re- 
>^..cvi.  I'.Lrtt'ore,  to  hiv  sietre  to  the  fortress 
::.  ;  •;>,^:i.     I:   was  just  the  ninth  day,   for 
c  :j..:  :...vl  .ilreaJy  been  wasted  in  treacherous 
:. ^  J .V : a: !v : .-.     The  grand-patriarch  ordered 
.-.  >.:::vii.;;i^;:>   dinner  to  be   prepared,   and 
::.^:".    ^\t!.:   him>elf    to    the   stranorer,    and 
jT'.  v:-.i  i.'.r  in  :he  name  of  God.     "  In  the 
:..-::t    if   Lii  vl,    ilie   gracious    and    merci- 
:..'.        .::.<wcred  she.     The  patriarch  made 
i.s  v.  :v..;  ration  of  love  in  verse,  and  Zeinal- 
::....->-::'  :::  i ike  manner  replied  in  verses 
I  .t  i;;::".^r:  of  which  Wiis  that  he  had  no- 
li... _:  :o  i.v^pe  from  her.     Tlie  grand-patri- 
.-.rv...  liurtfore,   sneaked  back  again  to  his 
oc  i  i  V.  i :  i  1  1; !  <  I  a  il  be  t  w  t  e  n  his  lesrs.     As  even- 
::.^  ..v^v^r^  aclitd,  Zeinal-mewassif  said  to  her 
-ia. •.  :  •*    Let   us   quit  this  convent,  where 
fv^::y  :::o:;ns  and  their  patriarch  are  assaiUng 
riv  ai  o::«.i/*     Accordincjlv  thev  set  offun- 
o^sorvtvi.  lia-tened  forward  the  whole  night 
lor.iT,   and  towards  morning  fell  in  with  a 
caravan    comiuir   from    the  city    of   Aden, 
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which  they  had  just  quitted.  The  people 
belonging  to  this  caravan  were  at  the  mo- 
ment entertaining  one  another  with  the 
most  recent  news  of  their  native  town. 
They  related  that  four  judges  had  died  d[ 
love,  and  that  the  Jew  had  been  set  at  liberty. 
''  Dost  then  hear  ?*  said  Zeinal-mewasnf 
to  her  slave.  "  I  no  longer  wonder,"  re- 
plied the  latter,  <<  that  patriarchs  who  have 
seen  you  should  be  dying  for  love;  how 
could  I  be  surprised  at  it»  when  the  judges 
are  in  the  same  predicament  ?" 

But  let  us  see  what,  meanwhile,  occurred 
in  the  convent.  Just  as  the  bell  rung  for 
matins,  the  departure  of  Zeinal-mewassif 
was  discovered.  The  monks  assembled  in 
the  choir,  but  instead  of  singing  psalms, 
they  set  up  the  most  singular  strains  ima- 
ginable. 

'<  Congregamini  P*  b^an  the  first;  "  As- 
^'  semble,  my  brethren,  before  I  leave  you, 
*^  for  my  last  hour  is  come.  The  fire  of 
**  love  consumes  my  bones,  and  my  reins 
^  are  parched  with  the  ardour  of  my  pas- 
"  sion. 
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"  I  burn  for  a  beauty  who  is  come  to  our 
"  country  to  discharge  all  sorts  of  deadly 
"  arrows  at  us  from  her  eve." 

"  VicLS  ttios  demonstra  mihi^^*  said  the 
second :  "  O  ye  who  travel  upon  the  high- 
''  way,  why  have  ye  not  taken  me  along  with 
"  you  for  your  companion  ? 

"  Ye  are  gone,  and  with  you  my  peace. 
"  Would  to  Heaven  that  it  were  to  return 
"  with  you !" 

"  Dominus  illuminatio"  began  the  third. 
"  Her  image  enlighteneth  mine  eyes,  filleth 
^  my  soul,  and  hath  fixed  its  abode  in  my 
"  heart 

"  The  remembrance  of  thee  is  sweeter  in 
"  my  mouth  than  honey ;  thy  teeth  are  keener 
"  than  the  sword  of  Israel. 

"  Thou  hast  passed  by  us  like  a  shadow ; 
"  thou  hast  darted  a  flame  between  our  ribs. 

"  When  thou  passest  in  a  dream  by  my 
"  bed,  thou  wilt  find  it  wet  with  my  tears.** 

**  Ciistodi  Hnguanij'*  responded  the  fourth. 
"  Watch  over  your  tongues  and  speak  no 
^  superfluous  words,  for  they  are  painful  to 
'*  the  heart  that  is  sick*     O  moon,  that  hast 
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<^  poured  forth  thy  rays  over  my  darkness, 
**  my  love  to  thee  hath  no  bounds  I** 

<<  Vfuxm  petii  a  domxno^  sang  the  fifth. 
^'  My  desire  is  my  beloved,  who  surpasseth 
<*  the  moon  in  beanty.  The  dew  of  her  lips  is 
^  delicious  wine,  and  the  plumpness  of  her 
<<  hips  praiseth  their  maker. 

*•  My  heart  is  consumed  by  the  fire  of  my 
^  love  to  her,  and  my  tears  trickle  like  onyx-* 
"  drops  firom  my  cheeks." 

'^  Ifec  adspkiaJt  me  vims^^  answered  the 
sixth*  *'  O  star  of  beauty,  that  hast  risen 
**  above  our  horizon !  thine  influence  is 
^<  fatal ;  thou  slayest  men  without  weapons, 
**  merely  by  thy  looks." 

<*  Turhatus  est  a  furore  ocidus  meus,'*  sang 
the  seventh.     <*  Mine  eyes  are  filled  with 

tears,  my  passion  waxea  more  fierce,  and 

my  patience  diminishes. 

^  Her  innate  sweetness  transports  us, 
^'  but  passion  waxes  more  fierce  and  patience 
**  diminishes.*^ 

Dami^  the  patriarch,  interrupted  him 
with  this  antiphon : 

<'  Anima  mea  turbata  est  valde.    My  soul 

VOL.  II.  I 
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'^  is  full  of  trouble  ;  I  have  lost  my  patience  ; 
^^  since  I  love  her  I  am  become  a  stranger  to 
"  peace. 

"  Sleep  hath  forsaken  my  eyelids,  and 
"  sorrow  hath  settled  upon  them.  I  complain 
"  to  the  Lord  of  my  sufferings,  and  my  body 
"  wastes  away  to  a  shadow." 

When  this  singular  litany  was  finished, 
and  no  one  could  furnish  tidings  of  Zeinal- 
mewassif.  the  monks  resolved  to  have  her 
portrait  painted,  and  to  place  it  over  the 
altar  in  the  church.  But  they  had  not 
time  to  execute  their  design,  for  they  were 
overtaken  by  death,  which  put  an  end  to 
their  torments,  after  they  had  dug  their  own 
graves  in  the  convent. 

While  the  beautv  of  Zeinal-mewassif  was 
makin":  such  havoc  amon<j  these  holv  re- 
cluses,  she  had  herself  arrived  safe  at  her 
own  home.  Her  sister  was  exceedingly 
rejoiced  to  see  her  again.  She  prepared 
for  her  forthwith  a  couch,  which  was  pro- 
vided with  curtiiins,  and  periumed  w^ith  musk 
and  amber.  Here  Zeinal-mewassif,  attired 
in  the  most  gorgeous  apparel,  softly  reclined 


ZEIMAIrMEWASSIF.  171 

to  test  herself.  To  such  of  her  slaves  as 
had  not  accompanied  her,  she  related  all 
the  extraordmary  adventures  that  had  be- 
Menher,  fit>m  the  beginning  to  the  end  of 
her  journey.  After  she  had  finished,  she 
ordered  supper  to  be  served ;  and  when  that 
was  over  she  despatched  her  trusty  slave 
Hubub  to  inquire  after  Mesrour :  for,  with 
women,  narrating  and  eating  are  the  most 
important  of  all  points,  to  which  they  first 
attend,  even  in  preference  to  their  lovers. 
Poor  Mesrour,  who  had  passed  his  time  in 
weeping  and  composing  extempore  verses, 
had  dreamt  that  his  mistress  was  returned, 
and  being  a  believer  in  dreams,  ran  straight- 
way to  Zeinal-mewassiPs  house,  to  see  whe- 
t)ier  his  dream  had  deceived  him  or  not. 
He  was  sdll  distant  from  the  house,  when 
he  smelt  the  perfume  of  the  musk  and 
amber  which  the  wind  wafted  to  his  nos- 
trils. But  what  was  his  joy  when  he  found 
at  the  house-door  the  faithful  Hubub,  who 
acquainted  him  with  the  safe  arrival  of  his 
mistress!     He  threw  himself  into  the  arms 

I  S 


1  T'2       VF^r.   ;  R  and  his  mistress, 

;:""..;>  :V-:r  or.e,  and  both  spent  the  remainder 
;*":1  t  Cw\  in  lonj  embraces. 

To    -:rtn^:hen    herself,    Zeinal-mewassit' 
r.Ur-.v:  H/.bub  to  brinii  suixar,  lemons  and 

•  /.:.  *.:h  '^vhich  -he  prepared  a  liquor  that 

•  .>    •v\:.://.lv    rt  fit  shiner    and    invifroratincr. 

1 .  .  :.i^".::  w.i<  p.iv>ed  in  a  mutual  recital  of 

:   '.  r  > .: rV  r:  r c>.     Z^  i nal-me wassif  related  to 

M.-..  ..."   !..^^    >'..c   had  become  a  Moslem, 

.  :   -.  rv.::\:i  Me>roiir  also  embraced  the 

■m     r         '  ^  ... 

Ntx:  viav  :':uvsent  for  a  iudije  and  wit- 

e^>;:>;^  ar.d   the  m:irria:re  contract  was  exe- 

:    , .  v'.  v»  :  h  .,'/.  : b e  reo  i:  i  >i  t e  forms  of  law. 

M ; .; r.  vv : .  .  t    Zc  i r. ai-m  e was^i  f  received  i n- 

■    .::  .  r.  ::.at  l-er  formtr  husband,  the  Jew, 

-..-.  .  ■ .  V  :hrtv  davs'  iournev  from  the  cits*, 

Vv.  v%,  ...vl  s^vMi  arrive.     To  extricate  her- 

-i  Tr.v".^.  ::u    dilemma,  she  resolved  to  quit 

'   V  .  v'..>c  of  :he  Jew  and   remove  to  Mes- 

•V.  r-    rc-.dtnct.     At    the    same   time    she 

.  rvurtvt  i.tr   iriistv    Hubub  to  cive  out   to 

tr  v..  >\ir.d.   wiieii   he  returned,   that   she 

v..<dc-u:.     For  this  purpose  she  caused  a 

cr,  ^c  iv"  Iv  tbro^vn  up  that  was  quite  fresh. 
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and  covered  with  odoriferous  herbs.  Over 
the  grave  was  an  inscription,  purporting 
that  she  had  fallen  a  victim  to  the  barbarity 
of  her  husband. 

The  Jew  arrived,  and  when  Hubub  con- 
ducted him  to  the  grave,  he  threw  himself 
down  on  the  ground  beside  it,  and  amid 
convulsions  and  extempore  elegiac  effusions 
gave  up  the  ghost.  Zeinal-mewassif,  on  the 
other  hand,  led  a  most  agreeable  life  with 
her  beloved  Mesrour,  till  she  too  in  due 
time  descended  to  the  tomb. 
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NUREDDIN  AND  MARIA,  THE 
GIRDLE-MAKER. 


There  was  once,  a  long  time  ago,  in 
Egypt,  a  very  rich  merchant,  named  Tajed- 
din  (which  signifies  CroumoftheFaUh).  He 
was  a  man  who  had  travelled  and  seen  the 
world;  he  was  master  of  immense  wealth, 
and  had  a  prodigious  number  of  servants 
and  slaves :  in  short,  he  was  the  greatest 
merchant  of  his  time.  His  stable,  his  ward- 
robe, his  harem,  vied  in  grandeur  and  mag- 
nificence with  the  splendour  of  royalty  it* 
self.  He  possessed  horses,  and  camels,  and 
mules,  without  number,  and  garments  from 
Maredin,  and  mantles  from  Barbary,  and 
Turkish  Mamlukes,  and  female  slaves  fi*om 
Abyssinia,  and  Egyptian  boys,  and  Greek 
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r-  >^   '^^^    "K^rTr   arrayed  in  silks  and  stufi' 

-  •:  1.     Iz  1  woFvi.   he  was  the  merchant 

-  "T-:-^r.:>  ^ :"  the  a^e  in  which  he  lived. 
H;    i:.-!  i,  scr.  fourteen  vears  old,    who 

^i^-  .> J. _:.:_.  j^  ihe  moon  when  she  has 
i"^  .;j  i.r  :;-:-:ecn:h  dav.  His  name  was 
>-*;•;  Lr.  Z.  ;v  :/ tAc  Faith  J.  He  was 
l.-:-.^_.?>^v:  by  a  glistening  brow,  rosj' 
:^ii  v!fv  -ri  r-ir  :ha:  shot  up  like  the  young 
:*:vv^^  :z  srr!r^.  To  him  these  words  of 
."^  ^'  :v»f:  :::  ^r.t  Se  ar>:ly  applied: — 

"  T:  V  r' :  .e  or:  his  cheek  resembles  a  spot 
•*  - :'  -~  :»cr  .  "  :i  :ahlc  of  white  marble.  The 
*    s~- .  :1-  v-r"  i  :s  cyeid^hes  proclaim  the  mili- 
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V»"    ;~  hz  --^  ct:c  I'.aV  chattino:  in  the  ba- 

•  v.. 

;:  -  :  .  :h-:  scr.s  ot'  the  other  merchants, 
.  .hs  V. :"  -  .^v.::  ac^:.  they  proposed  to  him 
^-irvicn  Ivlor.iiiniT  to  one  of  them, 
r..r:>">^  ct  aniusini;  himself.  '*  I 
So.:.:  Nurtvidin.  "  and  ask  leave  of 
r."  J«:s;  .::  that  moraenl  he  liimself 
v'-.v  i  *w.r.  T.vtddin  made  no  objection;  he 
^-jk~:c\i  the  desired  permission,  and  gave 
>  "i  -x*n<v  into  the  bar«:ain. 


^  »  > 


t      -^ .. 
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The  youths,  mounted  on  mules  and  asses^ 
repaired  to  the  place,  which  is  called  the 
Isle  of  Elephants^  and  forms  part  of  Cairo. 
There  they  entered  a  garden,  containing 
every  thing  that  can  serve  to  gratify  the  eye 
and  the  palate.  A  spacious  arched  gateway 
formed  the  entrance.  The  work  about  this 
arch  consisted  of  stones  of  various  colours, 
red,  blue,  white,  and  black.  The  garden 
itself  abounded  in  fruit  of  all  sorts,  especially 
blacsk  and  purple  grapes,  a  fiiiit  which  is 
extremely  rare  in  Egypt.  Of  this  garden 
one  might  say  with  the  poet : — 

*^  The  hand  of  God  waters  this  garden, 
*^  and  the  branches  of  the  trees  raise  their 
^  heads  to   catch  the   liquid  gold  which 
'*  trickles  firom  the  clouds.'' 
Or  with  another  poet: — 
^  Enter  here,  ye  who  would  enjoy  the 
^<  beauties  of  a  garden.    Behold  the  riches 
*^  which  Nature  hath  conferred  on  it !  The 
<^  zephyr  kisses  the  hem  of  its  garment,  on 
**  whidi  flowers  flourish/' 
.  Silver  streams  intersected,  in  every  direct 

I  6 
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lion,  the  enamelled  lawns  and  the  orchards 
resplendent  with  fniit. 

Here  it  might  justly  be  said  : — 

"  The  east  wind  leaves  the  branches  of 
*'  the  trees  to  sport  with  the  waters  of  the 
"  brook  that  come  to  meet  it;  and  quits 
*'  them  again  to  press  the  waves  of  the  lake 
*'  to  its  bosom." 

Here  were  exquisite  pomegranates,  the 
delicate  rind  of  which,  to  use  the  language 
of  the  poet,  on  bursting,  displayed  rubies 
enchased  in  silver. 

Here  were  apples,  sweet  as  sugar  and 
scented  like  musk,  such  as  Hassan,  the  poet, 
describes,  when  he  says : 

''  The  apple  smiles  when  it  shews  us,  in 
"its  red  and  yellow  colour,  the  colour  of 
"  happy  and  imliappy  lovers.  It  combines 
"  the  colour  of  modesty  and  that  of  passion 
**  languishing  without  return," 

The  almonds,  which  were  round  like  little 
suns,  and  exhaled  the  odour  of  camphor,  re- 
sembled, if  we  may  believe  the  poet,  the 
heart  of  the  fair  who  affect  cruelty  to  their 
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loYers.  Without  they  are  hard,  but  soft 
within. 

The  fig-trees  bore  red  and  green  finiif • 
A  man,  who  is  master  of  the  subject,  com- 
pares green  figs  with  Greek  faces,  and  bhu^ 
ones  with  Ethiopian,  and  says  : 

^^  Beware,  ye  sons  of  Greece,  of  these 
*^  black  faces  which  are  dose  to  you.  Sleep 
**  cautiottsly." 

Here  were  green  and  yellow  laige  and 
melting  pears,  which  an  amateur  of  another 
kind  compares  with  girls  who  wsit  with  im- 
patienc^e  to  give  themselyes  up  to  the  first 


Here  were  peaches,  the  red  and  ydlow 
colour  of  which  led  a  poet  to  say,  that  they 
were  balls  of  gold  which  had  been  rolled  in 
blood. 

Green  almonds,  of  inexpressible  sweet- 
ness, were  enclosed  in  their  rind,  like  pearls 
in  the  oyster.  The  poets  compare  them 
with  chaste  virgins  enveloped  and  guarded 
by  a  triple  veO. 

The  fruit  of  the  lotus  (ridrah)  was,  to 
use  the  expression  of  the  poet,  suspended  in 
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garlands  of  flowers  like  the  golden  bells  at- 
tached to  the  rings  which  encircle  the  ancles 
of  the  fair. 

Here  were  oranges  which  reminded  the 
spectator  of  the  praise  bestowed  on  iheni  by 
Hassan,   the  poet,  when  he  says : 

"  Balls  of  fire  inclose  witliin  themselves 
*'  tlie  coolness  of  snow.  Wonderful  snow 
*'  that  melteth  not  in  the  fire  !  Wonderful 
*•  fire  that  hath  no  flames  !" 

Here  were  citrons  which  the  same  poet 
til  us  describes: 

'•  S?est  thou  not  how  the  citrons  load  the 
'•  tree  and  threaten  to  break  it  down? 
'*  Tliey  are  like  masses  of  gold  which  bend 
'•  the  branches  towards  the  ground. ' 

Here  were  limes,  half  white  and  half  vel- 
low,  of  which  the  same  poet  speaks  when 
he  savs : 

*•  Seest  thou  the  lime  which  is  beginning 
•*  to  rijxni  ?  It  is  snow  tinged  wdth  saffron. 
**  It  is  the  transformation  of  silver  into  gold." 

We  should  never  have  done  were  we  to 
attempt  to  enumerate  all  the  flow^ers  and 
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odori£eroiis  plants  which  in  a  manner  em- 
balmed this  garden  with  their  perfumes. 
Here  were  jasmines,  hyacintiis,  myrtles,  and 
roses,  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  sorts. 
In  short,  this  garden  was  a  real  paradise, 
and  it  was  the  more  worthy  of  the  name,  inaft* 
much  as  the  keeper  of  it  was  named,  just  like 
the  keeper  of  Paradise,  Riswan. 

The  company  proceeded  to  a  tent,  and 
seated  themselves  round  a  basin  of  water; 
Nureddin  sat  upon  a  mat  made  of  the  sort 
of  leather  called  taif,  and  reclined  against  a 
wall  hung  with  the  finest  stu£fs.  In  one 
hand  he  held  a  &n  composed  of  ostrich 
feathers,  on  which  was  the  following  in- 
scription : 

^^  The  fan  collects  the  fragrant  breath  of 
zephyr,  and  wafts  it  to  the  face  of  the  young 
and  generous  man  to  whom  it  belongs." 

The  youths  took  off  their  turbans,  and 
talked  and  chatted  together,  keeping  their 
eyes  constantly  fixed  on  Nureddin.  Dinner 
was  served  up,  and  it  was  a  Very  plentiful 
<Mie,  for  each  of  the  company  had  caused 
several  dishes  to  be  brought  from  his  house. 
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Here  were  fowls  and  chickens,  geese  and 
goslings,  partridges  and  quails,  without 
number. 

After  dinner  they  washed  their  hands  with 
soap  which  was  mixed  with  musk,  and  wiped 
them  on  silk  handkerchiefs  embroidered 
with  gold.  Coffee  was  brought,  and  the 
owner  of  the  garden  came  with  a  basket 
full  of  roses.  "  What  think  you,"  said  he, 
"  of  the  beauty  and  fragrance  of  these 
roses  ?" — "  They  are  beautiful,  indeed  !" 
said  the  youths ;  "give  us  some  of  them." 
— ''  Softly  !  softly  !"  replied  he,  "  in  this 
country  it  is  customary  to  give  roses  to  tliose 
only  who  have  deserved  them  by  some  witty 
sally  or  ingenious  thought,  or  by  any  idea 
that  contributes  to  heighten  the  interest  of 
the  conversation." 

''  Only  give  us  some  this  way,"  said  one 
of  the  youths,  "we  will  sing  you  the  praises 
of  the  rose."  The  youths  were  ten  in  num- 
ber, and  the  first  began  to  sing  as  follows  : 

"  I  love  and  esteem  the  rose  as  the  first  of 
"  plants.     It  is  the  queen  of  flowers,  whose 
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^  coming  prodaims  the  triumph  of  the  fine 
it '1 


The  second  proceeded  thus : 

^  It  diffuses  the  perfume  of  musk,  and 
**  like  a  tender  virgin  hides  its  blushing  face 
**  in  the  bud  !** 

The  third  continued  as  follows : 

^'  The  sight  of  it  rejoices  the  heart :  it 
<*  contains  the  quintessence  of  the  most  ex- 
^  quisite  odours ;  its  bud  resembles  lipspre- 
*'  paring  ibr  a  kiss !" 

The  fourth  said : 

'*  Behold  the  rose^buA  and  its  blossoms  ! 
*^  Are  they  not  so  many  rubies  mingled  with 
'^  emeralds,  enchased  in  gold  ?" 

The  fifth  expressed  himself  in  the  follow-* 
ing  manner : 

<'  The  rose  resembles  in  the  colour  of  its 
^'  leaves  and  pistils,  the  cheeks  of  the  be- 
«<  loved  one,  which  are  adorned  with  ze- 
"quins!"* 

The  sixth  said : 

*^  *  Thy  thorns,'  said  some  one  to  the  rose; 

*  It  18  an  eastern  custom  to  put  zequins  on  the 
fordiead  or  cheeks  of  &vottrite  boys. 
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"  *  wound  all  who  touch  thee.' — '  The  fra- 
*'  grant  herbs,'  replied  she,  '  are  my  troops; 
"  I  am  their  queen,  and  the  thorns  are  my 
"  weapons.'  " 

The  seventh  thus  spake : 
"  God    hath   conferred  on    the    rose  the 
"  brilliance  of  the  most  vakiable  metals,  and 
"  the  choicest  perfume  of  aromatic  produc- 
«  tions !" 

The  eififhth  followed  to  this  effect: — 
"  O  miracle  of  nature  !    The    silver  dew 
"  which  nourishes   the  rose  is  transformed 
*'  on  the  surface  of  the  flower  into  gold/' 
Then  said  the  ninth : 

"  I  compare  the  red  and  yellow  leaves  of 
*^  the  rose,  and  its  green  thorns,  with  a 
*'  golden  quiver  and  emerald  arrows." 
The  tenth  and  last  concluded  thus : 
*'  It  displays  the  rich  colours  of  the  dawn, 
and  puzzles  the  wisest  of  men.  For  they 
cannot  determine  whether  the  purple 
"  bowl,  crowned  with  roses,  communicates 
"  its  hue  to  them  or  receives  it  from 
"  them." 

The  young  man  to  whom  the  garden  be- 
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longed  emptied  the  basket,  and  covered  hk 
guests  with  roses.  He  then  filled  a  bowl 
with  wine  and  made  it  pass  round.  When 
it  came  to  Nureddin  he  declined  drinking^ 
alleging  that  wine  was  a  prohibited  liquor* 
^  Ab/'  said  the  owner  of  the  garden,  .^^  if 
nothing  else  deters  you  from  drinking  than 
the  idea  of  the  sin  which  you  commit,  let 
me  tell  you  that  God  is  great,  gracious,  and 
merciful,  and  willingly  pardons  these  petty 
fiiults.  Recollect  only  what  one  of  our 
poets  says:— - 

*<  ^  Do  what  is  agreeable  to  you,  and  make 
<  no  scruples.  But  beware  only  of  two 
'  things :  give  God  no  equal,  and  do  no 
^  injury  to  men.'** 

Nureddin  still  refused  for  some  time,  but 
all  the  youths  rose  and  besought  him  to 
drink.  He  was  then  ashamed  to  hold  out, 
and  drained  the  bowl  to  the  last  drop. 

<<  It  would  have  been  very  wrong  of  you, 
Nureddin,"  said  the  proprietor  of  the  gar- 
den, **had  you  refused  this  elixir,  to  the 
virtues  and  admirable  qualities  of  which  you 
are  an  utter  stranger.    It  is  a  specific  under 
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every  affliction,  a  panacea  for  the  pains  of 
body  and  soul ;  it  gives  wealth  to  the  poor, 
courage  to  the  coward,  and  to  the  weak  the 
power  of  enjoyment.  I  should  never  have 
done  were  I  to  attempt  to  speak  all  its 
praise."  He  thereupon  opened  one  of  the 
cupboards  in  the  tent,  took  out  a  large  lump 
of  sugar-candy,  gave  it  to  Nu  redd  in,  and 
said :  ^'  Take  this  and  put  it  into  your  glass, 
to  ffive  a  milder  taste  to  the  wine  in  case 
vou  find  it  too  harsh."  Nureddin  accord- 
ingly  continued  drinking,  encouraged  by 
the  universal  applause  of  his  comrades,  who 
kept  constantly  repeating :  "  Nureddin,  we 
are  thy  servants,  thy  slaves,  thy  brethren. 
Nureddin,  dispose  of  us  as  thou  wilt." 

Nureddin,  who  had  never  before  tasted 
wine  in  all  his  life,  was  soon  overpowered 
by  it-  He  could  scarcely  speak  and  hold 
himself  erect.  He  nevertheless  made  shift 
to  say  :  *'  This  is  excellent !  But  what  plea- 
sure is  there  in  drinking  without  singing 
and  music  ?  Know  ye  not  the  advice  of  the 
poet : — '  Let  the  bowl  circulate,  but  let  it 
*  not  fail  to  be  accompanied  with  the  har- 
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^  mooy  of  sweet  sounds.  Take  a  pattern 
^  fiom  the  horses,  which  neigh  when  they 
*  drink.' " 

The  young  man  to  whom  the  garden  be- 
longed immediately  took  a  mule,  mounted 
it,  and  presently  returned  with  an  Egyptian 
girl  of  exquisite  beauty.  White  as  pure 
silver  in  the  mine,  or  as  an  almond,  she 
eclipsed  the  sun  by  the  brightness  of  her 
eyes.  Her  eyebrows  resemble  bows,  her  teeth 
pearls ;  her  bosom  was  like  ivory,  and  her 
hips  as  if  wrought  in  marble.  **  Night  had,'' 
as  the  poet  says,  **  imparted  to  her  hair  a 
prodigious  portion  of  its  own  darkness. 
The  fire  which  burned  on  her  cheeks 
caught  die  heart  When  the  beauties  of 
this  age  behold  her,  they  will  fall  prostrate 
befinre  her,  and  she  will  walk  upon  their 
heads." 

Sbe  was  dressed  in  blue,  with  a  green 
veil  upon  her  head.  In  her  azure  drapery 
Ae  resembled,  as  the  poet  expresses  it,  '^  the 
summer  moon  amidst  a  winter  night." 

''  Faimt  of  tkefinr  I  MmiitoguStar  I"  said 
the  "Owner  of  the  garden,  ^<  we  have  fetched 
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tliee,  merely  to  gratify  our  guest  and  friend 
Nureddin,  who  has,  for  the  first  time,  done 
us  tlie  honour  to  spend  the  day  with  us,  and 
is  exceedinglv  fond  of  music." 

"  Had  you  but  told  me  of  this  before," 
said  she,  "  I  would  have  brought  my  instru- 
ment with  me." — '*  I  will  go  for  it,    forth- 
with," said  the  master  of  the  «:arden  ;   "  only 
give  me  a  token,  to  show  that  I  am  commis- 
sioned bv  you."     She  gave  him  her  hand- 
kerchief,  and  he  soon  returned  with  a  green 
satin  baix.   The  fair  one  took  out  of  it  thirty- 
two  pieces  of  wood,  which  she  put  together, 
and  at  length  composed  with  them  a  beauti- 
ful Indian  lute.     She  pressed  it  to  her  bo- 
som,   like   a    motlier  embracing  her  child, 
and  began  to  sound  it.     The  lute,  animated 
by  her  lovely  fingers,  began  to  acquire  con- 
sciousness, and  to  recollect  its  origin  and  its 
fortunes.      It    remembered     the    countries 
where   it  had   been  planted  as  a  tree,   the 
waters  bv  which   it  had  been   irrigated,  the 
wood-cutter  wlio  had   felled  it,    the  artists 
who  had  WTOught  it,  the  ships  which  had 
carried   it,    and    all    the     different    hands 
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through  which  it  had  passed.     Touched  by 

the  fingers  of  the  beautiful  girl,  it  responded, 

in  harmonious  tones,  to  the  following  effect : 

(«  I  was  once  a  tree^    on  which  dwelt- 

^<  nightingales,  who  first  imparted  to  me  a 

'<  relish  for  harmony.     I  bent  down  my 

^  branches  and  silenced  my  leaves,  that  I 

^^  might  listen  to,  and  learn  their  strains. 

^  A  cruel  hand  cut  me^    though  uncon- 

^  sciousof  any  fault,  into  pieces,  and  trans- 

*^  formed  me,  as  thou  seest,  into  a  lute.  The 

'^  fingers  touch  me,  but  I  bear  with  patience 

^  the  blows  of  a  &ir  hand.     As  a  reward 

'<  for  my  submission,  I  enchant  by  my  notes 

^*  all  those  who  have  a  relish  for  the  amuse- 

*^  ments  of  a  charming  company.     I  repose 

*^  on  the  bosom  of  the  fair,  and  the  arms  of 

"  houris  entwine  my  neck." 

After  the  lute  had  thus  spoken  of  itself, 
during  the  prelude  of  the  singer,  she  obliged 
it  to  proceed  in  the  same  strain,  in  order  to 
give  the  stronger  effect  to  the  following 
words,  which  she  sang  :— 

^  The  nightingale  upon  the  tree  breathes 
**  forth  its  transports  like  an  enraptured 
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"  lover.    Awake  !  arise  !  these  lovely  moon- 

"  lit  nights  invite  us  to  enjoyment-  We  fear 

"  not  the  envious,  and  give  ourselves  up  to 

"  pleasure  without  restraint.      Seest   thou 

"  not  that  thou  possessest   the  four  ingre- 
dients which  are  indispensably  requisite 

"  to    make   pleasure   perfect — myrtles  and 

"  roses,    wine    and  a  fair  female  !     WTiat 

"  needs  there  more  for  the  enjoyment  of 

"  life  r 

These  words  quite  turned  Nureddin's 
head.  He  darted  amorous  glances  at  the 
fair  one,  who,  on  her  part,  did  not  fail  to 
reply  to  them,  for  she  was  a  good  judge  of 
voune:  men,  and  saw  from  the  first  Nur- 
eddin  shone  among  his  companions  like  the 
moon  among  the  inferior  luminaries.  She 
again  took  up  the  lute,  and  in  the  following 
touches  drew  a  picture  of  her  beloved : 

"  I  swear  it,  bv  the  whiteness  of  his  brow 
"  and  by  the  darkness  of  his  hair ;  by  his 
"  eye-brows,  which,  like  watchmen  stationed 
"  above  his  eyes,  extend  their  hands  to  each 
"  other ;  by  the  locks  w^hich  fall  over  his 
"  temples,   and  which    resemble   the   scor- 
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^  pionsy  whose  look  alone  was  fatal  to  lo- 
**  vers ;  by  the  roses  of  his  complexion ;  by 

the  myrtles  of  his  shooting  hair ;  by  the 

rabies  of  his  lips;  by  the  pearls  of  his 
*^  teeth ;  by  the  elegance  of  his  shape;  by 
**  the  bloom  of  his  bosom ;  by  the  grace  of 
^  fais  motions,  and  the  majesty  of  his  repose — 
*'  I  swear  that  from  him  musk  has  borrowed 
<«  its  fragrance,  the  sun  his  splendour,  and 
**  the  moon  her  soft  light." 

Nureddin,  intoxicated  with  love  and  wine, 
knew  not  what  to  say,  and  was  overcome 
with  the  rapture  of  the  new  sensations  which 
he  experienced.  The  beauty  who  shared 
these  sensations  with  him,  apprehensive  that 
hb  silence  was  an  unfavourable  omen,  again 
seized  the  lute,  and  accompanied  herself  in 
the  following  song : 

^*  He  reproves  me  because  I  have  pre- 
^<  sumed  to  raise  my  eyes  so  high  as  to  him. 
**  He  banishes  me  from  his  presence* 
My  life  too  is  in  his  hand. 
He  knows  what  is  passing  in  my  heart : 

the  god  that  animates  me  hath  already 
**  revealed  it  to  him.     O  my  heart,  where- 
rou  II.  K 


19 i  NUREDDIN    AND    3IARIA, 

"  fore  tremblest  tliou  !     Art  thou  not  airaid 
"  of  the  envious  ?" 

Nureddin  was  transported  with  the  charms 
of  her  singing  and  her  verses,   tlie  flow   of 
her  poetic   vein,  and   the   sweetness  of  her 
voice.     lie  was  no  longer  master  of  himself. 
Hurried    away  by  a   resistless    impulse,  he 
clasped  her  in   his  arms,  pressed  her  to  his 
l)osom,  and    kissed  her  between    the    eyes. 
Presently  he  began  to  venture  upon  a  dif- 
ferent sort  of    caresses     but    some   of  the 
youths  who  rose  to  retire,    apparently  that 
their  presence  might  not  be  a  resti^aint  upon 
him,  brouiifht  him  to  his  senses.     He  drew 
back  his  iiands.     The  fair   one  again  took 
up  tlie  lute,  and  proceeded  in  the  same  strain 
as  before  : 

"  A  torrent  of  tears  gushes  from  my  eyes 
"  when  my  beloved  goes  away  from  me  !  O 
"  ye  who  censure  my  passion  for  him,  con- 
'*  sider  that  his  beauty  is  everlasting  and  that 
"  it  kills  me  !" 

Nureddin,  penetrated  with  lore,  likewise 
expressed  himself  to  this  effect : 

"  O  sun  !  wilt  thou  not  flee  before  this 
**  sun  from  the  firmament  ? 
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^*  O  moon !  wilt  thou  not  hide  thy  face 

in  the  presence  of  this  moon  ? 

My  tears  flow,  firom  desire  to  see  her, 

like  the  Nile.  All  I  possess  is  her's.  If 
*'  thou  askest  me  whether  I  sacrifice  my 

sleep  also  unto  her,  I  answer,  yes;  and 
^  my  eyes  into  the  bargain." 

Thus  did  they  mutually  lavish  on  each 
other  the  tenderest  expressions  and  caresses* 
^'  Beloved  of  my  heart,  light  of  my  eyes  !" 
said  she,  embracing  him,  ^^  knowst  thou  the 
proverb  which  says,  that  man  is  worth  what 
he  holds  in  his  hands  ?  Put  thy  hands  then 
in  mine,  that  I  may  possess  the  greatest 
treasure  in  the  world/'  Nureddin  gave  her 
both  his  hands,  and  she  covered  them  with 
her  kisses. 

While  they  were  thus  engaged,  the  stars 
began  to  glisten  in  the  firmament,  and  the 
breath  of  God  arose  in  the  breeze  of  night. 
Nureddin  would  have  retired,  but  the  fair- 
one  conjured  him  to  stay,  and  the  sons  of 
the  merchants  joined  their  intreaties  to  her's, 
that  Nureddin  would  sleep  this  one  night 
them ;   but  he  thanked  them,  mounted 
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TiiMir.  Nureddin,  who  knew  nothing  of 
what  had  occurred  during  his  intoxication, 
was  tortured  with  remorBe  when  informed 
of  his  misconduct  and  the  oath  of  his  father.. 
**  Now,**  said  his  mother,  "  repentance  is  of 
BO  avail ;  the  only  thing  you  can  do  is  to  rise, 
to  quit  this  house,  and,  to  stay  away  until 
matters  can  be  brought  into  a  better  train. 
Meanwhile,  here  is  a  purse  of  one  hundred 
dinars.  When  that  is  spent,  send  for  ano- 
ther, and  I  will  not  &il  to  inform  you  how 
things  are  going  on  at  home." 

Nureddin  wept  exceedingly,  took  leave 
of  his  mother,  and  rose  to  depart.  In  going 
away  he  remarked,  that  in  the  chest  from 
which  his  mother  had  taken  the  small  purse 
of  one  hundred  dinars,  she  had  left  a  large 
one  containing  a  thousand.  He  took  this 
also,  secured  both  underneath  his  girdle, 
and  set  out  for  Boulak  (the  harbour  of 
Cairo).  Here  he  found  a  vessel  on  the 
point  of  sailing  for  Alexandria.  He  went . 
on  board  her,  after  purchasing  in  the  market 
the  requisite  supply  of  provisions. 

In    two  days   they  arrived  at   Rosettfi, 
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where  Niireddin  hired  a  boat,  in  which  he 
passed  the  shoals  of  the  Nile,  and  reached 
in  safety  the  bridge  of  Kantaret  ul  Jami, 
and  the  gate  of  Alexandria  called  Sidret 

He  saw  that  Alexandria  was  a  very  fine 
citv,  and  the  residence  there,  as  well  in  re- 
gard  to  the  climate  as  the  inhabitants,  very 
agreeable.  He  beheld  regular  streets,  gar- 
dens abounding  in  flowers  and  fruit,  and 
well-stocked  bazaars.  He  went  to  the  ba- 
zaar of  the  cabinet-makers,  bankers,  fruiter- 
ers, and  dealers  in  colours.  In  the  latter,  a 
man  advanced  in  years,  who  was  just  shut- 
ting up  his  shop,  observed  Nureddin,  ac- 
costed him,  and  invited  him  to  his  house. 
He  conducted  him  into  a  very  fine  street, 
where  blew  a  refreshing  breeze,  that  was 
cooled  by  passing  over  the  water  with  which 
this  street  w^as  kept  continually  wet.  At 
first  this  street  was  only  trodden  earth,  but 
the  rest  was  paved  with  marble.  In  tlie 
middle  of  it  there  was  a  spacious  house. 
The  old  man  went  into  it  with  Nureddin, 
and  after  they  had  supped,  he  said :  **  Nu- 
reddin, I  conjure  you,  while  you  remain  in 
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tkts  town,  9eek  no  oth^  Icdging  than  my 
Wnse*"-^*^  How  do  you  know  me  ?"  asked 
Noreddiii,  who  was  quite  astonished  to  hear 
btmacJf  called  by  his  name.  The  old  man 
Udd  him  that  he  had  seen  hun  when  a  yery 
little  child,  at  Cairo,  in  the  house  of  his 
Sober,  who  had  once,  in  die  most  obliging 
manner,  accommodated  him  with  a  credit  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dinars.  Nureddin 
was  delighted  with  this  acquaintance;  he 
drew  forth  the  purse  of  a  thousand  dinars 
fiom  his  girdle,  and  b^;ged  his  host  to  de- 
finay  from  its  contents  the  necessary  expenses 
of  his  subsistence.  The  purse  of  one  hun- 
dred dinars  he  reserved  for  pocket-money. 
He  ccmdnued,  therefore,  to  sojourn  at 
Alexandria,  and  amused  himself  there.  One 
day,  when  he  went  to  the  shop  of  the  old 
man  to  ask  bim  for  money,  and  did  not  find 
him  in  it,  he  sat  down  in  the  shop  to  wait 
for  him.  Just  at  that  moment  a  Persian 
passed,  riding  upon  a  mule,  and  accompa- 
nied by  a  slave,  white  as  the  kernel  of  the 
acorn  in  its  rind,  as  silver  in  the  mine,  as 
the  jerboa  in  the  desert.     Her  eyebrows 

K  4 


200  NUREDDIN    AND   MARM, 

were  arclied  in  the  shape  of  a  bow,  her 
cheeks  were  polished,  lier  bosom  was  of 
ivory,  her  teeth  of  pearl.  The  Persian  de- 
livered this  shive  to  the  crier  of  the  market. 
The  latter  conducted  her  to  a  seat  made  of 
ivory  inlaid  with  gold,  and  lifted  up  the 
veil  that  covered  her  face,  which  shone  like 
a  star.  "  For  you,"  shouted  the  crier,  ^'  for 
you.  merchants  of  this  citv,  is  destined  this 
pearl,  tliat  is  well  worth  diving  for.  Yes, 
for  you  is  this  arch-enchantress !"  The 
mercliants  commenced  with  a  bidding  of  one 
hun<lred  dlnu's,  but  which  presently  ad- 
vanced to  nine  hundred  and  fifty*  ''  Nine 
lauulred  and  fifty!"  exclaimed  the  crier. 
*"  Are  you  satisfied  with  this  price,  owner  of 
the  skive  ?" — "  I  am,"  answere<l  the  Persian : 
"  but  you  ought  to  be  informed  that  I  have 
promised  this  slave  to  sell  her  only  to  such  a 
master  by  whom  she  herself  would  wish  to 
be  bought  :  question  her  then  on  that 
point."  The  crier  accordingly  shewed  the 
slave  the  man  who  was  the  highest  bidder. 
He  was  an  emaciated  old  man.  "  Crier," 
said  she,   ^^  you  must  be  a  fool  to  tliink  of 


THE  6IRDL£«MAK£R.  201 

selling  ihe  to  tliis  old  fellow,  who  has  more 
than  once  been  obliged  to  put  up  with  the 
tutterest  reproaches  from  his  wife."  The 
old  man  flew  into  a  violent  passion.  "  Ras- 
caUy  crier  \"  said  he,  ^'  hast  thou  brought 
this  impudent  hussy  hither  to  insult  me  ?" 
The  crier  took  the  slave  by  the  hand,  and 
said  to  her :  *'  Have  some  consideration  ! 
this  man  is  the  chief  of  the  merchants." — 
**  So  much  the  better,"  said  she,  laughing, 
^^  one  must  begin  with  reading  lessons  to  the 
highest,  if  they  are  to  do  any  good." 

The  crier  thereupon  offered  her  to  ano- 
ther merchant,  for  the  sum  of  nine  hundred 
and  fifty  dinars.  He  was  also  a  man  rather 
advanced  in  years,  and  had  a  dyed  beard. 
"  Are  you  mad?"  said  she  to  the  crier,  "  to 
think  of  disposing  of  me  to  this  painted 
sepulchre  ?  Good  heaven !  what  a  fuss 
there  would  be  every  day,  till  he  had  duly 
mixed  the  colours  for  dyeing  his  beard  blue  ! 
Why,  he  would  not  be  fit  to  be  seen»  unless 
when  just  come  out  of  the  bath,  and  painted 
to  the  height  of  his  fancy." — ^**  Accursed 
crier !"  exclaimed  the  merchant,  **  it  seems 
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Mhitk^|L.     e  and  a  chin  as  long  as  him- 


n  seized  the  crier  by  the  col- 

.in !"  said  he  to  him,    '^  hast 

t  this  impudent  slut  .hither,  to 

of  and  scandalize  us?'' — ^^  By 

.said  the  xrier  \o  the  slave,  *^  I 

*ny  life  saw  any  thing  so  malicious 

irt ;  thou  reducest  me  to  despair/' 

1  conducted  her  to  another  mer- 

r  'allied  Maeddin,  who  wished  to  buy 

-   mt  who    was    unfortunately  hump- 

',    d.    She  recited  the  foUowing  lines  of 

'   J- -^f  the  poets: — * 

r     -    fie  not  surprised  if  the  mule  which  he 

r^    Qounts  refiises  to  stir«    Do  ye  not  see 

-  "die  heavy  load  which  he  carries  at  his 

back?' 

Another,  who  came  forward  from  the 
ranks  of  the  merchants,  had  sore  eyes.  To 
him  she  affiled  another  passage  of  the 
same  poet: — 

^  Arise,  ye  carious  spectators,  and  be- 
^  hold  diese  eyes,  bedaubed  with  a  fiery 
«  red.'* 
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A  sixth  had  a  beard  which  was  rathtr 
too  loni;.  "  Look  !  look  !"  said  she,  '"  here 
the  order  of  nature  is  reversed:  here  is  a 
heast,  with  the  tail  growing  from  its  mouth. 
Knowst  thou  not,  stupid  crier,  that  reason 
and  common  sense  are  always  in  an  inverse 
ratio  to  the  lenirth  of  the  beard?  This 
benrd  is  like  a  winter  night,  long,  dark,  and 
cold." 

Here  the  crier  lost  all  patience.  He  was  con- 
d  ncting  her  back  toher  old  master,  thePersian, 
when,  on  the  way,  she  saw  Nureddin,  adorned 
with  all  the  charms  of  vouth  and  beaut \\ 
and  instantlv  fell  in  love  with  him.  "  Who 
is  that  youth  "  asked  she.  "  whose  dress  is 
of  the  colour  of  amber  ?  Has  he  made  no 
bidding  ?" — "  That,"  answered  the  crier, 
''  is  the  son  of  a  wealthy  merchant  of  Cairo. 

He  has  but  lately  come  to  this  city,  and  was 

•  •  • 

not  one  of  those  who  have  bidden  for  vou." 
'I'he  slave  thereupon  drew  a  ruby  ring  of 
great  value  from  her  finger.  "  See,"  said 
she,  "  I  will  give  thee  this  if  thou  canst 
prevail  on  that  young  man  to  purchase  me." 
liie  crier  went  to  Nureddin.  and  was  asto- 
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nished  at  his  beauty,  which  could  not  have 
been  better  described  than  in  the  following 
words  of  the  poet : — 

The  water  of  beauty  hath  washed  hit 
**  face,   and    his  brow  surpasseth  all   the 

praises  of  the  criers. 

Thrice    perfect    are    his  beauty,    his 

grace,  and  my  passion. 

His  robe  discovers  elegant  forms,  as  a 

light  cloud  discovers  the  figure  of  the 
•*  moon. 

**  Thrice  black  are  his  eyes,  his  mole, 

and  my  tears. 

My  eyes  are  inflamed  with  love  to  hitn, 

as  if  they  were  tinged  with  the  blood  of 

the  antelope. 

**  His  brow,  his  cheeks,  and  my  body,  all 
'*  three  resemble  the  new  moon— his  brow 
**  and  his  cheeks,  on  account  of  their  bril* 
*^  liancy ;  and  my  body,  wasted  with  love, 
*'  in  regard  to  its  shape.  His  eyelashes 
"  and  his  eyes  drink  my  blood,  and  yet  are 
'*  not  reddened  by  it. 

"  Thrice  just  is  his  cruelty,  my  flight, 
**  and  my  blood." 
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The  slave  approached  liini.  "  Sir,"  said 
she.  "  atn  I  not  liandsonie  enouirh  for 
von  ?'' — "  Queen  of  beauiv,"  replied  Niired- 
diii.  "  wliat  in  the  worJd  can  be  oiore  love- 
ly ?  ' — "And  yet."  said  she,  "  you  have 
hidden  imihing  ;  not  so  much  as  a  dinar.' — 
"  Were  I  at  home,"  rejoined  Nureddin, 
••  I  sliould  think  that  I  purcluised  you  too 
cheaply,  if  I  were  to  give  for  you  aW  I  ])os- 
sessed  in  the  world. " — "  I  will  not  say," 
continued  the  s.lave,  "  that  you  could  have 
ImiLfflu  me;  all  I  say  is,  thai  you  ouglit  at 
Um-I  to  have  made  a  bidding,  to  show  that  I 
was  fiirmnale  enoujih  to  gaJu  your  liking; 
and  ihai.  I  trust,  I  have  done.  You  people 
of  C;iiro  have  the  reputation  of  being  con- 

Xureddin  blushed  up  to  the  ears.  "How 
mucli  has  been  bidden  for  her  ?"  said  he  to 
the ciier.  '■  Nine  hundred  and  fifty  dinars," 
replied  the  latter,  "exclusively  of  the  pitcher 
of  wine  for  the  crier,  and  the  duty  to  govem- 
jnent.'— "  Well,"  said  Nureddin,  "  I  will 
pwe  a  tlwusaod  to  cover  every  thing." — "  I 
^■1  coatent,"    said  the  slave.      The   crier 
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fetched  a  jndge  and  witnesses,  had  a  con- 
tract of  sale  drawn  up,  and  handed  it  to 
Nnreddin  with  pleasure,  and  wishes  for  his 
happiness  and  pnisperitj.  Nureddin  paid 
die  thousand  dinars  with  the  pune  which  he 
had  given  to  his  father's  friend ;  but  which 
the  latter  had  not  touched.  He  then  con* 
ducted  her  to  his  apartments.  When  the 
slave  saw  that  they  contained  nothing  but 
old  furniture  and  wom«out  carpets,  she  said 
to  Nnreddin  :  ^  But  I  imagined  that  thou 
wouldst  take  me  to  thine  own  apartments, 
«nd  not  to  those  of  thy  servants." — ^'  I  have 
-no  other  lodging  here,"  said  Nureddin ; 
^  thou  knowst  that  my  home  is  at  Cairo, 
and  that  I  am  but  a  stranger  in  this  intj.'* 
— **  Well,  then,"  said  she,  **  I  will  endea- 
vour to  accustom  myself  to  it  till  your  return 
to  Cairo ;  but  first  of  all  let  a  good  dinner 
be  provided  for  me." — ^  My  mistress,''  said 
Nureddin,  **1  have  not  a  fiirthing  in  the 
world;  the  thousand  dinars  which  I  gave 
ibr  thee  were  all  the  money  I  possessed."*-^ 
^<  Go  dien,"  replied  she,  *^  and  get  money ; 
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:hou  will   ceriainlv  find   some  one  to  lend 
;hre  a  litdtr." 

Nurciidin  went  to  the  old  dealer  in  co- 
.vLir^,  the  friend  of  his  father.  •'  What  bort 
of  >lave  can  she  l>^  f  said  the  ixood  old 
;:.j.r..  "  U^r  uhoin  vou  have  been  i^illv 
er.ojjii  to  throw  a  thousand  dinars  out  of 
;i:t  v^iiidow  r" — ••  She  is  a  Frank,'*  answer- 
ed. Njreddin.  *•  W'liat  foUv  !''  exclaimed 
::.e  old  man  :  •*  the  most  beautiful  Franks 
j.rc  :».  Ix:  bv>U;jlu  in  our  citv  at  two  lumdred 
v.-i.drv.  But,  m  s^vj,  if  you  are  smitten  with 
:  ..>  ^-.r!.  keep  her  to-night;  sell  her  to- 
u.vTrv^.*  ::u^rn:nii;  and  esteem  vourself  for- 
::.:-d:e  ::*\ou  can  get  back  a  couple  of  hun- 
J-tvi  dinars/* — ••  You  are  riijht,  father,"  said 
Njrcddin;  "but  vou  know  that  I  had  no 
:  ore  :han  those  tliousiind  dinars,  and  mean- 
•'^L.ic  I  have  nothinij  to  eat.  Lend  me  fifty 
>..\er  drachmas  till  morninix*  when  I  will 
Sell  the  slave  again." — "  Be  it  so,"  replied 
the  ir.erchant,  *'  in  the  name  of  God  !  But, 
riv  son,  be  surv  lo  uet  rid  of  this  slave :  she 
>*oiiid  plunge  you  into  ruin,  by  leading  you 
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into  needless  expenses^  which  you  would  not 
be  able  to  defray." 

Nureddin  promised  to  follow  his  advice, 
and  returned  to  his  slave.  *^  Qo  to  the  mar- 
ket," said  she  to  him,  "  and  lay  out  twenty 
drachmas  in  provisions,  and  the  other  twenty 
in  silk  of  different  colours."  Nureddin  com- 
plied with  her  direction,  and  cooked  the  pro- 
visions. They  supped,  and  afterwards  chat- 
ted a  long  time  together ;  at  length  Nured- 
din fell  asleep.  The  slave,  who  continued 
wakeful,  took  a  huswife  made  of  taif-leather 
from  her  pocket ;  she  then  drove  a  couple 
of  nails  into  the  wall,  and  began  to  work 
a  girdle  with  the  silk  which  Nureddin  had 
brought  her.  When  she  had  finished  the 
girdle,  she  put  it  under  the  pillow,  and  lay 
down  close  to  Nureddin,  who  was  awoke  by 
i  t  out  of  his  first  sleep.  He  reproached  him- 
self for  having  given  way  to  slumber  in  the 
company  of  such  a  beauty ;  with  a  brow 
resplendent  as  the  moon  in  the  month  of 
Shaabon;  with  eyebrows,  the  bows  of  which 
threatened;  with  antelope-eyes,  ostrich«hips, 
loins  fair  and  firagrant  as  the  most  exquisite 
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perfume.  According  to  the  description  of 
a  poet,  her  hair  was  black  as  night,  her 
brow  radiant  as  the  dawn  ;  her  cheeks 
were  roses,  her  teeth  pearls,  and  her  face 
a  moon.  When  she  Malked,  her  motions 
resembled  the  motions  of  the  tree  mvroba- 
Ian,  and  she  diffused  around  on  all  sides 
the  odour  of  amber. 

Nureddin  clasped  her  in  his  arms.  He 
knew  how  to  appreciate  the  delight  of  her 
embraces.  Sometimes  he  clasped  lier  neck 
with  his  hands,  sometimes  he  entangletl 
them  in  her  long  hair,  sometimes  he  kissed 
her  lips,  at  others  her  cheeks. 

Thus  did  they  pass  the  night  in  the 
transports  of  pleasure,  and  then,  clasped  in 
each  other's  arms,  rested  after  enjo\'ment. 
Here  we  might  say  with  the  poet : — 

"  God  lias  not  created  a  more  beautiful 
"  sight  tlian  that  of  two  happy  lovers. 
*'  Their  arms  are  entwined,  their  hands 
"  clasped  in  each  otlier's,  their  hearts  beat 
"  in  unison. 

"  O  ye,  who  censure  the  impassioned 
^^  extacies    of  lovers,    be  but   witnesses  of 
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^  this  sight,   and  it  will  make  you  enrj 
**  their  supreme  felicity/' 

Next  mornii^,  when  they  had  perfiMnned 
their  abludonsy  and  repeated  the  prayers 
prescribed  in  the  law,  the  slave  took  fiom 
beneath  her  pillow  the  girdle  which  she  had 
made  the  preceding  night.  *^  Look  here^" 
said  she,  ^  and  see  what  nse  I  have  made  of 
the  twenty  drachmas  worth  of  silk  P'-*- 
^  What  V*  said  he,>^  can  a  capital  of  twenty 
drachmas  produce  in  a  single  night  twenty 
dinars  ?' — "  How  should  you  know  aary 
thing  about  the  matter  ?"  she  replied ;  ^  only 
do  what  I  bid  you."  Nureddin  went  to  the 
market,  caused  the  girdle  to  be  cried,  and 
actually  sold  it  for  twenty  dinirs.  He 
knew  not  whedier  he  might  trust  his 
eyes  when  he  received  the  money.  He 
purchased  provisions  and  silk,  and  returned 
to  his  slave.  ^^Upon  my  soul,**  said  he, 
^<  I  never  knew  a  better  trade  than  this. 
It  is  more  proAtaUe  to  make  such  girdles 
dian  to  be  a  great  merchant.'' 

Maria,  the  girdle^maker — ^that  was  the 
name  of  the  slave — smiled  and  ate  her 
supper  in  high  spirits.     Part  of  the  night 
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was  spent  in  making  another  girdle,  and  llie 
rest  of  it  devoted  to  pleasure.  Next  day 
Nureddin  paid  his  debt  to  the  old  merchant. 
Wlien  the  latter  heard  what  an  advan- 
tageous resource  Nureddin  had  found  in  his 
slave,  he  wished  him  joy.  On  the  following 
day,  precisely  the  same  course  was  pursued 
as  on  the  preceding  days,  and  thus  they 
lived  for  a  whole  year  in  the  greatest  plenty. 
Maria  the  girdle-maker  wrought  a  girdle 
every  night,  and  Nureddin  sold  it  next 
mornincr  for  twentv  dinars.  After  a  vear 
liad  thus  elapsed,  she  one  day  desired 
Nureddin  to  bring  her  silk  of  six  different 
colours.  ''  I  will  make  you,"  said  she,  "  a 
handkerchief  to  tie  round  your  neck,  a  hand- 
kerchief that  shall  surpass  in  beauty  the 
handkerchiefs  of  all  the  other  dealei^."  She 
worked  at  it  a  whole  week,  and  when  it  was 
finished,  she  tied  it  about  Nureddin's  neck, 
that  he  might  go  a-walking  in  the  streets. 
All  the  shopkeepers  who  beheld  Nureddin 
were  exceedingly  astonished,  and  crowded 
about  him  to  admire  the  beauty  of  this  hand- 
kerchief. 
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Nnreddin,  when  he  awoke  one  nighty 
found  Maria  by  his  side  all  bathed  in  tears. 
**  What  ails  yon,  mistress  of  beauty  ?"  asked 
he.  **  I  weep,**  said  she,  "  on  account  of 
the  separation  with  which  we  are  threaten- 
ed.**— "  Who  threatens  us  with  it  ?"  asked 
Nnreddin ;  ^*  we  love  each  other  cordially, 
and  nothing  in  the  world  will  ever  have 
power  to  part  us." — "  Ah !"  said  she,  "  you 
know  as  yet  nothing  of  the  world.  You 
enjoy  the  fair  days,  without  ever  thinking  of 
the  foul  ones  which  fate  has  in  store  for  you." 
— **  Beware,  my  dear  Nureddin,  of  an  old 
Frank,  who  squints  with  his  right  eye,  halts 
with  his  left  leg,  and  has  a  swarthy  com- 
plexion and  a  long  beard :  he  is  the  man 
whom  we  have  to  fear.  I  saw  him  yesterda} 
evening  prowling  about  the  city,  and  am 
oonvinced  that  he  is  come  solely  in  search 
of  me." — "Only  let  me  meet  with  him,** 
said  Nureddin ;  "  I'll  throttle  him,  or  play 
him  such  a  trick  as  he  shall  not  forget  while 
he  lives." — « Give  up,"  rejoined  Maria, 
'<  give  up  the  idea  of  taking  his  life,  but 
beware  of  entering  into  any  conversation, 
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intercourse,  business,  or  connexion  of  any 
kind  with  him.  May  God  protect  us  from 
his  consummate  villany  !" 

Next  morning,  when  Nureddin  had  left 
home,  to  go  about  in  the  city  as  usual  to  sell 
his  girdle,  he  sat  down  before  a  shop,  and 
was  overtaken  by  sleep.  The  old  Frank, 
attended  bv  seven  others  of  his  nation, 
chanced  to  pass  by,  and  no  sooner  did  he 
observe  the  handkerchief  which  Nureddin 
had  wrapped  round  his  head,  than  he  sat 
down  by  him  to  examine  it  more  closely. 
When  Nureddin  awoke  and  perceived  tlie 
old  Frank  by  his  side,  he  gave  a  loud  shriek. 
"  Why  do  you  shriek  thus  ?"  asked  the 
Frank,  "  have  we  robbed  you  of  something?" 
— "  If  you  had  robbed  me,  wretch,''  replied 
Nureddin,  "  I  w'ould  bring  you  to  justice." 
— "  Moslem,'*  said  the  Frank,  "I  conjure  you 
by  your  faith,  tell  me  how  you  came  by  this 
handkerchief?" — "  It  is  the  work  of  my 
mother,"  answered  Nureddin.  "  Sell  it  to 
me,"  said  the  Frank.  "  I  will  not  sell 
it,**  replied  Nureddin.  "  Sell  it  to  nie,"  re- 
peated the  Frank ;  ^^  I  will  give  you  five 
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hundred  din&rs  in  bard  cash  for  it;  with 
that  money  your  mother  can  make  you 
another." — **  I  will  not  sell  it»  hobbling 
wretch  V*  was  Nureddin's  cmly  answer.  The 
Frank  would  not  take  any  refusal,  but  con* 
tiDiied  to  increase  his  offer,  one  hundred 
dinars  at  a  time,  until  he  got  to  a  thousand. 
Nureddin  persisted  in  his  first  answer,  that 
he  would  not  sell  it.  The  merchants  who 
were  present  then  remonstrated  with  Nu* 
reddin,  and  said :  '*  But  what  obstinacy  it  is 
to  refuse  to  sell  for  a  thousand  dinars  a 
handkerchief  that  is  scarcely  worth  a  hun- 
dred !  Why  would  you  let  slip  the  of^r^ 
tunity  of  doing  so  meritorious  an  act  as  it 
would  be  to  fleece  this  cursed  Frank  of 
nine  hundred  dinars?'  Nureddin  at  length 
yielded,  out  of  shame  and  want  of  firmness ; 
he  delivered  the  handkerchief,  and  after  he 
had  received  the  thousand  dinars  was  about 
to  retire,  when  the  Frank,  turning  to  the 
merdiants  who  were  present:  ^  let  not 
Nnreddin  leave  us,''  said  he  to  them ;  *^  I 
invite  the  whole  company  to  sup  with  me : 
I  have  Bome  excellent  Cretan  wine,  a  fat- 
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ted  lamb  and   choice   fruit.     We  will  pass 
the  ni^lit  in  drinking  and  in  conversation." 
Nnreddin  did  all  he  could  to  get  excuseilj 
but  tlie  conijiany  would  not  listen    to   his 
reasiMis,  and  draofired  him  alonj;  with  them 
bv  force  to  the  residence  of  the  Frank.  Here 
he  set  a  patched  table  before  tlie  company, 
and  a   cupboard  lilled  with  broken    bottles 
und  glasses.    lie  then  placed  upon  it  a  fatted 
lamb,  and  broached  a  ciisk  of  Cretan  wine. 

It  was  not  lontr  before  Nureddin  had  drunk 

Ik 

so  much  that  he  was  intoxicated.     All  this 
time   the  Frank  kept  close  by  his  side,  and 
never  ceased  talkinij:  to  him.     "  Sell  mo," 
lie  at   length   said,    "  llie    slave   whom  vou 
bought  in  the  ]>resence  of  these  merchants 
for  one  thousand  dinfirs:     I   wiM   cr\\v   vou 
five  thousand  for  her.''     Nureddin  refused, 
though  but  feebly,   for  his  head  was  quite 
dizzy.     Raisinix  his  oiler  a  thousand  d  nars 
at  a  time,  the  Frank  at  length  got   to  ten 
thousand,  and  Nureddin  said  :    "  You  shall 
have  her  at  tliat  price."     The  Frank  called 
the  whole  company  to  witness  the  bargain, 
and  they  continued  to  push  the  w  ine  about. 
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Towards  morning  the  Frank  cried  out  to 
his  slaves:  "Ho  there!  bring  me  the  ten 
diousand  dinars  which  I  am  to  pay  Nureddin 
as  the  price  of  his  slave/' — "  Infamous  liar/' 
exclaimed  Nureddin ;  ^  I  have  sold  thee 
nothing;  and  besides  I  have  no  slave/' — 
**  These  Moslems  are  my  witnesses,"  replied 
the  Frank.  The  company  thereupon  bore 
witness  agreeably  to  the  truth,  at  the  same 
time  making  various  observations  on  die 
felly  of  Nureddin,  in  objecting  to  sell  for  ten 
thousand  dinars,  a  slave  who  had  cost  him 
but  one  thousand.  At  length  Nureddin, 
overpowered  by  their  attestations  and  argu- 
ments, was  forced  to  accept  the  ten  thou- 
sand dinars,  and  the  contract  of  sale  was 
drawn  up  by  the  judge  and  subscribed  by 
the  witnesses. 

Meanwhile  Maria,  the  girdle-maker,  find- 
ing that  Nureddin  did  not  return  at  the  usual 
hour,  passed  the  whole  night  in  weeping. 
The  wife  of  the  landlord,  the  old  dealer  in 
colours,  hearing  her  sighs  and  lamentations, 
came  to  inquire  the  cause.  8he  comforted 
her  as  well  as  she  could,  and  offered  to  stay 

VOL.   iz.  h 
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with  her  for  the  night.  Towards  morning 
NuiviKliu  arrived  in  company  with  the 
Frank  and  bovcral  other  persons.  At  thi? 
biixht  ^laria  hti^an  to  tremble  for  fear,  and 
jiudilciilv  turned  pale.  "  What  ails  vou?" 
said  the  wife  of  the  colour-dealer  to  her. 
"  Ah  !'*  replied  the  girdle-maker,  *'  the 
hour  of  parting  is  at  liand  : — *  the  suu 
shiucs  at  hi>  rising  with  a  pure  light  for  joy 
At  ai:ain  btholdinor  the  earth  ;  at  his  set- 
ting  he  i>  yellow  with  paui  at  being  obliged 
to  leave  it.' — Were  not  my  presentiments 
correct  ?  Have  I  not  predicted  to  you  that 
Nu  red  din  would  sacrifice  me  to  the  Frank. 
But  'lis  vain  to  atteu^pt  to  escape  one*b 
deslinv." 

At  that  moment  Nureddin  entered,  quite 
pale  and  spiritless,  "  So,  then,  you  have  sold 
me  !"  ^aid  she  to  him,  before  he  had  time  to 
open  hib  lips.  He  answered,  *'  tliat  he  had 
been  obliged  to  submit  to  the  iiTevocable 
decrees  of  fate,  and  that  human  wisdom  is  of 
no  avail  when  a  man  attempts  to  oppose  the 
resolves  of  Heaven."  He  embraced  her 
nod  said  that  nothing  but  the  hope  of  meet- 
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log  her  again  reconciled  him  to  life.  **  That 
b  a  dream  !"  said  she,  kissing  him  between 
the  eyes,  and  then  proceeded  as  follows : 

**I  will  love  none  except  thee,  even 
*'  though  I  were  but  a  spirit.  I  will  sigh 
*^  clay  and  night  like  the  turtle-dove,  I  cease 
'^  to  live  and  to  exist  when  I  am  separated 
«  from  thee.** 

And  behold  the  Frank  came  in  and  went 
up  to  Maria,  the  girdle-maker,  to  kiss  her 
hand  !  "  Curst  dog !"  said  she,  giving  him 
a  sound  box  on  the  ear;  *^  hast  thou  then 
been  obliged  to  run  after  me  so  far,  to 
catch  me  again  ?  But  still  every  thing  must 
terminate  to  my  advantage.'' — **  Madam," 
said  the  Frank,  **  I  am  perfectly  innocent 
in  this  matter.  You  must  vent  your  anger  on 
your  master,  Nureddin,  who  has  sold  you  en^ 
tirely  of  his  own  accord,  which  he  certainly 
would  nothavedone,  had  he  really  loved  you." 
'  But  it  is  time  to  inform  the  curious,  that 
Maria,  the  girdle-maker,  was  a  princess  and 
the  daughter  of  a  great  king  of  the  Franks, 
whose  capita]  was  equal  in  extent  to  the  city 
of  Constantinople,  and  we  will  now  relate 

1.2 
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but  ihey  all  returned  without  gaining  any 
intelligence.  The  king  then  sent  off  this 
lame,  squint-eyed  Frank,  who  was  liis  minis- 
ter of  police,  and  the  devil  incarnate  at  the 
business  of  espial.  He  was  directed  to  ex- 
plore all  the  countries  of  the  Musulmans, 
and  at  last  discovered  the  princess,  as  we 
have  seen,  in  the  city  of  Alexandrijx. 

"  O  Princess  Maria!"  said  the  minister  of 
police,  "  dry  your  tears ;  I  shall  lose  no  time 
to  convey  vou  back  to  your  father  and  vonr 
native  country.  You  ouejlit  to  be  satisfied, 
after  strolling:  about  the  world  for  more  than  a 
year  together,  and  bringing  such  an  expense 
upon  the  royal  exchequer.  I  had  orders  to 
buy  V(Mi  at  any  price."  With  these  words 
the  minister  fell  at  her  feet  and  kissed  them, 
but  she  spurned  him  from  her  with  indig- 
nation. The  slaves  belono:inff  to  the  minister 
brought  a  mule  richly  caparisoned,  on  which 
they  set  the  princess,  at  the  same  time 
spreading  over  her  head  a  silken  awning, 
supported  by  pillars  of  gold.  They  after- 
wards put  her  on  board  a  ship  that  was 
ready  to  sail.     As  soon    as    the    Frankish 
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vizier  gave  the  signal,  the  anchor  was 
weighed  and  all  the  sails  were  spread. 
Maria  shed  a  flood  of  tears  and  kept  her 
eyes  constantly  fixed  on  Alexandria. 

"  O  thou  abode  of  my  beloved  !'*  she 
exclaimed,  ^*  when  shall  I  again  behold 
thee  ?  The  winds  waft  me  from  thee,  and 
the  tears  flow  in  torrents  from  my  eyes. 

••  O,  my  God  !  unto  thee  I  commend  my 
beloved;  a  pledge  entrusted  to  thy  hands 
cannot  be  lost." 

The  patriarchs  who  accompanied  the 
minister  of  police  strove  in  vain  to  comfort 
her ;  she  did  nothing  but  weep  during  the 
whole  voyage. 
.  Nureddin,  on  his  part,  was  not  less  dis- 
consolate. He  returned  to  his  lodgings, 
where  he  had  spent  so  many  happy  days 
and  nights  with  his  dear  Maria.  All  now 
Appeared  to  him  gloomy  and  desolate,  lie 
saw  the  implements  which  she  had  used  for 
making  girdles;  he  saw  the  garments  which 
she  was  accustomed  to  wear  at  night.  Every 
thing  served  to  revive  indelible  recollections. 
He  wept ;  he  breathed  forth  the  transports 
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of  his  passion  in  glowing  verses ;  the  bouse 
now  became  quite  intolerable  to  him;  he 
hastened  to  the  harbour,  w^here  he  vet  be- 
held  at  a  distance  the  vessel  which,  under 
full  sail,  was  ravishing  from  liini  the  happi- 
ness of  his  life.  "  O,  Maria  !  Maria !"  he 
exclaimed,  "  have  I  really  possessed  thee, 
or  was  it  but  a  dream  !  My  eyes  still  see 
thee ;  the  sweet  tones  of  thy  voice  still  re- 
sound in  my  ears.  I  explore  the  house 
where  we  lived  together,  and  fancy  that  tliou 
art  still  present  to  my  view.  I  lay  me  dow^n 
where  thou  hast  lain,  and  wish  that  mv 
bones  may  there  repose  for  ever  !" 

These  soliloquies  were  interrupted  by  sobs 
and  repeated  cries  of  ''  O  Maria  !  Maria  !" 
when  an  old  man,  who  had  just  landed  from 
a  vessel  in  the  harbour,  said  to  him :  "  You 
are  lamenting  the  loss  of  that  Frankish  slave, 
who  has  just  sailed  ;  give  not  yourself  up  to 
despair,  perhaps  you  will  see  her  again." 
Nureddin  replied  only  by  fresh  declama- 
tions, and  the  repeated  cry  of  "  O  Maria  ! 
Maria !" 

The  old  man,  who  was  captain  of  a  ship. 
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was  touched  by  the  beauty  and  the  grief  of 
Nureddin,  and  said  to  him :  ^*  Take  it  not 
8o  deeply  to  heart,  my  son  ;  my  ship  is  bound 
to  the  city  to  which  they  are  conveying 
your  slave ;  I  have  on  board  one  hundred 
Moslems ;  come  with  me  and  you  shall  at- 
tain your  aim."  Nureddin  expressed  his 
thanks,  and  went  to  the  bazaar  to  purchase 
some  provisions.  The  captain  seeing  him 
return  with  so  scanty  a  supply,  began  to 
laugh.  ^'  Do  you  imagine,"  said  he  to  Nu- 
reddin, ^^  that  we  are  going  on  a  party  of 
pleasure  to  the  Pillar  of  Masts  ?"  (so  they 
denominate  Pompey's  Pillar.)  "  Why,  my 
son,  we  shall  be  two  good  months,  with  a  fa- 
vourable wind.  You  must  make  a  better 
provisi<Mi  for  so  long  a  voyage."  Nureddin 
returned  to  the  market  to  purchase  provi- 
sions for  three  months ;  and  having  got  to- 
gether all  he  wanted,  he  embarked. 

Three  days  afterwards  the  anchor  was 
weighed  and  the  sails  were  set.  After  they 
had  been  at  sea  fifty-one  days,  they  were 
taken  by  corsairs,  who  carried  them  to  the 
residence  of  the  king  of  the  Franks,  where 
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::  ex  ij-r.T;:-?  i\:>t  at  the  same  time  as  the 
5'*  r  -?  :  :'.  br.-v.: jht  the  Princess  Maria.  As 
v»  -  j:.-;  :":.r  nc'^s  of  li-r  arrival  spread 
:".'--.  jr.  :":.e  c  :..  tie  people  decorated  all 
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'-  -J  :*  :•  r.:tv::  a-^kc-.'  ].ct  was,  ''whether 
>   -.    '.>  :  r-..  .'  vT  ;.  v^.rl  ;**  '' Mot'ner,"  snid 
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""'  r//..  J  to  "ihare  the  lied 
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to  vvh,-ni  1  tVll  bv  lot : 
-  N-::-.t  !  :.-  >.  n  n.v  tate  with  all  the 
:r  T.  :.^-  1  !  ..ve  since  belonijeih" 
.:•.  r.  ^  -.  ^  'r.r.  :ki:>  '^uMiclv  addressed 
-. -:  r  :.^:.'.r  v:..:j\:vr,  that  she  mifiht 
^^:;  r.r-:  VvT-'tr:  cf  her  return,  have 
:-'::r  p:.:;ntly  establishing 
:!:e  tir.e'of  her  immacu- 
C-ttr.  I  v;iv,  had  well 
r.  J  s"  x"-:\\  vhtn  this  horrid  tale  was 
-;  .^  :'/.  :.^  r.tr  :n  the  rrt-^ence  of  the  whole 
:*r  --.  1 '~-:  N  :'-r  '^-'-'^  ovemhflmeil  with 
^— -. J-       -.:   t'   s  vvho!c  adventure,  and  espe- 

'^jnkness  of  his  daughter:  he 
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forthwith  assembled  a  council  of  state,  in 
which  the  viziers,  and  particularly  the  patri- 
archs, were  of  opinion,  that  to  wash  away 
all  stain  from  the  princess  his  daughter,  at 
least  a  hundred  Musulmans  ought  to  have 
their  heads  cut  off.  Agreeably  to  this  coun- 
sel the  king  issued  orders  that  the  hundred 
musulmans  taken  by  the  corsair,  and  among 
whom  was  Nureddin,  should  be  immediately 
brought  out  to  execution.  The  captain  was 
first  beheaded,  and  then  the  same  operation 
was  performed  on  the  merchants.  In  this 
manner  they  were  dispatched,  one  after  ano- 
ther, till  at  last  Nureddin  alone  remained  ; 
he  was  led  to  the  scaffold,  blindfolded, 
placed  upon  the  blood-stained  mat,  and  the 
headsman  was  preparing  to  deal  the  fatal 
blow,  when  an  old  woman  approached  the 
king  and  said  to  him :  '^  Sire,  you  have  pro- 
mised to  the  church  five  captive  Musul- 
mans, in  case  Heaven  should  permit  you  to 
find  the  princess  again.  Now  is  the  time  to 
fulfil  your  vow.'* — "  By  the  Messiah,  mo- 
ther !"  replied  the  king,  "  I  had  quite  for- 
got that.     There  is  not  one  left  but  the  pri- 

L  6 
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soner,  whom  voii  see  before  vou.  Take  him, 
then,  for  the  service  of  the  church,  and  1 
will  remain  voiir  debtor  for  the  four  others^ 
Had  vou  come  a  moment  sooner,  I  would 
have  triven  you  them  all  without  exception." 
The  old  woman  thanked  the  kin<j,  and  was 
quite  transported  when  she  saw  what  a 
handi.ome  voimij  man  had  fallen  to  lier 
share. 

She  thereupon  took  him  home  with  her, 
Lrave  him  a  black  shirt,  a  priest's  cap,  a 
stole  and  a  girdle,  all  which  she  put  on  him 
lierself,  and  made  him  perform  the  menial 
service  of  the  church.  He  had  been  employed 
in  this  manner  a  whole  vear,  when  one  dav 
the  old  woman  irave  him  ten  silver  drachmas, 
and  told  him  to  put  on  his  old  clothes  and 
to  iio  awav  and  eniov  himself  for  the  dav, 
charcinc:  him,  as  he  valued  his  life,  not  to 
show  his  face  within  the  purlieus  of  the 
church.  Nureddin  enquired  the  reason. 
*•  You  must  know,"  said  the  old  woman  to 
him,  ^'  that  the  princess  Maria  is  coming 
hither  to  day  to  perform  lier  devotions,  in 
fiiliilment  of  a  vow  which  she  made  while 
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yet  a  captive  in  the  hands  of  the  Mu8iil<» 
mans.  She  is  attended  by  four  hundred 
maidens  of  the  most  distinguished  families, 
and  if  but  one  of  them  sets  eyes  on  you, 
you  will  be  cut  in  pieces  without  mercy." 

Nureddin  took  the  ten  silver  drachmas 
and  his  cid  clothes,  and  was  going  out  of  the 
church.  At  this  very  moment,  the  princess 
Maria  came  up,  with  the  four  hundred  vir- 
gins belonging  to  the  first  families,  among 
whom  was  the  daughter  of  the  lame  and 
squinting  vizier.  Maria  appeared  in  the 
midst  of  them  like  the  moon  among  the  stars. 
When  Nureddin  perceived  her,  he  could  not 
suppress  the  raptures  which  he  felt  ^*  O 
Maria !  Maria  !"  exclaimed  he,  with  a  tone 
of  the  most  intense  passion.  When  the 
four  hundred  damsels  saw  Nureddin,  and 
lieard  his  apostrophe,  they  rushed  upon  him, 
dagger  in  hand,  to  dispatch  him  with  a 
thousand  stabs.  The  princess,  who  recog- 
nized but  too  well  the  voice  of  her  lover, 
called  out  to  iier  ladies  of  honour :  ^<  Hold  ! 
hold  I  do  ye  not  perceive  that  it  is  a  poor 
hinatic^  who  has  lost  his  reason?    Take 
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princess  then  told  her  ladies  that,  on  account 
of  her  loni^  absence  and  distance  from  all 
churches,  she  felt  a  particular  desire  to 
spend  the  night  in  this  church,  in  solitude 
aiid  devotion.  The  ladies  of  honour  dis- 
persed, and  slept  in  the  cloisters  outside  the 
church  :  the  princess  sought  Nureddin,  and 
tliev  iiiuulj^ed  ^vithout  reserve  in  all  the 
pleasures  of  a  happy  re-union. 

Tiiev  Were  still  clasped  in  each  others 
arms,  when  the  church-bell  ranir  for  matins. 
The  prince>s  rose  to  dress  herself,  and  once 
i.iore  embraced  her  lover.  *'  Nureddin," 
>a:d  >he,  *•  how  lon^  have  vou  been  in  this 
church  ?'' — '•  A  vear  and  seven  days,"  re- 
p.i^d  he.  •'  Are  you  acquainted  with  the 
>i:eet>,  quarters,  and  gates  of  this  town  ?" 
a^ked  the  princess.  Nureddin  answered  in 
the  affirmative.  "  In  that  Ciise,"  continued 
Maria,  **  take,  in  the  first  watch  of  the  en- 
suing night,  all  that  is  in  the  poor's  box; 
open  the  door  of  the  church  which  is  on 
the  side  next  to  the  sea,  and  repair  to  the 
shore.  Thou  wilt  there  find  a  vessel,  manned 
by  ten  meUf  the  captain  of  w^hich  will  oiTer 
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thee  his  hand.    But  wait  till  he  calls  thee  by 
thy  name,  and  be  not  too  precipitate." 

Meanwhile  the  ladies  of  honour  were  all 
awake  and  stirring:  the  princess  opened 
the  door  of  the  church,  where  she  was  re- 
ceived by  the  patriarchs,  who  assisted  her  to 
mount  her  mule,  held  an  awning  over  her 
head,  and  led  the  animal  by  the  bridle. 

The  churcli  was  presently  filled  with 
people,  and  Nureddin,  as  usual,  attend- 
ed the  altar.  He  told  the  old  woman  that 
he  had  passed  the  preceding  night  in  the 
town,  and  she  congratulated  him  on  having 
done  so,  otherwise,  she  said,  it  would  have 
been  all  over  with  his  life. 

In  the  first  watch  of  the  succeeding  night, 
he  emptied  the  poor's  box,  and  repaired  by 
the  door  specified  to  the  sea-shore.  Here 
he  found  the  vessel,  the  raisj  or  captain,  of 
which  instantly  gave  orders  for  weighing 
anchor.  The  crew  grumbled,  and  said: 
**  We  have  received  totally  different  orders 
from  the  palace  :  the  king  intends  to-mor- 
row to  take  an  excursion  himself  in  this 
vessel,   to    reommoitre  the  Mahommedan 
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(•orsaii>  wliich  thriMten  lo  carry  off  the 
(iriiK-i'5i  M:iria-'" — "  Who  dare  (lispule  niy 
orLlci-s.'"  cHl.!  the  r,ns,  and  with  a  single 
iirnkc  of  his  sabre  cut  uft'  liie  lieod  of  ihe 
man  nlio  had  jii^t  spoken.  Tliis  siiniiiinrA- 
priieidiiro  did  itol  deter  the  olliers  fioiii  re- 
itmii-trntinii.  Tiiey  sliared  the  fate  iifiluir 
ti'inraiie.  and  in  tliis  manner  all  ten  of  them 
were  di-j>atehed,  one  after  anoliier.  '•  Now 
^Mine  oil  Kiard  !"  cried  the  rais  to  Xurtd- 
tiiii.  He  accord iiiiily  jxot  on  board,  trem- 
biiii-  in  evory  joint.  "  S[iread  tlie  .aihs" 
>;nii  liio  rtiis,  "  and  brace  the  rigtrinj:,  while 
1  take  tlie  hilin."  Xiireddin  atiempted  to 
ilo  "h.ii  ihf  nii.i  directed,  but  was  sti  con- 
I'uM'd.  through  fear  and  anxiety,  that  he 
I'liiiidtrcil  in  ali  his  maiicruvres.  The  raa 
thiii  put  oti'  his  mask  and  a  false  beard,  and 
exhibited  hiniselt  to  Xureddin,  who  was  as- 
tonisheti  to  see  the  princess  Maria  stand 
confes^etl  before  him.  Hedeclaimetl  on  the 
spot  sonie  extempore  verses,  and  concluded 
•rith  acknowledging  tiiat  lie  had  fell  drcad- 
of  this  rais,  who  was  such  on 
■It  of  cutting  off  heads. 
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The  princess  Maria,  who  was  equally  con- 
versant in  the  science  of  navigation,  laughed 
at  his  apprehensions.  She  first  set  before 
him  some  refreshments  for  breakfast,  and 
then  produced  the  pearls  and  precious 
stones,  which  she  had  taken  with  her  from 
her  father's  treasury.  This  sight  afforded 
great  pleasure  to  Nureddin.  The  wind  was 
favourable  for  their  voyage,  and  they  came 
at  length  in  sight  of  the  Pillar  of  Masts. 
As  soon  as  the  vessel  was  moored  by  a  cable 
to  the  quay  of  the  harbour,  Nureddin  said 
to  Maria :  ^*  Wait  here  while  I  go  and  pro- 
cure all  that  is  requisite  for  you  to  appear 
with  decency  in  the  streets  of  the  town.  I 
will  borrow  a  pair  of  slippers  and  a  veil, 
which  is  indispensable,  of  the  wife  of  the 
colour-dealer.** — "  Go,"  said  Maria,  "  but 
be  sure  not  to  tarry,  lest  you  have  cause  to 
repent  it." 

We  will  now  leave  Nureddin,  to  see  what 
the  king  of  the  Franks  is  about.  The  morn- 
ing after  Maria's  flight,  he  inquired  for  his 
daughter,  and  all  the  intelligence  he  could 
obtain  respecting  her  was,  that  the  pre- 
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ceding  day  she  had  performed  her  devotions 
in  the  great  church.  At  that  moment, 
tidings  were  brought  of  the  murder  of  the 
ten  seamen  belonging  to  the  royal  vessel, 
and  the  disappearance  of  the  vessel  itself. 
'^  If  my  vessel  is  gone,'*  said  he,  "  no  doubt 
my  daughter  has  run  away  with  it."  He 
then  sent  for  the  captain  of  the  port,  and 
gave  him  his  sentence  of  death,  in  case  he 
did  not  bring  back  the  princess.  The  cap- 
tain of  the  port  inquired  of  the  old  woman 
in  the  church  what  countryman  her  prisoner 
was,  and  on  learning  that  he  came  from 
Alexandria,  he  immediately  equipped  a 
ship,  and  steered  his  course  for  the  harbour 
of  that  citv. 

He  was  accompanied  in  tliis  voyage  by 
the  lame,  squint-eyed  minister  of  police. 
Thev  reached  the  harbour  almost  at  the 
same  moment  that  the  fugitives  arrived 
there,  and  knew  the  vessel  again  at  the 
first  glance.  The  vizier,  with  a  troop  of 
armed  men,  went  in  a  smaller  vessel  and 
approached  that  of  the  princess,  with  the 
intention  of  boarding.     This  enterprize  was 
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the  more  easy  of  execution,  as  the  princess 
was  all  alone;  and  the  whole  affair  was 
therefore  accomplished  without  the  loss  of 
a  drop  of  blood.  They  carried  her  off 
without  striking  a  single  blow,  and  soon 
conveyed  her  back  to  her  father.  "  Woe 
to  thee,  unnatural  child !"  said  he  to  her, 
<^  who  hast  abandoned  the  faith  of  thy  fore- 
fathers and  the  bosom  of  the  church,  for- 
saken father  and  country  to  run  after  Mu- 
sulman  adventurers." — <^I  am  innocent  of 
that,  father,"  said  she.  "  You  are  already 
acquainted  with  my  frankness,  and  an  ad- 
venture, more  or  less,  could  not  do  any 
vast  injury  to  my  reputation.  You  may, 
therefore,  believe  me  when  I  tell  you,  that 
in  the  whole  affair  I  am  perfectly  innocent, 
and  that,  at  the  moment  I  was  about  to 
pay  the  offering  of  my  devotion  to  the  Virgin 
Mary,  I  was  seized  by  a  band  of  corsairs, 
who  ga^ed  me  and  carried  me  on  board 
their  vessel.  I  swear  to  you  that  you  could 
have  done  me  no  greater  favour  than  to 
rescue  me  from  the  hands  of  the  Musul- 
mans*"— ^"  These  are  lies  of  the  old  stamp,'* 
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said  the  king  of  tlie  Franks,  "  and  I  swear  to 
lliet?  bv  the  blessed  evangelists  that  thou 
sliall  suffer  the  most  ignominious  death.. 
N«n  content  with  thv  first  fauhs,  tliou  must 
heap  infamy  upon  infamy."  The  king  forth- 
with pronounced  sentence  that  the  princess, 
\.\<  ilauLjhten  should  be  hanijed  before  the 
gate.-  of  the  palace.  At  that  moment  the 
lame  and  '^uint-eyed  vizier  entered.  Hf 
had  long  been  captivated  by  tlie  charms  of 
the  prince-s,  and  came  to  beseech  the  king 
to  foreLTo  the  execntion  of  his  daughter,  and 
t  J  ixive  her  to  him  to  wife.  He  enijaired  at 
tlie  ^ame  time  to  keep  her  securely  shut  up 
in  a  palace,  inaccessible  to  all  attempts  of 
Mahometan  corsairs.  On  this  condition  the 
kinir  consented  to  the  union  of  liis  daujxhter 
with  the  vizier. 

Tlie  priests,  monks  and  patriarchs  were 
informed  of  tliis  match,  and  the  lame  and 
squint-eyed  vizier  set  people  to  work  about 
the  palace.  What  was  meanwhile  the  situ- 
ation of  poor  Nuredden  ?  When  he  came 
back  with  the  veil  and  the  slippers,  he  saw 
a  great  multitude  moving  to  and  fro  in  the 
harbour.     He   enquired    the  cause  of  this, 


THE   GIRDLE-MAKER.  SS9 

and  was  told  that  the  armed  boat  of  a 
Frankish  ship  had  just  boarded  a  vessel 
that  was  already  moored  by  a  cable  to  the 
quay,  and  carried  off  a  female  who  was  in 
that  vessel.  At  these  words  Nureddin 
swooned,  and  when  he  came  to  himself 
again,  he  related  his  adventure  from  begin- 
ning  to  end. 

The  people  censured  Nureddin,  and  each 
found  something  or  other  to  blame  in  his 
conduct*  "  He  is  rightly  served,  why  did 
he  leave  her  alone?"  said  some.  ^^What 
need  was  there  for  veil  and  slippers  ?'  cried 
others.  In  the  mean  time  the  old  colour- 
dealer  came  to  the  spot.  When  he  beheld 
Nureddin  in  such  a  deplorable  state,  he 
desired  to  know  the  cause.  ^^  The  veil,  to 
be  sure,  was  superfluous,"  said  he,  ^^  but  talk- 
ing about  it  now  is  still  more  so.  Come 
with  me,  my  son :  we  shall  find  another 
slave,  I  warrant,  who  will  be  able  to  console 
you  for  your  loss." — "  Nothing  in  the  world 
will  ever  be  capable  of  consoling- me  for 
that,"  said  Nureddin.  ^^  What,  then,  do  you 
think  of  doing?"   asked  the  colour-dealer. 
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'•  1  will  return  to  the  residence  of  the  king 
of  the  Franks,"  said  Xureddin,  "  to  recover 
my  beloved  Maria." — "  My  son,"  said  the 
merchant,  "  you  let  her  escape  the  first  lime, 
beware  of  the  second." — "  I  care  not,"  re- 
plied Xureddin,  "  I  care  not  if  I  sacrifice 
mvself  for  her." 

It  >o  happened,  that  just  at  this  moment 
there  was  a  ship  in  the  harbour  on  the 
point  of  sailing.  Xureddin  went  on  board, 
and  the  ship  stood  out  to  sea.  They  fell  in 
bv  the  wav  with  several  cruizers,  sent  out 
by  the  king  of  the  Franks,  to  capture  Mu- 
sulmans ;  for,  since  the  last  adventure  of 
his  daughter,  he  had  vowed  to  destroy  them 
all.     Tiiev  were  taken  and  carried  into  the 

•r' 

port  of  the  king  of  the  Franks,  who  issued 
orders  for  the  execution  of  the  prisoners, 
anioniT  whom  was  Xureddin.  A  hundred 
heads  were  already  chopped  off,  and  Nu* 
reddin*s  alone  was  left  on  his  shoulders, 
when  he  was  recognized  by  the  king  at  the 
Tcrj'  moment  when  they  were  about  to  blind- 
fold him,  **  Thou  art  Nureddin,"  said  the 
king  to  him,  ^^  Nureddin,  who  has  been  here 
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once  before." — **No,"  replied  Nureddin, 
*'  my  name  is  Ibrahim." — "  'Tis  false,"  re- 
joined the  king,  **  thou  art  Nureddin,  and 
waat  a  servant  in  the  church  of  the  old 
woman."  Nureddin  persisted  in  it  that  his 
name  was  Ibrahim.  The  king  ordered  the 
old  lady  and  the  patriarchs  to  be  fetched 
firom  the  church,  and  confronted  with  Nu- 
reddin :  at  that  moment  the  lame  and  squint- 
^ed  vizier  entered.  *'  The  palace  is  ready," 
said  he,  '*  and  your  majesty  knows  the  vow 
I  have  made  to  sacrifice  three  Mussulmans 
at  the  gate,  before  I  move  into  it.  I  beseech 
you  to  enable  me  to  fulfil  my  vow,  for  I 
have  just  heard  that  a  cargo  of  captive 
Musulmans^  has  been  to-day  brought  in  for 
you.** 


cc 


By  the  Messiah !"  sud  the  king,  <'  I 
never  thought  of  thy  vow :  I  have  but  this 
one  prisoner  left — take  him  and  welcome,  till 
others  arrive."  The  vizier  accordingly  took 
Nureddin  along  with  him  for  the  purpose 
of  dyeing  the  threshold  of  his  new  palace 
with  his  blood ;  but^  finding  on  consideration 
that  he  should  fulfil^  his  vow  more  faithfully 
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and  exactly  if  he  sacrificed  the  three  devoted 
captives  at  once,  lie  ordered  Nureddin  to  be 
thrown  in  the  interim  into  prison.  He  wa^; 
confined  in  a  stable,  where  he  was  left  nearlv 
ic)  perish  of  hunger  and  thirst. 

The  king  had,  among  other  horses,  two 
\\iiich    were    twins,    and  of  extraordinarv 
l-eantv.     The  one  was  called  SabiAy  that  is, 
//(    icho  beats   in  the  race ;    and   the  other 
Snhik^  which   signifies — lie  that  reaches  the 
ricaL     These  two  horses  excited  the  envy  of 
kings  and  emperors  :  one  was  gray,  or  ash- 
coloured,    the   other  black  as  night.    The 
king  of  the  Isles,  who  was  jealous  because 
the  king  of  the  Franks  possessed  two  such 
hoises,  had    offered    immense    rewards    to 
anv   man    who   should   steal  one  of  these 
lior>cs;  but  so  great  was  tlie  care  taken  of 
them  that  this  was  quite  impracticable. 

Meanwhile  a  white  speck  began  to  appear 
in  the  eve  of  one  of  these  horses.  All 
who  were  expert  in  farriery  bad  tried  their 
skill  upon  it,  in  vain.  The  vizier,  who  also 
flattered  hhmself  that  be  should  be  able  to 
cure  the  complaint,  had  caused  the  horse 
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to  be  removed  to  his  stable ;  and*  as  the  aai- 
mal  could  not  bear  the  separation  from  his 
twin-brother,  the  latter  also  was  taken 
thither.  Such  were  the  companions  of  Na- 
reddin  when  the  viauar  entered  the  stable^ 
and  he  was  quite  in  despair  to  find  that  his 
medicines  had  produced  no  effect  ^*  What 
would  ypu  give  me,  who  am  very  skilful  in 
farriery,"  said  Nureddin,  *^  what  would  you 
give  me  to  cure  this  horse  for  you?"^-* 
^  Life  and  liberty,"  answered  the  viaier. 

Nureddin  thereupon  took  wax  and  gar- 
lic^ and  made  with  them  a  plaster,  which  he 
put  over  the  ailing  eye.  He  then  went  to 
bed,  and  commended  his  cure  to  God. 
Next  morning  the  viaier  himself  came  to 
remove  the  plaster  from  the  horse's  eye,  and 
his  joy  equalled  his  astonishment,  when  he 
saw  that  his  eyes  shone  as  bright  as  the 
light  of  morning.  He  was  so  transported, 
that  from  this  moment  he  appointed  Nured- 
din his  master  of  the  horse.  In  this  capa- 
city he  led  a  very  agreeable  life,  and  exer- 
<;ised  boundless  authority  over  every  thing 
connected  with  the  stables  of  the  vizier. 

M  2 


244  NUREDDIN    AND    MARIA, 

The  vizier  had  a  daughter,  whose  languish- 
ing beauty  was  like  a  gazelle  panting  with 
thirst  :  her  apartments  overlooked  the 
court-yard  of  the  stables,  where  she  had 
consequently  more  than  one  opportunity  to 
hear  Nureddin,  who  sang,  in  elegiac  verses, 
the  sufferings  of  an  unfortunate  passion. 
'*  Poor  young  man !"  said  she  to  herself, 
"  he  is  separated  from  her  whom  he  loves. 
I  feel  for  him."  She  communicated  her 
discovery  to  her  new  step-mother,  who  had 
taken  possession  of  the  palace  the  preceding 
day.  The  latter  shed  tears,  and  recited 
some  verses  which  were  applicable  to  her 
own  sorrows.  The  description  given  by 
her  step-daughter  of  the  master  of  the 
horse,  so  young  and  so  melancholy,  made  a 
most  extraordinary  impression  upon  her; 
and  on  going  to  the  window,  which  over- 
looked the  stable  court,  she  recognized  her 
beloved  Nureddin.  She  contrived,  however, 
to  conceal  her  joy  from  her  step-daughter. 
"  I  should  not  have  supposed,"  said  she, 
«<  that  you  already  understood  the  language 
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of  the  tender  passion  so  well.    Now^  go  to 
your  work.*' 

When  the  vizier's  daughter  had  with- 
drawn, Maria  opened  the  window,  and  lis- 
tened with  delight  to  the  melancholy  strains 
in  which  the  beloved  of  her  heart  expressed 
the  feelings  of  his  faithful  affection.  She 
sang  a  very  tender  couplet,  in  reply  to  his 
verses.  ^*  O,  Maria  I  Maria  I''  exclaimed 
Nureddin,  ^*  'tis  thy  voice  that  penetrates 
the  inmost  recesses  of  my  heart  I"  These 
words  were  followed  by  a  flood  of  tears,  and 
some  verses,  with  which  the  poetic  vein  of 
his  passion  inspired  him.  The  princess 
thereupon  took  pen  and  ink,  and  wrote  the 
following  billet : — 

*'  Thy  slave,  Maria,  sends  greeting,  and 
bums  with  desire  to  be  reunited  to  thee. 
Hear  what  she  says,  and  do  what  she 
tells  thee.  In  the  first  watch  of  the 
lugfat — tor  that  is  the  most  propitious 
time  for  lovers — in  the  first  watch  of 
the  night,  take  the  two  horses  which  are 
entrusted  to  thy  care,  lead  them  out  of 
the  town,  and  there  wait  for  me.    Should 
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any  one  ask  whitiier  thou  art  going  witli 
the  horses,  say  that  thou  art  taking  them 
out  for  an  airing." 

This  billet  she  threw  out  of  the  window ; 
Nureddin  found,  and  picked  it  up,  recog- 
nized tlie  hand-WTiting  of  his  mistress,  held 
it  to  his  eves,  bedewed  it  with  his  tears,  and 
exclaimed  as  follows  : — 

"  Thv  letter  hath  anew  inflamed  me  with 
desire :  it  reminds  me  of  the  moments  of 
past  bliss;  it  conjures  up  the  illusion  of 
our  reunion." 

With  the  most  vehement  impatience,  Nu- 
reddin now  waited  for  the  first  watch  of  the 
night ;  he  then  saddled  the  two  horses,  and 
proceeded  out  of  the  town,  to  the  place  of 
rendezvous  specified  by  Maria.  Mean- 
while she  had  repaired  to  the  apartments  of 
her  new  husband,  the  lame  and  squint-eyeil 
vizier.  This  was  the  first  time  that  she  had 
approached  him ;  and  when  she  belield  his 
hideous  form  so  near  her,  she  prayed  in  her 
heart :  "  O  my  God  !  pennit  me  not  to  be 
polluted,  after  I  have  tasted  pure  pleasures  !'' 
She  composed  herself,  however,  as  well  a«i 


she  oonld,  and  assmaed  a  demeanour  which 
seemed  to  betray  lort.    ^  My  dear  lord  and 
hmsband/'  said  she  to  him,  ^  the  world  is 
indeed    tnmed    topsy«'turvy,   since    I    am 
obliged   to  come  to   you,  instead  of  your 
ooming    to   see    me.''-^^^  Generosity  and 
kindness/'  relied  the  viaier,  ^^  are  virtues 
which  exclusively  belong  to  you,  queen  of 
the  earth  I  I  am  the  meanest  of  your  slaves ; 
and  I  am  overwhelmed  with  shame  that 
you  should  anticipate  me  in  such  a  gracious 
and  condescending  manner.    You  are  in- 
deed a    pearl  beyond  all  price,    and    my 
&Ge  is  bowed  down  to  the  dust  at  your 
feet." — ^**  Pshaw  I"  said  the  princess,  "  a 
truce     to    compliments    and    gallantries. 
Where  is  the  supper  ?'    The  vizier  called 
his  slaves,  and  ordered  the  table  to  be  im- 
mediately laid  with  a  profusion  of  the  most 
exquisite  dishes,  fowls  and  chickens,  geese 
and  goslings,  partridges   and  quails,  and 
creams  of  all  colours  and  of  the  most  various 
tastes.    The  princess  helped  the  vizier  with 
her  own  hands,  and  even  kissed  his  ugly 
lips.    They  then  washed  their  hands,  and 
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^rll  :o  drinkiniT,  and  indulged  in  boundless 
rr.trrlin^nu  The  princess  presently  took 
cu:  cr'hcr  pocket  a  dose  of  Cretan  henbane, 
^"r.ivh  had  been  prepared  at  Mogreb,  and 
-a  ±5  ic  ur. commonly  strong,  that  an  elephant 
^L.ch  had  inhaled  but  a  single  pinch  of  it 
»♦.  ..IJ  have  been  deprived  of  sense  for  up- 
-aA-.:-  cf  a  vtor.  She  put  it  into  die  glass* 
*L:v!i  she  handed  to  the  vizier,  and  he 
.^i-'A'^k  it  or,  without  the  slightest  suspicion 
cf  :1^  trick  :  but  before  he  had  yet  emptied 
-/  V  ^'..i>s*  htr  became  insensible,  and  the  rest 
jr' ::  e  liquor  delugeil  his  beard. 

1  ht^  pri:xx>s  thereupon  rose  forthwith, 
in'  iLvk  two  sacks,  which  she  filled  with 
•t^tls  and  provisions.  With  these  two 
sacks  cti  her  shoulders,  she  went  out  of  the 
paicice,  and  took  the  wav  tliat  led  out  of  the 
r^  '.^  n  to  :he  place  where  poor  Xureddin  had 
i>  ti:  Iciig  waiting  for  her.  But,  oppressed 
^fc  .:h  raricue,  he  was  extended  on  the  ground, 
and  slept  soundly  :  dianks  be  to  God,  who 
t>:s:ow^  sleep  on  the  unfortunate,  while  he 
himself  never  sleeps  ! 

Just  about  this  time  the  king  of  the  is- 
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lands  had  offered  great  rewards  to  tbe  thieves 
who  could  steal  the  two  rare  horses  which 
Nureddin  had  taken  with  him.  Among 
these  horse-stealers  was  a  black  slave, 
brought  up  in  the  islands,  to  whom  im- 
mense treasures  had  been  promised,  if  he 
could  contrive  to  run  away  with  but  one  of 
the  two  horses.  He  had  long  lurked  about 
in  the  dty  of  the  Franks,  without  approach- 
ing nearer  to  his  object,  either  while  the 
horses  were  still  in  the  king's  stables,  or 
afterwards  when  they  were  in  the  stables  of 
the  vizier.  He  hoped  this  very  night  to  be 
able  to  accomplish  his  purpose,  and  therefore 
proceeded  towards  the  ci^,  when,  to  his  great 
astonishment,  he  observed  on  the  way  the 
two  horses  which  Nureddin,  though  asleep, 
was  still  holding  by  the  bridle.  He  cut  the 
bridles  and  was  just  preparing  to  mount  one 
of  the  horses,  when  the  Princess  Maria 
arrived  with  her  two  sacks.  Mistaking  the 
thief  for  Nureddin,  she  gave  him  the  two 
sacks,  without  saying  a  word,  for  fear  of 
making  a  noise,  and  forthwith  mounted  the 
second  horse.     After  they  had  proceeded 
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toirether  for  some  time,  "  WTiut  ails  voiu 
my  dear  Nureddin,"  said  she,  "  that  you  do 
not  speak  to  iiie  ?"  The  black  thereupon 
turiietl  his  head,  and  said  with  an  angry  look 
and  threatening  tone,  "  What  meanest 
thou,  slave  ?"  Maria  stared  when  she  heard 
this  strnnire  voice,  and  had  nearlv  fainted 
\y\un  she  saw  the  ugly  negro  visage,  with 
hands  as  big  as  bears'  paws.  Presently  re- 
covering herself,  however,  she  addressed 
him  in  the  follo^\•ing  words :  "  Who  art 
tliou,  descendant  of  the  children  of  Hani, 
ind  what  is  thy  name  ?'* — "  Confounded 
Aench  !"  replied  he,  "  my  name  is  Masoud, 
diu\  I  am  a  horse-stealer  by  profession." 
Maria,  without  answering  a  single  word, 
drew  her  sword,  and  at  one  thrust  ran  him 
Through  the  bodv  from  behind.  He  weltered 
hi  his  blood  and  his  spirit  fled  to  bell. 
Maria  instantly  turned  back  to  the  place 
where  she  had  found  the  two  horses,  and 
there  discovered  Nureddin  still  asleep,  and 
holding  the  bits  of  the  bridles  in  his  hand. 
She  dismounted  and  shook  him,  in  order  to 
waken  him:    he    suddenly  awoke   and  ex- 
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:  **  Ha !  see  there— my  dearly  be- 
lofd  !  God  be  praised  that  you  are  come 
safe  and  sound  {''—•>*  No  thanks  to  you  for 
that!"  answered  she;  ^' but  now  rise  and 
mount  without  noisew''  He  mounted  the 
horse,  and  they  pursued  the  road  leading 
firom  the  ci^  at  fiill  gallop*  *^  Did  I  not 
warn  you  against  falling  asleep  ?'  said  she. 
*^  You  now  see  the  consequences  of  it."  She 
nevertheless  related  to  him  her  adventures ; 
and|  as  they  thus  conversed,  they  came  to 
the  spot  where  the  black  was  yet  swimming 
in  his  blood.  '^  Alight,"  said  the  princess, 
'*  and  strip  him  of  his  arms  and  his  clothes." 
Nureddin  made  some  difficulties;  upon 
which  Maria  herself  alighted,  and  left  Nu- 
red£n  sitting  on  his  horse,  filled  with 
admiration  of  her  undaunted  spirit.  They 
continued  to  ride  on  the  whole  night  till 
annrise,  when  they  found  themselves  in  a 
beautiful  plain^  enamelled  with  flowers  and 
peojpded  with  birds  and  antelopes.  Here 
Maria  and  Nureddin  dismounted,  let  their 
horses  stand,  and  refreshed  themselves  with 
some  of  the  provisions    contained  in  the 
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sat^k?^  Thev  then  mutuallv  related  what 
:r.t;»  r.ivi  filtered  during  iheir  separation 
:r.c;  one  ai^oibtr. — But,  lo  !  there  arose  all 
i.:  c-v"\.  A  c.or.vi  of  Just,  which  darkened  the 
"*rr..^  r.w  rl7on ;  at  tlie  same  time  there 
^  r^c  bx^-'u  the  inimpling  of  horses  and  the 
rs^:  r^  of  we.rwX^n>.  It  was  a  force  dis- 
rviivh— d  In  pur<i::t  of  Maria,  as  we  shall 
r:v?<n:-v  rt.die  :o  vou. 

rbc  kir.^  h^r.  risen  ver\'  earlv  to  wish  the 
vrTv'^^s  h:?  c^aUiThrer  a  good  morning, 
-xcr;:t^b:y  ;o  :he  eiiquette  of  the  court.  He 
r.-^v*.  TAkci:  w:::.  him.  at  the  same  time,  gar- 
r:rr.:s  of  >:.k,  :irM  g:o]d  and  silver,  to  make 
tr  i»  prtSc!.:  of  iheni.  His  consternation 
-•ii^  c^ -»i  ai  no:  finding  his  dauijhter  and 
:x  :  V . vi . :: iZ  the  v  ii i ^  r  h er  husband  Ivimr 
sinscioss  on  the  door.  He  instantlv ordered 
-ft^rr.  ^:\:tT  ^ud  vinegar  to  be  brought;  and 
"•.ih  :hcs<r  he  couiittTactetl  the  eflect  of  the 
V  p;jiie,  and  brought  tlie  vizier  back  to  his 
<<n>>t>*  He  then  inquired  of  him  conceni- 
:r^  his  daughier.  *'  Great  king  !"  replied 
be,  ^  I  know  nothing  at  all  about  her;  ex- 
o^  thai,  in  the  rerr  last  momenl  that  I 
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recollect  having  been  in  possession  of  my 
faculties,  she  handed  me  something  to 
drink.''  The  king  in  a  rage  drew  his  sword, 
and  aimed  so  effective  a  blow  at  the  head  of 
the  vizier,  that  he  cleft  it  in  two.  He  then 
sent  in  quest  of  his  two  horses;  but  the 
grooms  unanimously  declared  that  the  mas- 
ter of  the  horse-  had  taken  them  out  for  an 
airing  in  the  night,  and  that  they  knew  not 
what  had  become  of  him.*' — *^  By  my  faith, 
and  by  the  Messiah  I"  swore  the  king,  *^  I 
have  lost  my  vizier  and  my  daughter;  but 
what  is  that  to  the  loss  of  my  horses?  It  is 
certainly  that  slave,  whose  life  the  vizier 
saved  by  his  solicitation — it  is  certainly  that 
dave  who  has  committed  this  crime.''  The 
king  sent  forthwith  for  three  of  his  principal 
generals,  and  ordered  each  of  them  to  put 
himself  at  the  head  of  a  thousand  men,  and 
to  go  in  search  of  his  horses  and  his  daugh- 
ter. The  patriarchs  and  the  grandees  of  the 
court  likewise  joined  the  pursuers,  and  thus 
they.overtook  Maria  and  Nureddin  in  the 
plain. 

No  sooner  did  Maria  perceive  them  ap« 
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not  wish  thee  to  spare  her  any  more  than 
the   rascally  slave  who  is  with  her !"— "  I 
anderdtand  and  obey^  father/'  said  Barboot. 
^'  O  Maria!"  he  exclaimed^  rushing  upon 
her,   '^  thou  hast  renounced  the  faith  of  thy 
ibre&thers  to  embrace  the  religion  of  ad- 
venturers,  that  is,  of  Musulmans;   unless 
thou  retumest  to  the  true  religion,  certain 
death  awaits  thee !'' — ^^  Pooh  !"  said  Maria, 
huighing,   *^  what  is  past  cannot  he  recalled 
and  he   that  is  dead  will  never  come  to 
life  again.     I  will  not  renounce  the  faith 
of  Mohammed,  the  son  of  Abdallah,  though 
I  were  compelled  to  drink  the  cup  of  per- 
dition to  the  very  dregs.'' — At  these  words 
Barboot  changed   colour,   and   both  com* 
menced  an  obstinate  conflict.    All  the  blows 
which  Barboot  aimed  at  his  sister  she  par- 
ried with  incredible    agility   and    address. 
Thus  did  they  fight  for  a  long  time  without 
either  gaining  any  advantage,  when  Barboot 
at  length  n^lected  to  cover  himself,  and  his 
sister  with  her  sword  dealt  him  such  a  blow 
on  the  neck,  that  she  cut  his  head  clean  off. 
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His  bodv  tumbled  from  his  horse,  aiid  his 
soul  went  straightway  to  hell. 

Maria  now  rode  to  and  fro  on  the  field  ot 
battle,  and  challenged  all  the  officers  of  the 
king  to  come  fortli  and  fight  her.     AVTieii 
the  kinij  her  father  saw  that  his  eldest  son 
had  bitten  the  dust,  he  beat  his  brow,   rent 
his  garments,    and    called   his  second  sod, 
whose   name  was   Bertos.     "  Go,  my  sod," 
said  he  to  him,  *'  and  revenge  thv  brother's 
death  on  tliy  sister." — "  I  understand,  and 
obev,  tather,*'  answered  Bertos.     He  attack- 
ed  the  princess,   but  finding  that  he  should 
not  long  be  able  to  witlistand  her,  he  would 
have  Siived  himself  by  flight.     Maria,  how- 
ever, left  him  no  time  for  that,  but  sent  him 
to  join  his  brother. 

Again  she  roile  to  and  fro  on  the  field  of 
battle.       •'   Wliere    are    the   brave  ? '    she 
cried  ;  ''  where  are  the  kniffhts  ?  where  are 
the  heroes?  where    is   that  limping  hound, 
the  squint-eyed    vizier?  let  him  come  for- 
ward, if  iie  has  heart  enough  !"     The  king 
was  in  despair  at   the  loss  of  his  two  sons  ; 
he  cent  for  the  third  ;   «  Go,  Bootoon,  my 
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son,*'  said  he  to  him,  ^*  go,  and  engage  thy 
sister,  and  revenge,  by  her  blood,  the  death 
of  thy  brothers."  Bootoon  made  head  for 
some  time  against  his  sister,  but  at  length 
she  threw  him  to  the  ground,  and  cried : 
'*  How  much  longer  wilt  thou  oppose  me, 
foe  of  God  and  the  Moslems  ?'  She  then 
thrust  her  sword  through  his  body,  and  sent 
him  after  his  brothers  into  everlasting  fire. 

When  the  patriarchs  and  the  other  cava- 
liers saw  that  the  three  princes,  who  were 
the  heroes  of  their  age,  had  fallen  by  the 
hand  of  the  princess,  they  began  to  tremble 
for   their  own  safety,   and  to  prepare  for 
flight.     The  king  observed  that  confusion 
and  dismay  pervaded  his  army.     ^^  *Tis  a 
demon  incarnate,  my  daughter  Maria,"  said 
he  to  himself;  **  if  I  continue  the  conflict  with 
her,  she  is  likely  enough  to  send  me  after  my 
sons  into  the  other  world.     It  is  better  for 
me  to  save  my  life  at  least,  if  I  cannot  save 
my  honour.      I  had  better  return  to  my 
capital.''     Full  of  chagrin  and  inward  rage 
at  the  death  of  his  three  sons  and  the  defeat 
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:'  :Js   amiv,  he  accordinulv  -et  out  on  his 
•  ■  • —  • 

return. 

When  he  had  reached  his  capital,  he 
rjnh.^iih  sumnK^ned  a  srrand  council  of 
-:-::r,  in  ^hieh  he  recapitulated  his  griev- 
i.ncr>,  ::er.enil  and  particular,  and  asked 
•-!~.:i:  was  lo  l>e  done.  Tlie  council  of  state 
WAS  ot*  opinion  that  the  king  should  address 
^  :e:ttr,  written  with  his  own  hand,  to  the 
v:cc;Z:rent  of  God  on  earth,  to  the  then 
r^i^rr.in;^  commander  of  the  faithful,  thesnreat 
.LT.vl  ni:3^ty  caliph,  Haroun  al  Rascliid.  The 
kir.^  accorvliniijv  wrote  to  the  caliph,  after 
:he  ufual  compliments  at  the  beginning  of 
:!":e  letter,  as  follows: — 

••  I  Iia\e  a  daughter  who  is  called  Prin- 
».>r-s  Maria,  the  irirdle-maker.  She  has 
i^t.n    reduced    bv   Xureddin,    the    son    of 

m 

Faieiidin  the  merchant  of  Cairo,  and  this 
?ciTi:e  Xureddin  has  even  carried  her  away 
from  me-  I  therefore  beseech  thee,  Com- 
mander of  the  Faithful,  to  send  her  back 
to  me,  in  charge  of  a  trusty  messenger, 
as  speediJv  as  possible.  Under  similar  cir- 
cumstances,   I   pledge   myself  on  my  part 
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to  render  thee  all  possible  assistance,  and 
to  do  all  that  can  afford  thee  pleasure ;  and 
I  promise,  moreoYer,  to  cause  a  mosque  to 
be  erected  in  my  city." 

The  letter  was  sealed,  and  the  king  de- 
livered it  to  the  new  vizier,  who  had  taken 
the  place  of  the  limping,  squint-eyed  one, 
and    gave    him  the    following   verbal    in- 
structions :  ^*  When  thou  shalt  be  admitted 
to   an    audience  of   Haroun,    say  to  him : 
*  Mighty  caliph !    of  you   I   demand  our 
princess :    this    is   the  important  business 
on  which  I  am  come.     If  yon  comply  with 
my   request,  you  may  rely  on  the  grati- 
tude of  the  king  ray  master,  who  will  not 
fail  to  send  you  very  handsome  presents.' " 

To  stimulate  the  efforts  of  the  ambas- 
sador himself,  the  king  of  the  Franks  pro- 
mised him,  in  the  event  of  the  success  of 
his  embassy,  a  duchy  and  a  robe  of  honour 
embroidered  with  gold.  He  then  gave 
him  his  audience  of  leave,  and  enjoined 
him  in  the  strictest  manner  to  deliver  the 
letter  to  the  caliph  into  his  own  hands. 
The  vizier  set  out,   and  afler  traversing 
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many  hills  aiid  dales,  and  fields  and  deserts, 
he  arrived  at  Bagdad,  where  he  rested  him- 
self for  ihe  first  three  days.  He  then  in- 
quired for  die  palace,  and  repaired  thither 
to  solicil  an  audience  of  tlie  caliph. 

He  was  conducted  into  the  apartment 
of  the  caliph,  prostrated  himself  before  him, 
delivered  the  presents,  and  handed  to  him 
his  master's  letter.  Haroun  read  it,  and 
immediately  ordered  circuhirs  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  governors  of  tie  provinces, 
containing  a  description  of  the  persons  of 
Maria  and  N'ureddin,  and  an  express  com- 
mand to  send  them,  as  soon  as  they  should 
)>e  apprehended,  to  the  court  of  the  caliph. 

The  lovers  had  meanwhile,  after  the 
defeat  of  the  king  of  the  Franks,  journeyed 
to  SjTia  and  arrived  safe  at  Damascus, 
nrhich  city,  however,  the  couriers  of  the 
caliph  had  reached  before  them.  They 
were  in  consequence  immediately  asked 
their  names  at  the  gale,  and,  as  ihey  both 
took  grest  delight  in  relating  iheir  ad- 
ventuKS  thf'  '-■ ■->  ,.!>.ily  recognizeil  by 
lb*  qjjes  •  uiil    convevcd   to 
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Bagdad^     There  they  were  conducted  into 
the   hall   in   which    the    caliph   was  wont 
to    giye   audience,  and   they  threw  them- 
selves at  his  feet.     ^  Here,'*  said  the  cham- 
berlain, who  happened  that  day  to  be  on 
duty,  **  here  is   the   Princess  Maria,    the 
^rdle^roaker,    the   only  daughter   of  the 
king   of  the    Franks — and   Nureddin,  the 
son   of  Tajeddin   the  merchant  of   Cairo, 
who  has  seduced  her,  and  stolen  her  from 
her  father,  and  brought  her  to  Damascus  in 
Syria,  where  they  have  both  been  appre- 
hended.    Haroun  fixed  his  eyes  on  Maria, 
and  was  enchanted  with  the  el^ance  of  her 
shape  and  the  suavity  of  her  words,  the  mo- 
ment she  addressed  him.    **  Are  you,''  he 
asked,     *^  Maria,     tlie    girdle-maker,    the 
daughter  of  the  king  of  the  Franks  ?*' — "  I 
am,   at  your    service,   commander   of  the 
faithful,    defender  of  the  faith,  cousin  of 
the  chief  of  the  prophets !"     Haroun  then 
turned  to  Nureddin,  who  likewise  attracted 
his  notice  by  his  youthful  beauty  and  hand- 
tome  figure.     ^*  And  thou,"  said  he  to  him, 
Nureddin,  the  son  of  Tajeddin 
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tliu  merchant  of  Cairo?" — "  Vus  com- 
iiiamler  of  tlie  faithful,  pillar  of  the 
state  !" — '•  Ho«-  couldst  thou  run  aivay 
witli  the  princess  ?"  a.siiei!  the  cahpli.  Nu- 
niliiiii  thereupon  related  his  history  from 
liLiriimiiig  to  end,  to  the  great  gratification  ol 
the  caliph,  who  was  fdled  «-itIi  admiration  of 
his  adventures,  '■  You  must  know,"  said  the 
caliph,  turning  to  the  Princess  Maria,  "you 
mu^^  know  that  your  father,  the  king  of  ihe 
Franks,  hath  sent  to  me  an  ambassador  wi;h 
a  letter,  written  with  his  own  hand,  desirinp 
rae  to  send  you  back  to  him.  What  say 
you  to  that  '" — "  You,"  she  rejilied,  "  .ire 
lilt  commander  of  tiie  faithful,  the  vice- 
jcient  of  God,  on  earth,  and  the  guardian 
of  ilie  laws  of  his  prophet.  Your  reHgioii 
ii  the  only  true  religion,  aod  I  am  a  Mos- 
lem, anil  believe  in  tlic  uoity  of  God.  I 
liere  conTess  in  your  presence  that  there  is 
no  god  but  God,  and  that  Mohammed  is 
ihe  prophet  wUom  he  smt  to  instruct  the 
na^QB^  and  to  proclaim  the  trne  faith, 
to  dK  murti  heat  ion  of  idolaters.  How 
coiV  '■ '  lommander  of  the  faithful, 


THE   GIADLE-MAKSH. 


send  me  back  to  the  land  of  the  infidels, 
who  give  equals  to  God,  Tho  adore  images, 
who  wear  the  croGs,  and  pay  a  superstitious 
veneration  to  fire  and  light  I  If  you  Were 
capable  of  acting  thus,  I  should  stand  forth 
on  the  day  of  judgment — when  all  eardily 
grandeur  will  be  of  no  avail,  and  regard  will 
be  had  to  an  upright  heart  alone — and  accuse 
you  before  God  and  your  cou»n  the  pro- 
phet." 

"  O  Maria  1"  said  the  caliph,  "  God  for- 
bid tbat  I  should  ever  deliver  up  to  the  in> 
fidels  a  Moslem  who  believes  in  the  unity 
of  God  and  in  his  propheL  God  bless  you, 
and  strengthen  the  convictions  of  your 
&ith  !  Since  you  are  a  Moslem,  you  have 
claima  apon  me,  and  I  will  not  deliver  you 
up,  though  I  were  to  lose,  on  account  of  it, 
half  tny  treasures  and  half  my  dominions. 
Let  your  eyes,  then,  rejoice;  let  your  hearts 
^  glad,  and  free  from  apprdteasion.  Now, 
tell  me,  are  you  satisfied  tbat  this  young 
■QUI  should  be  your  husband?" — "  How 
can   I  be  otherwise  than  satisfied?*  replied 


&:■?  -  -  .:  ii  r.e  -^ro  f>i:jjhi  rae.  and  who 
ios  <  :r.-.-  rSi.i^l  ':.[-  I'S^  for  me." 

Tit  CTL-T^  —■:Tiiz*>ni€m  for  a  judge  and 
x  — ^~*i<.  iz,'i  or-irreU  :ht  marrioge-contraci 
::  S  l-i'^  =7-  fie  Aiu  summoned  the 
^\r.-.r  i:^:.ij'-iid  -  [r.-.o  hi;  presence.  "  I 
.-i-^-:-:.*  si^-i  rt  ic  fura.  '■  comply  wilh  the 
T'jj'i'?  . '  :_■;  i.T2-  ;.>LT  mister,  since  Maria 
J  1  ?-r>:^--~ — •-  By  the  Messiah!"  ex- 
-",1  — — '  :r_r  ir:?"v.v-a.Ji>r,  "  if  she  were  fortj 
■_=^-z*  1  >f  >!tz;  I  rrniit  earn- her  back  to 
■-■;.•  iizztT.  cr  h-i  Kill  s^t  his  fleets  and  his 
1.-:= -:^  jT^rn  y,i.  He  will  cover  jour  do- 
=  zi.ci  "■"ii  :betn  from  the  Euphrates  to 
Vvr-.ts."*  A:  mil  speech  the  caliph  was 
c-i^penteiy  incen'-eii,  "  What!"  criedhe; 
-  doth  this  drt2  of  a  Christian  presume  to 
breadie  out  menaces  a^inst  me  ?  Let  hii 
bead  be  struck  off  thb  instant,  and  set  up 
hiim  the  gates  of  the  palace,  as  a  warning 
to  all  other  amlxissadors  who  inav  feel  dis- 
pMcd  to  address  me  in  a  threatening  man- 
n  not  jour  sword  with  the 
1^  of  an  infidel,"  said  the  princess,  "  I 
..  justice  upon  him."     VTith 
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these  words  she  cut  off  his  head  and  threw  it 

out  of  the  window.     The  caliph  was  filled 

with    acEniration  of  the  promptness  with 

which   this   execution  was  performed.     He 

admitted   Nureddin  into  the  number  of  his 

Cunlliar  guests,  ordered  robes  of  honour  to 

be  given  to  him  and  to  Maria,  and  not  only 

allotted  to   them  apartments  in  bis  palace, 

bat  caused  them  to  be  supplied  with  every 

thing  reqpunte  for  their  subsistence.     Thus 

did  th^  live  for  some  time  in  perfect  content 

at  Bagdad,  till  Nureddin  one  day  expressed 

to  the  caliph  his  wish  to  see  his  fether  and 

mother  agun.     The  caliph  loaded  him  with 

presenta^   and  furnished  him  with  letters  of 

recommendation  to  the  governor  and  ulemas 

of  Curo,     The  latter  went  forth  to  meet 

him,  with  his  father  and  mother :  who  were 

l»eside  themselves  with  joy  when  they  again 

hdield  their  son,  who  brought  with  him  a 

princew  as  their  daughter-in-law.     Thence- 

^i^nrard  there  was  nothing  but  presents  and 

fiotertunments  on  the  part  of  the  grandees 

and  fi'-    '       '  '    ■!  personages  of  Cairo,  who 
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each  strove  to  surpass  the  others.  Herf 
they  led,  from  that  time,  a  most  happj'ilf' 
till  their  felicity  was  terminated  bviieaili- 
which  puts  an  end  to  all  things,  nntMcepi- 
itig  even  tedious  tales. 


—  .^af- 


ki 
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THE  CONVERTED  PRIOR. 


Abubekb,  the  son  of  Muhammad,  relates 
as  follows : — 

I  travelled  once  from  the  town  of  Obar 
to  that  of  Amoria,  the  capital  of  the  Greek 
provinces  in  Asia.  I  stopped  at  a  convent 
dedicated  to  Santa  Sophia,  situated  in  an 
adjoining  village;  and  the  prior,  whose 
name  was  Abdulma^  (servant  of  the  Mes- 
siah), welcomed,  and  invited  me  to  enter.  I 
found  here  forty  monks,  who  regaled  rae 
with  an  excellent  supper;  and  the  next 
daj  I  departed,  enchanted  with  the  hospi- 
table reception  I  had  met  with,  and  edified 
bj  their  devotional  exercises. 

The  following  year,  when  upon  the  pil- 
grimage to  Mecca,  I  was  astonished  to  find, 

N    S 


270  THE    CONVERTED    PBrOH. 

amoiij:;  the  number  of  those  who  were  golnj; 
louiid  [!ic  lioly  lioii?o.  llie  Prior  AMulmiisih 
anil  live  of  liis  monks.  "  Are  you  re;i!U'  the 
Prior  Abiliilinasili  ?"  said  I.  "  No,"  replied 
lio,  "  I  am  now  tlie  hermit  Abdulluh  (ser- 
vant of  GotI)."  And  at  these  words  lie  wepi 
hitli-rlv. 

I  took  liim  by  llie  hand,  and  bcggetl  to 
know  what  bn<l  prevailed  upon  him  to  em- 
brace IslamisLii.  '*  The  cause  of  my  eon- 
version  wjLs  a  wonderful  occurrence,"  ■«*'" 
ho.  "asyoustiallhear." 

"  A   caravan   of  Moslem  pilgrims  passeJ 

ihroi(j,rJi    |!ic  village   in   which  our  convent 

<!|iiod,  and  ^ent  a  yoiniij  man  lo  the  mnrket- 

pI.Kv  to  pnrcliase  provisions,  who  there  saw 

II  Chrisiian  tn;iiden  selling  bread,  with  whom 

be  immcdiatelv  fell  so  deeply  in  love  as  to 

sink  upon    the  enrth  in  a  swoon.     On  hit 

recovery  and  return    to  his  companions,  he 

(w^cd  thorn  to  proceed   on  theii'  journey, 

and  leave  liini  in  the  village.      He  then  re- 

lurned  to  the  door  vfihc  khan  where  he  bad 

seen  the  Chiistiiin  girj,    and    declared  his 

JOT«:  «   declaration    ivliich    was   but  nn&- 
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voarably  received.    Three  days  and  three 
nights  did  he  remain  on  the  spot  without 
either     sustenance    or    sleep.     When    the 
Christian    maiden    saw     this    importunate 
lover's  perseverance,  she  told  her  parents, 
and  boys  were  sent  out,  who  cast  stones  at 
him,   which  broke  twelve  of  his  ribs,  and 
his  head.     Nothing,  however,  could   make 
him  retire  from  the  place.     When  informed 
of  the  affair,  I  went  out  to  see  this  example 
of  stedfast    love,    and    caused   the    young 
Moslem   to  be  brought  into    the  convent, 
where  I  kept  him  fourteen  days,  that  his 
wounds  might  be  healed.     At  the  end  of 
that  time,  he  again  placed  himself  opposite 
to  the  dwelling  of  the  beloved  of  his  heart. 
When  she  saw  him,  she    arose  and  said: 
*  You  move  me  indeed  to  pity ;  I  will  marry 
you  if  you  will  embrace   my  faith.' — *  God 
forbid  V  replied  he,  *  that  I  should  ever  aban- 
don my  belief  in  him.' — •  Then  begone,'  con- 
tinued she,  *  to  the  place  you  camie  from,'  and 
the  boys  began  to  assail  him  with  a  shower 
of  stones ;  but   he  cast  himself  upon   the 
S^und,   looked  up   towards   heaven,   and 


s 
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exclaimed :  *  O  God !  unite  me  to  her  in 
Paradise  !'  I  aijain  caused  him  to  be  brought 
into  tlie  convent;  but  before  evening  his 
sorrows  were  at  an  end,  and  the  same  night 
he  was  laid  in  his  irrave. 

*•  About  midnight  the  Christian  maid  gave 
a  loud  shriek  in  her  bed.  All  her  family 
hastened  to  learn  the  cause,  and  she  told 
tlieni  thus :  *  The  Moslem,  who  was  in  love 
with  me,  came  and  took  me  bv  the  hand  to 
lead  me  to  Paradise;  but  when  I  arrived 
at  the  gates  the  guard  denied  me  entrance, 
saving :  '  To  unbelievers  admission  is  not 
Ljranted  !'  I  became  that  moment  a  convert; 
entered  with  the  young  Moslem,  and  saw 
pahices  and  gardens  too  beautiful  to  be  de- 
scribed. He  then  led  me  to  a  pavilion  buih 
of  precious  stones.  *  Tliis,'  said  lie,  *  is  our 
ab<xle,  where  we  shall  enjoy  for  ever  the  fe- 
licity of  uninterrupted  love  !'  Then  pluck- 
ing two  apples  from  a  tree  which  grew  at 
the  door,  *  Eat  one,'  said  he,  '  and  take  the 
other,  to  shew  to  the  monks  of  tlie  con- 
vent.' I  ate  one,  exlialing  the  most  exquisite 
fragrance  I  ever  breathed;  and  the  other 
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I  hAve  here/    With  these  words  she  drew 
from  her  pocket  an  apple,  which  sparkled 
amid  the  darkness  of  the  night  The  following 
mommg  she  came  to  the  convent  to  relate 
ber  adventure,  and  taking  a  knife,  divided 
the  apple  into  as  many  pieces  as  there  were 
monks.  Never  had  we  tasted  any  thing  so  de-' 
lidous,  but  we  believed  all  this  to  be  an  arti-* 
fice'of  the  devil  to  pervert  us  from  our  faiths 
The  maiden  passed  four  days  without  food^ 
and  on  the  fifth  night  rose  from  her  bed,  and, 
unperceived  by  any  of  her  family,  repaired 
alone  to  the  grave  of  her  lover,  to  die  there 
herself.     Towards  daybreak,  two  aged  Mos- 
lems, clad  in  hair-vests,  and  two  Moslem 
women,  came  into  the  village  to  ask  for  the 
corpse  of  a  saint  of  their  faith,  who  they 
said  had  died  there  that  night     No  one  at 
first  knew  whom  they  meant,  till  at  last  the 
mistress  of  the  young  Moslem  was  found 
stretched  lifeless  on  his  grave.    The  inhabi- 
tants of  the  village,  however,  maintained  that 
she  had  died  a  Christian ;  the  two  old  men, 
on  the  contrary,  that  she  had  died  a  Moslem ; 
and  the  dispute  grew  more  vehement  every 
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iLockeiiL  To  6Dd  it,  one  of  the  old  raeii 
pn>jx>5ied  to  the  monks  to  move  the  corpse 
froa  ihe  grave :  if  they  could  do  this,  it 
sbcsilii  be  considered  that  she  had  died  a 
Christ lin  ;  but  if  the  contrary  should  hap- 
pea.  it  should  be  taken  as  a  proof  of  her 
Lari^^  died  a  Moslem.  The  fortv  monks, 
Aiid  ill  the  inhabitants  of  the  village,  exerted 
ibeins<:Ives  in  vain — thev  coidd  not  niovc 

* 

:^  hocy  fix>m  its  place.  One  of  the  old 
r>eQ  then  approached,  and  after  having 
caJutrd  urv^n  the  name  of  God,  lifted  the 
coq>!!e  with  perlect  ease.  They  washed  and 
bciried  it,  witli  the  usual  forms  of  the  faith- 
f^  beside  the  young  Moslem.  This  mira- 
cle niiie  so  deep  an  impression  on  me  and 
nv  monks,  that  from  that  hour  we  enrolled 
o»*:veives  in  the  number  of  the  true  be- 
.;e»^rs^~ 
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KING  JILIA, 

THE 

VIZIER  SHIMAS,  AND  THEIR  SONS. 

There  was  once  in  India  a  king,  great  in  stature 
and  in  deeds,  who  was  just  to  his  people  and 
beneficent  to  the  poor,  who  loved  his  subjects 
and  was  beloved  by  them  in  return.  His  name 
was  Jilia.  Seventy-two  viccfroys  govei*ned  un- 
der him ;  three  hundred  and  fifty  judges  ad- 
ministered justice ;  seven  viziers,  or  ministers, 
transacted  the  affidrs  of  state,  and  the  chief  of 
them,  the  grand-vizier,  was  named  Shimas. 
At  the  time  of  his  entrance  into  ofiSce  he  was 
a  young  man  of  twenty-eight  years,  mild  in 
speech  and  prdmpt  at  reply.     In  business  he 
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manifested  great  shrewdness  of  understanding, 
and  walked  from  his  earliest  youth  in  the  path> 
of  wisdom  and  virtue. 

The  king  was  extremelj'  fond  of  him,  not 
only  on  account  of  his  personal  good  qualities, 
but  more  especially  because  he  seconded  to  the 
utmost  of  his  power  his  majesty's  beneficent 
disposition  towards  his  subjects.  He  would 
have  been  the  happiest  sovereign  in  the  world 
had  he  but  had  a  son.  This  was  the  only  draw- 
back on  his  felicity.  He  once  saw*,  however, 
at  night,  in  a  dream,  a  large  tree,  which  was 
planted  upon  his  body  and  surrounded  by 
several  other  trees.  From  the  tree  which  was 
in  the  centre  issued  a  flame  that  consumed  all 
the  other  trees  about  it.  He  suddenly  awoke 
in  a  great  fright,  and  instantly  ordered  Shimas, 
the  grand-vizier,  to  be  summoned.  Shimas 
found  the  king  lying  upon  his  bed  ^ith  a  look 
indicative  of  great  perturbation.  He  prostrated 
himself  on  the  ground  before  him  and  expressed 
the  usual  wishes  for  his  prosperity.  He  there- 
upon inquired  what  could  have  disturbed  his 
majesty  at  that  hour  of  the  night.  The  king 
commanded  him  to  sit  down,  related  his  dream^ 
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loid  told  him  that  he  had  sent  for  him  because 
he  was  very  skilful  in  the  interpretation  of 
dreams.  Shimas  smiled.  "  What  do  you  think 
of  it  ?"  asked  the  king :  "  speak  without  re- 
serve ;  I  am  prepared  for  the  worst." — "  Pre- 
pare then  for  something  agreeable/'  said  the 
vizier ;  "  you  are  destined  at  last  to  have  an 
heir  to  your  crown.  This  is  the  only  thing 
that  I  can  at^present  communicate  to  you ;  it 
is  not  yet  time  to  reveal  more."  The  king 
was  extremely  urgent,  but  the  vizier  was  proof 
against  all  his  solicitations.  The  king  there- 
fore dismissed  him,  and  simmioned  all  the  as- 
trologers and  dream-expounders  of  the  court, 
that  he  might  learn  the  complete  signification 
of  his  dream.  "The  vizier  was  right,"  said 
the  chief  astrologer ;  "  and  it  would  be  better 
to  keep  silence  respecting  the  rest,  but  as  your 
commands  are  imperative,  we  are  obliged  to 
tell  you,  great  king,  that  this  son  who  shall  be 
born  to  you  will  be  a  consuming  fire  to  your 
people,  and  treat  them  as  the  cat  once  treated 
the  mice."  And  how  was  that  ?"  asked  king 
Jilia. 

"There  was  once  a  cat,"   said  the  chief 
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astrologer,  "  which,  after  prowling  about  a 
considerable  time  without  catching  any  thing. 
at  leng;th  discovered  a  nest  full  of  mice  at  the 
foot  of  a  tree.  The  cat  approached  them,  but 
the  mice  rolled  themselves  up  together  Uke  a 
hall,  and  obstructed  the  entrance.  "  Wliv, 
siller/'  said  the  cat,  in  an  afiectionate  tone, 
"  why  dost  thou  shut  the  door  against  me  this 
stormy  nii^ht,  when  I  am  come  to  thee  to  seek 
refuse  from  the  inclement  weather.  Scarcely 
able  to  crawl,  from  the  intirmities  of  aire,  ex- 
h dusted  with  cold  and  rain,  which  has  soaked 
me  through  and  through,  I  come  as  a  poor 
stranger  to  request  merely  an  hospitable  shel- 
ter. You  know  that  they  who  take  in  the  poor 
and  the  stranger  lay  up  for  themselves  a  reward 
against  the  day  of  judgment.  This  merit  you 
will  gain  by  receiving  me  just  for  this  night  ; 
for  as  soon  as  the  morning  dawns,  I  will  leave 
you  again  and  go  about  my  business."  "^Vhat  I" 
said  the  old  mouse,  *' would  you  have  me  admit 
my  natund  enemy  into  my  nest?  And  then, 
how  can  I  depend  upon  your  words  ?** — "  I  will 
not  [)i\lond  to  say  that  you  are  in  the  >ATong,*' 
replied  the  cat,  in  the  most  submissive  tone. 
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^'  But  forget  the  past.  You  know  that  God 
forghres  them  who  fargive  their  brethren.  I 
was  once  your  enemy  it  is  true,  but  kindness 
turns  enemies  into  friends.  I  give  you  my 
sacred  word,  that  I  will  not  do  you  the  smallest 
injury.  You  may  rely  upon  my  promise."—^ 
"*  I  stick/'  rqdied  the  mouse,  "  to  the  proverb 
whi(A  says,  that  he  who  suffers  himself  to  be 
fadled  to  sleep  by  his  enemy,  puts  his  hand  into 
a  hole  full  of  serp^ts."<^"  Alas ! "  said  the 
oat»  in  a  faint  and  almost  expiring  voice,  "  I 
feel  that  I  am  dying  at  your  threshold ;  these 
are  my  last  words !"  The  mouse,  who  had  a 
good  he»t,  bdieved  the  cat  to  be  at  the  last 
gasp,  and  mindful  of  the  precepts  of  God, 
which  enjoin  us  to  love  our  enemies,  she 
opened  the  door  to  the  cat,  under  the  idea  that 
she  was  doing  a  charitable  action.  The  cat 
shut  the  door  after  her,  for  fear  her  prey  might 
give  her  the  slip.  She  then  seized  the  mouse, 
and  played  with  her,  tossing  her  from  one  paw 
into  another,  and  amused  hersdlf  with  throw- 
ing, her  up  like  a  ball  and  catching  her  again^*^ 
•'  Where  are  your  promises  ?  where  your 
oaths?"  said  the  mouse.     He  was  perfectly 


8  KING  /ILIA. 

right,  who  said,  that  "he  who  trusts  his  enemv 
seals  his  own  ruin.  Nevertheless  I  put  my 
confidence  in  God." — At  this  moment  a 
sportsman  passed  with  a  couple  of  hounds. 
One  of  these  dogs,  hearing  the  noise  in  the 
nest,  poked  his  nose  into  it,  barked  with  all 
his  might,  and  gave  the  cat  a  mortal  gripe,  at 
the  very  moment  when  she  was  going  to 
devour  the  mouse. 

"Thus,  great  king/'  concluded  the  chief 
astrologer,  "  thus  will  it  fare  with  your  people, 
who  T^nll  be  treated  by  your  son  no  better  than 
the  mouse  was  by  the  cat.  But  his  end  will 
be  more  fortunate.  He  will  return  to  the  path 
of  wisdom  and  virtue,  which  none  will  be  bet- 
ter qualified  to  point  out  to  him  than  your 
grand-vizier,  the  virtuous  Shimas." 

Forty  days  afterwards  it  appeared  that  one 
of  the  women  -of  the  harem  was  pregnant. 
King  Jilia  sent  for  Shimas,  the  grand-vizier, 
and  said  to  him :  "  You  were  right,  vizier ; 
one  of  my  women  is  likely  to  bear  me  a  child: 
now  pray  to  God  that  it  may  be  a  son  and  heir 
to  my  crown,  and  abandon  yourself  with  me 
to  joy  and  gaiety." — Shimas  preserved  pro- 
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found  silence.  "  Why/'  asked  the  king,  "  do 
you  not  participate  in  my  joy,  and  why  do  you 
maintain  so  grave  a  silence  ?" — "  May  God 
grant  you  long  life  I"  said  the  vizier,  kissing 
the  ground.  "  Indeed  I  cannot  see  what 
should  prevent  him  who  sits  in  the  mid-day 
heat  beneath  a  tree  clothed  with  thick  foliage, 
from  rejoicing  in  the  shade  of  that  tree.  I 
cannot  see  what  should  prevent  one  who  is 
thirsty  and  who  is  quenching  his  thirst  at  a 
cool  spring,  from  rejoicing  at  the  copious  cur- 
rent of  that  spring:  but  I  had  rather  be  silent, 
for  there  are  three  things  of  which  we  ought 
not  to  speak  till  they  are  over.  A  man  ought 
not  to  talk  of  a  journey  till  he  has  returned 
from  it,  or  of  a  battle  till  it  has  been  fought, 
or  of  the  birth  of  a  child  till  it  has  taken  place. 
If  he  talks  of  any  of  these  things  beforehand, 
he  runs  the  risk  of  being  disappointed,  like  the 
pious  man  who  calculated  the  produce  of  his 
oil — '*  "  Let  me  hear  that  story,"  said  king 
JiUa,  and  the  vizier  related  as  follows  : — 

"  A  pious  man,  who  lived  upon  alms,  had 
saved  up  a  jar  of  oil,  at  a  time  when  oil  was 
very  dear.     He  had  hung  it  up  over  his  pillow. 
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One  night,  having  lain  down  with  his  staff  in 
his  hand,  he  began  to  calculate  the  protit  which 
he  should  derive  from  this  oil.     If,  said  he.  1 
sell  it  at  sucli  a  price,  with  the  money  I  will 
buy  a  sheep  that  will  produce  me  so  many 
lambs  the  first  year,  so  many  the  second,  and 
so  many  the  third.     In  a  few  ye<\rs  when  the^e 
lambs  have   multiplied,   I  will  buy  a  piece  ot 
huul,  and  build  a  large  house  upon  it.     I  wiU 
have  abundance  of  cattle  and  slaves.     I  will 
marry  the  daughter  of  such-a-one,    and  the 
weddin";  shall  be  celebrated  with  the  greatest 
pomp.    Mead  shall  circulate  at  it  in  profusion, 
and  I  will  invite  every  body,  poor  and  rich, 
the  learned  and  men  of  business.     There  shall 
be  no  want  of  any  thing,  and  people  shall  talk 
long  afterwards  of  the  nuptial  festivities.     My 
wife  will  bear  me  a  son,  who  shall  receive  the 
best  education  in  the  world.       I  will  myself 
instruct  him  in  the  sciences  and  in  morals. 
He  will  be  a  gentle  well-disposed  boy,  who  will 
listen  to  the  counsels  of  his  father.     But  if  he 
should  take  it  into  his  head  to  be  obstinate  and 
vicious,  how  I  would  thrash  him  ! — As  he  thus 
spoke,  in  the  warmth  of  his  imagination,  in 
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vbkb  he  was  mentally  chaatisii^  his  son,  he 
gave  the  jar  such  a  blow  with  his  stick,  that  he 
smashed  it  in  pieces,  and  the  oil  deluged  hk 
face  and  beard. — Therdbre,  great  king,"  sai^l 
Siiinas,  the  grand-viaer,  "one  ought  not  t(> 
talk  of  any  thing  beforehand." — "  Thou  sayVi 
r%ht,"  said  kii^  Jilia.  "  Thou  art  a  truly 
great  grand-vizier  and  a  truly  wise  sage." 
Siimas  kissed  the  ground,  and  poured  foith 
a  profusion  of  wishes  for  Uie  happiness  and 
prospnity  of  the  king. 

At  length  the  king's  pregnant  consort  wa^ 
ddivered  of  a  son,  and  exceedingly  great  were 
the  rejoicings  which  took  place  on  the  occa- 
sion at  court  and  in  the  city.  Circulars  were 
dispatched  into  all  the  provinces,  summoning 
the  attendance  of  the  grandees  and  prince^, 
the  philosophers  and  learned  men.  They  all 
travelled  to  court  with  the  utmost  expedition, 
and  formed  a  great  assembly,  at  which  the 
seven  viziers  and  the  king  in  person  presideii 
Shimas,  as  grand-vizier,  opened  the  roeetin;;, 
with  the  following  speech : — 

"  Praise  be  to  God,  who  hath  loaded  us  wit  h 
his  blessings  and  bestowed  on  us  the  mo^! 
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signal  proofs  of  his  infinite  bounty,  in  giving 
us  so  good  a  king,  who  is  the  father  of  lii> 
people !  For,  a  good  king,  who  provides  for 
the  necessities  of  his  people,  and  defends  them 
against  their  enemies,  is  a  signal  blessing  of 
Providence. 

"  Let  us  then  be  thankful  to  Heaven  that 
we  live  under  the  shadow  of  the  wings  of  such 
a  sovereign,  and  that  we  live  as  peaceably  as 
fishes  in  a  pond  full  of  water." — "  How  then 
do  the  fishes  live  ?"  said  king  Jilia,  interrupt- 
ing the  speech  of  the  grand -xdzier.      "  They 
live  there  very  comfortably,"  replied  Shiraas, 
"  that  is  to  say,  when  they  have  plenty  of  water, 
and  very  miserably  when  they  are  in  want  of  it. 
I  could  relate  to  you  at  great  length — but  it 
would  not  be  worth  while — ^the  history  of  the 
fishes  who  were  once  left  dry  in  their  pond, 
and  consulted  an  old  crab  what  was  to  be  done 
in  this  scarcity  of  water.     The  crab  told  them 
to  put  their  trust  in  God,  and  adNised  them  to 
offer  up  public  prayers  for  rain.     They  did  so. 
and    soon  had   abundance  of  water  in  their 
pond.     Just  so  did  we,  w^ien  we  began  to  de- 
vspair  of  the  birth  of  an   heir  to  the  throne. 
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address  our  prayers  to  Heaven,  and  they  have 
been  fulfilled  in  the  birth  of  a  son,  given  by 
Providence  to  the  best  of  kings." 

"Truly," — b^an  the  second  vizier, — "  a 
king  is  not  worthy  of  the  name,  unless  when 
he  rules  with  justice  and  mercy,  as  the  pillar 
of  the  laws  and  the  father  of  his  people.  But 
such  a  king  secures  the  love  and  the  hearts  of 
all  his  subjects,  and  immortal  glory  both  in 
this  world  and  the  next :  let  us  then  duly  ap- 
preciate our  happiness  in  belonging  to  such  a 
master,  and  return  thanks  to  Heaven  for  hav- 
ing prevented  the  mutability  of  our  happiness 
by  the  birth  of  a  prince,  which  promises  to  it 
an  everlasting  duration.  We  have  not  less 
reason  to  thank  Heaven  for  thb  than  those 
ravens  had.  whose  young  ones  were  saved  from 
the  fangs  of  the  serpent — " 

"  Let's  hear  what  story  that  is,"  said  king 
J  ilia,  who  was  naturally  ratiber  inquisitive. 

"  The  story  is  very  simple,"  continued  the 
vizier.  "  Two  ravens  had  their  nest  in  a  tree, 
at  the  foot  of  which  a  serpent  had  taken  up 
its  abode.  They  were  consequently  in  great 
anxiety  about  their  eggs.     In  the  very  first 
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vc^r  the  serpent  contrived  to  devour  them. 
x:~  re  the  youn^  were  hatched.  In  the  second 
vc  vT  tht^v  Ltd  i;earlv  sliared  the  same  fate; 
"■-:  ihe  ravens  implored  the  assistance  of 
H:--tven.  and  a  stork  gobbled  up  the  serpent 
:•:  t'-c  vtr\-  moment  when  it  had  ascended  the 
:r?LV  t?  dv-trov  tlicir  little  ones." 

■  In  Ike  Ty.ar.r.tr  God  hath  heard  our 
iriver-i.  ai»d  se.-ured  the  issue  of  our  ex- 
cell^"t  kinz.  as  he  gave  security  to  the  pro- 
::er.v  ••:  the  two  ravens." 

I  rreet  vou,  deariv-beloved  kins,"  said  the 
:h:r.i  vizier.      "The  eminent  virtues  of  your 

m 

hr:v  -oal  ensure  to  vou  the  love  of  men  and 
:i::c-.>-  T!ii>  is  a  s{^ecial  gift  of  Heaven.  For 
.u;  that  men  posse -s  is  granted  to  them  from 
above.  Go<.i  himself  is  the  donor  of  blessings. 
On* one  he  bestows  power,  on  another  wis- 
•i.^m — on  one  riches,  and  on  another  virtues. 
It  is  he  who  dispenses  gain  and  loss,  sickness 
and  health,  wealth  and  poverty,  life  and  death. 
From  him  emanate  all  favours,  and  among 
the  rest  this,  with  which  he  hath  just  com- 
pleted  the  measure  of  our  happiness — the  birth 
ol  a  prince.     Let  us  receive  this  favour  at  his 
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hands  with  grateful  hearts.  Let  ua  at  the  fame 
time  beware  of  desiring  more  than  ia  destint^d 
for  us  by  the  divine  goodness,  lest  we  shoiilil 
fare  like  the  fox,  whom,  not  content  with  hi^ 
natural  food,  nothing  would  serve  but  feastini; 
on  the  heart  of  an  ass." 

"  How  was  that?"  asked  king  Jilia,  in- 
terrupting his  vizier :  "  how  did  it  fare  then 
with  this  (as  ?" 

"  He  was  not  satisfied,"  proceeded  the  vi- 
zier, '■  with  what  God  had  decreed  him  fur 
his  daily  subsistence.  He  conceived  an  ex 
traordinary  longing  for  the  heart  of  a  wild  as? 
One  day  he  found  such  an  ass,  which  a  huiucr 
had  just  killed :  he  tore  the  heart  out  nf  its 
body  and  swallowed  it;  but  he  swallowed  at 
the  same  time  a  piece  of  the  arrow,  which  m  u'^ 
still  sticking  in  it,  and  which  occasioned  iiis 
death," 

"  May  the  young  prince,"  said  the  fourth 
vizier,  "  be  impressed  from  his  cradle  «itli 
the  salutary  truths,  in  the  application  of  \klilcli 
consists  the  fehcity  of  kings  and  of  nati<Jii- ! 
A  good  king  is  he  who  rules  with  clemi-iiry 


■-^    --'    ■ '^-i  i~--.-^.    -^d  Clin?  a  series 

.'~,~-L-  i^ir  hlf  e^eciiej.    A  con- 

-  .:■;    ;c  ;-:-::  r:.::^^  tini^Iiard  his 
:-;  -_^    i^i  "-T  hjj  even-  reaion  to 

:    i_zi>  ::    i    t-.;7    re.zTi.'- "     "Thai 

:   .^   ;    -c::  =:  :-iI  s:ry  :"■  saidking  Jilia. 

\.  : — -Ji^-r^  cT-z.  Mho  reizned  at  Mo- 

7.-;-:.>-.:t  t^f  rsv^T^  rf  hi>  nther.     The 
7  ■r-~i<-^i  -JLt  7«e::le,  extoned  four-fittfas 

-  II :  f^p-"  o;  lire.  The  son,  on  the 
ri—  -V  ii  ;<;ii£-?:-:  in  ihe  exn^me,  lived 
I  ?■  ■■-  itr-::--..  ir.d  TTirelied  from  country 
:i.::r-'-  s_b*i=d:i;  ca  j'.mj.  Having  rt- 
?—  iTTM^  i:;  ibiezoe  irf  many  years,  to  his 
ri  ari'^I.  fee  »a3  apprehended  by  the 
i  «3ii  Ivxit  ffota  him  one  ol'  the  two 
s  ■•itei  be  possessed.     "  I  appeal,"  said 


Ir  ^ 


he.  "  agiainst  this  robbery,  to  the  justice  of  the 
king."       ■•  It  is  the  king  himself,"  they  replied, 
"  -who  lias  given  orders  for  this  proceeding. " 
The    poor   prince  waited  at  the  gate  of  the 
palace,    -where  he  was  denied  admittance,  till 
the  king  came  out ;  but  he  was  not  recognized 
b^  his    father.     The  latter,  after  hearing  bis 
complaint,  said  to  him :     "  Who  bade  ihte 
come  to  this  city?     Know'st  thou  not  what 
sort  of  reception  strangers  have  to  expect  here  ? 
But  because  thou  complainest  that  thou  hast 
been  robbed  of  one  of  thy  tunics,  I  command 
thy  soul  to  be  wrung  from  thee  by  the  pains  of 
the  torture."     He  caused  him  accordingly  to 
be  thrown  into  prison.    There  the  young  man 
■pTayed  to  God  to  assist  him,  and  to  lend  an 
ear  to  the  e^hs  of  the  oppressed.     The  very 
same  moment  fire  fell  from  heaven,  and  con- 
sumed the  palace  and  the  whole  city  of  tbi; 
tyrant.      "  This,"    said  the  prince,  "  is  the 
ughs  of  oppressed  hearts,  which  are  converted 
into  fire ;  and  the  next  day  he  quitted  the 
smoking  ruins  of  thb  abode  of  injustice,   in 
order  to  serve  God,  as  before,  in  holy  soli- 
tude." 
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•■  Such  is  the  fate  of  the  kings  who  do  not 
resemble  you,  sire.  May  the  prJrce,  tojj-  son, 
tread  in  your  slep^,  and  merit,  lie  you,  the 
bufi-in^s  of  the  people  I" 

"  Tlie  birth  of  this  iilustrious  scion,"  becan 
the  tirth  vi;iir,  "  is  a  reward  for  tlie  sublime 
virtm-:.  of  your  majesty.  It  is  the  pledse  (A 
our  leiicify  and  of  the  fehcitv  of  future  agea 
and^-eneradons.  Hitherto  the  happiness  uhich 
we  have  erijo_ve<l  under  your  sway  has  been 
diiturl^d  l.y  the  imcertaiiity  in  which  ive  were 
placed  by  the  war.t  of  a  prince  to  succeed  you 
en  the  throne.  We  had  reason  to  fear  lest, 
diudid  in  our  opinions,  if  we  had  to  give  our- 
selves a  king,  we  should  fall  into  thepredica- 

inent  in  which  the  ravens  were " 

■■  And  what  was  the  predicament  in  which 
the  ravens  were  ?"  said  king  Jilia,  internipti[^ 
his  ^-izier. 

■■  The  ravens,"  continued  tlie  vizier.  '■  had 
Icmg  been  ver\-  happy  under  a  sovereign  of  their 
om  species.  At  length  he  died  and  was  uni- 
ttnally  missed.  After  his  death,  great  divi- 
in  look  place  among  the  ravens  on  the  sub' 
jUd  the  election  of  a  new  king.     This  vans 
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^L  point  on  which  they  found  it  impossible  to 

agree.     Just  at  this  juncture  there  came  a 

Ktrange  falcon,  and  entered  into  negotiations 

^tli  them.     They  chose  him  to  be  their  king, 

and  commended  to  him  their  welfare  in  the 

most  impressive  manner.     "  The  happiness  of 

my  people  is  the  dearest  interest  of  my  heart," 

said  the  falcon,    "  and  I  will  exalt  them  to 

honour  and  glory."     Meanwhile  he  began  to 

devour  the  ravens,  to  break  their  bones  and  to 

peck  out  their  eyes :  and  it  was  not  till  too 

late  that  they  were  sensible  of  the  folly  which 

they  had  conmiitted. 

"  Such,  sire,  would  perhaps  have  been  our 
case,  but  for  the  birth  of  this  illustrious  pledge 
of  the  durability  of  our  happiness,  which  as- 
sures to  your  family  and  to  this  empire  the 
permanence  of  its  high  destiny.    This  cheering 
prospect  penetrates  us  with  joy  and  gratitude." 
"  Sire,"  said  the  sixth  vizier,  "  you  have 
prayed,  fasted  and  watched,  to  obtain  an  heir 
to  your  throne,  and  Heaven  hath  listened  to 
your  prayer.     Let  us  appoint  public  thanks- 
pyings  for  this  blessing,  but  at  the  same  time 


2u  KING  JILIA. 

implore  the  Almishty,  that  this  event  may 
turn  out  lor  the  benetjl  of  the  empire :  for 
iv.an  knows  not  alwavs  what  he  wishes.  A 
-irikini:  edclence  of  this  truth  is  furnished  by 
■thoso  children ". 

■■  What  children  r'  cried  king  Jilia,  iiiter- 
ruxlr:^  lii>  viiier. 

■■  A  <tri':dn^  evidence  of  this  truth."  riporiied 
iho  viziv-r.  ■'  is  furnished,  I  >.-iy,  by  those  chil- 
dren who  had  lon^  leaded  their  lather  to  she* 
the:ii  what  was  in  a  basket  which  he  kept  coQ- 
iliiii.vi'.v  shut  up.  The  father  stcdlastly  re- 
rased  :o  comply  with  this  request ;  but  one 
day,  in  his  absence,  the  children  opened  the 
'M?ke:.  and  out  came  serpents  which  stune 
them  to  death." 

The  seventh  vizier  spoke  as  follows  : — 

■■  I  perfectly  coincide  in  a]l  that  the  illus- 
trious viziers,  my  colleagues,  have  just  said, 
respectif-i  the  justice  and  clemency  of  vour 
majesty's  reign.  I  unite  my  thanks  with  their'?, 
md  acknowieiire  that  iliere  is  not  a  greater 
HmdMm  or  a  greater  curse  to  mankind  than  a 
bad  kjne.      I    lo.j  feel  erateful  to 
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Heaven  for  having  bestowed  on  you  an  illus* 
trious  scion,  that  you,  sire,  have  deserved  by 
your  patience  and  resignation,  as  the  spider 
deserves  rest  after  being  tossed  about  by  the 
storm." — "  What  is  the  meaning  of  that?" 
asked  king  Jilia,  interrupting  the  vizier,  who 
proceeded  in  the  following  manner : — 

"  A  violent  wind  one  day  carried  a  spider, 
v^hich  had  been  quietly  constructing  her  web, 
along  with  it  into  the  sea.  The  waves  cast  her 
back  upon  the  shore.  She  now  addressed  her- 
self to  the  wind,  and  bitterly  reproached  it  for 
having  carried  her  away.  "  If  I  did  carry 
thee  away,"  replied  the  wind,  I  have  also 
brought  thee  back  again ;  for  the  waves  of  the 
sea  would  not  have  washed  thee  on  shore,  had 
I  not  driven  them  before  me.  The  spider  held 
her  tongue  and  waited  patiently  till  the  re- 
turn of  fine  weather,  when  she  began  her 
work  anew,  and  this  time  it  was  not  de- 
stroyed. 

*'  Just  so  you,  O  great  king,  have  for  a  long 
series  of  years  laboured  in  vain  to  beget  chil- 
dren. Here  is  at  length  one  which  your  pa- 
tience and  diligence  have  succeeded  in  pro- 
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ducing,  and  this  reflects  on  you  great  honour 
and  ?reat  glory." 

Wlien  the  seven  xiziers  had  thus  spoken,  the 
king  himself  rose  and  said  : — 

'•  Infinite  praise  and  boundless  thanks  be  to 
God,  the  Creator  of  all  thinsrs,  the  all-sracious 
and  all -beneficent !  It  is  he  who  confers 
might  and  power  on  any  one  of  his  ser\'ants  on 
whom  he  pleases  to  confer  them,  that  he  may 
be  his  vicegerent  on  earth,  enforce  his  law 
and  commandments,  and  defend  the  honour 
and  prosperity  of  nations.  Happy  are  the 
kin<rs,  who.  in  submission  to  him,  rule  in  the 
spirit  ol  his  sacred  law,  for  they  shall  be  ob- 
jects of  his  eternal  rewards !  Woe  to  those 
who  rebel  against  their  sovereign  !  for  their 
rebellion  will  be  of  little  benetit  to  them  in  this 
world,  and  still  less  in  the  next. 

"  Our  viziers  have  already  expressed  the 
gratitude  we  owe  to  the  Deity  for  the  birth  of 
the  prince.  I  unite  mine  with  it,  for  I  am  an 
humble  ser\-ant  of  the  Lord's ;  my  heart  is  in 
his  hands,  and  my  tongue  is  guided  by  his  law. 
"  I  now  pray  Heaven  to  endow  my  son  with 
the  talents  and  virtues  which  are  requisite. 
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that  he  may  hereafter  reign  as  a  wise  and  just 
king,  whose  only  aim  is  the  happiness  of  his 
people." 

When  the  king  had  finished  his  speech,  the 
viziers  and  the  grandees  of  the  empire,  the  phi- 
losophers and  the  ss^es,  prostrated  themselves 
on  the  ground  before  him,  and  then  returned 
each  to  his  own  home.  The  king  likewise 
withdrew,  and  gave  to  the  prince  the  name  of 
Wird  Khan,  that  is  hord  of  Roses. 

When  the  prince  was  twelve  years  of  age, 
and  it  was  time  to  think  of  his  studies,  the 
king  caused  a  palace,  containing  three  hundred 
and  fifty-six  rooms,  to  be  erected  ;  and  chose 
thirty  philosophers  and  sages,  who  were  to 
instruct  the  prince,  and  to  conduct  him  every 
day  ont  of  one  into  another  of  these  three 
hundred  and  fifty-six  rooms,  to  prevent  ejinui 
from  stealing  upon  him  during  his  lessons, 
which  would  no  doubt  have  been  the  ease, 
had  he  been  left  continually  in  the  same  apart- 
ment. Every  seven  days  an  examination  was 
held  in  the  presence  cl  the  king,  and  the  pro- 
gress made  by  the  young  prince  in  every  branch 
of  the  sciences  was-  truly  astonishing.     He  was 
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2  nLz-i^e  cf  intelli^nce  and  knowledge,  and 
tJL^  -sis  cnurely  owins  to  the  united  efforts  of 
:^r-Mr  >i^s  ?jid  f  riLo>ophers. 

W::£z  ihe  prince  was  liiteeu  years  old,  his 
:="-:Ji-,r>  ini  instructors  informed  the  king 
11 1:  l-s  c*i-:c-a:i:n  was  finished,  that  the  prince 
~  :"s  A^nc-s-  zirre  than  thev  did  themselves,  and 
LiiT  TTf-rd  the  kin?  joy  on  his  ha\-ing  been 
r.isi^EC  ry  Heaven  with  such  a  son. 

-N  "^  Jill  then  sent  for  Shimas,  his  erand- 
-_z-£r.  ini  >iid  to  h\m  :  *•  Mv  son's  teachers 
iic>:r€  nie.  that  he  is  already  sufficiently  in- 
fC-^-'.cC  in  £1  matters,  and  that  he  has  nothing 
—  rre  tr  le^im  :  what  say  you  to  it,  grand- 
-.^.n^r  '  'The  nby."  rephed  Shimas,  kissing 
iii  —j^ni.  •*  is  cot  the  less  a  precious  stone 
iFitz.  Lt  is  burled  in  the  earth,  but  before  its 
~\L -Le  can  bif  made  apparent  to  all  the  world, 
X  ziust  b^  drawn  forth  into  the  light  of  day. 
T:-n::rrrw.  with  your  permission,  the  ac- 
s::ir^n:ent<  cf  the  prince,  which  I  compare 
'«:'±.  ti_is  r^by,  shall  be  put  beyond  all  doubt." 

Ti<r  kins:  is^joed  orders  for  a  general  meeting 
ot  L^e  cv.x:::cil  oi  state  and  all  the  learned^  at 
rrt^  pc^iic  examinatioii  of  the  foQowing  day. 


KING  JILIA.  25 

Shimas  entered  and  kissed  die  groand  before 
the  prince.      He  then  asked  him/  what  was 
thai  tvhich  exists,  existence^  that  whick  exists 
in  existence,  and  the  perpetuity  of  that  which 
exists  in  existence.    The  prince  rqilied  with* 
out  hesitation,  that  that  which  exists  is  pre- 
eminently God;    existence  is  the  creation; 
that  tvhich  exists  in  existence  is  this  world, 
and  its  perpetuity  is  the  other  world.    Shimas 
then  inquired  the  grounds  by  which  he  sup- 
ported these  definitions;  he  questioned  him 
respecting  the  way  in  which  a  person  should 
conduct    himself    in   this  world  to  deserve 
felicity  in  the  next,  and  the  prince  answered 
all    this    in    the   most  8atis£Bu;tory  manner. 
He  compared  this  world  with    a    house,  in 
which  the  master  put  workmen  to  work  upon 
it,  but  who  refused  till  they  had  discovered  a 
honeycomb,  of  which  they  were  so  fond  that 
they  would  not  proceed  any  farther.     Again 
he  compared  the  world  with  an  unjust  king, 
who  plunders  all  those  that  travel  through  his 
dominions*      He  compared  the  next  world 
with  a  just  andbeneficent  monarch,  who  lavuhes 
favours  on  all  belonging  to  him.    He  pursued 
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this  allegory  still  farther,  and  said  that  "  mKu 
is  a  merchant,  who  is  sent  on  tlie  part  of  the 
just  king  intotbo  states  of  the  unjust  kiiis,  to 
^din  there  something  for  himsoll.  The  mer- 
rhant  knows  that  the  unjust  king  will  rob  him 
lit'  all  his  £;oods,  that  is  to  sav,  that  the  world 
will  exclusively  occupy  his  life,  and  he  then 
like  a  good  calculator  strikes  a  balance.  He 
•sacrifices  only  just  so  much  of  his  capital,  that 
i^  of  his  time,  as  is  requisite,  that  he  may  be 
:ihle  to  pass  through  the  dominions  of  the 
unjust  king;  and  he  seeks  to  save  the  rest, 
that  he  may  return  a  moment  earlier  to  the 
dominions  of  the  beneficent  monarch,  that  is. 
to  eternal  felicity. 

Shimas  farther  asked  wherein  consisted  the 
retribution,  the  punishments  and  rewards  for 
•ioul  and  body.  The  prince  answered  by  the 
simile  of  the  lame  and  the  blind  man,  who. 
being  in  a  garden  together,  concerted  a  plan 
for  getting  at  the  fruit.  They  united  their 
effi)rts  to  pluck  some,  which  each  of  them 
jioiie  would  never  have  been  able  to  accom- 
pbaht  as  the  blind  could  not  see  where  the 
,  and  the  cripple  could  not  stir  to 
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reacK  it.  The  maBter  of  Ae  garden  came  and 
declared  that  he  'WOfM  pnmsh  Ae  goilfcy*  per- 
son ;  ene^  laid  the  bliame  on  the  other,  bnt 
the  master  of  the  garden  chastised  both  of 
them  as  they  deserved. 

Skhnas.   Which  is  the  best   of  the  hea- 
venly treasures  ? 

TTie  Prince.  The  praise  of  the  Lord. 
Skimas.  Which  is  the  best  of  the  treasures 
of  the  earth  ? 

771^  Prince.  The  observance  of  the  com- 
mandments of  God. 

SMmas.  Hoiramknawledge,  judgment,  and 
an  acute  understanding  to  be  acqmred  ? 

The  Prince,  Knowledge  is  acquired  by 
study,  judgment  by  experience,  and  an  acute 
understanAig  by  thought  and  reflection. 
These  three  qualities  constitute  the  pre- 
eminently rational  man. 

Skimas,  Can  iSte  rational  man  be  over- 
come by  the  temptations  of  the  flesh  ? 

The  Prince,  Yes,  like  the  eagle,  which, 
soaring  al6fl;  in  the  air,  perceived  a  fowler 
pkfcdng  a  piMe  of  meat  for  a  bidt.     The  es^Ie 
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t:  upon  it  from  the  elevation  at 
-sijh  ":.d  ^^5.  3zid  entanded  himself  in  the 
-£:  :-  tr.:  rrea:  surprise  of  the  fowler.  The 
-fc  -e  r^iz  k::  :.ts  how  to  control  his  passions. 
1-  :r:  r.ier  curb<  a  spirited  horse;  he  hnlds 
:— :  :!ie  rr.ile  lest  he  should  be  nin  awav 
-■*.i.  Tr.e  imrrant  man,  on  the  contrdr\-, 
:i„-:;^siies  curb  and  bridle  to  the  horse, 
r  -r'zs    ir.::    the    ab vss    and   is   dashed    in 

X    •--».  \V.en  are  reason  and  knowled^re 


1    -    r  ' 


When  they  are  employed  to 


:>.  \\~hen  does    man    make  the  best 


1    :  F^ri.w    When    he    does    meritorious 

>•":.<  How  ought  he  to  di\ide  his 
:  :..e  s.^  v\s  to  do  his  duty  in  regard  to  this  and 
t'  :he  next  world? 

T\c  Pr:*:ce.  Dav  and  nieht  consist  of 
:'ael\'e  hours ;  these  he  should  divide  into 
trnx  parts.     One  of  them  he  should  devote 
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to  his  business,  by  which  he  earns  his  bread  i 
another  to  rest  and  prayer ;  and  the  third  to 
study  and  the  acquisition  of  knowledge.  For 
the  man  who  doth  not  cultivate  his  mind  re- 
sembles the  land,  which,  when  untitled,  pro- 
duces nothing  but  weeds/' 

Shimas.  What  think  you  of  knowledge 
"Without  judgment,  and  science  without  under- 
standing? 

The  Prince.  They  resemble  a  watch  which 
indicates  the  hours,  a  parrot  which  repeats 
words,  a  beast  which  knows  the  time  and  the 
hour  when  it  should  eat,  sleep  and  wake,  but 
nothing  more. 

Shimas.  I  see  that  you  are  thoroughly  in-< 
structed  in  all  that  relates  to  science  and  the 
merit  of  our  actions.  Now  tell  me  how  can 
man  obtain  the  mastery  over  the  devil  ? 

The  Prince.  By  not  conceding  to  him 
any  power  or  authority,  for  he  has  no  more 
power  or  authority  than  just  so  much  as  is 
conceded  to  him. 

.  Shimas.   What  are  the  duties    of  a  king 
towards  his  vizier  ? 

The    Prince.    Unlimited   confidence;     in 
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all  important  and  secret  matters  he  must  have 
recourse  to  his  intelligence. 

Shimas.  And  i^herein  consist  the  duties  d 
a  vizier  towards  his  king  ? 

The  Prince.  He  must  devote  himself  en- 
tirely to  his  service,  and  never  tran^ress  the 
limits  of  the  respect  which  is  his  due.  Were 
he  to  behave  otherwise,  he  would  fare  like  the 
hunter,  who,  seeing  a  lion  engaged  at  his  re- 
past, gently  caught  hold  of  him  by  the  tail. 
The  hon  quietly  permitted  the  hunter  to  keep 
hold  of  his  tail :  the  hunter  grew  bolder,  and 
fancied  that  he  was  master  of  the  lion,  when 
the  latter  turned  about  in  a  rage  and  tore  him 
in  pieces. 

Shhnas.  What  are  the  principsJ  quahties 
by  which  a  vizier  recommends  himself  to  his 
master  ? 

The  Prince,  Tried  fidelity,  indefatigable 
activity,  promptitude  and  energy  in  the  trans- 
action of  business. 

Shimas,  But  how  ought  a  vizier  to  con- 
duct himself  towards  an  unjust  king,  a  tyrant. 
an  oppressor  of  his  people  ? 

The  Prince.    He  ought  to    tell   him   the 
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very  suom  as  s  just  Bind  beneficent 
king  ;  hmit  he  must  be  more  upon  hte>guard, 
xnat  (to  -exadperate  the  passions  of  his  master. 

Shimms.    Whevein  «onmt  ^tlie  ^oiprocsJ 
daties  of  a  king  and  his  subjects  ? 

Pmce.  It  is  the  duty  of  l^e  king  to 
the  lows,  and  to  defend  t^e  honour  and 
property  of  his  sdbgects ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
ihe  subjects  to  obey  his  commands,  to  sliai^ 
hiB  jo^  and  hb  sorrows,  tx>  pay  their  taxes 
ffimctuafly,  and  to  pray  for  the  prosperity  of 
tlmr  80tv«rdgn.     The  king  ought  above  all 
tihings  to  -watch  over  the  preservation  tof  re- 
ligion, justice  and  die  f<i^t8  of  his  subjects. 

S&imas.  ExcelliHit!  Now  prince,  tell  me 
mba/L  is  lequiaite  for  foveming  one's  toi^e 
andiseepiBgit  under  control  ? 

The  Prince.  To  abstain  from  lying,  from 
qpeaking  ffl  of  tme%  sei^bour,  and  giving  in- 
cooflideoate  anffwera.  A  person  ought  never 
to  repeat  con^ersaibioBS  which  hit  has  over- 
h^JBod,  cr  to  ialk  of  things  wfaicb  be  know^ 
sothtng  abemt.  Speech  is  like  an  arrow, 
which,  when  once  discharged,  nev«r  returns. 


o-  KING    J  ILIA. 

Lui  to  observe  silence  b  the  safest  course  that 
az.  be  pursued. 

5;  -^.o-.  How  ought  a  person  to    conduct 
:lj::i?<1:  rewards  his  parents,  his  friends  and 

r.:  P^:r:t.  He   ought  to  honour  and  re- 
>r^  r:  i:5  r-irents.  to  behave  kindlv  to  them, 
mi  ::  be  ob^niient  to  their  ^-iU.     As  to  his 
r-.ii:i>,  he  ou^hi  to  be  readv  to  sacrifice  his 
r-.:v:ry::r  them,  to  support  them  in  their 
...zcr.ixii^.  and    to  place  unlimited  confi- 
i-.n^r  :-  "ihem-     To  his  companions  he  ought 
*:  scr..-:  :."  render  himseh"  agreeable  bv  ami- 
:-  rr-irner?  and  disposition. 
>•--  .--  Do  you   believe  that   the    lot  of 
C-.  i-T  ni:-n  h.\s  been  decreed  beforehand  from 
_  erern.tv.  and  that  in  this  case  he  ou«jht  to 
:jl££  r».i:ns  :o  a-CTient  his  prosperity,  or  to  ab- 
-jCiin  f-:m  ihis  trouble  as  unnecessary  ? 

7':  r «-.•:.>'.  I  am  of  the  opinion  of  those 
^1.-^  nii^nuin  that  man  ousht  to  labour  and  to 
liii  Tvi^ns  to  earn  his  livelihood,  but  that  he 
.>:^:  n:-;  to  be  aaxious  about  the  future,  or 
>cn^<  t^  Anuss  riches  out  of  avarice* 


KING  JILIA.  33 

The  vizier  and  the  assembled  sages  admired 
the  correct  and  intelligent  answers  of  the 
prince,  prostrated  themselves  on  the  ground, 
and  congratulated  the  king  qn  having  a  son 
who  was  such  a  prodigy  of  learning. 

*'  Illustrious  vizier,  and  men  of  learning,  ye 
abysses  of  science,"  said  the  prince,  in  a  modest 
tone,  "  be  now  pleased  to  clear  up  some  of  my 
doubts.  I  am  a  vessel  of  black  day,  but 
ye  will  pour  into  it  limpid  water;  I  am  a 
poor  youth,  afflicted  with  the  disease  of 
ignorance,  but  ye  will  cure  me  by  the  medi- 
cines of  your  superior  knowledge."  Shimas 
made  a  suitable  compliment  in  reply,  and 
be^ed  the  prince  to  submit  his  doubts  to 
them.  The  first  related  to  the  creation,  and 
the  question  out  of  what  God  created  the 
world  ?  ''  Out  of  nothing,"  answered  Shimas, 
'•  merely  by  the  operation  of  his  omnipotence. 
If  you  have  any  doubt  of  it,  contemplate  only 
the  works  of  his  hand,  the  manifest  signs  of 
his  glory,  which  distinguish  day  and  night. 
Contemplate  the  sun,  contemplate  the  moon 
at  their  rising  and  setting." 

c5 
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The  Prince.  I  doubt  not  the  omnipotence 
of  God,  but  tell  me  hew  these  tilings  were 
made? 

Shimas.  By  the  sole  power  of  his  word ; 
for  it  is  his  word  which  ha$  produced  all  that 
exists,  and  without  his  word  nothing  that  i< 
would  exist. 

The  Priuce.  As  God  is  truth  itself,  and 
made  9II  his  creatures  in  the  way  of  truth,  how 
could  error  find  entrance  into  the  world  ? 

Shimas.  By  man,  who  forsook  the  path 
of  truth,  God  thcai  created  repentance  and 
punishment  as  attendants  on  error  and  devia- 
tion from  the  way  of  truth. 

The  Prifice.  Bot  whence  comes  that  dif- 
terence  between  men,  whic^  causes  one  to  walk 
in  the  path  of  truth  uid  virtue  without  e^^er 
deviating  from  it,  while  the  whole  life  of 
another  is  an  incessant  transgression  of  the  law, 
by  which  he  mcurs  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  ? 

SUmas.  This  is  owing  to  Iblis  (the  devil}. 
He  was  the  noblest  of  God's  creatures,  but  as 
be  rafosed  to  worship  Adam,  be  was  driven  out 
of  heaven,  and  haying  ever  since  envied  the  lot 
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fif  men,  be  has  tried  all  possible  means  to  tempt 
them  and  to  lead  them  into  evil. 

The  Prince.  But  as  God  is  almighty,  how 
could  maii»  his  creature,  act  contrary  to  hiB 
ivill  and  rebd  against  his  <x>mmaiids? 

SkimaA,  He  caanot  -do  -so  eso€|>t  in  as  fat 
as  God  peranCs ;  and  if  he  peiiBists  in  his  re- 
fractoriness, his  ruin  is  inevitable. 

Tli€  Prince.  Has  God  created  merely  vhat 
is  needftily  or  has  hetu^aafeed  more  or  less  than 
what  is  needfid  ? 

Shimas.  God  has  created  mierely  what  is 
needfijli  neither  more  nor  less. 

The  Prince.  What  are  the  two  thingeu  of 
which  one  is  pleanng  to  God  and  tihe  other 
ejtdtes  lus  wmth  ? 

Shimas.  Good  and  evil,  which  are,  in  a 
manner,  llie  two  sadffle-horses  of  the  body  and 
tiie  soul. 

The  Prince.  How  come  good  and  evil 
into  oHT  bo^es  and  our  souls  ? 

SikrviMtf.  By  means  of  the  five  senses, 
which  are  the  instruments  whereby  we  dobol^i 
good  and  evfl.  Thus  the  tongue  speaks  the 
words  of  truth  or  fsbdiood.   The  eyes  promote 
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our  eternal  felicity,  when  they  are  engaged  in 
the  contemplation  of  sacred  things,  or  they 
precipitate  us  into  perdition  when  they  are 
fixed  on  forbidden  things.  The  ear  Hstens  to 
the  word  of  God,  or  to  ungodly  speeches.  The 
hands  give  alms,  or  grasp  at  the  property  of  a 
neighbour.  The  feet  walk  to  the  mosque  cr 
to  the  brothel. 

The  Prince.  Did  God  know  beforehand, 
that  Adam  would  eat  of  the  forbidden  fruit  and 
thus  incur  the  suilt  of  disobedience  ? 

Shimas,  Undoubtedly  he  knew  it  before- 
hand,  as  is  proved  by  the  warning  which  he 
srave  to  Adam,  namelv,  that  he  should  die  as 
soon  as  he  had  tasted  this  forbidden  fruit. 

T/ie  Prince.   I    understand  ;   but  one  thing 

has  always  seemed  incomprehensible  to  me, 

and  that  is,  the  attachment  of  men  to  this 

world,  and  the  preference  which  they  give  it  to 

the  next  ? 

Shi  mas.  That  is  because  thev  live  solelv 
lor  the  present,  and  think  not  of  death.  If 
they  thought  of  that,  the  world  would  lose  its 
charms  for  them,  and  they  would  pay  more  at- 
tention to  their  eternal  sal\'ation. 
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"  You  have  enlightened  my  heart  by  the 
beacon  of  your  wisdom/'  said  the  prince>  "  and 
the  shades  of  my  doubts  are  dispeUed/' 

One  of  the  assembled  philosophers  then  rose 
and  addressed  the  prince  in  the  following  words : 
"  As  you  know  so  many  things,  have  the  con- 
descension to  inform  me,  what  are  the  most 
important  goods  of  this  world  ?"  "  Health  of 
body  and  soul/'  answered  the  prince,  "a  decent 
competence,  and  a  clever  well-disposed  son/' 

The  Philosopher.  What  are  the  three 
things  which  all  men  concur  to  hold  in  high 
estimation  ? 

The  Prince.  The  pleasures  of  the  table,  and 
the  pleasure  afforded  by  sleep  and  women. 

The  Philosopher.  What  are  the  three 
things  from  which  a  person  cannot  immedi- 
ately disengage  himself,  if  he  would  ? 

The  Prince,  Stupidity,  the  habit  of  lying, 
and  sincerity. 

The  Philosopher.  What  is  the  most  inno- 
cent kind  of  lie,  though  in  fact  they  are  all  re- 
prehensible? 

The  Prince.  That  which  prevents  an  evil, 
and  produces  a  benefit  to  him  who  tells  it  ? 
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T'uf   ?^  ^  <f:^k-^.   'V^'hat   b  the  kaft  lau-d- 
^'4tf   -cjui  •:?  iinkness.    thouiili    frankness  in 

T:i  £1:1:^  irA  the  wh-ve  assemblv,  >tnick 

^'  'Ji-i  i^-^:<z   Lzrrr'i-.r.e  wisdom   of  the  an- 

i*-r«  :t  i:f  r-iz.-^  exrliimed  with  one  voice : 

•  riircT  .:?  :he  nirrn  that  will  once  be  go- 

Th-nei  ry  s.:  €2_4^:enec  a  sovereign  !" — The 

ci!'^  .—  Ti'j'i^  irely  i^jlirei  his  son  the  presump- 

•:•--•£  iif^-  :j  h^  rrrwu.  and  the  whole  assembly 

r.i_«:   h'zii:??  t:  the  prlnre  in  that  capacity. 

r-F:  TifjL-^  ifrerwaris.  king  J  ilia  was  attacked 

^  •   1  zi  -Ttal  liseas^?.  ataI  feeling  his  end  ap- 

Trr^rtzi^.  i^ii: .z: >t:ed  his   son,  his  kinsmen, 

i^^u  £1  th«  snr.ierjs  o«  the  empire  about  his 

?«ii      •  I  fea."  siid  he.  ••  that  my  last  hour  is 

r-.'nie-     Listen.  O  mv  son.  to  my  last  injunc- 

tl' '  z< 

^  I  reccfT.mend  to  thee  ten  things,  which 
w-il  3C7^ne  Mtremehr  serviceable  to  thee  in  this 

'  Wkea  aneer  would  overcome  thee,  curb  it. 
thoa  spetkeaft^  well  weigh  thy  wonb. 
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"  When  thou  makat  jt  p-oinisie,  be  sure  to 
it. 

"  When  dKNi  judgest,  be  impartial. 

"  When  thoa  hast  cause  for  animosity,  for- 
grre  thioe  ^ramies. 

"  When  thou  hast  the  ability,  be  generous. 

"  When  t|i0ii  possessest  power«  treat  thy  de- 
pendents kindly. 

"  When  thou  art  a  dependent,  be  obedient  to 
tkj  superiors. 

"  Whenever  thou  canst  do  good,  neglect  not 
the  opportunity. 

"  Observe  the  laws  in  aiQ  points ;  listen  to 
tihe  counseb  of  vise  and  virtuous  men ;  show 
indH^nce  to  great  and  small ;  and  be  prudent 
and  discpeet  in  thy  measures." 

He  then  tvmed  to  the  Ulemas  who  were 
present — "  To  you,"  said  he,  "  I  recommend 
obedience  to  my  son,  to  whom  you  now  owe 
the  s»ne  duties  by  which  you  have  been  hitherto 
bound  to  me.  For  here  stands  your  long  and 
master.  May  God  take  you  into  his  holy  and 
worthy  keeping!*' 

The  agonies  of  death  here  checked  his  ut- 
terance; he  preaaed  his  son  to  his  bosom,  em- 


braccii  him,  and  gave  up  the  ghost.  He  »"i- 
ihen  wdjheii  and  buried,  agretably  to  the 
vli.jueue  of  kitiK,  with  2re.1t  pomp.  The  prince 
wi?  imnii-di.ittlv  prfjcldiiiicd  kiti^,  invented  with 
th^'  i:i-^iji:i.i  ci'  royalty,  the  ring  and  the  croini, 
ii:iJ  placed  upon  the  throne. 

The  priiK-e  trod  lor  some  time  in  the  steps 
tii  hi  j  father,  hut  by  degrees  the  attachment  to 
earthly  thine*  and  the  passions  of  his  >ou] 
ijiiTied  the  ascendancy  over  him,  and  cauied 
him  10  forget  the  dying  injunctions  of  hi* 
lather,  and  the  whole  course  of  morals  in  vhich 
at  his  public  esamtnation  he  had  displayed  such 
a?toni>hing  proficiency.  He  indulged  more 
especialiv  in  an  inordinate  pjission  for  women. 
No  sooner  did  he  hear  mention  made  of  a 
beautiful  woman,  than  he  sent  for  her  to  many 
her.  In  this  manner  he  had  in  a  short  time 
collected  a  harem,  which  was  more  numerous 
than  king  Solomon's,  and  in  which  he  passed 
not  on]v  his  nights,  but  also  whole  days.  For 
months  tt^ther  he  remained  shut  up  m  the 
;  concerning  himseh"  about  af- 
i  he  wholly  rehnquished  to 
med  no  answers  to  the 


retorts  Thicb  they  sent  him,  and  ' 
still  vorse,  he  did  not  even  read  then 
This  conduct  soon  excited  munnui 
tjje  people,  and  they  began  loudly  t 
their  sovereign.  "  We  will  go  to  Sh 
g:raiid-viiier,"  said  they,  "  and  su 
grievances  to  him.  Perhaps  he  w 
some  means  of  redress,  for  if  the  Idn 
i  n  tJiis  course  of  life,  the  country  is  tl 
^witili  inevitahle  niin."  "Wise  viz 
tliey  to  him,  "  our  king  has  forgottei 
cellent  instmctioDS  which  he  re<xiv< 
vouth ;  he  has  addicted  himself  to  w< 
we  are  lost  if  he  continues  to  pu 
course.  For  vhole  months  tc^th 
nothing  of  him;  no  business  is  atb 
and  in  vain  do  we  appeal  to  his  just 
are  come  therefore  to  soHcit  your's,  i 
plore  you  to  remedy  this  state  of  thing 
to  him,  and  try  whether  you  cannot 
back  into  the  right  way." 

Shimas,  as  the  oi^an  of  the  voi 
people  to  the  throne,  determined 
duty.  He  requested  an  audience  o 
as  he  wished  to  speak  with  him  on 
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matters,  "  Vizier,"  said  the  young  chamb^^r- 
lain,  to  whom  he  applied  for  this  purpose,  *'  I 
haw  aot  set  eyes  on  the  king  for  more  than  a 
month ;  how  then  could  I  venture  to  go  in  and 
announce  you?  Apply  to  the  eunuchs,  who 
cany  the  dishes  from  the  kitchen  to  the  kings 
table ;  it  is  they  alone  who  can  get  a  sight  of 
him." 

Shimas  accordingly  repaired  to  the  door  of 
the  kitchen,  where  he  waited  awhile,  till  he 
could  see  one  of  the  pages  of  the  kitchen,  to 
whom  he  said  that  he  wished  to  speak  for  a 
moment  with  the  king  after  dinner,  it  he  was 
in  a  good  humour.  The  p^  watched  for  a  fa- 
vourable opportunity  of  announcing  the  grand- 
vizier,  who  was  immediately  admitted  to  an 
audience.  Shimas  prostrated  himself  before 
the  kine,  kissed  his  hands  and  feet,  and  said  to 
him :  "  Great  king,  God  hath  endued  you 
with  wisdom  and  knowledge,  far  surpassing  the 
wisdom  and  knowledge  of  cdl  other  kings ;  he 
hath  conferred  them  not  for  yourself  alone,  but 
far  tke  benefit  of  the  people  whom  he  hath 
commitfeed  to  your  care«  that  you  might  per- 
sonaliy  superintend  the  a£iairs  of  state,   and 
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take  cogEOZMMieef  the  grants  of  your  sobjects 
and  Bot  abaadoQ  yourself  entirely  to  pkadure 
Ffiir,  tbe  pvo^rity  of  their  sutjects  is  th 
grand  object  ¥^ich  ought  to  engage  the  atbaa 
tioa  <ii  kings.  Puisue  then  the  r%ht  trad 
3vbich  leads  to  ^ory,  and  not  the  path  of  plea 
sure  iRfhich  precipitates  into  the  abyss  o 
ineiritable  destruction :  otherwise  it  will  fan 
-^th  you  as  it  once  did  with  the  fisherman.' 
"  And  how  did  it  fare  with  him  ?"  asked  th 


"A  fisherman  was  crossing  a  bridge,  over^ 
ri^^ier  in  which  he  was  accustomed  'to  cast  hi 
nc^  and  observed  a  large  fish  in  the  wat-er 
TSrhat  would  be  the  use  of  my  net  ?  said  he ;  ! 
bad  much  better  pursue  the  fish  and  try  ti 
overtake  it  1^  swimming.  He  plux^ed  into  th 
river  and  actually  caught  the  great  fish  by  tb 
tauJ.  fiut'the  impetuosity  of  the  cun-ent'hur 
sied  him  away»  and  carried  him  iotto  a  whirl 
pool,  from  which  he  saw  no  possibility  of  ex 
trioating  himself.  Fishing-boats  hastened  t( 
lua  sucoour,  and  alter  they  had  taken  him  ou^ 
of  tke  water,  the  men  said  to  him  ^  'Wbyhas^ 


^i^BK.  ~  Vine,"  said  the  vom  eta'"' 
tam.  fy  vimn  be  aj^td  tor  duipuTO^  "' 
*^  mc*  aet  ews  ok  the  bag  foriMi'''*' 
■  itihpTtfaeDCoaMlventuntcS''"^ 

MTT  tbe  (bsScflromlbekitclKiiKtlitW'    < 
*Wt;  iti=  tber  ikme -to  cu  p""(''^ 

cot  tfepaei^DlEiietkbeivK' 

■■WMi  vitk  tbc  km  ^et  diuiis,  i'  i"  "^ 

wwmhie  oppottunitv  ol'anaouiiciiisltif  ?""■ 
■wiet  *b«  w»  mmediaiely  a^"^  ■•  "^ 
MfeacE.  Shams  prearaed  lumseli'  b^ 
lie  but.  k.  ssod  bt^  hand=  and  l«[.  Mid  ««l » 
k«;  -Greai  kms,  GoJ  hitb  eiiiW  J« 
■milk  wisdom  and  Lnowl«^.  ^  fuipasai^tbi 
Tbrfom  andknoaledixofaiioliierii'?:'* 
WfacoiierredtliemQolialW'^f'J"'":'^^ 
foe  t^  tteoefit  ( 


^  tiaheraiAn  was  atasing  «  bridgi^  vf^s 

>  which  be  1 

■  and   obsert-ed  a  fav^  fiih   m  tfe  i 

would  be  the  awe  Una  meLt  amihei 

niK^  better  piBsae  tke  ufc  aid  tn- 1 

tby-     II  iiiiiiiiag^     Hep 

r  Ukd  actu^y  caosh^  tW  era*  &i4  vjr  tj 

t  the  imp^WMitT  U  the  csnoie  ta 

1  awM,  and  C 

which  be  s»w  no  pewntiflaj  «<  *m^ 
J  hinueli-     Fuhii^  bo— i  hM^aMrf  tA 
'  -W,  and  after  they  had  talcca  hJ*  <« 
v,  themeDMidtohM:  'W^ha* 
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\v\l:_::s  which  he  shook  down.'  It  was  to  no 
purr  ^>e  that  the  boy  attempted  to  explain  ; 
h:>  t'X oases  were  of  no  avail ;  the  owner  of 
the  rircieii  draiTired  him  away  as  convicted  of 
:he  ro  >>ery.  and  the  thieves  retired.  Just  so 
V  ur  viziers  would  sacrifice  vou  to  their  in- 
:ere-t.  and  £ret  themselves  out  of  the  scrape  by 
n.-xkin^:  a  stop-^rap  of  you." 

•'  You  are  riiiht,  mv  love,"  said  the  kine  to 
his  *";iv-uri:e.  "  I  will  not  be  such  a  fool  as  to 
::">  0  It.  when  I  can  pass  my  time  so  much 
ni   ro  aiT/eeahlv  with  my  darling." 

The  tollow  ins  dav.  the  viziers  and  the  people, 
er. rhaiited  with  the  hopes  of  seeing  the  king. 
a-<emb!eii  at  the  gate  of  the  palace  ;  but  they 
were  not  admitted.  "  Wise  \nzier,"  said  the 
reop.e  to  Siiima^.  "  onlv  see  what  an  indis- 
cree:  vouHii  man  our  king  is  !  To  complete  the 
measure  oi  his  follies  he  has  recourse  to  lies, 
hut  vou  must  speak  to  him  at  least  once  more.*' 

Sl.imas  was  well  aware  that  the  chanee  in 
the  kin^^'s  intentions  could  only  be  elFected  by 
some  feminine  artitice  ;  he  therefore  solicited 
and  obtained  a  private  audience.  "  Great 
kini:."    said   he,     *'  vou    have  verv  suddenly 
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abandoned  yoar  good  idea.     You  are  Gke  a 
nan  Vfho  laras  accustomed  to  tie  up  fais^  camri 
for  the  purpose  of  milking  her.      Wishissg, 
however,  to  spare  the  halter,  he  tried  to  mflk 
the  camel  tnthout  it.    But  the  camel  ran  away, 
and  thus  he  lost  all  the  benefit  which  he  might 
have  derived  from  her.     Just  so  you  run  the 
risk  <rf  losing  your  throne,  by  whhing  to  spai« 
yourself  Uie  trouble  of  putting  a  bricBe  Mid 
curb  upon  your  subjects.     Believe  me,  sir^ 
in  order  to  keep  himself  clean  a  man  need  not 
be   the  whole  day  washing  his  linen,  and  in 
order  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  which  women 
aflbrd,  he  need  not  spend  all  his  time  in  their 
soeiety.    He  eats  to  appease  hunger,  and  drinks 
to  allay  thirst.     Precisely  so  the  rational  num 
considers  women .   The  day  consists  of  twenty- 
four  hours ;  it  it  quite  sufficient  to  spend  twelve 
of  them  in  the  harem ;  the  rest  of  the  day 
ought  to  be  devoted  to  business,  study  and  re- 
pose.    To  be  continually  with  women  is  de- 
trimental to  body  and  soul.    Their  only  oc- 
cupation is  to  seduce  men,  who  ought  to  keep 
their  words  and  actions  at  a  distance  from  them. 
How  many  men  have  been  corrupted  by  wo- 
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men  !    I  could  relate  a  thousand  and  one  ex- 
amples   ." — "  We  will  di^pense  with  the 

thousand/*    said   the  kins:,    '*  and  one  shall 
sutiice  for  the  present :  let  us  hear  V 

"  A  man/'  resumed  Shimas,  "  who  gave 
himself  up  entirely  to  his  wife,  had  a  garden, 
which  he  never  missed  vi-riting  every  day.  His 
wife  had  more  than  once  wished  to  accompany 
him  tliither,  and  as  he  was  too  weak  to  op- 
pose a  firm  refusal  to  her  solicitations,  he  took 
her  with  him.  Two  young  men,  who  chanced 
to  be  just  at  that  moment  in  the  garden,  and 
saw  this  couple  coming,  conceiving  it  to  be 
some  private  assignation,  concealed  themselves 
behind  the  bushes  to  watch  the  result.  No 
sooner  had  the  wife  entered  the  garden,  tlian 
she  began  to  be  more  loving  than  could  be 
deemed  quite  becoming  in  so  public  a  place. 
*  Tliat  must  not  be,'  said  the  man  ;  '  for  I  am 
afraid  lest  some  one  might  see  us,  and  I  should 
be  made  the  town -talk  ;  and  besides  I  have 
something  to  do :  I  must  cultivate  and  water 
my  garden/ — 'Ah,  love!'  rejoined  the  lady. 
'  you  must  not  let  your  garden  take  away  all 
your  attention   from  your  wife.     You  know 
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vsihfA  die  Coran  says  on  this  subject/  The 
husband  was  unable  to  resist  the  ardour  of  her 
amorous  caresses.  The  two  young  men,  who 
belonged  to  the  police,  convinced  that  this  was 
an  illicit  interview,  came  forward  from  their 
hiding-place  to  surprise  the  lovers.  "  Defend 
me!"  cried  the  woman  to  her  husband ;  and 
when  the  latter  accordingly  began  to  defend 
himself,  one  of  the  young  men  gave  him  a 
violent  blow  with  his  fist,  of  which  he  died. 

"  Such,  O  king!  are  the  consequences  of 
following  the  advice  of  women,  which,  like  all 
pernicious  counsels,  we  ought  to  spurn  from 
OS.  What,  sire  !  after  you  have  been  so  long 
invested  with  the  garment  of  wisdom,  can  you 
strip  yourself  of  it>  to  assume  the  garb  of  folly! 
How  can  you,  for  the  sake  of  such  paltry  plea- 
sures, renounce  the  advantages  attendant  on 
wise  and  rational  conduct !" 

"  To-morrow,  if  it  please  God,"  said  the 
king,  "  I  will  give  audience." 

The  favourite  entered  as  soon  as  Shimas  had 
quitted  the  apartment,  to  inquire  what  lessons 
and  counsels  he  had  given  the  king.  "  Sub* 
jects,"  said  she,  "  are  the  slaves  of  kings,  but 
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i  perceive  that  here  the  order  of  things  is  re- 
\-ersecl,  and  the  king  is  the  slave  of  his  sub- 
jects. They  are  endeavouring  to  frighten  you, 
and  are  desirous  of  ascertaining  whether  you 
have  a  strong  or  a  weak  mind.  If  they  find 
you  to  be  weak,  they  will  strive  to  make  them- 
selves still  more  terrible  to  you ;  but  if  they 
find  you  firm  and  resolute,  they  will  be  afraid 
of  you.  It  is  your  viziers  who  are  making  a 
mock  of  you,  and  who  would  fain  treat  you 

a«    the    thieves    did    the    merchant " 

"  And  how  did  they  treat  him  ?"  ask^  the 
king  :  **  I  am  curious  to  learn." 

*'  A  very  rich  merchant,"  continued  the 
favourite,  "  stopped  at  a  khan,  into  which 
thieves  could  not  break  by  force,  so  that  they 
were  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  stratagem  to 
accomplish  their  object.  '  Leave  that  to  me,' 
said  the  captain  of  the  gang.  He  dressed 
himself  as  a  physician,  and  in  this  disguise 
knocked  at  the  door  of  the  apartment  in  which 
the  merchant  lodged.  '  I  have  no  occasion  for 
a  doctor,'  said  the  merchant,  who  was  just 
then  at  dinner ;  '  nevertheless,  if  you  will  take 
some  soap  with  me,  you  shall  be  welcome.* 
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The  tfakf  sat  down ;  and  after  eating  a  little^ 
he  said :  *  Permit  me  at  least  to  give  you  a 
piece  of  advice  in  return  for  your  hospitality. 
I  can  see  that  you  eat  too  much,  and  this  can- 
not fcil  sooner  or  later  to  bring  upon  you  some 
disease/ — '  Grod  be  thanked.'  said  the  mer 
chant,  '  I  have  an  exeellent  appetite,  and  with 
a  good  digestion  one  need  not  be  afraid  to  eat 
heartily/—'  But/  said  the  robber,  '  you  must 
at  least  take  a  preventive  against  the  disease 
iiiiieh  may  arise  fr^m  eating  too  much,  that 
3Poa  may  not  be  ill.     We  must  hold  a  con- 
sultation on  than  sid>ject,  and  to-morrow,  if  it 
please  God,  I  will  bring  with  me  s(»ne  other 
physieianB  to  assist  me  in  devising  means  to 
protect  you  from  the  (fiseases  with  which  you 
are  threatened.'  On  the  following  day  he  came 
with  liH  acoompKces,  the  odier  rogues,  who 
were  all  disguised  as  •  physicians.    They  pre^ 
pared  a  sherbet*  and  assured  the  merchant 
that  it  waaan infrllAle preservative  against  all 
complainta;     And  so  it  really  was,  for  the 
merchant' gave  up  Ae  ghost  as'soon  as  ha  had 
drank' it: 

"  Look  yoa>  siFe#  suck  w31  be  the  condoft 

D  2 


52  KING    J  ILIA. 

of  vour  viziers,  if  vou  trust  to  their  words." — 
"  Thou  art  ri^ht,  my  love,"  said  the  kins,  "  I 
will  not  go  out." 

The  next  day,  therefore,  when  the  people  re- 
paired to  the  palace  in  great  numbers,  and  the 
king  would  not  appear,  they  murmured  much 
louder  than  the  preceding  day. 

"  We  will  not  have  this  silly  boy  for  our 
king,"  said  they  :  "  we  must  consign  the  rein> 
of  government  to  more  experienced  hands. 
Go,"  said  they  to  Shimas,  the  grand-vizier, 
"  20  in  and  tell  him  that  we  will  choose  another 
kins,  if  he  refuses  to  see  us,  and  that  w^-e  shall 
deem  ourselves  absolved  from  the  oath  which 
we  look,  as  he  is  so  far  from  fulfilling  our  ex- 
pectations and  his  own  promises.  We  will 
arm  and  do  ourselves  justice." 

Shimas  exerted  himself  to  the  utmost  to 
sooth  the  minds  of  the  people,  who  were  ripe 
for  revolt ;  and  on  being  admitted  to  the  king, 
he  laid  aside  all  reserve  in  his  address. 

"  Absorbed  in  pleasures,  the  sport  of  your 
passions,"  said  he  to  him,  "  what  are  you 
doing,  sire,  while  impending  ruin  threatens 
you  !    Who  could  blind  you  to  such  a  degree. 
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tbat  you  see  not  the  precipice  on  the  brink  of 
which  you  stand  ?   Your  subjects  are  in  rebel - 
Hon,  they  have  sworn  your  destruction :  how 
think  you  alone  to  oppose  this  raging  torrent  ? 
It  is  not  now  the  question  whether  you  will 
submit  to  my  guidance ;  your  life  is  at  stake  : 
all  now  depends  on  bringing  back  the  incensed 
people  to  tranquillity  and  obedience ;  your  pre- 
sence must  dispel  the  gathering  tempest.  Your 
subjects  have  long  endured  with  patience  your 
voluptuousness  and  effeminacy ;  but  their  pa- 
tience is  now  exhausted.     Wood,  how  com- 
bustible soever  it  be,  when  it  has  lain  long  in 
water,  is  at  last  turned  into  stone,  and  instead 
of  being  useful  for  burning  as  formerly,  it  emits 
fire  itself,  when  two  pieces  of  it  are  struck  to- 
gether.    Just  the  same  is  the  case  with  the 
people.    They  bear  for  a  long  time  with  pa- 
tience ;  but  at  length,  hardened  by  the  dura- 
don  and  magnitude  of  their  sufferings,  they 
change  their  nature,  and  themselves  assume 
the  power  by  which  they  were  oppressed.  You, 
sire,  will  experience  the  fate  of  the  fox  and 
the  wolf "     "  What  then  was  the  fate  of 
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the  fox  and  the  wolf?"  asked  the  king:  "  I  am 
curious  to  learn." 

"  A  troop  of  foxes,"  proceeded  the  grand- 
vizier,  "  went  out  one  day  in  quest  of  food. 
They  met  with  a  dead  camel,  '  See  there,' 
said  the  foxes,  '  there  is  enough  to  support  us 
for  a  considerable  time;  but  how  shall  we 
manage  to  di^^de  it  so  that  none  of  us  shall 
^et  either  too  much  or  too  little  V  Just  at  that 
moment  a  wolf  passed  by.  '  Wc  will  apply  to 
him,'  sedd  the  foxes,  '  he  is  one  of  the  no- 
tables, and  enjoys  every  where  marked  con- 
sideration, nay,  his  family  once  reigned  in  this 
country.'  They  applied  accordingly  to  the 
wolf,  and  begged  him  to  divide  among  them 
every  day  the  portions  of  the  camel,  as  long 
as  it  lasted.  The  wolf  undertook  the  office 
and  allotted  to  them  their  portions  for  that 
day,  with  which  they  were  content. 

*'  On  the  following  day  the  wolf  thus  con 
sidered  within  himself:  What  benefit  shall  1 
derive  from  taking  on  myself  this  task  ?    It  is 
better  for  me  to  think  of  doing  some  good  for 
mv  familv.      When,  therefore,  the  foxes  re- 
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Unxied  and  demandad  their  break&st,  he  an- 
swered, that  there  was  nothing  leiib  from  the 
preceding  day.  '  We  have  made  a  pretty  bu- 
sineBB  of  it/  said  some  of  thefi»es,  '  by  trusts 
ing  this  faithless  traitor/ — '  Let  ns  come  back 
to-morrow/  said  others,  perhaps  he  will  mean- 
while think  better  of  it,  and  give  us  our  due/ 
Aecardin^y,  they  came  back  the  next  day  and 
begged  most  humbly  for  their  food,  represent- 
ing that  without  it  they  must  starve,  and  that 
they  founded  all  their  hopes  on  his  well-known 
probky  and  love  of  justice, 

"  This  speech  displeased  the  wolf  in  the 
hi^est  degree.  He  turned  his  back  to  the 
foxes,  and  did  not  so  much  as  deign  to  answer 
them.  '  We  have  no  other  resource,'  said  the 
foxes,  '  than  to  prefer  our  complaints  to  the 
lion,  and  to  demand  justice  of  him.  This 
plan  was  put  in  execution.  '  We  are  come," 
said  the  foxes  to  the  lion,  '  to  implore  your 
protection  against  an  imjust  tyrant.'  The 
lion  desired  them  to  relate  the  particulars  of 
their  case,  accompanied  them  to  the  den  of 
Chewdf,  and  tore  him  in  pieces  to  do  justice 
€0  the  foxes. 
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FiLT  the  rate  of  the  wolf,  sire.  Your 
:»t-:c»'i  rr^T  dzd  an  aveneer,  who  will  do  them 
.--^  -"!?  F:ll:"ar  therefore  my  advice,  and  the 
>'  ^n:z^  :i:iro>eti  on  vou  by  vour  father  on 
1  >  1^  ihi-':ei    This  is  mv  last  exhortation." 

'  ^rr  TTih/'  said  the  kins;  "  to-morrov, 
r  .:  7  iii^  G-:d.  I  will  give  audience."  No 
>:«:-se-  -v-w  th^e  fivourite  apprized  of  this  new 
--is:. .:.:!:  :/  the  king's,  than  she  went  to  him 
iz:  si-i  ■•  N: thins  can  equal  my  astom'sh- 
z:< It  "•::•£"  I  sec  vour  blind  submission  to  vour 
v.i:er>  ti:  'tii  vou  bv  the  nose,  while  vou 
ij^  i:ri.i  ::  them  aiid  have  to  compel  their 
rceiiez-"^,  Yjurheart  is  too  tender;  know 
v:-.  z.t  thji  -h:^ver  has  not  a  heart  like 
>t=r=l  .s  z::  nc  ::r  a  king.  You  are  become  a 
r.iss-ve  :>:!  iz  thtir  hands;  instead  of  forcing 
tier:,  tc  cb^y.  y:u  give  way  to  their  caprices, 
mi  thiv  :rh:h:en  vou  as  the  thief  frightened 
:he  sh £7 herds  with  the  lion's  skin." 

••  Sutisfv  mv  curiositv,"  said  the  king :  "  I 
iin  not  acquainted  with  that  story." 

**  There  was  once,"  resumed  the  favourite, 
•'  a  crafty  thief,  who  had  for  a  long  time  in 
v^ii:  ejLeited  all  his  skill  to  steal  a  sheep  from 
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flock  of  a  shepherd.    Finding  all  his  at* 

tiempts  unsacoessfid,  he  took  the  dun  of  a  Uon, 

sewed  it  together,  and  set  it  up  on  a  hill  at 

some  distance  from  the  flock.     He  then  "went 

t:o  the  shefdieid.     '  The  lion/  said  he  to  him, 

'  the  lion  sends  me  hither  to  demand  from 

y  oa  a  tribute  of  sheep.     '  Where  is  the  lion  V 

asked  the  shepherd.     The  thief  pointed  out 

the  scarecrow  to  him,  and  the  shepherd,  be- 

lieving  it  to  be  a  real  lion,  gave  the  thief  as 

many  sheep  as  he  had  demanded. — Just  so 

do  they  firi§^ten  you  with  a  lion's  skin,  and  thus 

do  you  qdedy  suffer  yourself  to  be  stripped  of 

the  prerogatives  of  supreme  authority." 

"  Thou  art  right,  my  love,"  said  the  king ; 
"  I  will  not  go  out  of  my  palace,  but  send 
these  impudent  fellows  away  again." 

When,  the  ensuing  day,  the  viziers  and  the 
deputies  of  the  people  were  not  admitted  into 
the  palace,  the  sparks  of  insurrection  burst 
forth  into  a  flame.  The  people,  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  demanded  the  head  of  the  kmg, 
and  finding  the  palace  gates  locked,  they 
opened  them  by  settix^  them  on  fire.  The 
king,  who  was  not  till  then  aware  of  the  danger 
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which  threatened  him,  and  knew  not  how  to 
avert  it,  sent  for  the  favourite.     "  Seest  thou 
not  now,"  said  he  to  her,  "  that  Shimas  tdd 
me  nothing  but  the  downright  truth  ?     Great 
and  small  demsind  my  head,   and  the  outer 
gates  of  the  palace  are  already  burned.    What 
is  now  to  be  done  ?" — **  Be  under  no  concern 
about  that,"  replied  the  favourite.     "It  is  at 
such  moments  as  this  that  weak  kings  sue- 
cumb  ;  but  a  genius,  bom  to  command,  has  a 
hundred  thousand  resources.     Feign  illness; 
send  for  Shimas,  your  grand-vizier,  and  tell 
him,  that  you  were  already  on  the  way  to  shew 
yourself  to  the  troops  and  the  people,  when 
you  were  suddenly  taken  ill;    but    that   to- 
morrow without  fail  you  will  comply  with  their 
wishes.     To-morrow  station  near  you  ten  of 
the   most   trusty  of  your  father's  slaves,    on 
whose  implicit  obedience  you  can  rely ;  let  the 
grandees  be  admitted  to  your  presence,  but 
only  one  at  a  time,  as  a  reason  for  which  you 
may  allege,  that  the  state  of  your  health  will 
not  permit  you  to  receive  much  company  at 
once,  and  then  let  them  all  as  they  enter  have 
their  heads  cut  ofi«  and  Shimas  the  grand- 
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vizier  the  firsts  for  he  is  the  instigator  of  this 
insurrection  In  this  manner  you  ^ill  restore 
public  tranquillity,  and  stifle  for  ever  the  seeds 
trf  popular  commotion." 

*'  Thou  art  r^ht,  my  love/'  said  the  king, 
tying  a  bandage  round  hb  head,  that  he 
m^fat  act  the  invalid  the  better,  and  then 
<Hxlered  Shknas,  the  grand-vizier,  to  be  sum* 
moned. 

"  Yon  are  a  faithful  servant,"  said  he,  "  who 
have  never  advised  me  but  for  my  good.  I 
^ivas  just  goii^  to  give  audience,  when  I  was 
seized  with  a  violent  pain  in  the  head.  Make 
an  excuae  then  in  my  name  for  this  disap- 
pointment to  the  grandees  and  the  people,  and 
assure  them  that  to-morrow  I  will  not  fail  to 
be  visible." 

Shimas  kissed  the  king's  hand,  wished  him 
health  and  all  possible  prosperity ;  and  after 
having  explained  in  a. speech  of  some  length 
that  illness  had  been  the  unfortunate  cause 
which  had  prevented  the  king  from  shewing 
himself  to  the  people,  he  exhorted  them  to 
return  peaceably  to  their  homes. 

The  king  meanwhile  caused  ten  of  his  most 
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trusty  slaves  to  be  selected,  and  after  exacting 
from  them  a  fresh  oath  and  promise  of  implicit 
obedience,  he  informed  them  that  it  impera- 
tively behoved  him  to  rid  himself  of  the  rmg- 
leaders  of  the  rebels.  "  To-morrow  morning," 
said  he,  •*'  the  viziers  and  the  grandees  will 
come  one  after  another  into  this  cabinet,  and 
as  they  enter  strike  off  their  guilty  heads,  and 
quickly  drag  their  carcases  aside."  They  an- 
swered :  "  We  understand  you,  and  your  com- 
mands shall  be  obeyed." 

On  the  following  day  the  heralds  proclaimed 
that  the  king  \vould  give  audience ;  the  viziers 
and  the  chamberlains  ranged  themselves  in 
due  order,  and  Shimas,  the  grand-vizier,  went 
in  first.  He  was  instantly  dispatched,  and 
the  other  viziers  who  followed  him  shared  the 
same  fate.  All  who  w^ere  distinguished  for 
talents  or  the  offices  which  they  held  were 
put  to  death,  till  none  were  left  but  the  mul- 
titude, who  returned  quite  peaceably  to  their 
homes,  after  they  had  lost  their  leaders. 

After  this  execution,  the  king  gave  himself 
up  more  than  ever  to  his  pleasures,  and  wa* 
guihy  of  the  most  cruel  oppressions.     He  b^ 
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amaiwed  immense  treasures  in  gold,  silver  and 
predoas  stones,  which  excited  the  envy  of  all 
the  neighbouring  sovereigns.  One  of  these 
Idngs,  hearing  that  all  the  ministers  and  gene* 
rals  of  Wird  Khan  had  been  put  to  death, 
conceived  that  this  was  a  favouraUa  oppor- 
tunity to  wrest  from  the  young  tyrant  the  vast 
riches  left  him  by  his  father.  Without  coun- 
sellors, without  defenders,  the  tool  of  women, 
what  resistance  could  he  make  ?  Convinced 
of  the  correctness  of  these  ideas,  this  king 
addressed  to  the  youi^  Wird  Khan  the  fol- 
lowing letter : 

"  In  the  name  of  God,  the  gracious  and 
merciful! 

"  We  have  learned  from  report  that  you 
have  put  your  ministers,  your  generals  and 
your  philosophers  out  of  the  way,  and  pred- 
jHtated  yourself  into  the  abyss.  Your  power 
and  importance  are  at  an  end.  Heaven  hath 
conferred  on  me  the  strength  to  reduce  you  t^ 
order  and  obedience.  Receive  therefore  here* 
with  the  declaration  of  my  pleasure. 
J  "  Build  me  a  palace  in  the  middle  of  tfar 
eei;  or  jf  you  cannot,  descend  from  llie  ihroo% 
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If  you  refuse,  I  will  send  an  army  of  twelve 
thousand  squadrons,  each  squadron  consisting 
of  a  thousand  warriors,  who  shall  plunder  your 
treasures,  kill  your  people  and  carry  off  your 
women.  My  ambassador  will  remain  at  your 
court  only  three  days ;  you  will  during  that 
time  comply  with  my  desire,  or  prepare  to 
meet  the  army,  which  is  destined  to  march 
against  you." 

When  Wird  Khan  had  read  this  letter 
he  was  overwhelmed  with  despair ;  for  he 
knew  that  he  had  none  of  whom  he  could  ask 
couiij^el,  or  on  whom  he  could  rely.  He  re- 
paired, therefore,  with  pale  and  agitated  look. 
to  his  favourite.  He  read  her  the  letter,  and 
slie,  in  despair,  tore  her  garments  and  her 
hair."  "  Wliat  would  you  advise  me  to  doV" 
said  the  king  to  her.  "  What  advice  can  a 
woman  give,"  answered  she,  '*  when  the  ques- 
tion relates  to  war?  you  must  apply  to  men." 
— At  these  words  the  king  was  racked  with 
repentance  and  remorse,  for  having  sacrificed 
his  viziers,  his  generals  and  the  men  most  emi- 
nent for  wisdom  and  knowledge.  "  Wretclies 
that  ye  are,"  said  he  to  his  women,  *'  ye  have 
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{ilui^ed  me  into  ruin  as  the  tortoises  did  the 
partridge." 

"  Will  you  not  tell  us  that  stqvy  ?"  said  the 
women :  "  it  might  perhaps  amuse  us  a  little. 
The  king  acoordii^y  related  to  them  the  fol- 
lowi]^  fable : — 

"  On  a  verdant  and  well  watered  island  once 
dwelt  some  tortCHses  in  the  enjoyment  of  every 
pofisiUe  convenience.  A  partridge  one  day 
alighted  there  to  rest  a  little  durii^  the  heat 
of  the  day.  The  tortoises  were  quite  enchanted 
with  the  beauty  of  the  plumage  and  the  pre- 
possessing manners  of  the  partridge.  They 
contiracted  a  friendship  with  her.  The  par- 
tridge on  her  part  like>i7iBe  conceived  an  attach- 
ment for  them,  and  was  highly  delighted  with 
their  company.  Early  in  the  morning  she 
flew  away,  and  returned  in  the  evening  to  pass 
the  night  with  her  friends.  The  tortoises 
were  grieved  that  their  friend  did  not  stay 
with  them  the  whole  day.  They  therefore 
oonaolted  together  what  was  to  be  done  to 
induce  the  partridge  not  to  quit  them  at  all. 
An  M  tortoise  took  the  business  upon  her- 
«elf«  and  the  others  asaured  her  of  their  un 
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bounded  gratitude,  if  she  could  prevail  on  the 
partridge  to  stay  constantly  '\^ith  thera.  The 
old  tortoise  accordingly  spoke  in  the  name  of 
her  sisters  to  their  visitor.  '  We  are  all  so 
fond  of  you/  said  she,  'and  yet  you  always  leave 
us  by  break  of  dav,  and  it  is  not  till  sunset 
that  we  see  you  again.  This  gives  us  infinite 
concern,  so  that  we  are  all  ill  with  grief.'  'It 
grieves  me  as  much  as  you  to  be  obHged  to  leave 
you,'  replied  the  partridge, '  and  I  should  like  to 
pass  aU  my  time  with  you.  But  I  am  a  bird.  I 
am  destined  bv  nature  to  roam  abroad,  and  can- 
not  therefore  submit  to  such  a  sedentary  life  as 
yours. — 'You  are  right,'  said  the  tortoise ;  'but 
the  only  question  is,  which  mode  of  life  is  to 
be  preferred  to  the  other,  and  if  it  is  not  bet- 
ter to  stay  quietly  at  home,  than  to  be  con- 
tinually strolling  about  at  random.  Stay  then 
with  us,  lead  a  uniform  peaceful  life,  and  leave 
to  us  the  care  of  rendering  it  agreeable  to  you 
by  various  amusements.'  '  I  would  fain  comply 
with  your  wish,'  rejoined  the  partridge,  'but  my 
propensity  to  fly  up  into  the  air  overcomes 
me,  and  I  cannot  withstand  it.* — 'There  is  a 
remedy  for  that/  answered  the  tortoise,  '  let  us 
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dip  the  wings  by  means  of  which  you  fly,  and 
ehe  happiness  of  your  company  will  in  future 
be  ensured  to  us. — ^The  partridge  approved  this 
idea,  and  allowed  the  feathers  of  her  wings  to 
l>e  pulled  out  one  after  another.     But  she  had 
not  long  enjoyed  the  pleasures  of  her  new  mode 
of  life,  when  one  day  the  owner  of  the  land 
came,  seized  the  partridge,  and  took  her  away 
with  him,  as  she  was  unable  to  defend  herself, 
or  to  escape  by  flight.     In  vain  did  she  apply 
to  her  friends,  the  tortoises,  and  implore  their 
succour :  they  did  nothing  but  weep.     '  Your 
tears,'  said  the  partridge,  '  will  not  save  me,  if 
you  know  of  no  other  means/ — '  What  means 
should  we  then  possess  for  saving  you,*  replied 
the  tortoise :  '  we  would  cheerfully  sacrifice  our 
lives  for  you,  but  how  are  we  to  defend  you 
against  men  V — *  I  see  my  folly,*  said  the  par- 
tridge, '  now  that  it  is  too  late ;  I  am  more  in 
CoLult  than  you.     I  have  broi]^t  ruin  upon 
myself  by  listening  to  your  counsels,  and  suf * 
fering  myself  to  be  so  £ar  hurried  away  by  my 
weakness  for  you,  as  to  strip  myself  of  my 
only  means  of  defence. 

'*  Just   so  have   you,  worthless  women. 
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**  My  dear  child,"  said  he  to  the  son  ci" 
Shimas.  "  thou  hast  eood  cause  to  censure 
the  cruelties  of  the  king.  But  art  thou  ac- 
quainted with  any  means  likely  to  extricate 
him  from  the  critical  situation  in  which  he 
is  placed  ?" — "  Yes,"  said  the  boy,  "  if  the 
king  would  consult  me,  I  would  give  him 
some  good  advice.  It  is  true  there  is  no 
time  to  he  lost,  and  if  he  will  but  renounce 
women,  I  am  convinced  that  I  can  save 
im. 

The  kine,  astonished  at  the  confident  tone 
of  the  boy,  conceived  some  hope,  and  after 
inquiring  where  he  lived,  returned  to  the 
palace  in  much  better  spirits  than  he  had  left 
it.  He  supped  aloue,  staid  away  from  his 
women,  commended  himself  to  God  and  went 
to  bed. 

Next  day  he  sent  in  quest  of  the  son  of 
Shimas.  He  wais  brought,  and  the  king  asked 
him  if  he  knew  with  whom  he  had  spoken  the 
preceding  night.  The  boy  recognized  him, 
and  the  king  made  him  take  a  seat  and  eat 
with  him.  They  then  began  to  converse  to- 
gether all  alone.     "  Wherein  then,"  asked  the 
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king,   "  consist  the  means  thou  pretendest  to 
possess*  of  dispelling  the  storm  with  which  I 
am  threatened  by  the  king,  my  neighbour  ?    If 
thou  wilt  point  out  these  means  to  me,  thou 
shalt  be  my  vizier,  the  first  that  speaks  and  is 
heard  in  my  councils  of  state." — "  Of  what 
use  is  it/'  answered  the  boy,  to  give  you  ad- 
vice,  you,  who  listen  only  to  the  counsels  of 
women ;   you,  who  have  sacrificed  to  them 
Shimas,  my  father,  and  your  other  viziers?" — 
"  Was  then  Shimas,  the  grand-vizier,  really 
your  father?"  said  the  king,  ashamed  and  con- 
founded;   and  when  the  boy  replied  in  the 
affirmative,  he  begged  his  pardon  for  it.     "  It 
was  from  ignorance,"  said  he,  "  that  I  com- 
mitted this  crime.     But,  if  you  will  extricate 
me  from  my  present  dilemma,  I  will  confer  on 
you  your  father's  post,  I  will  hang  a  gold  chain 
about  your  neck,  I  will  give  you  a  stately  horse 
to  ride,  and  publicly  acknowledge  you  my  grand- 
vizier,  the  first  in  the  state  next  to  myself,  and 
my  deliverer.     Only  say  no  more  to  me  about 
the  women.     I  abandon  them  to  your  ven- 
geance, if  you  please.     Make  me  but  easy 
respecting  the  fate  of  my  country-"—^'  Give 
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me,"  said  the  boy,  "  your  solemn  promise." — 
The  king  gave  it  him,  and  confirmed  it  by  the 
most  sacred  oath.  The  young  minister  there- 
upon entered  into  a  detail  of  his  plan.  "When," 
said  he,  "the  ambassador  of  the  king,  your 
neighbour,  comes  to  demand  your  answer, 
put  him  oflf  upon  various  pretexts  from  day 
to  day,  and  always  dismiss  him  in  an  un- 
gracious manner.  He  will  not  fail  to  com- 
plain loudly  of  it  in  the  city,  and  to  declaim 
a^nst  your  treatment  of  him.  Then  send 
for  him ;  tell  him  that  he  risks  his  head  if  he 
attempts  to  excite  discontent  among  the  peo- 
ple, and  that  if  you  have  not  returned  an 
answer  to  the  letter  which  he  brought,  it  is 
not  because  you  are  at  a  loss  what  to  reply, 
but  that  owing  to  the  pressure  of  business  you 
have  no  leisure  to  answer  it.  Then  ask  for 
the  letter  again,  read  it  once  more,  laugh  very 
loud,  and  say :  I  have  no  answer  to  give  but 
this :  Your  king  is  a  fool  to  expose  himself 
wantonly  to  my  vengeance,  and  to  provoke 
me  to  overrun  his  country  with  my  aitnies. 
Who  will  presume  to  find  fault  with  us,  if  we 
lay  waste  his  dominioas  and  buri  him  ^m 
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the  throne  ?     He  will  have  deserved  his  fate 

for  having  given  so  inconsiderate  a  challenge. 

Your  king  must  be  totally  destitute  of  wise 

and  discreet  counsellors,  to  send  hither  such 

an  ass  as  you  on  a  business  that  is  too  frivolous 

to  be  submitted  to  my  council  of  state.     I 

will  employ  the  first  school-boy  that  is  to  be 

found  to  write  him  an  answer  .-»-Send  for  me, 

read  the  letter  to  me,  and  order  me  to  answer 

it  in  your  name." 

By  this  advice  an  oppressive  weight  was  re- 

moved  from  the  heart  ci  the  king.     He  fed- 

lowed  it  punctually  in  his  treatment  of  the 

ambassador,  till  the  moment  when  he  ordered 

the  boy  to  be  called.     "  Make  haste,"  said  h^ 

to  him,  "  and  answer  this  note  for  me  ;"  and 

with  these  words  he  threw  biAi  the  letter.--^ 

"  I  understand  yoUi"  replied  the  boy,  ''and 

your  commands  shall  be  obeyed."    He  there* 

upon  todc  out  paper,  pen  and  ilik,  and  wrote 

the  following  answer : — 

"In  the  name  of  God,  the  gradoud  and 
mercifid,  greeting!  Be  it  kno^Mu  to  you,  O 
king,  rich  in  titles,  but  destittrte  of  brahis, 
diat  wehai^  reouved  your  latter^  whi^  tfords 
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the  strongest  evidence  of  your  prodigious  st  j- 
pidity.     Were  we  not  governed  by  considera- 
tion  for  the  interests   of    humanity   and  the 
principles  of  the  law   of  nations,  we  should 
long  since  have  caused  your  ambassador  to  be 
hanged.     As  to  the  execution  of  my  xizier?,  I 
admit  it,  and  I  had  right  on  my  side  ;  and 
with  regard  to  the  sages  who  were  put  to  death, 
I  have  a  hundred  thousand  more   to  supply 
their  places.     The  very  boys  in  my  country 
are  prodigies  of  wisdom  and  knowledge.     One 
of  mv   soldiers,  whose   number  is  legion,   i> 
sufficient  to  put  to  flight  one  of  your  squad- 
rons.    My  treasures  are  inexhaustible.     Gold 
is  as  common  in  my  mines  as  stone.     The  in  - 
habitants  of  my  dominions  are  in  a  state  of  tlic 
highest  prosperity.     You  suppose  that  in  re- 
quiring me  to  build  a  palace  in  the  middle  ol 
the  sea,  you  have  required  an  impossibility. 
Know,  however,  that  I  can  build  you  one  in 
spite  of  the  fury  of  winds  and  waves.     Come, 
fulfil  your  menaces,  if  you  are  in  such  a  hurry 
to  receive  your  chastisement  from  my  hand. 
You  have  sinned  against  God,  and  you  shall 
be  punished  for  it.     It  is  your  duty  to  send 
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me  tribute  immediately,  or  I  will  fetch  it  at 
the  head  of  a  million  of  men.  I  allow  you, 
however,  the  space  of  three  years  instead 
of  three  days,  which  in  your  ignorance  you 
thought  fit  to  gra^t  me.  I  will  spare  your 
people,  who  have  not  offended  me,  and  you 
alone  shall  bear  the  punishment  of  your  ex- 
travagant follies.  Greeting!" 

When  the  young  letter-writer  had  finished 
this  epistle,  he  drew  from  his  pocket  pencil 
and  colours;  and  upon  the  vacant  space  left 
on  the  letter,  he  painted  his  own  portrait,  and 
wrote  by  it  the  following  note  in  the  margin  : 
"  This  is  the  portrait  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
who,  by  my  direction,  has  written  this  answer. 
He  is,  as  you  see,  but  a  little  school-boy.  You 
may  hence  infer  what  my  viziers  must  be." 

The  envoy  kissed  the  ground  and  withdrew, 
rejoicing  that  he  was  permitted  to  return  home 
with  a  whole  skin.  He  described  circumstan- 
tiaUy  to  his  lord  and  master  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  been  treated,  and  related  how 
Wird  Khan  had  employed  a  little  school-boy 
to  write  the  answer.  The  king  was  confounded 
by  this  intelligence ;  he  opened  the  letter,  and 
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\VA:>  well  nigh  distracted,  when  he  saw  from  the 
marginal  note  that  the  writer  of  this  letter  va^ 
reiilly  a  mere  boy.  He  summoned  forth wim 
his  ministers  and  counsellors,  and  read  to 
them  this  answer.  They  were  petrified  with 
astonishment  and  terror.  Badi  ul  Jemal  was 
most  humbly  of  opinion,  that  his  master 
ought  to  endeavour  to  appease  the  anger  of 
Wird  Khan  by  a  discreet  and  temperate  reply. 
"  Write  to  him  then,"  said  the  king,  "  and 
assure  him  that  you  wTOte  the  first  letter  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  his  wdsdom  to  the 
test,  and  convincing  yourself  that  all  that  re- 
port has  circulated  on  this  subject  is  positive 
truth,  and  that  you  daily  pray  for  the  increas- 
ing prosperity  of  his  country  and  people." — 
"It  is  quite  astonishing,  though !"  exclaimed 
the  king/'  How  is  it  that  after  dispatching 
viziers  and  ulemas  one  may  nevertheless  be 
stronger  and  more  powerful  than  ever?  I  can- 
not fathom  these  people ;  they  have  cut  off  the 
wisest  heads  they  possessed,  and  the  very  boys 
at  school  come  forward  and  are  capable  of 
filling  their  places !  It  wotild  be  all  over  with 
me  and  my  kingdom,  if  my  grand- vizier  did 
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not  assist  me  to  avert  the  stonn." — ^Accord- 
ingly  it  was  this  sage  vizier  who  wrote  the 
foUo^^mig  letter  in  the  name  of  the  king: — 
'^  Great  and  mighty  king,  our  most  honoured 
neighbour  and  brother,  Wird  Khan.   We  have 
received  your  answer  and  perfectly  comprehend 
its  meaning.  We  implore  Heaven  to  strengthen 
more  and  more  from  day  to  day  the  pillars  of 
your  dominion,  and  to  cause  you  to  triumph 
over  your  enemies  and  over  all  those  who  wish 
you  ill. 

"  Your  late  fiather  was  my  intimate  friend, 
and  we  always  lived  tc^ether  in  perfect  har- 
mony and  concord;  and  since  my  accession  to 
the  throne  there  is  nothii^  that  I  have  desired 
more  sincerely  than  to  live  with  you  on  the 
same  footing. 

"  When  we  heard  that  you  had  purged  your 
bouse  of  your  viziers  and  ulemas,  we  felt  indeed 
some  anxiety  for  your  welfare,  and  were  afraid 
lest  the  evil  shoxild  spread  and  obtain  firm  foot- 
ing in  our  dominions.  We  acted  therefore 
with  that  tender  concern  which  we  have  for 
your  interests.^  But  since  we  have  seen  the 
wisdom,  of  your.aaswerr  which  is  indited  by  a 
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child,  our  anxiety  is  dispelled,  and  we  are  no 
longer  uneasy  respecting  the  fate  of  your  king- 
dom.    Greeting ! " 

This  letter,  accompanied  with  valuable  pre- 
sents, was  sent  under  an  escort  of  one  hundred 
h(^rse.     The  Khan  of  Roses  was  beside  him- 
self for  joy.  when  he  received  this  message. 
He  sent  for  the  son  of  Shimas,  and  ordered 
hiui  to  read  him  the  letter.     He  spoke  to  the 
leader  of  the  hundred  horsemen  in  a  tone  full 
of  dignity,  and  when  he  launched  out  into  all 
sorts  of  reproaches  of  the  king  his  master,  the 
envoy  made  the  most  humble  excuses  in  the 
name  of  his  majesty.      Wird  Khan  ordered 
the  son  of  Shimas  to  write  a  friendly  answer. 
and   when  it    was   finished,    every    one   was 
astonished  at  the  elegance  of  style  which  per- 
vaded it.   The  leader  of  the  hundred  horsemen 
in  particular  could  not  recover  from  his  amaze- 
ment ;  he  thanked  Heaven  that  his  master  had 
made  his  peace  by  a  letter  full  of  excuses,  and 
returned  home  loaded  with  rich  presents. 

From  this  moment  a  good  understanding 
between  the  two  countries  was  perfectly  re- 
stored.   Wird  Khan,  on  his  part,  changed  his 
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course  of  life,  and  gave  proofs  of  sincere  re- 
pentance, wholly  renouncing  women,  and  de- 
voting himself  exclusively  to  the  concerns  of 
his  people.  The  son  of  Shimas  was  proclaimed 
grand-vizier,  and  the  city  was  illuminated  for 
seven  successive  nights. 

••  How  must  we  proceed,"  said  Wird  Khan 
to  his  young  vizier ;  "  how  must  we  proceed, 
in  order  to  make  amends  for  all  the  injuries 
that  I  have  done  to  my  subjects?"     "  We 
must  tear  up  the  evil  by  the  roots,"  answered 
the  young  vizier,  "  otherwise  the  next  scandal 
will  be  worse  than  the  last."     "  But  what  do 
you  mean  by  the  roots  of  the  evil?  "  asked  the 
king. — "  Women,"  replied  the  vizier  ;  "  it  is 
they  who  turn  the  best  heads,  who  hurry  the 
wisest  men  into  wickedness,  and  entangle  them 
in   follies.      Keep  them  aloof,   reject  their 
counsels,  and  strive  to  erase  the  profound  im- 
pression which  they  have  made  upon  you. 
Consider  that  God,  when  speaking  with  Moses 
on  the  choice  of  a  king,  says : '  When  you  give 
a  king  to  your  brethren,  let  him  not  be  sur- 
rounded by  women,  who  would  corrupt  his 
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mind  and  heart.'     Remember  the  example  oi 
Solomon,  who  was  the  wisest  of  kings,  and 
whom  God  had  endued  ^ith  more  understand- 
ing than  any  other  mortal.     And  yet  he  «ia» 
corrupted  by  women ;  and  if  they  succeeded  in 
subjecting  Solomon,  what  king,  who  delivers 
himself  into  their  hands,  can  avoid  becoming 
their  slave  ?  "     "  I  have  already  banished  them 
from  my  heart,"  said  Wird  Khan.   "  but  thai 
is  not  sufficient ;  the  author  of  all  this  mischief 
must  still  receive  her  just  punishment.     It  was 
women  who  instigated  me  to  put  an  end  to 
your  father's  life.     Alas !  alas !  would  that  I 
could  recal  him  to  life  ! "    "  Pardon  my  frank- 
ness,  sire,"  rejoined  the  young  vizier,  *'  the 
fault  does  not  lie  exclusively  in  the  women- 
women  are  a  commodity  that  brings  misery  on 
the  purchaser.    The  fault  therefore  lies  in  those 
who  cannot  dispense  with  this  commoditv. — 
My  father  had  previously  warned  you  against 
them ;  beware  of  a  relapse,"     "  I  acknowledge 
my  fault,"  said  the  Khan  of  Roses.     ••  You 
have  no  other  master  than  God,"  proceede«i 
the  little  grand- vizier  ;     "  make    not    then 
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^women  so ;  and  bear  in  mind  that  our  will  is 
free,  and  that  ve  are  ourselves  to  blame  for  all 
the  evil  we  do." 

"  You  are  right/'  aaid  the  king ;  "  I  have 
done  -wrong  from  ignorance.     How  must  I 
conduct  myself  in  future  ?  "     "  Throw  off  the 
mantle  of  ignorance/'  answered  the  vizier, 
'*wad  put  on  the  garment  of  righteousness; 
control  your  passions,  and  devote  your  atten- 
tion to  public  aflbirs,  and  you  will  thereby  gain 
the  love,  of  your  subjects  and  the  favour  of 
God."    "Your  words  move  me/*  said  the 
king,"  and  I  feel  the  full  force  and  profound 
wisdom  of  your  counsels.    You  are  still  young, 
but  I  perceive  that  you  have  read  old  books. 
You  have  brought  me  back  from  my  errors 
into  the  right  path/'    "  It  is  my  duty  to  speak 
thus  to  you/'  replied  the  youthful  grand-vizier ; 
"  at  the  same  time  I  am  ready  to  sacrifice  my 
Vie  for  you  and  to  prefer  incessant  prayers  for 
you  to  Heaven,  that  Crod  may  bestow  on  you  a 
long  life  and  a  prosperous  reign." 

"  Henceforward,"  said  the  king,  closing  the 
conversation,  "  henceforward  you  shall  be  my 
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brother  and  my  son,  in  whom  I  repose  all  my 
confidence  " 

The  king  thereupon  summoned  a  meeting  of 
all  the  governors  of  provinces  and  grandees  of 
the    court,  from   among  whom   he   selected 
seven  Niziers,  agreeably  to  the  ad\ice  of  the 
son  of  Shimas.     "  You  shall  be  my  ministers/* 
said  Wird  Khan  to  them,  "  but  ye  are  subor- 
dinate to  the  son  of  Shimas,  who  is  my  prime 
minister."     He  then  caused  the  viziers  to  sit 
down  upon  seats,  according  to  the  etiquette 
appointed  for  viziers,  and  to  be  invested  with 
robes  of  honour.     Thev  first  turned  their  at- 

w 

tention  to  the  organization  of  the  armv,  and 
filled  the  places  of  those  who  had  been  be- 
headed with  able  officers.  They  provided  for 
the  most  urgent  wants  of  the  people,  and  soon 
restored  things  to  their  former  order.  "  Now," 
siiid  the  king  to  Shimas  and  the  other  viziers, 
"  now  I  have  nothing  more  to  do,  than  to 
take  my  precautions  against  the  women  who 
were  the  cause  of  all  these  evUs.  What  kind 
of  death  shall  I  decree  them  ?"  The  viziers 
declared  that  they  should  agree  with  the  young 
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grand-vizier,  and  he  gave  it  as  his  most  hum- 
ble opinion,  that  they  ought  to  be  conveyed  to 
the  catacombs,  in   which  the  bodies  of  the 
munlered  viziers  and  ulemas  had  been  depo- 
sited,   and  there  left   to  perish  of   hunger. 
Wird  Khan  adopted  this  counsel ;  the  women 
were  buried  alive  in  these  graves  fraught  with 
the  effluvia  of  corruption ;  and  this  veritable 
history  was  circulated  throughout  the  whole 
world,  to  serve  as  a  lesson  and  a  warning  to 
the  kings  who  suffer  themselves  to  be  governed 
by  women,  and  to  the  women  who  seek  to 
gov€m  kings. 
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AND 


THE  QUEEN  OF  THE  SERPENTS. 


J  A  M  A  S  p. 


Alio 


THE  QUEEN  OF  THE  SERPENTS. 


CTbe  Mkfirlng  Tale,  wild  and  QnoMiMCted  ai  it  may  appear,  hai 

tbooght  worthy  of  being  given  to  (he  Bngliih  reader}  as  it  pre- 

wemMM  a  e«rlo«a  medley  of  Indian,  Fenian,  and  Arabian  fiction.  Many 

of  the  legendary  tales  of  the  Mnhammadans,  it  will  be  seen,  are  of 

lifeilno  original :  an  instanee  of  this  may  be  observed  in  the  way  In 

wlilch  the  world  b  snpposod  to  be  supported :  an  idea  evidently  Indian, 

bat  which  has  been  adopted  by  the  Mabammadan  mythologlsts,  though 

■ot  by  the  orthodox  doetors  of  the  law,  and  which  may  be  found  ae- 

cotiMogly,  In  that  eorioai  and  authentic  woric,   "  Mahometism  ex- 

flalaed**'  vol.  1.  p.  IW. 

The  ring  of  Solomon,  which  makes  so  prominent  an  otdeet  In  this 
Tale*  is  deseilbed  in  the  books  Just  referred  to,  as  having,  engraven 
upon  It,  triangular  wise.  In  Hebrew  characters,  these  words : — Al 
hnmdnlillaht  Allahuakbar.  Praise  be  to  God.  God  is  most  great. 
The  liberty  has  been  taken  of  transposing  the  long  episode  of  Jahan. 
shah.  As  It  has  no  ooaaexion  whatever  with  the  story  of  Jamaap, 
which  It  carried  toa  most  tedloas  length }  It  has  been  sepuatedfhmi  ft, 
and  will  be  foand  vuder  its  proper  title.  Immediately  following.} 

There  vas  in  ancient  times  a  Grecian  sage, 
much  celebrated  for  the  multitude  of  his  dis- 
ciples. His  name  was  Daniel,  and  all  the  other 
philosophers  of  Greece  had  been  bred  in  his 
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school.     He  was  about  to  become  a  father 
when,  just  before  the  delivery  of  his  wife,    he 
was  seized  with  a  violent  cholic,  and  felt  that 
his  last  hour  was  at  hand.     He  now  cast  all 
his  books  into  the  sea,   preserving  only  live 
leaves,  which  he  filled  with  smaU  writing,  and 
which  contained  the  quintessence  of  the  wisdom 
of  five  hundred  volumes.     He  locked  up  these 
five  leaves  in  a  casket  of  cedar -wood,  s^i^'i^s 
the  key  to  his  wife.    "  I  feel,"  said  he,  "  that 
the  moment  approaches  in  which  I  must  leave 
this  perishable  world.       After  my  death  you 
will  bear  a  son,  whom  you  must  name  Ja- 
masp  Kerimuddin  (Jamasp,  the  magnanimous 
in  fiiith).     Educate  him  carefully;  and  when 
he  asks,  what  his  father  hath  left,  rive  him 
these  five  leaves,  whence  he  will  draw  such 
wisdom,   as  will  make   him  an  eagle  among 
the  sages  of  his  time."     After  these  words  he 
uttered  a  loud  cry,  and  gave  up  the  ghost.     Hi*? 
wife,  relations  and  disciples,  lamented  the  loss 
of  him,  gave  him  a  splendid  fiineral,  and  clad 
themselves  in  mourning.     A  few  days  after- 
wards his  wife  bore  a  son,  whom,  as  the  de- 
ceased had  commanded,    she  named  Jamasp 
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Kerimnddin,  and  sent  for  the  astrologers  to 
cast  the  horoscope  of  the  chUd.  Having  ex- 
amined the  aspect  of  the  stars,  they  announced 
that  he  would  have  long  life ;  but  that  in  the 
flower  of  his  days  he  would  be  exposed  to 
great  dangers,  from  which  he  could  be  pre- 
served by  the  study  of  wisdom  alone. 

The  mother  had  naturally  nothing  so  much 
at  heart  as  to  inspire  him  with  that  betimes. 
As  soon  as  he  was  five  years  old,  she  sent  him 
to  school ,  but  he  learned  nothing.     She  took 
hhn  from  thence,  that  he  might  be  taught  a 
trade,  but  there  also  he  learned  nothing.    She 
WBB  in  despair  at  this.    Her  female  neighbours 
advised  her  to  give  him  a  wife,  saying   he 
would  then  acquire  wit  and  address.     She  did 
so ;  but  this  proved  fioiitless  also,  for  he  re- 
mained just  as  dull  as  ever,  except  when  ca- 
ressing his  bride. 

One  day  some  neighbours,  who  were  dealers 
in  wood,  said  to  his  mother :  "  Buy  your  son 
an  ass,  and  a  pack-saddle,  and  let  him  go  with 
us  to  cut  wood ;  we  will  share  our  profits,  and 
he  wiQ  then  at  least  be  earning  his  bread. 
She  was  delighted  with  the  proposal,  bought 
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him  an  ass  and  a  pack-saddle,    and    recom- 
mended him  most  earnestly  to  their  kind  care. 
With    these   men   he   went   then     to    the 
neighbouring    mountains,    where,     by  felling 
wood,  and  on  his  return  selling  it  in  the  town, 
he  contrived  to  maintain  his    family.       One 
day,  however,  a  violent  storm  compelled  the 
wood-cutters  to   take  refuge  in  an  adjoining 
cave,  where,  having  kindled  a  fire,  they  all  sat 
around  it,  except  Jamasp,  who  had  retired  to 
a  farther   corner.     While   sitting  there   and 
striking  the  ground  listlessly,  he  remarked  that 
it  gave  a  hollow  sound ;  this  prompted  him  to 
dig  it  up  a  little,  and  at  a  small  depth  he  un- 
covered a  round  lid  with  a  ring ;  much  pleased 
with  this  discovery,  he  made  it  immediately 
known  to  his  companions,  who,  equally  de- 
lighted,  hastened  to  the  spot,  and  lifting  up 
the  lid,  found  a  pit,  filled,  not  with  gold  and 
silver,    indeed,    as   they   expected,    but   with 
honey.     This  was  a  lucky  adventure  for  them 
still,  as  the  pit  was  deep,  and  honey  at  the 
time  was  dear.     They  proposed,  therefore,  to 
go  in  separate  parties  to  the  town  to  sell  it ; 
while   Jamasp  should    remain  to   watch    the 
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place ;  they  had  already  carried  off  several 
loads,  and  the  pit  was  getting  empty«  when 
one  of  the  wood-cutters  said  to  his  com- 
panions :  "  Jamasp  will  not  foil  to  daim  his 
part  of  the  gain«  especially  as  he  was  the  one 
who  found  it ;  ^the  best  way  to  get  rid  of  him 
would  be  to  leave  him  in  the  pit  itself."  This 
plan  was  accordingly  agreed  upon;  and  on 
their  return  they  prevailed  upon  Jamasp  to  go 
down  into  the  pit  to  gather  what  honey  was 
yet  remaining  in  it. 

Jamasp  was  let  down ;  but  when  he  called 
aloud  to  be  drawn  up  again,  all  was  silent. 
He  now  began  to  weep,  and  commend  himself 
to  Heaven,  saying,  "  There  is  no  help  or 
strength  but  from  Almighty  God !" 

In  the  mean  time  the  wood-cutters  pro- 
ceeded to  the  house  of  his  mother,  weeping 
and  lamenting  the  loss  of  him.  "  Alas !  ex- 
claimed she,  "  what  evil  tidings  do  you  bring  ?" 
"  Your  son's  ass,"  said  they,  "  ran  away,  and 
he  having  gone  in  pursuit  of  it,  a  tiger  flew 
upon  and  destroyed  them  both.  At  this  sad 
news  she  tore  her  hair,  beat  her  face,  and  cast 
ashes  on  her  head ;  while  they,  leaving  her  to 
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her  .sorrows,  be^an  with  the  monev  which  the 
contents  of  the  pit  had  produced  to  purchase 
<hops,  set  up  as  merchants,  and  live  in  al.iund- 
ance. 

J  am  asp  was  sunk  in  despair,  when  a  scor- 
pion fell  suddenly  upon  his  hand  ;  he  killed  it. 
and  then  l>egan  to  wonder  how  it  could  ha\-e 
cot  into  the  pit,  which  till  so  lately  had  been 
full  of  honey.    He  got  up  to  examine  the  place 
whence  the  scorpion  had  come,  and  soon  found 
a  -^mall  hole,  through  which  fell  a  ray  of  lisrht : 
he  enlarged  the   aperture   'v^ith  a  knife,   and 
having  crept  through,  found  himself  in  a  long 
gallery,  from  the  farthest  end  of  which  the  light 
proceeded.     He  went  forward,  and  carae  at 
length  to  a  e:ate  of  steel,  with  a  silver  lock  and 
key  of  gold,  pushing  which  quite  open,    and 
still  soins:  onward,  he  found  himself  at  length 
on  the  banks  of  a  lake.     Near  this  lake  he  be- 
held a  mountain  of   precious  stones,  on   the 
summit  of  which  was  a  golden  throne,  spark- 
ling with  diamonds,  around  which  stood  innu- 
merable seats  of  gold,  bronze,  crystal,   ivory 
and  ebonv. 

Having   surveyed    with    astonishment    the 
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wonders  about  him,  Jamasp  seated  himself  on 
the  throne,  and,  overcome  with  &tigae,  after 
some  time  fell  into  a  profoimd  sleep.      He 
had  remained  a  considerable  while  in-  this  si- 
tuation«    -when  he  was  suddenly  awoke  by  a 
violent  liissing.    He  opened  his  eyes;  but  what 
was  his  liorror  to  see  all  the  seats  occupied  by 
serpents,  every  one  of  which  was  a  hundred 
yards  in  length.     One  now  drew  near  him  of 
inimense  size,  bearing  on  its  back  a  golden 
dish«    in  which  lay  another  of   resplendent 
heauty,    with  the  face  of  a  delicate  female. 
"  Fear  not  these  serpents/'  said  she,  address- 
ing Jamasp  in  the  Greek  tongue,  "  since  I  am 
their  queen."     These  words  revived  him  a 
little,  and  he  was  yet  more  encouraged,  when, 
by  her  command,  they  set  before  him  grapes, 
pomegranates,  pistachios,  and  bananas.  "  You 
are  welcome,  young  man,"  said  the  queen,  "  eat 
without  fear."    After  Jamasp  had  taken  some, 
she  requested  him  to  relate  his  history,  which 
he  did  minutely,  while  she  listened  with  great 
attention ;    and  when  he  had  ended,   said  : 
"  You  must  remain  with  me  awhile,  and  shall 
in  return  hear  my  story,  which  you  will  find 
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somewhat  remarkable.  Jamasp  expressing  his 
eagerness  for  the  recital,  after  a  short  pause 
the  serpent -queen  proceeded  thus  : — 

"  There  was  in  former  times  a  powerful  and 
pious  king  of  EgN-pt,    who  had  a  son    called 
Belukia.     At  the  hour  of   his  death,   ha^^ng 
summoned  the  great  lords   of   the    kingdom 
about  him,    and   made  a  beautiful   speech  to 
them  upon  the  vanities  of  the  world,  he  gave  a 
deep    sigh   and  expired.      After  his  funeral, 
and  homage  having  been  paid  to  his  son  and 
successor  Belukia,  one  of  the  first  concerns  of 
the  new  monarch  was  the  examination  of  his 
father's  treasury.     He  went  through  the  dif- 
ferent apartments,   and  came  at  length  to  a 
small  cabinet,  w^here  he  found  an  ebony  casket, 
standing  upon  a  pillar  of  marble.     He  opened 
the  casket,  in  which  was  another  of  gold,  con- 
taining a  book,  filled  with  the  praises  of  Mu- 
hammad, before  whose  coming  on  earth  some 
centuries  were  yet  to  elapse.      Belukia   read 
this  book  with  great  attention,  and  from  that 
moment  conceived  an  unspeakable  aflFection  for 
that  dinne  prophet.     He  called  together  the 
sages  of  the  empire,  and  communicated  to 
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tbem   tlie  contents  of  this   precious   manu- 
script.    "Ye  sources  of  wisdom,  and  mines  of 
inteUigexice/'  said  he  to  them»   "  go,  d^  up 
the    bones  of  my   father— burn  them,    and 
scatter    their  ashes  to   the   winds." — "  And 
^hy    should  we  do  so,  great  king  ?"— "  Be- 
cause    he   kept  concealed    this    inestimable 
YK>ok,  in  which    all    the  wisdom   of   Abra- 
ham      and     Moses    is    contained. "       The 
sages    praised   his    zeal,    but    begged    him 
not    to  disturb   the   ashes  of  his   father. — 
He    betook    himself   to   his    mother  :     "  I 
have  discovered,'^  said  he,    "  a  book  which 
has  been  written  to  the  glory  of  Muhammad 
the    prophet;    since  I  have  read   it,   I   feel 
for  him  so   ardent   an    attachment,   that   I 
stbali  die,   if  I  see  him  not."     His  mother, 
who    thought  that   the   mind    of   her   son 
was  deraoged,  w^t  bitterly.       "  What  will 
be  my  fate,"  said  she*  "  if  you  abandon  me  ?" 
— *'  I  know  not,''  returned  Belukia,    "  but 
here  I  cannot  remain,  I  must  seek  Muham- 
mad."   He  then,  without  conununicating  his 
intention  to  any  one*  betook  himself  to  the 
desarts,  and  travelled  onward  till  he  reached 
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tiie  sea  shore,  where,  finding  a  vessel  on  the 
point  of  sailing,  he  went  on  board,  and  landed 
after  a  Ions  vova^e  in  an  unknown  island. 
Here  sleep  fell  upon  him  ;  and  when,  on  his 
awaking,  he  wished  to  return  to  his  ship, 
he  found  it  full  of  serpents  of  all  sizes,  whose 
ciiief  einplo)Tnent  was  to  sing  the  praises  of  God 
and  his  prophet.  Scarcely  had  these  serpents 
e^^pied  Belukia,  when  they  asked  him  who  he 
was,  and  why  he  came  thither  ;  he  told  them 
of  his  wi<h  to  find  Muhammad,  and  having  in- 
quired who  they  were,  "  We  are,"  they  said, 
"  inhabitants  of  hell,  and  God  has  created  us, 
expressly  for  the  punishment  of  infidels. 
You  must  know,'*  continued  they,  "  that 
hell,  that  vast  animal,  breathes  but  twice  in 
the  year — once  in  winter  and  once  in  sum- 
mer ;  and  hence  comes  the  piercing  cold 
and  excessive  heat ;  at  these  opportunities, 
we  come  hither  to  enjoy,  2is  you  see,  the 
freshness  of  the  air.** — •*  Whence  then,"  re- 
joined Belukia,  "  know  you  Muhammad,  whose 
praise  you  sing?" — "Because  his  name  is 
written  on  the  gatea  of  hell,  and  all  th^t 
exists    was  created  for    bis    sake."      These 
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vrords  inflamed  yet  more  the  desire  of  Belukia 
to  knoiKT   the  prophet;    and  having  gone  on 
board   another  ship,  which  was  lying  at  an- 
chor«   he  proceeded  to  a  second  island,  where, 
among  a  great  number  of  serpents,  he  ob- 
served one,  shining  like  crystal,  and  reposing  on 
a  golden  charger.    This,  Jamasp,  was  myself : 
he  related  to  me  all  his  adventures,  and  his 
love  for  Muhammad.     "  But,  as  I  have  al- 
ways observed,"  said  the  seipent-queen,  in- 
terropting  her  story,  "  that  a  tale  of  one^s-self 
is  related  better  in  the  third  person,  permit  me 
to  tell  mine  so.     Belukia,  leaving  the  serpent- 
queen,  repaired  again  on  board  ship,  and  sailed 
for  Jerusalem.     There  lived  at  that  time  a 
doctor  of  profound  leamii^,  deeply  skilled  in 
astronomy,   geometry,   and  both   white   and 
black  magic  :   his  name  was  Ofian.     By  his 
incessant  reading  he  had  found*  that  the  pos- 
session of  Solomon's  ring  gave  dominion  over 
genii,  birds  and  beasts.     In  his  books  he  had 
^scovered,  too,  that  Solomon,  with  his  ring 
on  his  finger,  lay  buried  in  an  island  of  the 
Seven  Seas,   inaccessible  to  genii,   men,   or 
beasts ;  that  there  was  but  one  plant  in  the 
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world  which  would  afford  him.  who  was  for- 
tunate enough  to  find  this  island,  the  meaxss 
of  approaching  it ;  smce,  by  rubbing  his  feet 
with  the  juice  of  it,  any  one  might  safely 
walk  on  the  surface  of  the  ocean,  and  thai 
none  but  the  serpent-queen  could  tell  where 
this  herb  was  to  be  found.  One  dav,  while 
Belukia  was  engaged  in  his  devotions  at  Je- 
rusalem, the  sage  Offiin,  observing  him  to  be 
a  stranger,  accosted  him  ;  and  on  entering  into 
conversation  with  him,  heard  all  his  adven- 
tures. These  gave  the  sage  great  surprise: 
'*  Lead  me,"  said  he,  "  to  the  serpent -queen, 
and  I  will  engage  to  shew  you  that  Mu- 
hammad whom  you  are  seeking,  iJthougb 
the  time  in  which  he  is  to  appear  is  far 
distant.  But  for  this  we  put  the  serpent - 
queen  into  a  cage,  and  carry  her  with  us,  till 
she  shews  us  an  herb,  which,  when  nibbed 
upon  our  feet,  will  give  us  the  power  of 
walking  on  the  sea.  When  we  have  that, 
we  will  set  her  at  liberty  again,  and,  passing 
over  the  Seven  Seas,  get  possession  of  the 
ring  of  Solomon,  by  the  help  of  which  we 
shall  be  able  to  penetrate  even  to  those  re 
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gions,  ^where  "we  shall  find  and  drink  6f  the 
fountain  of  life,    and  I  will  shew  you  Mu- 
hammad."   To  this  proposal  Belukia  readily 
consented;    and  Offiin,    having  provided  an 
iron   cage  and  two  vials  filled,  the  one  with 
milk,  the  other  with  wine,  they  set  out  for  the 
island,    where   Belukia  had  left  the  serpent- 
queen.     On  their  arrival  there,   Offiui  made 
the  cag8  ready,  placed  in  it  the  two  vials,  and 
then  retired  to  a  certain  distance.     The  queen 
of  the  serpents,  as  they  had  expected,  failed 
not  to  come  up  to  it,  and  as  serpents  are  fond 
of  milk,  had  no  sooner  smelt  it  than  she  en- 
tered the  cage,  and  drank  the  whole  vial  full ; 
afterwards  emptying  that  of  wine  also.      This 
cast  her  into  a  deep  sleep,  and  Offitn  locked  her 
in  the  cage.     On  her  awaking,  she  was  much 
surprised  to  find  herself  beii^  carried  in  a 
cage  on  a  man's  head,  and  Belukia  walking 
by  the  side  of  her.     "  Is  this,"  said  she,  "  the 
way  men  treat  those  who  have  never  injured 
Ihem  ?"    Belukia  consoled  her,  telling  her  that 
they  meant  not  to  injure  her,  and  that  she 
should  be  restored  to  liberty,  as  soon  as  she 
had  shewn  them  the  herb  they  were  in  search 
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of.  Thev  continued  thus,  till  thev  came  to  a 
mountain,  covered  with  all  sorts  of  plants,  in 
great  abundance.  Wonderful  it  was,  that  oc 
the  approach  of  the  serpent -queen,  the  plants, 
hothon  the  right  and  left  of  their  path,  began 
to  speak ;  each  one  celebrating  its  o'^ti  ^-irtues. 
At  lajit  thev  heard  one  sav  ;  '*  I  am  the  cele- 
brated  plant  which  gives  the  power  of  walking 
on  the  seas  to  him  who  rubs  his  feet  with  mv 
juice !  Otfan  3et  the  cage  upon  the  ground, 
cut  as  much  of  this  plant  as  he  wanted,  ex- 
pressed the  juice,  and  filled  a  vial  with  it. 
Thev  then  returned  to  the  island  of  the  ser- 
pent -queen,  opened  her  cage,  and  thanked 
her  for  her  sersices.  "  And  wherefore,  '*  said 
she.  "have  you  cut  this  plant?"  Offan 
answered,  "  they  were  going  to  seek  the  ring 
of  Solomon."  "You  are  madmen,"  said 
she,  "  know  you  not  that  the  pov.er  of  Solo- 
mon depended  upon  that  ring,  and  that  God 
has  expressly  said,  that  none  shall  have  the 
power  of  Solomon  ?  You  would  have  done 
better  to  have  sought  that  herb  which  gives 
health  and  eternal  youth  to  those  who  eat  of 
it ;  that  would  have  been  more  profitable  to 
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you,  tban  to  rab  your  feet  with  this  juice/  in 
order  to  ^wander  about  upon  the  sen."    These 
words  left  a  deep  sting  in  the  souk  of  Behzkia 
and  OflEaxi,  and  they  regretted  much  that  they 
had  *En>t    known  of  and  sought  the  herb  she 
spoke    of.     They  took  leave   of  the  queen,. 
how^ever,  who  herself  departed  to  join  her 
court.      "This/'  said  she,   "Jamasp,  is  the 
Vatest  adventure  that  has  happened  to  me." 
Jamasp  returned  her  his  thanks  for  her  en- 
deavours to  amuse  him  ;  but  assured  her  that 
the   most  important  favour  she  could  render 
him  would  be  to  provide  him  with  a  guide, 
who  could  conduct  him  home  again.     "  Most 
vnllingly  would  I  do  so/'  rejoined  the  queen, 
"  but  that  is  only  to  be  done  in  the  spring ;  the 
winter  you  must  spend  with  me.     We  are 
upon  the  mountain  of  K&f ;  I  will  shew  you 
its  situation  and  different  regions,  its  vegetables, 
animals,  spirits,   and  genii,  the  numbers  of 
which  are  known  to  God  alone."    This  reply 
was  an  unpleasant  one  to  Jamasp,  who  had 
hoped  to  see  his  wife  and  mother  soon  again. 
"  If  the  case  be  so,"  said  he,  "  you  will,  per- 
haps, continue  the  adventures  of  Ofian  and 
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Bolukia ;  they  will  pass  awav  the  time  at 
least.  *'  Ven'  wiUingly,  ''replied  the  queen,  and 
recommenced  her  storv  thus  :  — 

"  CMan  and  Belukia  ruhbed  their  feet  with 
the  juice,  and  then  went  out  upon  the  surface 
of  the  ocean,  jiazinc:  in  astonishment   at  the 
monsters  and  prodigies  beneath  them,  till  they 
came    at  length    to    the  Seventh   Sea,  where 
tbev  saw  a  loftv  mountain,  the  soil  of  which 
was   the  purest  musk,  and   the    rocks    were 
precious   stones.      Near    it  they    observed  a 
crotto,  whence  issued  a  mild  and   soft   li^ht. 
Thev  entered,   and  beheld  a  throne    of  ?old 
blazing   with    diamonds    and    other    precious 
stones ;    on  this  throne  Solomon  was  l\'in2:, 
clothed  in  a  green  mantle,  embroidered  with 
pearls  and  diamonds.  The  glitter  of  these  jewels 
was   nevertheless  obscured  by  tlie    splendour 
of  the  ring,  which  he  had  upon  the  little  finger 
of    his   right  hand.       Ofian  had  already  in- 
structed his  companion  in  the  necessary  form 
of   incantation  ;    they  both,   therefore,  com- 
menced the  undertaking ;    but   scarcely  had 
Offan  approached,  when  there  came  from  be- 
neath the  throne  a  huge  serpent,  which  cast 
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fortli    fire>  and  with  fearful  hissings^  said  to 
Offim  I   "  If  thou  dost  not  immediately  retire, 
tbou   art  lost."    Offim  still  persisted,  and  the 
serpent   repeated   the   same  warning.      Be- 
lukisL  drew  back  and  left  the  grotto,  but  Ofian, 
^^Mrho  persisted  in  his  presumptuous  undertak- 
ings    stretched  out  his  hand  to  the  ring  of 
Solomon.    At  the  same  moment  the  serpent 
darted  at  him,  and  in  an  instant  he  was  re- 
duced to  a  handful  of  ashes.      Belukia  cast 
himself  upon  the  ground,  and  the  serpent  was 
rushing  upon  him  also,  when  the  angel  Gabriel 
descended  and  saved  him.     After  Belukia  had 
recovered  himself,  and  had  told  Gabriel  his 
name,  birth-place,  whence  he  came,  and  whi- 
ther he  was  going,  "  Belukia,"  said  he,  "thou 
ovrest  thy  preservation  to  thy  love  for  Muham- 
mad ;  that  alone  prevented  thy  being  reduced 
to  ashes,  like  thy  feUow-traveller.     Now  be- 
gone ;  for  the  time  in  which  Muhammad  is  to 
api>ear  is  yet  far  distant."     When  Belukia 
heard  these  words  he  wept  bitterly,  remem- 
bered the  counsel  which  the  serpent-queen  had 
given  him,  and  lamented  the  loss  of  Offiaoi. 
Havii^  viewed  the  wonders  of  these  moun- 
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tA:a>,  isies  and  seas,  he  laid  himself  dova, 
Hid  fell  into  a  sound  sleep.  On  the  foUovias 
mcrr.ir;£  he  nibbed  his  feet  again  vith  the 
Hjs*-"e.  and  began  to  journey  back  over  the 
i-cu  d  plain  of  the  Seven  Seas,  Ob  his  miav 
he  met  with  so  beautiful  an  island,  that  be 
vh:u£tit  k  Paradise  itseh*.  The  soil  vas  oi 
>i^Tm.  the  rocks  of  rubies,  and  the  meadows 
enimelled  >*-i:h  flowers  of  the  greatest  beauty 
ind  most  exquisite  fragrance.  In  the  forests 
^ere  scattered  trees  of  odoriferous  wood,  and 
the  shore  was  covered  with  deUcious  plants. 
The  bnx«ks  mingled  their  soft  murmurs  with 
the  warbling  of  the  birds.  The  antelopes 
were  bourviing,  the  doves  cooing,  the  night- 
ingales warbling  their  loves,  and  the  roses 
attentively  Ustenir^.  All  nature  appeared  ani- 
mated and  enlivened  by  the  vivifying  foun- 
tain of  spring.  Belukia  had  not  seen  this 
island  when  journeying  with  Offiin,  and  it 
delighted  him  exceedingly.  He  walked  for 
some  time  beneath  the  shack  of  its  aromatic 
gro«^es»  and  at  night  ascended  a  tree  to  sleep. 
He  had  not  yet  closed  his  eyes,  and  was  gazing 
ea  aH  aroond  him.  which  filled  his  soul  with 
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• 

■VrHg^^j  ^ben  he  obgerved  a  beast  coming  forth 
froisa   tl^e  sea.     It  gave  a  piercing  cry,  \rith 
*wlu<^  tlia  iabiiid  shook  to  its  foundations ;  and 
fortlrwrith  a  great  nvmber  of  other  beasts  of 
various  cdours.  eaixie  to  the  land,  each  bearing 
m  its  mouth  a  sIcHie  which  ^ttered  like  the 
li^k^t  <rf  a  beacon.    Among  them  vece  tigers, 
lions  and  leopards.    After  having  passed  the 
ni^it  in  q>orting  about  the  island*  they  aU  in 
tbe  morning  went  back  to  the  sea.     Belukia, 
who  bed  been  in  no  small  fear  during  aU  this« 
resolved  as  soon  as  possible  to  leave  this  won- 
derful island*  where,  instead  of  the  society  of 
men,  he  could  only  expect  that  of  wild  beasts* 
ivith  diamonds  in  their  mouths,  who,  though 
v^ry  entertaining  to  each  other,  could  prove 
but  unpleasant  companions  for  him. 

He  therefore  proceed^  on  to  the  Second 
Sea,  vfhf^g  i^  fowd  a  tofty  mountain,  in  the 
centre  of  which  was  concealed  a  deep  valley ; 
the  stones  of  this  valley  were  all  magnets,  and 
nothing  was  to  be  seen  but  lions,  tigers  and 
hy»ias.  BeUikia  wandered  about  for  a  long 
time*  and  sat  down  towards  evening  beneath  a 
rock  upon  the  sea-sbote*  to  eat  some  fish 


"-    .1      I    *;-ir     i*!    rine   ::    5.11    iz-'and, 

•  -  "■-     :  ~    ~i  -:  c^i  i.  ^  L^'i       Tiis  ;>le  vras  full 
r  —      I  viL-:::  i*:^i-i   ::   lie  zre?.t  sdmira- 

:    :  ..    1^  .ji^_    r.c^r":-!  I'-n^.      Fc-r  trur- 

-  :  _  ^  1 1   ii;  "^^-T  ~   ifrt  li—jii:  on  them, 

1---^     .     H-^    J :♦:»!.    "le   r-'r'r<-i    bis    fert 

•  '  "^  .  I  ."^.''~*-_  !_'*£■-  i-ii  '^*  Cti*"  tor  *'^ 
'~    .-.:>..      li  II 11  LTTc*  1  .:r.j:  ii.v*5  jour- 

i*t  ^--r  "t^^i  Li   -i'.x.  '•1-11  "STis  nctbiix 
.    --  -i^:  1.:  -iir-zi^c  _:in:-5C:ie  r^rck.cDvert'd 

»  .-  ~  ^*.  '^':«  T  -^♦:i«  .1,  le  cc^^e^ved  onlv  a 
--  - :    ii  r-:c-i_t£-  TP_.:i  ::»:«  itay  all  de>ire 

--; : ,-. :  1:1  n-c-i-  Ii  lie  Ff:k  Sea  he  fcucd 
.  <r    .    2>.^c     :i  'Ki_:}i  the  rz.:"JLi: talcs  wene 

:^  <^  nr^^i  "•  i:':i  rltered \>ciiis  of  the 
i.:v:>:  r  "1  Tict  ^tr^  c:*ered  vi:h  loHr 
:«.i:  c^i^:'^.  ii'i  ZTi^l  rf  '»L:>i  ^35  aiso  of  pure 


♦ 


JAM  ASP.  105 

gold.      Towards  evenings  Belukia,  to  his  great 
astonishment,  remarked  that  the  earth  began 
to  sparkle  as  the  sky  grew  dark.     "  Ah  I"  said 
he,  ''  this  then  is  the  isle  of  gold  flowers,  which 
I  have  often  heard  described  as  apiece  of  the  sun, 
iNrhich  was  broken  off  and  fell  into  the  sea,  and 
yet  produces  gold  and  l%ht.   After  passing  here 
a  very  bright  night,  he  the  next  morning  en- 
tered the  Sixth  Sea.      He  there  saw  a  moun- 
tainous island  covered  with  forests,  some  of 
the  trees  of  which,  instead  of  iniit,  bore  human 
heads  hanging  by  the  hair ;  others  continually 
burning,  bore  large  heads  of  fire ;  these  were 
the  trees  of  Wasfei.     Some  of  these  fruits  with 
human  fiaces  laughed,  others  wq)t,  and  others, 
which  had  fellen  from   the  branches,  rolled 
about  upon  the  earth.     Belukia  took   care 
not  to  touch. them.     "This  is  a  wonderful. 
forest  indeed,''  said  he,  and  sat  down  under 
a  tree  on  the  sea-side  to  pass  the  night ;  about 
the  middle  of  which,  the  nymphs,  or  daughters 
of  the  ocean,  rose  from  the  sea,  each  of  them 
holding  a  gein  shining  like  a  torch.     They  ap- 
proached the  tree  where  Belukia  sat,  where 
tbey  danced,  leaped,  and  performed  a  thousand 
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gambols  till  towards  morning,  when  they  \i-ith- 
drew.     Belukia,  though  much  amused  by  this* 
was  not  yet  tempted  to  proloi^  his  stay;  he 
set  forward  in  the  morning  for  the  Seventh 
Sea.     Had  he  not  from  time  to  time  caught  a 
fish  which  was  swimming  near  the  surface  oi 
the  water,  he  would  have  been  in  a  pitiable 
situation  :  at  length,  however,  he  came  to  an 
island   where  the    Seventh  Sea    terminated. 
This  island  abounded  with  fruit-trees  of  eTerv 
description,  and  Belukia  approached  an  appfe> 
tree  to  pluck  some  of  the  fruit,  when  he  sud- 
denly heard  a  loud  voice,  saying :  "  If  thou 
goest  one  step  nearer  that  tree  thou  wilt  be 
cut  in  two."      Turning    about    to  discover 
whence  it  proceeded,   he  beheld  a  giant  of 
enormous    size   Ijring  on  the  graas.     "  WiB 
your  lordship,'*  said  Belukia,  "  permit  me  to 
eat  some  of  the  fruit  of  this  tree  ?"     "  No/* 
replied  the  giant,  "  thou  art  man,  and  the  son 
of  man,  a^d  thy  forefather  Adam  disobeyed  the 
command  of  Gotd  by  eating  of  the  forbidden  tree, 
therefore  presume  not  to  touch  this ;  I  forbid 
thee  in  the  name  of  my  kiog^  Sddiar.^'  Behdda 
on  hearing  this  withdrew,  and  coQliBMed  hts 
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Journey  to  the  main  land,  opposite  to  this  island. 
Oa  this  he  tra^^ed  ten  days  and  nights  to* 
g^ber,  through  deserts  and  over  barren  moun- 
tains, and  on  the  eleventh  saw  a  great  dond  of 
dust  before  him,  and  heard  at  the  same  time 
a  dieadftd  noise.  He  approached  this  dust, 
wbich  came  from  the  entrance  of  a  deep  valley, 
and  beheld  in  it  a  number  of  men  fighting 
with  the  utmost  fiiry ;  the  swords  and  spears 
were  dashing  loudly,  and  the  blood  flowing  in 
streams.  As  soon  as  these  combatants  ob« 
served  Bdukia,  they  ceased  fighting,  and  one 
of  them  coming  to  him,  inquired  who  he  was, 
and  what  was  his  business  there.  Belukia 
replied,  that  he  was  seddng  the  great  prophet 
Mnhammad.  ''  Such  are  the  follies  of  men,*' 
said  the  other,  "  what  a  strange  idea  is  this  ! 
Ton  are  the  first  man  who  has  ever  been  here/* 
"  And  who  then  are  you?**  returned  Belukia. 
"  We  are  genii,  descendants  of  Jan ;  our 
country  is  called  the  White  Land,  and  we  leave 
it  once  a  year  to  fight  the  rebellious  genii 
who  infest  these  parts.**  "  And  is  that  White 
Land  ?'*  said  Bdukia, "  far  from  hence  r  "  It  is 
seventy-five  thousand  miles  beyond  the  moun- 
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tain   of  Kaf;  the  country  in  which   vre  nois" 
are  is  called  the  land  of  Ad,  the  son  of  Shadad, 
and  our  present  campaign  was  undertaken  by 
order   of  our  king  Sakhar.      At  other  times 
we  lead  a  calm  and  quiet  life,  and  our  only  em- 
ployment is  to  sing  the  praises  of  God,      It 
would  be  advisable,"  concluded  the  genii,  **  for 
you  to  go  with  us  to  the  court  of  our  king." 
To  this  Belukia  readily  consented,   and  fol- 
lowed them  accordingly  to  their  home.     Here 
he  saw  a  vast  plain  covered  with  superb  tents 
of  green  silk,  in  the  midst  of  which  stood  one 
of  red  satin,  supported  by  pillars  of  massive 
gold.      This  was  the  pavilion  of  king  Sakhar, 
who  was  sitting  on  a  golden  throne,  having  on 
his  right  hand  the  viceroys  and  princes,  and 
on  his  left  the  ministers  and  rulers  of  Jin- 
uistan.     Belukia    prostrated    himself  on   the 
ground  to  salute  the  king,  who  received  him 
very  courteously,  ordered  him  to  be  seated  at 
his  side,  and  inquired  his  history.     This  he 
related  circumstantially,  to  the  great  surprise 
of  the  king  and  his  court,  and  a  splendid  and 
abundant  dinner  was  then  served  up  in  dishes 
of  gold,  of  which  there  were  just  one  thousand 
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mnd  fifty.  After  dinner,  the  Imam  of  the 
court  gave  thanksgiving  to  God«  and  in- 
voked the  divine  prophet  Muhammad.  This 
much  surprised  Belukia,  who,  addressing  king 
Sakhar,  requested  to  be  told  the  origin  of  him 
and  his  people ;  and  how  Muhammad,  for  love 
of  'whom  his  journey  had  been  midertaken,  had 
becx>me  known  to  them.  To  this  king  Sakhar, 
who  talked  very  willingly  about  his  family,  re- 
plied, by  giving  him  the  following  account : — 

"  After  God/'  said  he,  "  had  created  the 
fire,  he  divided  it  into  seven  parts,  which  he 
set  one  above  the  other,  leaving  between  each 
of  them  the  distance  of  a  thousand  years'  jour- 
ney. The  first  region  of  fire  he  called  Jehenna, 
and  destined  it  for  sinners  who  die  unrepentant. 
The  second,  called  Lazi,  or  the  whirlpool  of 
fire,  is  the  place  of  abode  of  the  unbelievers. 
In  the  third,  Jahim,  or  the  boiling  cauldron, 
dwell  Gog  and  Magog.    The  fourth,  Sair,  or 
the  Rowing  fire,  b  inhabited  by  the  devils,  the 
accomplices  of  Iblfs.     The  fifth,   Sakar,  or 
hell,  is  appointed  for  those  who  neglect  prayer. 
The  sixth,  Hajim,  or  the  fire  passage,  is  for 
the  Jews;  and  in  the  seventh,  Hawyah,  or 
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the  abyss,  the  hypocrites  will  be  thrown.    TTie 
most  endurable  of  all  these  is  Jehenna,  which 
contains  seventy  thousand  mountains  of  fire, 
each  containing  seventy  thousand  valleys  of 
fire,  and  in  each  valley  seventy  thousand  towns. 
in  each  town  seventy  thousand  castles,  in  each 
castle  seventy  thousand  houses,  and  in  ca(4 
house  seventy  thousand  pains  of  fire.  This  is  the 
region  reckoned  most  endurable  ;  auid  we  may 
from  this  form  some  judgment  of  the  torments 
of  the  rest.  On  hearing  this,  Belukia  wept  bit- 
terly.    •'  A^Tiat  must  we  do,  sire  !"  said  he. 
"  Fear  nothing/'   returned  Sakhar ;    he  who 
loves  the  prophet  Muhammad  is  secure  from 
the  fire  of  hell.     But  this  was  but  the  begin- 
ins  of  what  I  was  about  to  tell  you.    I  have 
ofiven  you  this  account  of  the  fire  because  of 
that  we  were   made.     The   first  whom  God 
created  in  the  first  region  of  fire,  were  two 
angels,  of  whom,  one  was  named  Khalif,  and 
the  other  Milif.     The  former  had  the  face  of 
a  lion,  the  latter  that  of  a  she -wolf.     By  the 
command  of  God,  these  spirits  of  hell  copulated, 
and  the  fruit  of  tbeir  connexion  was  serpents, 
seorpions,  and  all  those  reptiles  that  live  in 
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%li«  flames,  in  ord^  to  terment  the  wicked. 
God  commanded  these  two  to  copulate 
in,  and  the  iwue  of  the  second  connexion 
seven  males  and  seven  females.  The  seventh 
female  rebelled  against  God,  and  was  changed 
into  worms.     The  seventh  son  was  named 
Pdts,  and  gave  every  promise  of  being  a  dutiful 
creature.  From  hk  seventh  year,  he  performed 
his  devotions  regidarly  morning  and  evening, 
so  that  he  found  favour  in  the  eyes  of  God. 
But  when*  on  tiie  creation  tA  Adam,  IhKs 
rafitsed  to  wor^p  him,  God  punkhed  his  dis* 
obedience  by  thrusting  him  into  heU,  which 
Iblis  filed  widit  demcms  and  evil  spirits,  all 
which  are  of  his  race.    The  other  sons  and 
ibaghters  continued   to  conduct  themselves 
rightly,  and  dways  waBced  in  the  ways  of  God. 
Tiuia  they  beeame  bdievers ;  and  from  them 
are  descended  the  genii  of  the  earth.     I  have 
thus  made  no  secret  to  you  of  our  alliance  to 
Aa  ervil  demons ;  but,  indeed,  a  long  course,  of 
ages  has  poiified  us  from  all  that  we  mi^t 
haeve  had  in  omr  blood  of  line  Uoo  and  wolf; 
wha,  however*  were  two  angeb,  and  the  first 
eieatedhy  Godi  **  You  can  now,"  said  Belukia, 
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"do  me  no  greater  favour  than  to  a^^e  z£ 
to  be  conducted  home." — "  Thai,"  :t^plei•^? 
king.  "  depends  upon  the  vill  of  G^d     B-* 
if  in  the  mean  time  vou  have  anv  ^rA  to  a 
more  of  my  dominions,  one  of  my  hcrse* 
ready  saddled,  is   in  waiting.     It  viil  csny 
you   to  the  borders  of  my  country,  vbeact 
one   of  my  viceroys,   Barakiah,  vill  coouiict 
you   farther."      Belukia   sorrowfully  re^e^d, 
"  As  it  pleases  your  majesty."     They  broiiit 
him  the  horse,  but  admonished  him  that  be 
must  neither  spur  it  nor  strike  it  on  the  fece, 
for  in    that  case    the  rider   would    infallibh 
be  lost.     Belukia  mounted,  and  let  it  go  at  a 
gentle  pace.     He  rode  past  the  king^s  kitchens, 
where  the   spits  were  turning  round  loaded 
with  a  thousand  different  sorts  of  meat ;  and 
Sakhar,  who  would  not  let  his  guest  depart 
without  plenty  of  provisions,  commanded  them 
to  fasten  behind  his  horse  two  legs  of  mutton. 
He  then  dismissed  him,  and  Belukiah  let  his 
horse  go  on,  till  he  stopped  of  his  own  accord, 
which  he  did  when  he  had  entered  the  domi- 
nions of  Barikiah.  to  whom  he  was  presented ; 
and  whose  table  was  as  plentiAiUy  served  as 
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Sakhar  himself.  "  How  long  is  it/' 
arakiah  to  him,  "since  you  left  king 
.  ^»»     €€  j^Q  jg^yg  cxactly,"  replied  Be- 

"  Thanks   to  your  horse,  who  is  a 
i/*   continued  Barakiah  ;  '*  you  have  in 
'  time  performed  a    journey  of  seventy 
^ths/*      Belukia  then  recounted  his  adven- 
B  to  the  viceroy,  who  detained  him  two 
aths  at  his  court." 
>Here  the  serpent-queen  was  interrupted  by 
::'masp«    whom  these  long  stories  began  to 
-;  c^ue.      "  Have  the  goodness  to  stop,"  cried 
:f^»  **  it  is  impossible  that  Belukia  could  have 
i/«een  more  eager  to  get  home  again  than  I 
it^ni.     Permit  me  to  return  to  the  surface  of 
:  the  earth.'*     "  With  pleasure  would  I  do  it,'* 
-  said  the  queen,    "but  you  must  now  learn 
r  that  ijiy  destiny  b  bound  to  your's,  and  that 
by  the  decree  of  fate  my  death  is  inevitable, 
if  ever,   after  you  return,  you  enter  a  bath. 
"  I  will  swear  never  to  enter  one  again,''  re- 
plied Jamasp."    "  That  I  would  never  believe," 
returned  the  queen,    "  though    you  took  a 
hundred  oaths.     I  know  your  fondness  for 
bathing;  you  would  find  it  impossible  to  re- 
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frain.  Gratitude  is  not  the  property  of  tke 
sons  of  Adam ;  they  tread  in  the  steps  of  their 
forefather. 

"  None  but  the  benevolent  God  would  have 
for  fourteen  days  together  taken  the  pains  to 
mould  the  red  clay  from  which  he  made  Adam. 
He  commanded  the  angels  also  to  pay  obe- 
dience to  him  when  created,  and  yet  was  Adam 
ungrateful,  and  his  promise  broken." 

Jamasp  began,  to  weep»  so  cast  down  was 
he  at  the  doubts  of  the  queen  and  his  own 
enthralment.  Ten  whole  days  did  he  sit  there 
without  speaking.  On  the  eleventh,  in  order 
somewhat  to  dissipate  his  chagrin,  he  requested 
the  queen  to  continue  the  adventures  of  Belu- 
kia ;  and  she  b^an  again  as  follows  : — 

' '  After  Belukia  had  passed  two  months  at  the 
court  of  king  Berakiah,  he  bade  him  fiurewell.  and 
journeyed  day  and  nightover  hill  and  plain*  mitil 
he  came  to  a  very  lofty  mountain.  On  the 
summit  of  this  mountain  was  an  angel  singing 
the  praises  of  God  and  Muhammad,  and  having 
a  table  before  him  covered  with  writing.  One 
wing  of  this  angel  stretched  to  the  boionds  of 
the  east»  and  the  other  to  those  of  the  west. 


fielykii  saiuted  him,  i 

turned  it ;  putting  tho 

■ntaQf  addressed  to  tra 

Iry  giving  a  namitioD  o: 

bt^naiog  to  end,  wluc 

'    great  surprise.     "  Pen 

Aia,    "  to  ask  in  return 

what  yaa  do  here,  and 

naiae."  said  the  angel, 

pointed  to wat(^  overt 

ajid.  nig^t.  and  this  tab 

kia.  stretched  his  eyes  t 

of  this  celestial  astrono 

again  -apon  his  jooroe; 

immeme    meadov,    dj 

streams,  and  in  the  mit 

of  great  height.     Bene 

of  -Mvhom  bad  a  human 

of  ft  lion,  tbe  third  that 

ttMut   of  a  bird.     Bdnk 

ar^KT   to  hewhatth< 

.  ftMiBct  tbe;  vere  prayin 

oay    Lord,"  said  one, 

■Xftercy^  aitd  the  intert 

'^a.wt.V.^amifniiA,  Inrgro  tt 
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From  hence,  continuing  his  journey,  Beluba 
came  to  the  mountain  of  Kaf.     The  first  ob- 
ject which  presented  itself  here  was   another 
angel,   also   singing  the   praises  of  God  and 
Muhammad,  and  who  opened  and  closed  his 
hand  alternately.     Behikia  entered  into  con- 
versation '«ith  him,  and  after  relating  his  own 
history,  inquired  what  mountain   it  was.  and 
what  that  action  of  his  fingers  meant.    "  This," 
said  the  angel.  "  is  the  mountain  of  KM,  which 
surrounds    the  whole  earth  like  a  girdle.     I 
hold  in  my  hand  the  threads  on  which  hang 
the  foundations  of  the  earth,  \vhich  shake  or 
stand  firm  upon  their  bases,  accordingly  as  I, 
by  the  command  of  God,  open  or  shut  my 
hand."      "  Are   there,   then,"   said    Belukia, 
"  lands  behind  the  mountain  of  Kaf  ?"  "  Yes," 
replied  the  angel,  "  there  is  a  land,  which  ght- 
ters  like  silver,  and  is  inhabited  by  angels,  who 
do  nothing  but  sing  hymns  in  honour  of  God 
and  the  prophet.     Every  Friday  evening  they 
assemble  here,  and  pass  the  night  in  prayer  and 
pious  exercises. "    "  And  is  there  another  range 
of  mountains  also/'  said  Belukia,  "  beyond  that 
of  Kaf?"     "There  is/'  returned  the  angd. 
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"  one  five  hundired  ells  in  height,  covered  with 
sno^37  and  eternal  ice.    Those  are  the  mountains 
which   form  the  partition  between   the  first 
region  of  fire  and  the  earth.     There  are,  more- 
over, forty  other  worlds,  every  one  of  which  is 
forty  times  larger  than  this.     One  of  these  is 
entirely  of  gold,  a  second  of  silver,  one  of  ruby. 
another  of  emerald,  one  of  saffi-on,  and  another 
of   amber.      They  are  inhabited  by   angels, 
whose  sole  employment  is  the  praise  of  God 
and  the  prophet.     They  know  neither  Adam 
nor  Eve,  nor  day  nor  night.    You  must  know, 
my  son,  that  God  has  created  seven  stories  of 
worlds,  all  of  which  rest  upon  the  shoulders  of 
an  angel,  whose  form  and  strength  God  alone 
knows.    This  angel  stands  upon  a  rock,  the 
rock  rests  upon  the  back  of  an  ox,  which  is 
carried  by  a  large  fish,  swimming  in  the  ocean 
of  eternity.     Jesus  had  heard  thb  fish  spoken 
of,  and  begged  God  to  shew  it  to  him.     Upon 
this  Grod  commanded  an  angel  to  carry  Jesus 
to  the  shores  of  this  sea.     Here  he  at  first  saw 
nothing,  but  all  at  once  the  fish  shot  by  like  a 
flash  of  lightning,  and  Jesus  swooned  with  fear. 
When  he  recovered,  he  sung  the  praises  of  the 
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Almighty  ;  for  although  the  fish  thus  darted  b^ 
tor  three  whole  days  together.  Jesus  saw  nc^ 
the  end  of  it.  God  has  in  like  manner  created 
fortv  other  fishes,  with  forty  oxen,  fortv  rock>, 
and  forty  angels,  supporting  these  forty  worlds." 
"  But  what  then  lies  beneath  the  sea  of  eter- 
nity?" said  Belukia.  "The  ab%-ss."  "And 
what  beneath  the  abyss?"  'The  fire/* — 
"  And  what  beneath  the  fire  ?  "  "A  vast  ser- 
pent, who.  if  he  were  not  withheld  by  the  fear 
of  God.  would  with  a  single  motion  overthrow 
the  abyss,  the  fire,  the  ocean,  the  fish,  the  ox, 
the  rock,  and  the  angel  who  supports  the  earth. 
When  God  had  created  this  huge  serpent  or 
dragon,  he  said  to  him — '  I  will  give  thee  some- 
thing to  keep  in  safety,  open  thy  mouth.  The 
dragon  opened  his  mouth,  and  God  placed  hell 
within  him,  in  order  that  it  might  there  re- 
main till  the  day  of  judgment.  On  that  day 
God  will  send  an  angel  to  bring  it  before  him. 
and  will  command  it  to  open  its  gates,  which 
will  vomit  out  streams  of  eternal  fire.'*  These 
sublime  secrets  made  such  an  impression  on 
fielukia,  that  he  wept,  and  taking  leave  of  the 
«iigel»  as  he  had  now  come  to  the  ends  of  the 
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earth,  he  took  the  road  to  Arabia.   He  came  at 
length  to  a  vast  gate  of  steel,  watched  by  two 
guards,  one  of  whom  had  the  head  of  a  Hon,  and 
the  other  that  of  an  ox.    These  two  guards  put 
the  same  questions  to  him  as  he  had  answered 
so  often  before,  and  to  which  he  could  never 
rei^y  inrithoat  telling  all  his  adventures.     They 
then  informed  him,  that  although  placed  there 
to  ^iratch  that  gate,  they  knew  not  what  it  con- 
cealed, since  none  could  open  it  but  the  angel 
Gabriel,  the  messenger  of  Heaven.     Belukia 
now  prayed  that  God  would  permit  the  angel 
Gabriel  to  open  it  for  him,  and  his  prayer  was 
heard.     The  angel  appeared  with  a  large  key 
in  his  hand,  opened  the  gate,  and  then  locked 
it  after  him.  Belukia  found  himself  in  a  bound- 
less subterraneous  vault.     Here  was  the  con- 
flux of  all  the  seas  and  waters  of  the  earth. 
In  the  midst  of  these  waters  were  two  moun- 
tains of  rubies,  on  which  angels  were  walking 
about,  and  singing  the  praises  of  God  and  the 
prophet.     They  informed  Belukia  that  they 
were  the  guardians  of  thb  immense  reservoir, 
and  that  they  distributed  to  the  whole  earth 
both  the  salt  and  sweet  waters  through  their 
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rs^v^Mtive  charinel>,  all  which  met  at  these 
r*  :  c:i:':in:^n5.  He  then  inquired  vbat  road 
ir:  m^s:  :i3ie.  and  after  thev  had  directed  him. 
ie  zi-iic  "^-^e  CI  the  juice  of  the  plant,  which 
:ii::  so  rnen  already  extricated  him  from  his 
inM_—i^f-:cnt5,  and  began  to  pass  lightly  over 
"i^*  f  •  »i5  c;  these  waters.  He  had  tra veiled 
i-:-5  Si:cic  divs  and  nights,  when  he  met  four 
Lz^-s  •  :<imeviri£  like  hiinseh'  on  the  surfece 
:£  'Jie  ^^cr.  He  saluted  and  entreated  them 
:,^   >2ii5r%-  his  car:-:si:v  as  to  who  they  w^ere 

•  •  • 

ijic  ^iiiirr  ih^y  were  g^ins  ?  "We  are," 
si-i  thfv.  "  lie  four  great  chamberlains  ot 
H r-i  • -:  z. — G  Lrr5cL  Michael,  Raphael  and Israfil. 
izc  ij^  r:  Li::::  Vy  ihe  command  of  God  towards 
12k:  ^jlsc.  in  crder  to  seize  and  thrust  into  hell 
1  i :rnd  :r.:!i>;er  who  has  appeared  there,  an'i 
:ii  — .i^-^  iricrecirie  devastation  on  earth. — 
X  —  ^:! —  c  the  v^scaess  of  their  wings  and  their 
ecor=::cs  starure.  Belukia  proceeded  again 
:ur»:c  h:i5  jccmev  in  Eeypt,  till  he  came  to  an 
is^Ani  cc  vered  with  the  richest  and  most  luiu- 
r-A^r  Tss^cition-  In  the  centre  of  this  islan<l 
<cxc  13  immense  tree,  beneath  which  was  a 
ti^  !^  oat  with  dishes  of  a  thousand  dilierent 
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colours,  and  on  the  tree  itself  sat  a  bird*  the 
feet  of  which  vrere  of  nlv^,  the  beak  of  ruby, 
and  the  feathers  of  emeralds  and  other  precious 
stones.    Iliis  Imd  sang  the  praises  of  God, 
and   of  the  propb^  Muhammad      Belukia, 
asU>n]shed  to  hear  again  the  name  of  the  elect 
of  God«  whom  he  had  so  long  sought,  said  to 
the  bird,  "  Who  are  you,  friend  ?  '*     "1  am," 
answered  the  bird,  "one  of  the  birds  of  Para- 
dise.    When  the  Almi^ty  cast  out  Adam 
from  thence,  the  latter  covei^d  himself,  as  you 
know,  with  four  leaves  of  one  of  the  trees  of 
Paradise,  in  order  to  conceal  his  nakedness. 
When  Adam  came  iq)on  earth,  -these  four 
leaves  feU  on  the  ground,  and  each  of  them 
produced  an  article  which,  is  at  once  both 
usefiil  and  agreeable  to  man.    The  first  was  de- 
voured by  a  worm,  which  from  that  moment 
did  nothing  but  spin  a  fine  and  delicate  web — 
it  was  the  silkworm.    The  second  was  eaten 
by  an  antelope,  which  from  that  instant  be- 
came the  musk-deer.     The  third,  consumed 
by  a  bee,  gave  wax  and  honey ;  and  the  fourth, 
decaying  in  India,  produced  there  all  kinds 
of  sweet-scented  plants  and  essences.     I  left 
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Paradise  at  the  same  time,  and  have  ever  since 
lived  here,  giving  dinner  every  Friday  to  aU 
the  saints  living  upon  earth,  who  while  seemii^ 
to  be  \vrapt  in  the  extasy  of  prayer,  come  hitb^ 
to  taste  the  food  of  Paradise."  Belukia,  vha 
had  become  of  the  number  of  the  holy,  since 
he  had  first  been  transported  with  die  love  of 
Muhammad,  b^an  to  eaL  Scarcely  had  he 
tasted,  when  the  prophet  Khisr,  the  keeptrai 
the  water  of  life,  appeared;  Belukia respectfully 
rose  to  withdraw,  but  the  bird  commanded 
him  to  continue  sitting. 

"  Khisr  desired  Belukia  to  relate  his  adven- 
tures to  him,  which  he  did  without  the  6mis8ion 
of  the  most  trifling  circumstance.  When  he 
had  concluded,  he  said  to  Khisr :  "  Pennit  me 
to  ask  you  whether  it  be  fur  firom  hence  to 
Egypt?"  "  It  is/' replied  the  other,  "a  joonicy 
that  wiU  require  at  least  thirty-five  years/*  Be- 
lukia shed  tears  on  hearing  this,  and  bencfing 
to  the  hand  of  Khisr,  kissed  it,  and  said :  '*  De- 
liver me,  I  beseech  you,  from  this  eternal  wan- 
dering in  unknown  lands.  T  have  had  enoath 
of  it,  and  can  endure  no  more."  "Dry  thy 
tears."  replied  Khisr:   "God  has  heard  thy 


prayter,  and  has  sent  ma  for  the  .eq)ecial.  put's 
of  saidiiig.  thee  liome*    Clasp  me  rouiid 
inist.    Hold  fieet,  and  doee^your  eyea." 
did  as  he. "waa  directed.     "Now  you 
uy  cqpen  your  ey^.  again/'  said  Khiar.;  and 
fimndhimsdf.at  the gatA, oi  his  own 
He  turned  to  thank' Kbi$]:»i>ut  he  had 
wmislii'il      He  then  entered,  his  palace»  and 
Kaflftwijpd   to  Us.  aged  mother^  .who'  almost 
died  with  joy  oa  aeeing  her,  son  again.    The 
aewa  of  hia  tetnrn  spread.  <|KdcUy  tiirof^bjthe 
town,  and  every  one  prepared  ta  viait  and  pre-; 
acntgiftsJtohinL.  AUwiahedtQhear.&Auaut€ure;< 
lation  of  hia  ad^wntBisa,  and  hi^had  enougb^io 
do  to  satisfy  the  conraJy  of  hia^hearers,  who«  on 
their  side,  could  do  nothing  bat  weapiuson^oved 
were  they  hyfbeae  incredible  narrativef ."  "  Aye ! 
tbc^^are  moving  indeed/'  said  Jamasp>.  inter- 
Oipting  the  serpegt^tqueen*  "  but  I  feel'as  much 
inclinatinn  to  weep  at  younos&iaal  ta  let  mego 
home,  as  at  the  story>o^  Belukia."  '^  Jamaqi/.' 
aud  tb^  ipieen,  "  I  know. you  j.  you  will  belcay 
me;  you  will  be  forsworn;  should  you  evfgc 
enter,  a  bath  again  my  death,  is  ine^tahk«V 
Jamaap  renewed  his  oaths, '4ind.aa  the  queen 

o2 
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had  ended  her  tales,  and  knew  no  more  ^ith 
which  to  beguile  the  time,  and  pass  off  the 
grief  of  Jamasp,  she  was  at  length  comj^ed 
to  let  him  depart.  She  called  forward  an  im- 
mense serpent,  and  directing  it  to  conduct  Ja- 
masp again  to  the  surface  of  the  earth,  he  was 
by  set  of  sun  at  the  door  of  his  own  house. 
He  knocked,  and  his  mother  came  to  open  the 
door.  When  she  espied  her  son,  she  gave  a 
loud  shriek,  and  fainted  in  his  arms.  His  wife, 
hearing  the  cry,  hastened  out,  and  shrieking  as 
loudly,  fell  into  his  arms  also.  They  both 
thanked  Heaven  that  had  sent  back  their  beloved 
Jamasp,  and  gave  themselves  up  to  all  the 
transports  of  the  most  lively  joy.  When  the 
first  effusions  of  mutual  tenderness  were  over. 
Jamasp  inquired  after  his  companions  the 
wood-cutters.  "  It  was  they,'*  said  his  mother* 
"  who  brought  us  the  intelligence  that  a  tiger 
had  torn  you  to  pieces ;  they  are  now  rich  mer- 
chants carrying  on  a  great  trade.'*  '*  Go  to 
them  to-morrow,  mother,"  said  Jamasp.  ••  tdl 
them  that  your  son  has  returned,  and  desire 
them  to  come  to  me."  The  wood-cutters  were 
not  a  little  alarmed  when  they  heard  this  news; 
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t^iey  turned  pale,  and  each  of  them  made  the 
another  of  Jamasp  a  rich  present,  promising,  at 
tlie  same  time,  to  come  the  next  day.     They 
immediately  met  together  to  consult  on  the 
means  of  repairing  their  injustice  to  Ja- 
;p,  and  in  this  assembly  it  \raa  agreed  to 
themselves  to  the  half  of  what  each  pos- 
sessed, both  in  male  and  female  slaves  and 
goods,  and  to  give  it  up  to  stop  the  complaints 
of  Jamasp.    With  this  they  went  to  him,  and 
soliciting  him  to  forget  what  had  passed,  ob- 
tained his  sincere  pardon.     They  invited  him 
to  the  bath.     "  No,"  said  he,  "  I  have  made  a 
vow  never  more  to  enter  one."    "  Come  at 
least  and  eat  with  us,"  said  they,  and  he  ac- 
cepted their  invitation.   These  festivities  lasted 
seven  days  together,  being  given  now  by  one, 
now  by  another  of  the  merchants.    Jamasp 
after  this  set  up  as  a  merchant  himself,  carried 
on  trade,  and  led  a  very  pleasant  life.   One  day, 
going  out  to  walk  in  the  environs  of  the  town, 
he  met  with  one  of  his  old  friends,  who  was 
the  owner  of  a  public  bath,  and  who  was  just 
then  standing  at  the  door.     They  embraced 
other,  and  testified  mutual  pleasure  at 
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meeting.     "  Come  in/'  said  the  master  of  xhe 
baths,  "  and  let  me  entertain  you  in  my  "w^j, 
for  you  were  always  a  great  lover  of  the  bath." 
"  No,"  replied  Jama^,  "  I  have  sworn  never 
to  go  into  one  again."     "  I  beseech  you,  by 
our  mutual  friendship/'  continued  the  mast)? 
of  the  baths«  "to  do  me  favour/'  "  My  firknd/' 
returned  Jamasp, ''  tempt  me  not.    You  would 
make  my  children  orphans^  and  me  unfortunate, 
and  guilty  of  a  great  perjury."   "  These  are  the 
whims  of  a  c&tempered  mind/'  said  the  master 
of  the  baths.     "  All  the  dreadful  consequentss 
of  the  violation  of  this  vow  shall  fall  iq>on  my 
head.     Come,  I  beg  thee  upon  my  knees.*^ 
This  little  dispute  ^ms  somewhat  loud,  and  a 
6rowd  of  people,  who  were  coming  from  the 
bath,  gatthered  round,  and  took- part  with  the 
master  of  the  baths;   to  grattfy  whom  they 
forced  in  Jaitiasp,  pushed  him  forwards,  and 
puUed  off  his  clothes  in  spite  of  931  his  protes- 
tations that  he  would  not  badie.     More  than 
twenty  persons  at  once  b^an  to  pour  water  on 
hts  head,  to  tub,  wash,  and  when  they  had 
done;  to  dry  him.     H^  had  hardly  put  on  his 
dothest^gAin,  when  hB  wirs  told  that  the  vizier. 
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sixtv  Mamlnkfts  was  at  the  door  of  the 
b«^diii^;)iQViae  inq\uri]3ig.for  him.   Jamasp  hur- 
ried, out  to  pay  hisj  respects  to  the  vizier,  who 
ooadttcted  him  to  the  sultan's  palace,  where  a 
splendid  baD<|uet .  was  awaiting  him.     After 
the  vixier  ordered  him  to  be  clothed  in 
vests  of  honour,  each  of  which  was  worth 
«  tlumsand  dinars..  Jamaqp  understood  nothing 
of  all  this,  tiU  the  vizier  said  to  him':   '*  Our 
losd,  the  sultan,  is  daiqserously  iU,  and  has 
been  informed  that  you  alone  are  able  to  cure 
him.'^    "  I  am  no  physician,''  replied  Jamasp, 
r  bot  wiQ  nevertheless  hear  what  is  the  plea- 
sure of  the  sultan  with  me."    He  then,  pre- 
ceded by  a  band  of  soldiers,  walked  between 
two  rows  of  guards,  through  seven  gates  and 
seven  coiuts^  to  the  interior  of  the  palace.  The 
king  was  named  Gusardan :  around  him  sat  on 
thrones  of  gold  a  thousand  sultans ;  two  thou- 
sand generals  andgoverncM^  of  provinces  stood 
jb^re  )iim,  and  a  thousand   eunuchs  with 
drawn  sabret  behind  him.    The  king  was  lying 
fin  his  throne  with  l^s  fape  cov^ed  by  a  silk 
faandkercbS^f.    Jamasp^  though  at  first  a  little 
cpduaaft  at  all  these  preparations,  soon  re- 
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covered  himself,  kissed  the  ground  before  the 
throne,  and  took  the  seat  which  the  vizier  as- 
signed him,  on  the  right  band  of  the  kin^. 
Dinner  was  served  up,  and  2kfter  having  eaten 
and  washed  hands,  the  table  was  removed,  and 
the  vizier  rising,  took  Jamasp  by  the  hand*  led 
him  to  the  king,  and  lifting  up  the  handker- 
chief that  covered  his  face  :  "  Do  us  the  fa- 
vour,'* said  he,  ••  to  speak  to  the  king ;  that  b 
all  we  desire  of  you,  and  we  will  in  return 
grant  all  you  ask  of  us." 

••  I  know  very  well,"  said  Jamasp,  "  that 
I  am  the  son  of  the  prophet  Daniel ;  but  I 
am  nevertheless,  I  confess  it  candidly,  an  ig- 
norant man.  During  all  my  life  I  have  passed 
but  one  month  in  study.  If  during  that  month 
I  had  learned  the  art  of  physic  sufficiently  to 
be  able  to  cure  the  king^  I  would  do  it  imme- 
diately, but  I  must  own  with  sorrow,  that  I 
understand  nothing  of  it." — "  Spare  your  ex- 
cuses," said  the  vizier,  "  we  know  that  you 
alone  can  cure  the  king." — "  How  so  ?"  cried 
Jamasp,  "  if  I  may  presume  to  ask.*'  "  The 
mSk  of  the  queen  of  the  serpents,"  returned 
the  vizier,  "  has  been  prescribed  to  the  king. 
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MflieD  Jamasp  heard  these  words,  he  recol- 
lected with  the  most  lively  sorrow  that  he 
had  broken  his  oath  on  going  into  the  bath ; 
nevertheless,   concealing  what  passed  in  his 
mind,  "  I  have  not,"  said  he,  "  the  honour  to 
know  the  qoeen  of  the  serpents,  nor  have  I 
ever  heard  her  qpoken  of.''    "  You  deceive 
>ii8/*  replied  the  vizier;  "  you  have  hved  two 
years  with  her,    and  I  can  even  prove  it/' 
'*   How  ?"  exclaimed  Jamasp.     "  Here  is  a 
letter,"    returned  the  vizier,    "  which    has 
readied  my  hands,  and  by  which  I  see  that 
you  have  not  only  passed  two  years  with  the 
serpent-queen,  as  a  visitor,  but  that  you  have 
broken,  by  going  into  a  bath,  the  promise  j^u 
made  her,  and  that  your  bosom  turned  black 
that  moment ;  quick !  let  us  see  your  bosom." 
''  My  bosom  was  black  when  I  came   into 
the  world,"  said  Jamasp.     "  That  is  false," 
cried  the  vizier;  "  I  know  from  the  Mamlukes, 
whom  I  had  stationed  at  the  bath,  that  when 
you  entered  it  your  bosom  was  white,  and 
black  when  you  came  out."    When  Jamasp 
heard  this,  he  r^retted  more  than  ever  what 

o  5 
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had  bapp«ied  ;  but,  thinking  it  mosL  adv 
to  abide  by  his  denial,   continued  obstinattly 
to  proCest  that  he  neither  knew  the  queoi  of 
the    serpents,  nor  had    evw  heard  menbofi 
made  of  her.      Upon  this,  the  vizier  cafied 
for  executioners  to  put  Jamasp  to  the  torture. 
He  bore  the  diftrent  modes  of  torment  for  a 
long  time  before  he  would  confess  the  troth, 
but  had  hardly  done  so,  when  the  vizier  has- 
tened to  kiss  his  hands  and  face  :   "  Why  did 
you  deny  a  thing  so  weH  known  V  said  he. 
*•  We  are  informed  of  every  thii^.  and  know 
even  the  situation  of  the  mcnmtain  where  yon 
were  left  in  a  pit  of  hotiey,  oat  of  which  yoo 
went  directly  to  the  qo^n  <rf  the  serpents." 
Jama^  denied  no  longer  ;  they  put  a  dress  cf 
honour  upon  him,  seated  him  upon  a  horse 
richly  caparisoned,  and  led  hhn,  accompanied 
by  a  great  retinue,  to  the  cavern,   where  he 
had   first  discovered  the  pit  full   of  honey. 
Here  they   burnt    incense,    repeated   mask: 
words,  and  went  through  all  the  necessary  pu- 
rifications  and  forms  of  exorcism.     Jamasp 
conjured  the  serpent -queen  to  ajqiear. 
bdioMI  in  die  middle  of  thtf  pit.  a  laige 


JAM  ASP.  }dl 

open  suddenly,  and  so  dreadful  a 
camefoith,  that  the  spectators  fell  with 
their  &cesott  the  ground,  and  some  of  them 
died  upon  the  spot  with  fright ;  a  fire-breath* 
ing  8erpent;^huge  as  an  elephadt,  issued  from 
it,  bearing  on  its^back  a  golden  dish,  on  which 
Uy  a-  Mrpeotiwith  a  human  ioice  shining  bril* 
liaivtly ;  in  short,   it  was  the  queen  of  the 
•ecpents  bersdi     As  soon  as  she  perceived 
Jamaip,  she  cried  out  to  him  :    "  Where  is 
the.ivotd,  where  is  the  promise  thou  gayest  to 
me  ?--*But  I  clearly  see  that  no  one  can  ayoid 
hisfiate.     Mine  was  to  be  linked  with  your's, 
maA  king.  Gusardar's  with  mine/'     At  these 
wRords  she  began  to  weep,  and  Jamasp  joined 
loudly  in  her  lamentations.    The  vizier  ap- 
proached, and  put  out  his  hand  to  take  the 
queen.    "You  are  .lost,"  said  she,  "  if  you 
toucb  me,  and  will  in  an  instant  be  reduced  to 
ashes.    You  alone,  Jamasp,  can  do  so  with 
impunity.    Place  me  on  the  porcelain  dish, 
and  carry  me  upon  your  head.''     Jamasp 
obeyed  her  orders,  and  in  this  manner  they 
retomed  to  the  palace.      On  the  road,  the 
qioeen  .whispered  to  Jamasp  :    "  When  we  ar- 
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rive  at  the  house  of  the  vizier,  he    "wtU   order 
you  to  kill,    and  cut  me  into   three   pieces, 
neither  more  or  less.     Excuse  yourself  on  thst 
point,  and  leave  him  to  do  it  himsell.     He 
will  not  fail  to  cut  me  into  three  pieces,  hut 
just  at  that  moment    the  king  will  send  for 
him.     He  will  put  me  into  a  copper  kettle. 
which  he  wiU  hang  over  the  fire,  charging  you 
to  take  care  during  his  absence  that  it  hoi/? 
till  the  pot  foams.     He  will  order  you  then  to 
gather  the  first  froth,  to  fill  a  cup  with  it,  to 
let  it  cool,  and  then  drink  it  as  a  safeguard 
against  all  diseases ;    to  let  the  pot  troth  a 
second  time,  to  fill  another  cup,  and  presen-e 
that  till  he  returns.     But  I  advise  you  to  de- 
ceive him,  to  give  him  the  first  cup,  and  drink 
the  second  yourself.     You  will  see  the  effect 
of  the  first  cup  on  him ;  and  as  for  the  se* 
cond,  I  engage  that  it  will  communicate  to 
you  every  species  of  wisdom  and  knowledge. 
Place  my  flesh  on  a  copper  dish,  ui  order  to 
carry  it  to  the  king ;  when  he  has  eaten  of  it, 
he  will  wipe  his  mouth  with  the  napldn.     He 
will  feel  at  first  a  great  heat  in  his  inside,  but 
that  will  go  off  by  degrees  afterwards.    He 
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mast  then  have  some  light  drink  given  to  him, 
and  by  the  help  of  God  will  be  forthwith  re- 
stored to  heftlth."    The  queen  of  the  serpents 
had  hardly  whiqpered  all  this  to  Jamasp,  when 
they  ^ere  already  at  the  house  of  the  vizier, 
who   desired  Jamasp  to  cut  her  into  three 
pieces.    Jamasp  refused,  and  the  vizier  pre* 
pared  to  do  it  himself.     Jamasp  wept  bitterly 
when  he  saw  the  preparations  making,   but 
the  vizier  laughed  at  it,  killed  the  poor  queen, 
and  divided  her  into  three  pieces.     Exactly  as 
the  queen  had  foretold,  every  thing  occurred. 
The  vizier  returned,  and  desired  to  have  the 
second  cup.    Jamasp  gave  him  the  first  cup. 
The  vizier  drank  it,  and  swelled  out  that  mo- 
ment horribly,  remaining  unable  to  move  a 
limb.    Thus  it  agreed  with  the  proverb,  which 
says  :  '  He  who  digs  a  pit  for  his  brother,  falls 
into  it  first  himself.'    When  Jamasp  saw  the 
eSkcX  of  this  draught,  he  stood  awhile  utterly 
confounded.     At  first  he  was  afraid  to  empty 
the  second  cup  ;  but  when  he  considered  that 
the  vizier  would  not  have  reserved  it  for  him- 
self, had  it  been  noxious,  and  remembered  the 
last  injunctions,  of  the  queen  of  Ae  serpents,  he 
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•     ^^^.^^-^2^^^  fist  MR  ^^ 

tit:  «w  lie  nurri  «  ^^'^^^ 

03<nrician.  and  anthnie»^  u  grti  »*^ 
ven*  he  directed  bis  ejes  ">     .^-^. 
he  had  so  often  lodod  upoo  ^^^ 


He 


^e  understood  aiitiie  grasses,  p«fl  ^^^ 
-•hic/,  were  teZking  together ;  ev«7 
every  stoiieprodaimed  its  Wrtuesan^J 
In  that  instant  be  became  Bprol(>^''^ 
chemists  physician  md  '^^  ^t^ 
y^th   this   varied  knowledge,  ^P^^. 
the  presence  of  the  Jang,  andhep^^ 
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txn  the  death  of  the  vizier.     The 

the  other  viiders  wept  for  him. 

^U  as  he  was  just  now !"  said  the 

/hat  then  can   have   caused   his 

"  That  came/'  said  Jamasp,  "  from 

ig  to  drink  the  elixir  of  wisdom, 

i  which*  he  took  a  cup  of  noxious 

Uch  tddhg  inmiediate  e£Eect,  he  swelled 

lusly,  and  died.     But  your  majesty  need 

ler  no  apprehension  oh  that  account, 

myself '  tpiite  able  to  heal  you.      Be 

dd  only  to  eat  a  little  bit  of  the  flesh  of 

4^een  of  the  serpents.''  The  king  ate  of  it, 

ed  his  mouth  with  the  napkin,  and  felt  at 

A  hot,  and  then  cold,  in  his  stomach.    Ja- 

^map  ordered  him  to  take  some  light  drink, 

^tid  then  to  deep  a  little.     He  made  him  do 

^.^is  for  three,  days  together.     When  that  time 

^>t  had  passed,  the  king's  skin  b^an  to  peel  off 

,^<^  from  head  to  foot ;  Jamasp  made  him  then 

->    go  into  the  bath ;  and  he  left  it  completely 

v"    cured,  and  white  as  silver.     The  king  after 

•<     this  gave  a  grand  festival,  and  ordered  Jamasp 

to  sit  beside  him.     The.  whole  court  came  to 

gratulate  him  on  his  cure,  and  he  addressed 
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tlie  ministers  and  great  lords,  announcing  to 
them  his  choice  of  Jamasp  for  £xand-\-izier, 
saying  :  '*  He  who  loves  him  loves  me  ;   he  vbo 
honours  him  honours  me  ;  and  he  \^  ho  obey^ 
him  obevs  me."     The  nobles  on  hearing  this 
hastened  to  kiss  the  hand  of  Jamasp  ;  the  king 
ordered   him  to  be  clad  in  a  dress  of  honour, 
ornamented  with    diamonds ;   gave    him   raro 
hundred  Mzimlukes,  and  as  many  horses,  be- 
sides camels  and  mules.     After  having  thus 
received   the    investiture   of  grand-vizier,    he 
returned  home,  accompanied  by  all  the  emirs, 
viziers,    generals   and   governors,  desirous  of 
paying  court  to  him.     Among  others  came  his 
old  comrades,  the  wood -cutters,  zind  even  them 
he  received  most  graciously.     He  then  pro-' 
ceeded  to  the  palace  of  the  former  vizier,  of 
which  he  took  due  possession. 

Thus  did  Jamasp,  the  ignorant  wood-s«Uer, 
by  divine  aid  become  grand- vizier,  and  a  man 
of  profound  learning  and  most  acute  intel- 
ligence. One  day  he  addressed  his  mother, 
saying :  "  How  did  it  happen  that  my  father 
Daniel,  that  great  prophet,  left  me  no  inherit- 
ance ?"     His  mother  then   remembered   the 
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five  leaves  which  her  husband  had  laid  up  in 
the  casket*  and  commanded  her,  one  day  or 
other*  to  give  to  his  son. 

"  Your  inheritance/'  said  she«  "  consists  of 
five  leaves  of  a  book«  which  your  late  father 
once   possessed."—-"  Where    are  those  five 
leaves,   and  what  became  of  the  rest  of  the 
book  ?•'   continued  Jamasp.     "  Your  father," 
replied  she*   "possessed  a  book  which  con- 
tamed  all  the  secrets  of  nature,  and  was  seeking 
in  it  a  remedy  against  death.     Engaged  in  this 
research,  he  betook  himself  to  the  banks  of 
the  Jaihun,  and  was  there  attentively  reading 
it,    when  the  angel   Gabriel   appeared,  and 
striking  the  book,  it  fell  from  your  father's 
hands  into  the  water,  five  leaves  only  being 
saved.    These  he  carefully  preserved,  and  left 
as  an  inheritance  to  you." 

Jamasp  ordered  the  casket  to  be  opened, 
and  found  the  five  leaves ;  which,  however, 
contained  no  mysterious  learning,  or  secrets  of 
nature :  all  that  part  had  sunk  in  the  Jaihun ; 
but  they  comprised  a  summary  of  aU  that  know- 
lec^  which  is  founded  upon  the  basis  of  sound 
reason.    In  these  five  leaves,  therefore,   all 
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the  true  learning  which  books  can  commuiu- 
cate,  or  which  has  since  then  existed  in  the 
world,  was  contained.  All  other  knowlei^ 
which  man  can  acquire  or  has  to  boast  of, 
belong  either  to  that  inferior  division  of  learn- 
ing, of  which  Jamasp  became  master,  when  he 
drank  the  second  cup  of  the  liquor  from  the 
flesh  of  the  serpent-queen,  or  to  that  false 
knowledge  which  puflfeth  up  and  bringeth 
death,  as  it  did  to  the  vain -glorious  vizier. 
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Rairi  relates,  that  upon  a  voyage  to  Egypt  he  landed  on  an  Uland, 

e  he  foond  a  jvang  man  sitting  between  two  tombe,  and  weeping 

r1  J.  He  Inqolred  why  the  youth  wept  thna,  and  whose  were  the  two 

M*    The  young  man's  tears  flowed  yet  more  almndantly,  when 

9d  theae  qtieetlons;  bat  he  became  at  length  composed  enoogh  to 

lie  his  ad^encures,  which  he  commenced  as  follows : — ] 


My  father,  ^hose  name  was  Tigmos,  was  king 

of  Kibol,  and  governed  the  nation  of  the 

Kaniah4hran>  a  warlike  people  of  ten  thousand 

brave  men ;  each  of  whom  had  conmiand  over 

one  hundred  towns  and  one  hundred  castles. 

My  fether,  who  was  thus  a  most  potent  mo- 

narchf  had  been  long  upon  the  throne  without 

a  child,  when  he  one  day  assembled  all  the 

d^ologers  of  his  empire,  and  inquired  of  them 

^^  should  ever  haveanheir  to  his  crown 
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or  not.  They  consulted  their  books,  and  an- 
nounced that  he  would  have  a  son  by  the  prin- 
cess of  Khorasan.  This  highly  gratified  him  ; 
he  loaded  them  with  rich  gifts,  and  dismissed 
them.  He  had  a  vizier,  the  chief  of  his  war- 
riors, named  Ainsar  (eye  of  the  battle).  Him 
he  sent  as  his  ambassador  to  Khorasan,  to  de- 
mand the  princess,  the  daughter  of  king  Baii- 
rawan,  in  marriage.  The  preparations  for  this 
embassy  were  of  the  most  splendid  description ; 
it  was  accompanied  with  fifteen  hundred  camels, 
loaded  with  rich  stuffs,  gold  brocades,  and  pre- 
cious stones.  The  king  gave  at  the  same  time 
credentials  containing  full  authority  to  conclude 
the  marriage  by  proxy,  and  ending  with  poli- 
tical reflexions  on  the  advantages  which  must 
follow  from  the  future  union  of  the  two  crowns 
upon  one  head ;  for  the  king  of  Khorasan  had 
no  heir  but  the  princess.  The  report  of  this 
embassy  soon  reached  king  Bahrawan,  who 
sent  a  troop  of  cavalry  to  meet  it,  with  all  sorts 
of  provisions,  that  every  expense  on  the  road 
might  be  saved. 

When  the  envoy  of  king  Tigmos  arrived. 
Bahraw&n  received  him  most  graciously,  and 
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immediately  consulted  his    mother   and  h» 
nurse  on  this  important  a£dr  of  state.     *^  Do 
as  pleaaes  thyself/'  said  they ;  and  he  was  per- 
fectly coiitent  with  their  answer.     For  two 
whole  months  he  entertained  the  ambassadot 
and  all  his  attendants  sumptuously.    At  the 
expiration  of  this  time,  he  called  tx)g6ther  the 
ukmas  (doctors  of  the  law)  and  chief  nobles  of 
the  kingdom,  to  celebrate  the  affiancing  by 
proxy  of  his  daug^iter  the  princess ;  and  two 
months  after  that-  the  nuptials  themsdives,  ac- 
companied by  the  most  pompous  rqdicings« 
to<dc  place  in  the  capital  of  the  king,  my  iouther. 
In  due  time  the  queen  was  delivered  of  a  son^ 
and  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  say  to  yoii»  that 
son  was  myself.    The  astrologers  and  magician^ 
were  again  called  together,  and  unanimouriy 
declared  that  thb  son  wotdd  be  eiqposed  to 
great  dangers  when  he  had  attained  his  fifteenth 
year ;  that  they  could  not  determine,  with  cer- 
tainty, whether  he  would  survive*  these  dan- 
gers;  but  diat  if  he  lived,  he  would  become  li 
yet  greater  and  more  powerful  king  than  his 
father.    The  Idng  inmieditttely  provided  far 
the  good  ediKition  of  his'son,  whom  he 
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Jahanshah  ;  and,  when  he  had  reached  the  se- 
venth year  of  his  age,  had  him  instructed  in 
every  branch  of  learning,  as  well  as  in  riding  and 
all  other  manly  exercises,  so  that  he  was  soon, 
through  his  deeds  of  arms,  enrolled  in  the 
number  of  the  brave. 

Prince  Jahanshah,  after  haNing  once,  on 
a  royal  hunting  party,  traversed  wUds  and 
forests,  for  three  days  together,  remarked 
an  antelope  of  extraordinary  beauty,  which 
appeared  at  a  small  distance  from  him,  and 
then  fled  with  great  speed.  He  pursued  it, 
attended  by  seven  of  his  Mamlukes,  till  they 
came  to  the  sea-shore,  where  the  antelope 
cast  itself  into  the  waves.  A  fishing-boat  was 
lying  by  the  shore,  and  the  prince  and  six  of 
his  Mamlukes  leaped  into  it,  while  the  seventh 
remained  behind  to  take  care  of  the  horses. 
The  antelope  swam  a  long  time  before  them, 
till  at  last  they  overtook  it ;  but  by  this  time 
they  had,  without  observing  it,  rowed  so  far 
that  they  were  at  a  vast  distance  from  the 
shore,  and  although  they  did  their  utmost  to 
regain  the  land,  yet  the  night  overtook  them 
on  the  sea,  and  a  violent  gale  arising,  their 


JAHAN8HAH.  145 

fiflliBg.boat  became  the  sport  of  the  winds 
and  waves. 

King  Tlgmos  was  meanwhile  in  great  alarm 
for  the  safety  cS  hk  son,  and  sent  parties 
on  aU  sides  in  searck  of  him.    One  of  these 
parties  met  with  the  Mamlnke  who  had  re- 
mained in  charge  of  th^  horses  :   he  related 
horn  the  prince  had  put  out  to  sea ;  and  the 
long  feU  into  the  deepest  distress.     He  cast 
his  crown  upon  the  earth,  beat  his  face  and 
tore  his  hair,  in  the  excess  of  his  affliction. 
He  caused  letters  to  be  written  to  all  the 
islands,  and  sent  out  more  than  a  hundred 
messengers  to  gain  tidings  of  the  prince. 

The  latter  with  his  companions  was  mean- 
while cast  upon  an  unknown  island;  in  the 
centre  of  this  island  burst  forth  a  spring  of 
water,  to  which  they  repaired.   Here  they  saw 
a  mm  whom  they  saluted,  and  who  answered 
tiiem  in  a  shrill  voice,  resembling  the  notes  of 
a  bird.     He  then  cut  himself  in  twain,  and 
di^ded  himself  in  halves,  one  of  which  went 
to  the  right,  and  another  to  the  left.    A  num- 
ber of  others  then  appeared,  who  as  soon  as 
they  came  to  the  fountain,  like  him  divided 
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it-z  — -jc--. i-5  .-  t^--.  and  in  tl.e  same  mf-ment 

Tt :   -  Jii.^;.-"..Ah  and  his  attendant-^.  Thi'^ 

:  « -i  :-  r.^'.:.  bi:  three  of  them  were  omt 
i^-.2  Lzi  i™7r.e-:Li:c!y  devoured  alive.  v^'hLl^ 
*:e  ::i-;r  tr.--:^  t>cars=<l  with  Jahinshit, 
-II  ■*  "^  :^— ♦  d:~culry  reached  their  l>:«t. 
7' :;  -ifr::  T"  lie  Sea  three  vhole  davs;  and 
•  -  -K  Lz:  ::  :  -re  were  compelled  to  kill  the 
ir~-.  7»e.  A:  lin^nh  they  came  to  a  charm  n^ 
j>  ^  1   :  "T  -rjiic^ic-i  ^ith  fmit  tree?,  and  watered 

;    i  :.: :  -smi    crystal   streams.       JahilnsLih 
:::lzi.j:  :rC  his  crmraniocs  to  examine  it,  m 

-izT  ::  i^icrver  whether  this  i-Ie  also  vas  in- 


-.  ^  » 


r^rrle  cf  the  s»\r.te  nature  as  those 

-.  ::    L^i    sh:-s^    surh  c-  :i    appetites    after 

-c.  r_  ^   th£n?^I\es   in   halves.     He  himself 

-^f-^r^c  1-   the  S:«at-     The  three  Mamlukes 

..  ^-'i  r^-^:-l-y  r:i  all  sides,  ^"ithout  discover- 

^  j^    th.r-c-  ani  met  at  last  in  the  centre  of 

t.::i  .-  u- :  it  1  castle  of  ^hite  marble,  the  in- 

•^.-  ;■-  :^.l^zcs  .--•!  which  were  of  crvstal.     In 

'  * ;  r.'ii.^*  :i  ihe  ca>cle  was  a  beautiful  garden, 

- 1  .3  tJie  cictirne  of  that  a  lake ;  near  this  lake 

<  :*M  X  scr^'rv  tent,  in  which  "wras  to  be  seen  a 

c:i';»>n  lircne  set  with  jewels,  and  surrounded 
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by  a  number  of  scats.  They  beheld,  however, 
no  one;  and  after  having  examined  every  thing 
minutely,  returned  to  report  their  discoveries 
to  the  prince,  who  immediately  left  the  boat, 
and  followed  them  to  this  splendid  castle. 

As  long  as  it  was  light  they  rambled  about 
the   garden,   and  towards  night  withdrew  to 
the  tent,  where  they  sat  upon  the  seats,  the 
prince  himself  reclining  upon  the  throne.  This 
put  him  in  mind  of  that  throne  which  he  had 
perhaps  for  ever  lost.     He  thought  of  his  pa- 
rents and  began  to  weep,  his  Mamlukes  weep- 
ing ^th  him.     On  a  sudden,  they  started  at  a 
piercing  cry,  which  came  from  the  sea-side, 
and  the  next  moment  beheld  a  great  num- 
ber of  apes,    which   dispersed  in  all  direc- 
tions, for  the  island  and  castle  belonged  to 
them.     The  prince  and  his  followers  at  first 
felt  some  alarm,  which  was  soon  dissipated, 
however,  by  the  behaviour  of  the  apes,  who 
threw  themselves  at  the  prince's  feet,  to  offer 
him  their  homage.    They  then  brought  up 
supper  in  vessels  of  gold  and  silver,  and  Ja- 
hftnehih  and  his  companions  sat  down  with 
them.    After  the  table  had  been  removed,  and 
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thanksgiving  said,  Jahanshah«  turning  to  some 
who  appeared  to  exhibit   particular  dignity, 
asked  to  whom  this  island  properly  belonged. 
They  replied,  that  in  former  times  it  belonged 
to  king  Solomon,  who  every  year  came  thither 
for  a  few  days*  pleasure.     "  Now  we  acknow- 
ledge you  for  our  king,  amuse  yourself  as  you 
will,  we  shall  be  your  faithful  subjects."     Ja- 
hanshah  dismissed  them,  and  laid  himself  down 
with  his  three  Mamlukes  around   him.     On 
the  following  morning  came  the  four  ape -mi- 
nisters to  attend  the  council  of  their  new  king, 
and  invited  him  to   review  his  troops,  who 
were  already  drawn  up  for  the  purpose.    They 
brought  forward  enormous  dogs,  bridled  with 
chains    of   steel,    and  which  were    used    bv 
them  in  the  place  of  horses.     Jahanshah  and 
his  Mamlukes  mounted  them,  and  rode  to  the 
sea -side,  where  they  had  left  their  boat ;  but  the 
boat  had  disappeared.     Jahanshah  questioned 
the  apes  upon  this ;  but  they  answered,  that 
they  knew  nothing  of  it,  and  since  he  was  now 
their  king,  it  must  be  all  one  to  him  whether 
the  boat  were  there  or  not,  for  he  would  not 
surely  wish  to  leave  his  faithful  subjects. — 
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*'  Patience!"  said  he,  tttrning  to  his  Mam- 
lukes,  and  they  rode  on  till  they  came  to  a 
very  lolty  moiiiitaia»  which  was  covered  with 
Gooles  (a  sort  of  wood-demons).  *'  Who  are 
these?"  said  Jahanshiih,  "  These  are  our 
mortal  foes,'*  said  they,  "  and  we  have  led  you 
hither  in  order  to  fi^t  them."  Jah&nshih 
was  astonished  at  the  appearance  of  these 
strange  figures.  The  limbs  of  camels,  horses 
and  bulls,  were  united  in  a  horrible  manner  in 
Ihiem. 

Hardly  had  they  perceived  the  apes,  when 
they  descended  from  the  mountain,  and  began 
to  cast  small  but  very  sharp  stones  at  them. 
The  battle  soon  became  general,  and  JahinshlJi 
commanded  his  Mamlukes  to  use  their  bows. 
This  had  the  best  effect ;  part  of  the  Goules 
fell  under  the  showex'  of  arrows,  and  the  rest 
fled  in  great  disorder.     Jah&nshah  pursued 
them,  but  was  stiqpped  at  once  by  the  sight  of 
a  large  table,  on  which  was  an  inscription. 
As  he  had  always  been  eager  to  read  inscrip* 
tions,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  pass  this 
without  so  doing,  and  he  read  as  follows :  — 
''  O  thou  whom  iiate,  when  it  cast  thee  upon 
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this  isle  made  king  of  the  apes,  know  there  are 
but  two  ways  by  which  thou  canst  escape.  The 
road  to  the  east  leads  for  three  months  throueh 
deserts,  full  of  monsters  and  demons,  and  con- 
ducts at  last  to  the  ocean.  The  one  towards 
the  west  requires  four  months'  time,  and  runs 
through  a  valley,  called  the  valley  of  ants. 
Take  this  road,  but  beware  of  the  ants  !  Thou 
wilt  after  that  come  to  a  burning  mountain, 
and  then  to  a  river,  on  the  banks  of  which 
thou  wilt  find  a  town  inhabited  by  Jews  alone. 
This  has  been  written  for  thy  instruction,  by 
Solomon  the  son  of  David."  This  inscription 
caused  a  great  emotion  in  the  prince ;  he  called 
his  Mamlukes,  shewed  them  what  he  had  dis- 
covered, and  then  returned,  surrounded  by  his 
apes,  and  entered  the  castle  in  triumph.  He 
took  great  care  to  let  nothing  transpire,  but  in 
due  time  appointed  a  great  hunting-party,  and 
having  first  lulled  the  watchfulness  of  the  apes 
by  a  festival  of  ten  days*  duration,  took  advan- 
tage of  a  clear  star-light  night,  and  set  out  with 
his  three  Mamlukes  on  the  road  to  the  valley 
of  ants.  On  the  following  morning,  when  the 
apes  awoke  and  missed  their  king,  two  squad- 
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ftms  mounted  on  their  large  dogs  were  dis- 
patched in  pursuit  of  him.     One  took  the 
road  to  the  east,  the  other  to  the  west,  to  the 
valley  of  ants.     These  last,  after  a  short  time, 
overtook  the  prince  and  his  companions,  who, 
although  they  put  themselves  in  a  posture  of 
defence,  must  soon  have  been  overcome,  had 
not  an  army  of  ants,  as  large  as  dogs,  suddenly 
risen   out  of  the  earth.     These  immediately 
attacked  the  apes,  cutting  them   open  with 
their  tusks,  while  they  on  their  side  defended 
themselves  bravely,  and  tore  the  ants  to  pieces, 
and  the  efiiision  <A  blood  on  both  sides  was 
dreadful.    The  three  Mamlukes  defended  them* 
selves  against  both  parties,  sometimes  with  their 
arrovtrs,  at  others  with  their  sabres,  but  yielded  at 
last  to  the  number  of  their  enemies ;  and  Jahan- 
sh&h  now  alone  retreated,  fighting  as  well  as  he 
could,  till  he  reached  a  river,  over  which  he 
swam,  saving  himsdf  thus  from  both  apes 
and  ants,  neither  of  which  could  follow  him. 
When  on  the  other  side  he  began  to  weep  for 
the  loss  of  his  three  brave  followers ;  he  then 
dried  his  clothes,  and  at  length  fell  asleep.    On 
awaking  he  continued  his  journey,  and  travelled 
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several  days  and  nights  with  no  other  suste- 
nance than  the  herbs  and  roots  which  he 
gathered  as  he  went  along.     At  last  he  came 
to  the  burning  mountain,  and  thence  to  the 
rapid  river,  and  the  town  of  the  Jews.     The 
river  had  the  miraculous  property  of  flowing 
all  the  week*  but  being  dry  upon  the  sabbath. 
Jahanshah  waited  therefore  till  the  next  sab- 
bath, and  then  passed  over  dry-shod  to  the 
other  side,  where  the  town  of  the  Jews  lay. 
In  this  town  he  saw  not  in  the  stre^  a  siogle 
creature,  bat  approaching  a  house,  opened  the 
door  and  went  in ;  here  were  a  number  of  people 
sitting  in  a  circle,  of  whom  no  one  spoke  a 
word.     "  I  am  "  said  he  to  them,  "  a  stranger : 
tell  me  then  how  I  must  act  in  this  town.*' 
"  Eat,  drink,  but  speak  not,"  said  they.  Jahan- 
shah sat  down,  ate,  drank  and  slept  till  it  was 
broad  day.    The  master  of  the  house  came  to 
wish  him  good  morning,  and  asked  him  briefly, 
•'Who?   Whence?    Whither?"     He  relied 
almost  as  shortly,  giving  only  his  name,  that 
of  the  isle  whence  he  came,  and  that  of  his 
native  country.     "The  last  name,"  said  the 
Jews,  "we   have   never   heaid   before^   and 
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foa    must  therefore  wait  till  the   arrival  of 
iie  next  caravan."    •'  And  when  comes  the 
caravan?" "Once  a  year."     This  infor- 
mation  caiued  JahanslUlh  fresh  uneasiness, 
and  he  cDoId  not  refrain  from  tears.     "  Weep 
not,  yoong  man/'  said  the  Jews;    "remain 
widi  us  tiD  the  caravan  comes."    He  resigned 
himself  to  his  fdXe,  and  remained  in  the  town 
accordingly,  but  failed  not  every  day  to  go  out 
into  the  surrounding  country  to  see  if  there 
were  any  appearance  of  the  caravan.   One  day, 
'when  he  was  as  usual  going  out  to  walk  in  the 
environs  ctf  the  town,  he  heard  a  public  crier 
say :  "Who  will  earn  a  thousand  dinars,  and 
the  most  beautiful  slave  in  the  world  ?     He 
has  only  to  work  one  single  day  from  morn- 
ing to  ni^t  to  gain  this."    Jah&nshlUi  felt 
stroi^y  inclined  to  accept  this  offer.     It  only 
remained  for  him  to  learn  what  the  wodc 
might  be  which  was  required  of  him.      He 
q^roached  the  crier,  and  said,  "  I  will  make 
the  trial."    The  crier  replied  that  he  must 
follow  him  to  the  house  of  the  person  who 
wanted  the  woric  done,  and  then  conducted 
Jah&nshih  to  a  large  house,  where  he  found 
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an  aged  Jew  sitting  in  a  lar^e  chair  of  ebony. 
"  Here,"  said  the  crier,  "  I  bring  you  a  young 
man  who  ^\t11  undertake  the  work  which  I 
have  for  three  months  cried  in  vain ;  and  I 
am  glad  that  I  at  last  have  found  one  to  fulfil 
your  wishes."  The  Jew  caused  dinner  to  be 
brought  up  immediately ;  after  which,  he  or- 
dered a  bag  with  a  thousand  dinars,  and  a 
female  slave,  a  perfect  model  of  beauty,  to  be 
brought  in.  "  This "  said  he,  "  is  the  price 
which  I  have  agreed  to  pay  for  my  work.  The 
work  itself  you  shall  do  to-morrow."  After 
saying  this  he  betook  himself  to  his  bed-cham- 
ber, Jahanshah  doing  the  same ;  and  in  the 
company  of  the  fair  slave,  with  whom  he  passed 
the  night  very  pleasantly,  finding  no  cause  to 
greet  the  morning  dawn  with  his  tears,  as  he 
had  lately  been  wont  to  do. 

In  the  morning  he  was  led  to  the  bath  by  the 
slaves,  and  then  dad  in  a  silk  robe,  and  con- 
ducted to  their  master.  This  day  passed  in 
pleasure,  and  the  night  like  the  preceding,  and 
thus  it  continued  for  three  days.  On  the 
fourth  Jahanshdh  said  to  the  Jew :  "  I  have  now 
had  pleasure  enough,  let  me  then  be  sent  upon 
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yoor  -work ;  I  am  ready  to  do  what  I  have  un- 
dertaken without  knowing  what  it  may  be.'^ 
The  Jew  caused  two  mules  to  be  brought,  one 
of  which  he  mounted  himself,  and  ordered 
Jahansh&h  to  get  upon  the  other.     They  then 
rode  from  morning  till  about  mid-day,  when 
they  found -themselves  at  the  foot  of  a  lofty 
mountain ;  here  they  alighted,  and  the  Jew, 
^ving  Jahanshah  a  large  knife,  desired  him  to 
staiy  his  mule.     Jahanshllh  did  so,  and  then 
pulled  oflFthe  skin  as  the  Jew  directed.  "Now," 
said  the  Jew,  "  I  wish  you  to  wrap  yourself  in 
the  mule's  skin,  I  will  then  sew  it  tc^ther, 
and  a  bird  will  come  and  carry  you  to  the  sum- 
mit of  this  mountain,  where  you  must  collect 
jewels  for  me.'* 

Although  Jah&nsh&h  felt  some  dislike  to 
this,  yet  since  he  had  promised,  he  determined 
to  do  as  the  Jew  wished.  He  accordingly 
wrapped  himself  in  the  skin  of  the  mule,  which 
the  other  sewed  dose  about  him,  and  the  bird 
immediately  came,  lifted  him  up,  and  bore  him 
to  the  very  top  of  the  mountain,  where  it 
began  to  tear  the  skin  with  its  beak,  thinking 
it  the  body  of  a  dead  mule.    Jahansh&h  now 
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forced  the  skin  aside,  and  thrusting  out  his 
head,  the  frightened  bird  flew  off ;  he  looked 
around  but  no  one  was  to  be  seen.  "  There 
is  no  strength,  nor  power  but  firom  God," 
exclaimed  he,  and  then  began  to  ccdlect  the 
precious  stones,  which  he  found  strewed  is 
great  quantities  on  the  mountain  top.  Having 
gathered  as  many  as  he  could,  he  descendei 
though  slowly,  and  with  imminent  danger,  to 
the  spot  where  he  saw  the  Jew  waiting  for 
him  below.  He  delivered  up  all  the  jewdss 
and  the  Jew  then  mounted  his  mule»  and 
putting  it  to  a  violent  gallop,  withdrew.  The 
unfortunate  Jahandiah  now  shed  more  tears 
than  he  had  all  his  life  before*  and  in  truth  ^ 

he  had  great  cause  to  do  so,  abandoned  as  he 
thus  was,  without  knowing  which  tcmuI  to  take. 
He  returned  towards  the  mountain,  and  for 
two  months  together  he  wandered  amid  the 
defiles  and  passes  of  it*  subsisting  on  such 
herbs  and  roots  as  he  could  find.  At  length 
he  reached  the  end  of  the  mountain,  and  saw 
where  the  pass  of  the  rocks  expanded  itself  into 
a  delightful  valley,  where  the  birds,  the  brooks, 
the  flowers  and  the  fruit»  all  proclaimed  aloud 
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the  benificence  of  the  Ci'eator.  He  entered  this 
valley^  and  drew  near  to  an  immense  pavilion, 
the  top  of  which  seemed  to  reach  to  the  very 
clouds.  At  the  entrance  sat  an  aged  man,  with 
a  shinii^  countenance,  holding  in  one  hand  a 
naaoe  oi  rubies.    Jahanshah  saluted  him,  and 
the  old  man,  desiring  him  to  be  seated,  inquired 
who  he  was,  and  whither  he  was  g<»ng.   These 
questions  renewed  his  sorrows;  bui,  after  taking 
some  r^reshment  to  recruit  bis  strength,  he  re-^ 
lated  his  whde  history  minutely.  The  old  man 
during  this  narration   frequently   manifested 
his  surprise,  and  when  Jahanshah  asked  who 
he  himself  was,  and  to  whom  this  pavilion  be- 
longed, he  answered  thus :  "  This  pavilion  once 
was  owned  by  king  Sol<»non,  who,  as  you  must 
have  heard,  was  monarch  alike  of  men,  genii, 
beasts  and  Infds.     Here  was  his  great  aviary, 
and  I  was  viceroy  over  the  birds,  and  ruled 
than  all.   Solomon  for  that  purpose  instructed 
me  in  their  language  and  reasoning,  and  by  his 
will  was  I  made  their  viceroy.    This  discourse 
would  have  moved  aheart  less  susceptible  than 
th*t  of  Jahanshah,  who  burst  into  tears,  and 


15S  JAHANSHAH. 

a>ked  bv  what  means  he  could  cet  home  ? — 
*•  Mv  son,"  said  the  old  man,  **  if  vou  ^j  from 
hence  alone  vou  will  certainlv  lose  vourself. 
for  vou  are  near  the  mountain  of  Kaf ;  but  if 
vou  will  have  patience  for  a  few  days,  I  will 
en:raje  that  you  shall  get  home  again.     The 
birds  meet  together  in  this  spot  once  a  year, 
partly  to    recal  the  remembrance  of  the  plea- 
sant   days  they  passed   here  in  the    time  or 
Solomon,  and  partly  out  of  respect  to  me,  tbtir 
old  N-ice-king.     The  next  time  they  come  I 
will  recommend  you  to  them,  and  send  you 
home  in  their  care.    In  the  mean  time,  amuse 
yourself  in  this  paNilion."    Jahanshah  followed 
his  adNice,  and  passed  his  time  in  sumptuous 
living  and  in  examining  the  tapestry  of  the 
pavilion,    which    was  all    of    feathers.      The 
day  came  at   laist   on   which  the   birds  were 
to    revisit    their    old   abode,   and    their  for- 
mer master  Nasr,   for  so  was  the    old  man 
named.     He  now  gave  to  Jahanshah  the  keys 
of  all  the  closets,   with  permission   to  open 
all  except  one  sniaU  one,  which,  he  forbade  his 
looking  into,  threatening  him  with  great  mis- 
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fortunes  in  case  of  disobedience.    The  birds 
now  began  to  come  in  great  flocks  to  salute 
Nasr,  and  Jahansh<h  employed  himself  in  the 
tneam  time  in  opening  the  difierent  cabinets. 
He  paused  a  long  while  at  the  door  of  that  which 
he  had  been  by  the  old  man  forbidden  to  enter, 
but  curiosity  at  length  conquered  and  he  opened 
the  door,  which  was  secured  by  a  lock  of  gold, 
and  stepped  in.     Here  he  found  a  large  piece 
of  water,  near  which  was  a  small  pavilion  of 
gold  and  silver,  ornamented  with  all  sorts  of 
precious  stones.     In  the  centre  of  the  pavilion 
was  a  fountain,  surrounded  by  various  kinds  of 
beasts,  sculptured  in  gold,  all  spouting  forth 
water,  which  as  it  fell  gave  forth  such  artful 
sounds,  that  every  one  was  heard  in  its  natural 
tone.    At  once  were  heard  roaring,  mewing, 
howling,  hissing,  neighing,  barking,  and  bellow- 
ing, aU  which,  mingled  with  the  dashing  water, 
produced  a  strange  and  confused  din.     By  the 
fountain  side  stood  a  throne  made  of  one  entire 
ruby,  and  overcanopied  by  a  tent  of  scarlet 
satin.    This  ^nras  where  Solomon  usually  sat 
and  gave  audience  to  the  birds.    The  ground 
of  the  pavilion  was  divided  into  beautiful  par- 
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terres  of  flowers,  exhaline  the  most  delicious 
fragrance.  Beds  of  roses,  jasmines,  and  nar> 
cissuses  were  delightfully  intermingled.  Abo\-e 
hung  the  most  exquisite  fruits,  inviting  the  band 
to  gather  them  ;  the  zephyr  sported  among  the 
branches,  and  the  paths  between  the  flower- 
beds  were  covered  with  emeralds  and  diamonds 
instead  of  gravel.  Jahanshah  was  ravi>hed 
at  the  ^ight  of  so  many  prodigies,  and  after  he 
had  for  a  long  time  feasted  his  eyes  upon  them, 
seated  himself  on  the  throne  of  ruby  beneath 
the  scarlet  satin  tent,  where  soft  sleep  closed 
his  eyelids.  He  slept  upon  the  throne  for 
some  time,  and  on  awaking  saw  three  doves 
beside  the  piece  of  water.  They  began  to  strip 
themselves,  but  when  they  had  cast  aside  their 
feathers,  they  proved  to  be  three  maidens  of  ex- 
quisite beauty !  They  bathed,  and  then  began 
to  sport  and  play  with  each  other  in  the  garden. 
Jahanshah,  who  already  began  to  be  in  love, 
ventured  to  address  them,  and  on  the  youngest 
saying  their  visit  thither  was  for  amusement 
only,  expressed  his  hope  of  her  compassion. 

"  Entertain  no  such   ideas/'   replied  she, 
"  on  such  subjects  speak  not  to  us."     This 
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batsh  and  imftivoQrabie  answer  pressed  tears 
from  his  ejfes,  and  he  exdaimed  in  verse : 

"  I  foundin  a  garden  among  the  verdure,  a 
maiden  vidi -flowing  hair. 

"  I  aabed  her  name.    '  I  am/  she  replied, 
. '  the  maiden  who  casts  the  hearts  ot  her  lovers 
amid  Rowing  brands/ 

"  I  tamed  complaining  towards  her.  '  You 
address  yourself/  said  she,  '  to  the  rugged 
rock/ 

"  '  Ah !'  returned  I, '  though  your  heart  be 
l>ock«  yet  will  I  not  despair  to  shdce  my  burning 
thirst,  for  Heaven  causeth  water  to  spring 
fraOi  the  rock  itself/  " 

Tbe  maidens  laughed  at  these  verses,  and 
wore  much  amused  by  the  subject.  They  ate 
some  frttit»  redined  on  the  edge  of  the  water, 
and  fell  asleep.  On  the  followii^  morning, 
they  again  put  on  their  vests  of  feathers,  and 
vaniiiMd  friom  the  eyes  irf'  tbe  'disconsolate 
Jdifodith* 

The  old  man  was  in  the  mean  time  seeking 
him,  in  order  to  recommend  him  to  tibe  care 
of  dioee  birds,  whom  he  wished  to  i^point  as 
his  escort.    On  not  readily  finding  him,  he 
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ciiess^d  immediately  that  the  prince  had  dis- 
obeyed his  commands,  and  opened  the  for- 
bidden door.  He  hastened  thither,  and  founU 
him  stretched  like  one  dead  upon  the  throne. 
Xasr  took  water  in  his  hand  from  the  basin, 
and  sprinkled  it  upon  his  face  to  recall  him  to 
bimsoll  again.  Jcdianshah  revived  and  looked 
around  him;  he  saw  himself  alone  with  the 
Shaikh,  and  the  fire  of  his  love  breathed  forth 
in  the  following  verses  : — 

*'  A  beauty  of  heavenly  form  has  stolen  my 
heart.  Her  vermihon  Ups  excite  envy  in  the 
ruby,  and  her  black  hair  veils  the  dazzling 
whiteness  of  her  neck.  Her  eye-brows  dart 
arrows,  which  strike  and  wound  afar.  O  sur- 
passing beauty  !  O  lovely  form,  eclipsing:  those 
of  India  itseh  I"  *'  Ah  my  son/'  said  the  old 
man,  **  did  I  not  forbid  you  to  open  this  door  ? 
Did  I  not  forewarn  you  that  misfortune  would 
attend  you  if  you  did  ?  but  you  have  not  at- 
tended to  me.  Now  then,  say  what  has  hap- 
pened since  you  came  hither :  I  shall  then  see 
whether  there  be  any  remedy  for  your  mis- 
fortune." Jahanshah  then  related  his  adven- 
ture with  the  maidens.    "  They  are,"  said  the 
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<dd  man,  "  Peris,  who  come  hither  once  a 
year  to  amuse  themselves,  and  then  return 
home  immediately."'     "  And  where  is  their 
home/'  asked  Jahanshah.      "  That  I  know 
not«**  replied  Shaikh  Nasr,  "  but  let  us  not 
now^  talk  about  that,  but  about  your  depar- 
ture.    Prepare  at  once  for  your  journey,  I  am 
about  to  introduce  you  to  the  birds,  who  will 
a<!Company  you.''     "  Ah,  heaven !"  exclaimed 
the  prince  in  great  emotion,  "  it  is  utterly 
impossible  for  me  to  return  home  without 
seeing  again  these  three  maidens.     I  must  at 
least  see  her  again  who  has  thus  excited  my 
love ;  I  must  behold  her  countenance  again,  even 
though  it  be  but  once  a  year.     Would  to  hea- 
ven !"  cried  he,  "  that  the  love  of  man  were 
not  thus  easily  in&med :  that  we  were  not  thus 
susceptible.     Were  my  heart  not  thus  con- 
sumed by  the  fire  of  love,  the  tears  would  not 
thus  bedew  my  cheeks.     My  heart  day  and 
night  practises  patience,  and  my  love  day  and 
night  is  thrown  in  the  flames.*' 

Jahanshah  then  cast  himself  at  the  old 
man's  feet,  wetted  them  with  his  tears,  and 
besought  him  to  have  compassion    on  him. 
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"  My  son,"  replied  he,  "  I  swear  to  thee  that 
1    know  nothing  of  these    maidens,   neither 
whence   thev  come,    nor  whither   they   go ; 
but  if  indeed  thy  fate  now  depends  upon  it,  I 
know  no  better  advice  to  give  you,  than  lo 
recommend  you  to  wait  till  next  year,  when 
they   will    undoubtedly  return    again ;    then 
hide  yourself  under  one  of  the  trees  in  this 
garden,   and    when    they  have  plunged  into 
the  basin  to  bathe,  lose  not  a  moment,  but 
seize  their  dothes.     When  they  perceive  this, 
they  will  not  fail    to  give    you   many  fair 
words,  and  to  importune  you  to  give  them 
their  vests  again ;  if  you  are  prevailed  upon, 
farewell  maidens !    never  will  you  see  them 
more.      Refuse  them  inflexibly  till   I   come 
from  my  interview  with  the  birds,  and  then  I 
will  endeavour  to  manage  the  Bfhir,  so  as  to 
send  youhonde  with  the  owe  you  love.** 

These  words  were  balsam  to  the  heart  of 
Jahanshah.  The  time  again  approached  for 
the  meeting  of  the  birds,  and  Shaikh  Nasr 
went  to  meet  them,  failing  not  to  impress  his 
advice  once  more  upon  Jahanshah,  who  be- 
took himself  to  the  pavilion  in  the  garden,  and 


JAHAN8HAH.  165 

passed  there  several  days  in  all  the  tortures  of 
expectation,  givio^  himself  np  wholly  to  the 
violence  of  his  passion. 

At  length  he  heard  a  great  noise  of  the 
flapping  of.  wings.     It  was  three  doves,  as 
large  as  ea^es :  they  settled  on  the  brink  of 
the  hasin ;  then  cast  aside  their  vests  of  fea- 
thers, and  entering  the  water,  began  to  sport 
with  each  other  amoi^  the  waves :    "  My 
sister/'  said  one,  "  What !  if  there  should  be 
any  one  in  the  pavilion  now  that  can  see  us !" 
"  What  a  strange  fancy,"  replied  one  of  the 
others,  "  is  it  not  the  pavilion  of  Solomon, 
which  no  one  among  either  genii  or  men  has 
dwelt  in  since  his  time?"    At  these  words 
they  laughed,  joked  with  each  other,    and 
played  various  frolics  in  the  water,  from  amid 
which  they  shone  fortht  like. three  moons  re- 
flected on  the  waves.    Jah&nsh&h^  wha  watch- 
ed every  motion,    and.  particularly  marked 
where  each  had  laid  her  vest,  now  darted  out 
Uke  lightning,  and  seized  that  of  the  youngest, 
with  whom  he  was  so  deeply  in  love.    He 
then  addressed  them  :   "  Fair  ones,  it  would 
afford  me  great  delight  to  converse  awhile  with 
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you." — "  With  pleasure,"    said  the  maidrii, 
who  was  called  '*  Shems  '  (the  sun'  ;  but  give 
me  first  my  vest  aeain.     You  will  not  refuse 
me  that  favour,  li^ht  of  mv  eyes  !    Jov  nf  mv 
heart,  eive  it  hither,  that   I  may  dnthe  mv- 
self,  and  then  come  to  converse  with  you/' — 
"  No,  my  princess  !  that  cannot  be  done,  till 
Shaikh  Nasr  comes." — "Well then,"  said  she. 
'*  if  you  persist  in  refusing  me  my  vest,  at 
least  remove  a  little,  that  my  sisters  may  leave 
the  water  and  dress  themselves,  and  ^Ive  me 
something  with  which   I    may  cover  nivsei! 
also." — **  I  obey  vou,"  said  Jahanshali,  and 
returning  to  the  paN-ilion,  sat  down  upon  the 
throne.     The  two  maidens  clothed  themselves, 
and  gave  to  their  sister  Shems  a  few  feathers 
to  cover  herself  a  little.   They  then  proceeded 
to  the  pavilion,  where  they  sat  by  the  side  of 
Jahanshah,  who  almost  swooned  with  dclieht 
at  the  sweetness  and  fondness  which  the  mis- 
tress of  his  heart  displayed  in  her  behaviour 
to  him. 

"  Ah.  poor  youth  !"  said  she,  "  could  I 
have  foreseen  that  I  should  inspire  in  you  such 
love  for  me,   I  would  not  have  laid  aside  my 
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^\-c  his  amen.     Several  days  passed  in  ban- 
quets, and  in  festive  enjoyment ;  and  Shens 
herself  was  the  first  to  propose  to  return  to 
Kabul,  that  their  marriage  might  be  duly  ce- 
lebrated there.     Jahanshah  requested  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Shaikh,  and  his  opinion  whether 
Shems  should  have  her  vest  retiimed.      He 
recommended  that  it  should  be  given  to  her 
a^ain,  and  the  vest  of  feathers  was  restored 
accordinelv.     "  Now,"  said  Shems  to  Jahan- 
f^tah,  "you  must  mount  upon  my  back  and 
hold    me  fast :    we  have  a  long  journey  to 
make  through  the  sky."     The  Shaikh  gave  him 
a  plan  of  the  road  to  Kabul ;  and  Shems»  tak- 
ing leave  of  her  sisters,  charged  them  to  ex- 
culpate her  with  her  parents,  and  then  darted 
through  the  air,  like  a  flash  of  lightning,  with 
her  lover  Jahanshah  upon  her  back.     After 
flying  thus  for  the  space  of  a  day.  Shems  ob- 
served a  vale  shaded  by  verdant  groves,  and 
watered  bv  innumerable  rivulets.     "  Shall  we 
pass  the  night  here?*'   said  she  to  Jahlm^bah. 
•*  As  is  agreeable  to  jrou,"  returned  he.  Shems 
directed  her   flight    downward ;    the   prince 
aliehted.  kiGsed  her  forehead,   and  sut  dow* 
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f€lf  remaining  where  they  were,  and  pa^^w 
the  ni^t  under  the  clear  canopy  of  Heaven. 
The  Mamlukes  hastened  to  carry  this  joyrul 
news  to  king  Tigmos,  who  was  so  ravished  at 
their  information,  that  he  ordered  his  viner  to 
bestow  a  vest  of   honoor,  worth  a  thousand 
dinars,  upon  each  of  them.      **  And  is  my  son 
in  health  ?"  said  he  to  them.     "  He  is,"  re- 
plied they,  "  and  apparently  in  happiness  also, 
ha\in2  a  beauty  with  him,  whom  he  seems  to 
have  brought  from  Paradise."     King  Tigmos, 
enrapt\ired  at  all  he  heard,  caused  the  cymbak 
to  sound,  and  made  the  Fetom  of  his  beloved 
son  known  to  the  whole  city.     He  then  went 
out  at  the  head  of  all  his  guards,  and  attended 
bv  all  the  ereat  lords  of  the  kingdoiiis  to  meet 
him.     The  king  aad  the  prince  shed  tears  of 
jov.  when  they  embraced  each  other  again. 
for  the  first  time,  after  so  long  a  separation. 
Tbe  Tt>Tal  music  played  the  i^ost  lively  airs, 
and  the  prince  made,  as  it  were,  a  triumphal 
eotTT  into  the  town.     A  tent  of  red  satin  was 
elected  for  Shems.  in  which  she  received  in 
all  doe  form  the  visit  of.  the  king  and  the 
prince.    The  king  requested  his  son  to  relate 
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country,  to  build  the  palace  which  Shems  had 
asked  of  him ;  and  as  the  happiness  of  the 
prince  depended  upon  the  vest  of  feathers,  they 
enclosed  it  in  a  golden  box,  which  was  laid  be- 
neath the  foundation  stone.     Jahanshah  fear- 
ing that  Shems  might  make  use  of  it  to  leave 
him,  had  concealed  it  carefully  from  the  mo- 
ment of  her  last  putting  it  oflF.     The  place  in 
which  it  was  now  hidden  was  intended  to  re- 
main a  secret  to  her,  yet  she  had  not  been  long 
in  the  palace  before  she  discovered  that  it  was 
somewhere  there  concealed.     During  the  day 
she  dissembled,  but  arose  in  the  night,  and 
went  straight  to  the  column,  beneath  which 
the  golden  chest  was  buried.     She  dug  it  up, 
put  on  her  vest  again,  ascended  the  roof  of  the 
palace,  and  clapped  her  hands  aloud  to  awaken 
the  prince.     "  What  is  this  ?"  said  he,  rubbii^ 
his  eyes.     "  Nothing,  my  fnend/'  replied  she. 
"  Delight  of  my  eyes  !  treasure  of  my  soul !     I 
love  thee,  with  all  my  heart.     I  have  followed 
thee  to  thy  native  land,  to  see  thy  father  and 
thy  mother.     If  thy  love  to   me  be  equally 
great,   then   seek  thou  me  in  the   Castk  of 
Jewels !" 
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Saying  this,  she  flew  away ;  and  Jahdnshih 
fell  senseless  on  the  ground.  King  Tigmos  was 
inunediately  informed  of  what  had  happened. 
He  lamented  the  fate  of  his  son,  and  hastening 
to  him,  sprinkled  rose-water  on  his  face,  say- 
ing, "  Courage  my  dear  son !  we  will  cause  all 
inquiry  to  be  made,  and  shall  no  doubt  soon 
find  some  merchant  or  traveller  who  can  give 
us  an  account  of  theCastle  of  Jewels,  where 
ve  will  then  go  in  search  of  the  princess 
Shems," 

A  general  meeting  of  all  the  merchants,  tra- 
vellers and  foreigners  in  the  city  was  immedi- 
ately called ;  but  not  one  of  them  knew  aught 
of  the  Castle  of  Jewels.  Emissaries  were  then 
sent  in  all  directions,  to  gather  information ; 
for  two  whole  months  did  they  go  through  the 
neighbouring  towns,  islands,  and  kingdoms* 
without  discovering  the  smallest  trace,  or  get- 
ting the  slightest  information  of  it.  The  king, 
deeply  grieved  at  this  ill  success,  repaired  to  his 
son,  to  inform  him  that  all  inquiries  had  been 
fruitless.  He  found  him  surrounded  by  a  great 
number  of  skilful  musicians,  who  had  been  em^ 
ployed  to  dissipate  hb  painful  melancholy.  The 
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king  exerted  all  the  power  of  reason  vith  him, 
but  every  effort  to  subdue  his  passion  ^ds  ld 
vain. 

Just  at  this  time  there  was  a  powerful  king 
reigiiing  in  India,  who  was  a  worshipper  of  the 
sun,  and  was  named  Kasid.  He  had  a  thou- 
sand men  under  his  command,  each  of  vhom 
led  a  thousand  others. 

This  king  Kasid  was  the  enemy  of  Tuauos, 
and  judged  that  now,  while  the  parental  con- 
cern of  the  king  of  Kabul  made  him  neelect 
for  a  moment  the  affairs  of  the  state,  there  was 
a  favourable  opportunity  for  gratifying  his  an- 
cient hatred.  He  called  his  counsellors  to- 
gether. "  Have  you  forgotten,"  said  he,  "  that 
my  fiather  and  my  brother  fell  beneath  the 
sword  of  Tigmos?  Who  is  there  among  yon. 
who  has  not  yet  to  take  revenge  on  him  for 
some  relative  slain,  or  property  spoiled?  His 
anxiety  for  his  son  makes  him  at  this  mo- 
ment neglect  the  defence  of  his  kingdom :  his 
frontiers  are  unguarded,  his  troops  dispersed  in 
various  quarters ;  let  us  seize  then  this  favour- 
able opportunity  for  taking  oar  revenge/* 
"  Yes,  let  us  take  advantage  of  the  moment/' 
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cidaimed  dl,  with  one  voices  and  leh  the  cio\ni<- 
cil  to  mount  their  horses.  In  less  than  a  week, 
a  nmnerons  army  was  on  the  borders  of  Kabiil* 
King  T%mo6  was  highly  exasperated,  when  he 
heard  that  his  erud  enemy  m^na^  his  domi^ 
nions,  and  was  ah'eady  approaching.  He  levied 
a  great  anny,  with  all  possible  speed,  and  en« 
camped  in  the  valiey  of  fioHv^rs,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Kab6}.  He  then  wrote  to  king 
Kasid  the  following  letter:-— 

"  You  hate  acted  basely,  and  unlike  a  king,  in 
coming  thus  to  ]dunder  my  kingdom  and  slay 
my  subjects.  Return,  or  you  will  find  it  a 
serious  undertaking.^' 

He  sent  this  by  one  of  his  officers,  who 
proceeded  directly  to  a  large  tent  of  crimson 
sadn,  erected  upon  a  rising  ^ound,  and  observ- 
able at  a  great  distance.  He  judged  rightly, 
that  this  was  the  tent  of  king  Kaad.  He 
found  him  surrounded  by  his  generals,  minis- 
ters and  whole  court.  The  answer  he  received 
was  brief :  "  Know,  king  T%mos/'  wrote  Kasid, 
"  that  I  wiU  utterly  destroy  your  towns,  slay 
your  people,  and  lay  waste  your  country :  thus 
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the  bw  of  honour,  that  is  the  law  of  revenze, 
ronunaEds."  This  reply  exceedingly  irritated 
kini:  J^^os,  He  ordered  his  vizier,  Ain- 
sar,  to  collect  all  the  cavcdry.  and  attempt  to 
surpnse  the  enemy.  Kasid  had  on  his  side 
jiven  the  same  order  toGatrefsm,  his  vizier, 
arid  the  two  dixisions  under  the  two  \iziers 
met  in  the  darkness  of  the  night.  The  contest 
was  severe,  the  slaughter  prodigious,  and  tl^ 
morning  da\i-n  shone  upon  the  defeat  of  Ga- 
tretan.  Ainsar  returned  to  the  camp  of  his 
master  with  kettle-drums  beating  and  trum- 
pets sounding.  Kasid  wsls  almost  frantic  at 
the  event  of  this  first  affair,  and  in  persoa 
put  his  whole  army  in  order  of  batde: 
Tkmos  did  the  same.  On  either  side  there 
were  ten  lines,  each  of  ten  thousand  men ; 
the  earth  shook  beneath  the  stamping  of  their 
horses*  feet,  and  the  sky  trembled  with  their 
neighings,  with  the  clang  of  the  cymbals  and  the 
sound  of  the  trumpets,  with  the  dash  of  arms, 
and  the  war-cries  of  the  soldiers.  The  batde 
was  fearful,  the  victory  undecided,  and  the  loss 
on  each  side  about  equaL     The  two  kings  re- 
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J  tired,  put  their  armies  again 
passed  the  o^t  on  the  field  ol 
open  air. 
On  the  following  morning  Kb 
the  vfai^e  line  of  his  troops,  an 
"  Is  then  no  one  among  my  so 
fight  in  closed  lists,  and  display 
the  combat  of  man  to  man." 
gigantic  stature,  who  rode  upoi 
leaped  from  its  back,  kissed  the  e 
feet  of  the  king,  and  said :  "  I  am 
zoajesty  seeks."  When  Tigmoa 
challenge,  he  also  cried  aloud  i 
hia  aimj :  "  Now  my  warrion 
yon  will  make  this  giant  d 
measure  the  earth?"  "I  an 
horseman,  who  alighted  and  thr 
tb«  ground  to  kiss  the  feet  of  th 
ing  re-mounted  his  horse,  he 
sieek  the  gigantic  Barkik.  "Vf 
cried  the  latter,  "  who  dare  to 
me  and  brave  the  strei^th 
"I  am,"  replied  the  champion  a 
"  Gadankar  the  brave,  renowne 
in  war."  "  It  is  true,"  rqoini 
i& 
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once  heard  thee  spoken  of,  but  cow  look  to 
thyself,  Mr.  Gadankar."  At  these  words  G^- 
ankar  lifted  the  steel  mace  which  hung  at  his 
saddle-bow,  and  BaHcik  drew  a  huee  scimitar. 
After  many  blows  and  cuts  riven,  receiwd 
and  parried.  Barkfk  sunk  under  the  strokes  of 
Gadankar.  But  the  triumph  of  Gadankar 
lasted  not  Ions:.  A  horseman  of  the  army  ol 
king  Kasid  approached  him  at  foS  gallop :  "  I 
will  reward  thee  for  slaying  my  cousin,"  cried 
he,  letdng  fly  an  arrow,  which  pierced  ^roogh 
the  r^hl  thigh  of  Gadankar,  who,  in  ^ite  ci 
his  wound,  hastened  off  the  fidd.  The  batde 
then  became  general.  The  trumpets  sounded, 
the  horses  neighed,  the  lances  shivered,  the 
dust  that  arose  changed  day  into  n^ht,  the 
blood  flowed,  and  the  battle  lasted  three  whole 
days,  victory  remaining  even  then  undecided. 
Kasid  BOW  fortunately  recollected  a  certain 
kingKanun,  who  was  his  cousin  by  the  mother's 
side.  He  wrote  to  him,  soliciting  his  aid, 
and  Kanun  set  out  on  his  mardi  immediately. 
King  T^os,  wno  was  sitting  in  the  front  of 
his  tient,  looking  at  no  point  in  particultr,  ob> 
aerred  a  small  dcud  rising  on  the  verge  of  the 
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omon,  ^hich  doon  proved  W  be  the  dost 
ising  from  the  march  of  a  hcrge  body  of 
oops,  and  through  which  could  be  teen  the 
jittering  of  swords,  and  waving  of  iteven 
lafge  flagG^  It  was  king  Kanun,  who  had 
arriyed  at  the  camp  of  his  kinsman  Ka^ld. 

Btit  we  will  now  leave  these  armies,  drawn 
fip  against  each  other,  in  order  to  see  what 
was  pamng  with  Jah&nshifa« 

Not  having  been  able  to  procure  any  infor- 
mation whatever  of  the  Castle  of  Jewels,  he 
determined  at  length  to  go  in  quest  of  it  him- 
self, and  with  this  design  returned  to  the  city 
of  the  Jews,  from  thence  betaking  himself  to 
the  mountain*  where  he  ^nd  the  large  bird 
which  had  before  carried  him  to  the  summit 
in  the  mule-skin.  "  Kind  bird,"  said  he  to 
him,  '*  do  me  the  fiivour  to  carry  me  to  the 
[dace  where  thy  ftither  and  mother  live/' 
••  WilKngly.-  replied  the  bird ;  "  I  understand 
your  meaning,  and  consent."  He  allowed 
JahanshUh  to  mount  on  his  back,  and  for 
seven  days  and  nights  together  flew  on  with 
him,  setting  him  down  at  last  on  the  top  of 
a  mountain  where  Jahdnsh&h  could  with  diifi* 
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culty  look  about  him.  so  dazzled  iras  he  by 
the  glitter  that  surrounded  him. 

This  splendour  came  from  a  castle  of  rubies, 
with  a  thousand  towers  of  rock-crystal,  found 
at  the  bottom  of  the  dark  sea.     The  palaces 
within  it  were,  some  of  emerald,  some  of  sap- 
phire, some  of  amethyst,  some  of  topaz,  or 
other  precious  stones ;  and  thence  was  it  called 
the  Castle  of  Jewels.      It  belonged  to  king 
Shehlan,  the  father  of  the  three  princesses  in 
doves'   feathers.     Shems  had  related  her  ad- 
ventures to  her  father ;  and  he,  as  well  as  his 
wife,  had  severely  condenmed  the  conduct  of 
their  daughter,  in  abandoning  her  affectionate 
husband,  who  would  certainly  die  for  love  of 
her ;  they  even  advised  her  to  return  to  him. 
"  Ah,"  said  she,  "  if  he  love  me  as  he  should* 
it  will  not  be  long  ere  we  shall  see  him  here, 
since  I  proposed  to  him  the  meeting  again  at 
our  castle."     From  that  moment  king  Sheh- 
lan had  appointed  a  guard  upon  the  mountain, 
ID  order,  if  the  traveller  came  thitlier,  to  bring 
kim  to  the  castle.     One  of  the  geniL  named 
«Hun»  was  charged  with  this  commission.     He 
^n^Aoraed  the  prince^  gave  him  the  dd^htfol 
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tidixigB  that  he  would  find  his  wife  again,  and 
bastened  to  announce  his  arrival  at  the  castle. 
Tlie  king  of  the  genii  had  great  pleasure  in 
healing  this.    He  commanded  his  whole  court 
to  mount  their  horses,  and  rode  forth  at  their 
head  to  meet  his  son-in-law,  whom  lie  em- 
loraoed  tenderly.    He  caused  him  to  be  clothed 
in  a  superb  dress  of  honour,  placed  on  his  head 
a  crown  made  of  one  entire  diamond,  and  per- 
mitted him  to  ride  by  his  side.   They  ali^ted 
at  the  entrance  of  the  palace,  where  they  were 
received  by  the  queen,  the  mother  of  Shems. 
**  Let  your  eyes  rejoice,  and  your  heart  expand, 
my  beloved  son,"  said  she  to  him,  "  you  are 
now  at  the  summit  of  your  wishes." 

*  Prince  Jah&nsh&h,  dazzled  with  the  jewels^ 
tlie  lustre  of  which  eclipsed  the  brightness  of 
the  sun,  could  hardly  open  his  eyes.  He  wept 
for  joy.  A  crowd  of  youthful  beauties  met 
him  at  the  gate  of  the  harem,  and  accompa- 
nied him  within.  Here  all  was  pleasure  with 
him,  while  his  father^  long  T%mos,  was  mudi 
disturbed  when  he  saw  the  reinforcement  which 
had  entered  the  camp  of  Kasad,  who  now,  hj 
the  superior  number  of  his  troops,  seemed 
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about  to  o\'er«rhelm  him.  Bat  let  it  20  a* 
it  ^-ill  with  him,  we  must  not  foi^et  Jahin- 
siiah  in  the  harem,  where  he  again  found  hi« 
beloved  bride,  the  princess  Shems.  He  bad 
already  passed  some  weeks  there,  when  be  be- 
thou^iht  him  of  his  father,  and  was  anxious  to 
hive  intelligence  of  him.  He  then,  for  the  fir^ 
time,  learned  that  he  was  at  war  with  his  im- 
placable foe,  Kasid.  "  Bring  me  my  horse," 
cried  he,  "  I  must  hasten  to  aid  my  father." 
He  ordered  a  thousand  troopers  to  mount,  and 
put  himself  at  their  head.  After  they  had  been 
upon  their  march  for  some  days,  his  love  for 
Shems,  however,  suddenly  surmounted  his  love 
for  his  father  ;  while,  on  the  other  side,  beins 
ashamed  to  lead  back  his  troops,  he  abandoned 
them  during  the  night,  in  order  to  retrace 
the  road  to  the  Castle  of  Jewels.  When  the 
soldiers  awoke  in  the  morning,  and  found  him 
not,  they  supposed  he  had  hastened  on  before 
them,  and  came  in  great  speed  to  king  Tigmos. 
Despair  seized  the  soul  of  the  king,  when  he 
heard  that  his  son  had  disappeared ;  and  he 
cast  his  crown  upon  the  earth  in  sorrow  and 
distress.     "  Have  patience,  sire  !"  said  his  mi- 
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nisters*  "  patience  is  the  key  of  content." 
"  Well/'  retamed  he,  "  patience  then ;  we  will 
shut  ourselves  op  in  onr  capital,  for  it  is  im- 
possible to  make  head  against  the  enemy  any 
longer  in  the  field."  He  accordingly,  with 
ti^e  remainder  of  his, army,  took  refuge  in  Kh- 
bill,  of  which  Kasfd  immediately  began  the 
si^e.  Every  month  he  regularly  attempted 
t:o  storm  the  city  for  seven  days  and  seven 
z^ights;  the  siege  itself  lasted  seven  whole 
years,  during  which,  e%hty-four  assaults  were 
Txiade,  without  reckoning  the  sallies  of  the  be- 

Jahanshah  bad,  on  his  part,  missed  his  way, 

aind  could  not  again  find  the  road  to  the  Castle 

€>f  Jewds.    He  passed  through  many  countries 

in  this  fruitless  search ;  but  seeing,  at  last,  the 

impossibiUty  of  getting  any  information  of  it, 

lie  determined  to  seek  once  more  the  town  of 

^he  Jews.    He  was  at  this  time  on  the  borders 

of  the  east,  where  he  was  advised  to  travel  with 

the  caravan.      "It  goes,"  said  they,   "from 

hence  to  India,  from  thence  to  Khor&san; 

then  to  IfSk,  from  thence  to  the  town  of  the 

Jews;  you  hove  a  journey  of  fifteen  months 
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to  make."  He  set  out  with  it ;  and,  during  tlic 
whole  journey,  tried  in  vain  to  procure  >ome  in- 
telligence of  the  Castle  of  Jewels.  No  one 
could  give  him  any.  He  airrived,  at  length,  at 
the  Jews*  town,  standing  on  the  river  which 
was  dry  every  sabbath.  Here  he  was  at  home 
aeain.  He  heard  the  same  crier  offer  a  thou- 
sand  din«irs  and  a  beautiful  slave,  to  any  one 
who  would  work  one  whole  day  for  his  master. 
Nothing  could  have  smted  Jahanshah  better. 
He  was  led  to  the  mountain  as  he  was  be- 
fore, and  thence  set  out  for  the  pavilion  of 
Solomon  and  Shaikh  Nasr,  the  viceroy  of 
the  birds,  whom  he  determined  to  consult  in 
his  present  embarrassment.  He  travelled,  as  he 
had  done  the  first  time,  for  several  months  toee- 
ther,  over  deserts  and  barren  mountains,  where 
he  saw  nothing  but  the  grass  of  the  fields  and 
birds,  and  where  he  did  nothing  but  weep. 
He  found  the  old  man  s^n  at  the  entrance  of 
the  pavilion,  recounted  to  him  his  sad  adven- 
tures, and  implored  him  to  tell  where  the  Castle 
of  Jewels  lay.  "  I  know  nothing  of  it,"  said 
Nasr,  "  I  swear  to  you  by  my  master  Solomon, 
the  son  of  David ;  but  wait  till  the  birds  come 
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I  io  piy  me  their  anoual  visit,  they  may  perhaj 
I  knov  somethbg  of  it."  This  a  little  encou 
rag«l  the  disconsolate  prince ;  and  he  calml 
an'ajced  the  coming  of  the  birds.  In  due  tim 
ihey  came  as  usual,  division  after  division,  t 
pay  their  respects  to  their  vice -king.  He  re 
quested  some  information  &om  them  of  th 
Oastle  of  Jewels;  but  they  also  swore  by  So 
lomontheyhadneverheardofit.  "AtthisraU 
nriy  poor  youth,  I  iinow  nothing  better  tha 
you  can  do,"  said  the  Shaikh,  "thantopermj 
yourself  to  be  carried  back  to  Kabul;  and  h 
cliarged  forthwith  a  huge  bird  to  carry  hie 
thither,  giving  him  at  the  same  time  a  plan  c 
the  road.  They  had  already  gone  a  great  pai 
of  the  way  thither,  when  the  bird  wishing  t 
look  at  the  [Jan,  to  see  how  to  direct  his  flight 
it  fell  from  his  beak  into  the  sea.  Not  know 
ing  any  longer  which  way  to  take,  he  descendei 
on  the  nearest  land,  which  chanced  to  be  thi 
residence  d  the  vice-kii^  of  the  quadrupeds 
The  bird  here  got  every  necessary  direction 
but  now  that  Jah^ah&h  had  alighted  upoi 
earth,  he  had  no  desire  to  fly  again.  "  Leav 
xne  to  die  here,"  saidhe,  "  I  feel  no  incUoatioj 


186  JAHANSHAH. 

to  return  to  my  native  land."     Sh<ib  Bediis, 
the  vice -king  of  the  quadrupeds,  whom  be  ruled 
in  the  name  of  Solomon,  requested  to  hear  the 
adventures  of  the  prince,  and  was  much  sur- 
prised at  the  narrative.     "*  I  si*ear  to  yon,* 
said  he  at  last,  *'  that  I  have  never  hetrd  uf 
the  Castle  of  Jewels,  but  we  must  not  on  that 
account  give  up  the  hope  of  getting  kncvledge 
of  it.     Here  are  tables  containing  a  grammar 
and  dictionary  of  the  language  of  the  quadni- 
ped>,  study  it,  that  you  may  the  better  inter- 
rogate them  when  they  come  to  pay  their  an- 
nual court  to  me."     The  beasts,  as  thev  were 
wont  to  do,  came  to  pay  their  respects  to  the 
Shah,  but  neither  could  they  give  any  informa- 
tion of  the  Castle  of  Jewels.     Jahanshah  was 
quite  inconsolable,  but  Shah  Bedui  desired  him 
to  dry  up  his  tears,  and  told  him  that  his  elder 
brother,  who  was  a  very  powerful  king  of  the 
genii,  and  had  even  ventured  once  to  rebel 
against  Solomon,  would  probably  be  able  to 
give  him  a  better  account.    He  gave  him  then 
a  letter  of  introduction,  mounted  him  on  a 
huge  beast,  and  sent  him  to  his  brother,  king 
Shimir.     This  monarch  also  heard  the  history 
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also  requested  to  hear  the  whole  history  of  Ja- 
hanshah,  and  when  it  was  ended,  said  :  "  This 
is  wonderful,  mv  child  !  most  wonderful !   Ne-  i 

ver  in  my  life  before  have  I  heard  of  this  Cafde 
of  Jewels,  though  I  was  living  in  the  days  (rf 
Noah,  and  ruled,  till  the  time  of  Solomon, 
over    beaists,   birds  and  genii ;   but   wait  till 
their  general  assembly  here  on  their  annual 
\isit  to  me,  and  then  by  diligent  inquiry  we 
may  perhaps  learn  something  of  this  castle. 
The  day  came,  and  the  hermit  and  Jahansbah 
over»'helmed  the  meeting  with  questions,  bat 
yet  no  one  knew  any  thing  of  the  Castle  of 
Jewels.      Jahanshah  wept  still  more  bitterly, 
and  abandoned  himself  to  despair.     One  day, 
while  sitting  by  the  hermit's  side,  behold  a 
bird  came,  black  and  of  immense  size,  which 
cast  itself  at  the  feet  of  the  recluse.    The  first 
question  they  put  to  this  bird  was,  whether  he 
knew  the  Castle  of  Jewels.    "  I  was  born  upon 
the  crystal  mountain,  behind  the  mountain  of 
Kaf."  said  the  bird.  "  I  and  my  little  brothers 
were  just  out  of  our  ^gs,  and  our  father  and 
mother  had  daily  to  seek  food  for  us,  when 
they  were  once  absent  seven  whole  days,  and 
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we   'were  nearly  starved  to  death.      On  the 
eighth  day  they  returned,  and  on  our  asking 
the  reason  of  their  long  absence,  they  related 
that  a  mared,  a  species  of  demon,  had  inter- 
cepted them  on  the  way  home,  and  led  them 
to  the  Castle  of  Jewels,  where  they  had  had  an 
audience  of  king  Shehlan,  and  done  homage 
to  him.   This  is  all  that  I  can  say  about  it :  but 
were  my  parents  alive,  they  would  undoubtedly 
be  able  to  tell  more."     Jah&nshah  shed  a  tor- 
rent of  tears.     "  Ah,  my  father  I"  said  he 
to  the  hermit,  "  I  beg  of  you  to  command  the 
bird  to  carry  me  to  the  place  of  his  birth, 
on  the  crystal  mountain,  behind  the  hills  of 
Kaf."     "  Bird,"  said  the  hermit,  "  do  as  this 
young  man  desires."    The  bird  willingly  con- 
sented, and  Jabansh&h,  mounting  on  his  back, 
passed  several  days  in  journeying  in  that  way 
through  the  air,  till  they  came  at  length  to  the 
crystal  mountain.  From  thence  they  continued 
their  flight  onwards,  and  actually  arrived  at  last 
at  the  Castle  of  Jewels  itself.  King  Shehlan,  who 
^as  immediately  informed  of  the  arrival  of  the 
prince,  expressed  his  pleasure  at  it,  and  made 
him  sit  beside  him  on  his  throne.    Water  was 
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brought  to  bathe  his  hainds  and  feet.     Supper 
was  then  served  up,  and  the  mother  of  Shems, 
and  soon  after  Shems  herself,  came  to  salute 
Jehanshah,  who  was  once  more  at  the  heirfit 
of  his  desires.     Shems  was  the  first  who  sa- 
luted her  lord  and  husband,   and  afterwards 
her  sisters  did  the  same.     Then  the  queen 
said,     "  Pardon   my  inconsiderate   daughter, 
who  has  made  you  undergo  so  much  for  her. 
You  are  now  in  harbour,  forget  the  storms, 
or  remember  them  only  to  describe  them  to 
us."     Jahanshah  was  silent  through  excessive 
emotion .  They  sprinkled  rose  -water  and  musked 
essences  upon  his  face  to  recover  him,  and 
when,  on  opening  his  eyes  again,  he  beheld 
the  princess  Shems,  he  gave  thanks  to  Heaven. 
"  See,"  said  he  to  her,   "  how  life  again  flows 
through  my  veins.     I  feel  no  more  the  flames 
that  inwardly  consumed   me.*'      They  then 
pressed  him  to  tell  how  he  had  found  his  way 
back  to  the  castle,  and  what  remarkable  things 
he  had  seen  on  the  journey  which  his  lo\'e 
for  Shems  had   induced  him  thus  to  make. 
All  heard  with  astonishment  the  relation  of 
his  wonderful  adventures,  and  the  queen  thank- 
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ing  him  in  the  name  of  the 
said :  "  We  are  now  content 
live  together  here  as  ioseparal 
We  will  then  cauae  you  to 
youi  own  country,  together  wi 
The  most  splendid  preparai 
made  to  celebnte  once  more 
Shems.  The  various  festii 
ooentB  occupied  two  entire  y 
shiih  then  reminded  his  bride 
of  the  king  to  cause  him  to  be 
imder  the  condition  of  pass 
Kabul,  and  the  other  at  the 
King  Shehlan  immediately  o 
xnaasive  gold  to  be  nude,  decoi 
WW  coetly  in  the  Castle  of  J 
plainest  building  were  of  e 
Ob  the  steps  of  the  throne 
hundred  Mamlukes,  and  as  ra 
Having  taken  leave  of  theii 
aliah  and  Shems  seated  th 
throne.  Tw9  hundred  MamI 
youthful  beauties  stood  upon 
then ;  and  four  genii,  tak 
shDulder*,  soared  with  it  alof 
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thev  bore  it  betw  een  heaven  and  earth,  makiDS 
even*  day  a  journey  of  thirty  months,  till  they 
set  it  down  within  the  w  alls  of  the  beiiesed 
city  of  king  Tigmos.     That  monarch  was  just 
then  in  extreme  distress  and  trouble,  seeins 
no  other  prospect  before  him  but  that  of  dying 
sword  in  hand,  or  becoming  the  sla\"e  ol  hi^ 
most  cruel  enemy,  king  Kasid,     The  whole 
court  ^*as  in  tears,  and  Ti'gmos,  reduced  by 
grief,  looked  but  the  shadow  of  a  man.     *'  Ob- 
serve  my   father,"    said  Jahanshah,    "  it  is 
aiffliction  to  see  him.     Let  the  genii  bearers  d 
our  throne  assist  him,  and  afiisLirs  "will  take  & 
difierent  aspect,"     Shems  hesitated  not  a  mo- 
ment to  give  this  command ;  ordering  one  of 
the  genii,  named  Kartash,  to  bring  thither 
king  Kasid  prisoner.     Kartash  seized  the  king 
accordingly,  making  one  of  his  companions 
hold  him  in  the  air,  while  he  himself  ravaged 
the  hostile  camp  under  a  thousand  different 
shapes,  now  taking  the  semblance  of  an  ele- 
phant, now  of  a  lion,  now  of  a  tiger.     King 

• 

Tigmos  was  standing  on  a  terrace  of  his  palace, 
to  view  the  q)ectacle,  of  which  the  most  asto- 
aiihiiig  part  was  to  see  king  Kasid  hangii^ 
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between  heaven  and  earth.     After  the  whole 
airmy  was  dispersed  or  slain,  Kartash  delivered 
\xp  king  Kasid  to  T%mos,  who  gave  orders  for 
liim  to  be  cast  into  a  gloomy  prison.     On  all 
sides  now  resounded  airs  of  triumph  and  songs 
of  victory.    The  mother  of  Jahanshah  fainted 
^with  pleasure  at  seeing  her  son  again,   and 
perhaps  would  never  have  revived,  but  for  the 
profusion  of  sweet-scented  waters,  which  were 
sprinkled  on  her  face.     King  Tigmos  caused 
the  gates  of  the  town  to  be  opened,  and  sent 
messengers  to  all  quarters  to  announce  his  glo- 
rious victory.     He  distributed  splendid  gifts*  - 
and  received  the  congratulations  of  the  court. 
Then,   wishing  to  be  nothing   behind   king 
Shehlan,  he  solemnized  again  the  nuptials  of 
Jahanshah:    the  town  was  illuminated,   and 
Shems  received  as  a  present  a  hundred  female 
slaves  of  the  greatest  beauty,  and  a  state  bed 
of  incomparable  splendour.     In  order  that 
every  one  might  be  happy  at  this  festival, 
Shems  solicited  king  Tigmos  to  release  all  the 
prisoners,   even   Kasid  himself,  whom  there 
iwas  no  more  room  to  fear,  as,  by  the  assist- 
ance of  the  genii,  the  means  of  bringliig  }nm 

VOL.  Ill,  K 


194  JAHAXSHAH. 

to  reason  were  always  at  hand,  should  be 
dare  again  to  become  hostile.  Ttiey  took  him 
out  of  prison  accordingly,  and  mounted  liim 
on  a  lame  horse.  "  The  princess  Shems/' 
said  king  Tigmos,  "  has  interceded  for  pur 
life.  Go  then,  and  rule  your  states.''  S*> 
Kasid  rode  home  on  his  miserable  horse,  vrhUe 
Tigmos,  his  son,  and  the  bride  swam  in  de- 
light. 

"  This  prince  am  I,  as  I  said  at  the  com- 
mencement of  my  story.  A  year  thus  ptssed 
in  festivities,  at  the  court  of  my  father.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time,  we  returned  on  tlie 
shoulders  of  our  genii,  throne-bearers  to  tbe 
Castle  of  Jewels.  One  day  when  upon  our 
usual  annual  journey,  our  bearers  descended 
here,  and  Shems  went  out  to  walk  a  little  on 
the  grass,  she  was  stung  in  the  foot  by  an  asp, 
and  died  on  the  spot.  Her  female  slaves  fiUtd 
heaven  and  earth  with  their  lamentatioas : 
the  tomb  you  see  here  was  erected  over  her. 
and  they  would  fain  have  conducted  me  home, 
but  I  caused  the  second  to  be  made  for  mv^. 
and  await  but  the  moment  when  I  also  shall 
">iid  into  the  grave."     Ending  thus  his 
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I  adventures,  he  bega 

I  tban  before,  and  broi 

[       "  My  honw  is  a  fa 

my  bdoved,  hast  fort 

"  The  sun  rises  d< 

the  moon  pveth  no  1 

"  O  thoa  whom 

whither  art  thou  flo' 

dear   to  my  heart, 

Tbou  art  gone  !  an 

wildemew!    O  retu 

presence. 

"  lliine  abode  ii 
of  heaven  refreehee 
alone  bedew  the  Ion 
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Thbki  dwelt  ODce  in  Cairo  a  man  i 
Tnended  saddles.  His  name  was  Manif,  i 
that  of  his  wife  Fatima ;  she  bad  also  the  s 
name  of  the  Termagant,  which  she  indeed  t 
rited  in  the  fuUest  sense  of  the  word.  Ev 
day  slie  gave  her  poor  hu^Mnd  some  fresh  t 
tnent  and  vexation.  Maruf,  on  the  contn 
was  a  wordiy  man,  fearing  God,  and  of 
blemished  honesty.  He  was  poor,  for  all 
gains  were  not  sufficient  to  satisly  the  e 
Avants  ol  his  wife.  One  morning  she  said 
him,  "  Manif,  yaa  must  bringmethis  even 
some  cakes  made  of  honey."  "  Can  I  but  e 
the  money,"  answered  he, "  I  will  not  ful  to 


—  :r  *  I  _-^£r  ^:  -:  f^c*  cc►:ldi:^:n5/'^e- 
-*-  z-  t-T:  r^  :i:c  eim.  I  ttJ.!  hive  mv  ho- 
'■-:_-  r-  z-~  f-?^zc  i:ii  r  ih T'U c'^nie'st  home 
>.  -:  -i-'iL  I  Tzilur^  >:f:re  Lmd  that  itvLi 
.  ■»    '■-  r-^i^r^-  -•  :irr=  "   ■  G-xi  is  meraJ 


^^1  1-    ^'^^  ~  "^  r  I  ijf*?r  *^i.r^   md  ioin^out^th 

I"    "- ::^  ji'-:c-i>.    i-f   r>:Zca  hi?  shoo,  an  J 
X  -.  T«  -..i  1*;  r  :r:*  >c  ir^e  to  set  the  hoD-cv- 
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::r  %  :  .=  :-.-  -i  :_>  s^:t  r-ut  no  one  bnKirbT 
i-ii  ^  "5  .  -^  >:  r-  •  ie  h^i  no  monev  to  bur 
^  *-:.  J  --=::jr  :-s  sc  :c,  he  :oc4  hii  way  to- 
*  -■'>  :  :_•;  A-  le  r%L5i?ed  iejecteuly  by  the 
-•  .'  1  1  r«*=c-^-r:»:m.  ihe  ni25ter  asked  him 
%:^  r.A^  :^  -.:iL  so  >fci  -Ah!"  s^idMa- 
^^.  •  t:  -  uv'-r-Ziirie  v-jie  -r^  l>e  the  death  of 
rr  T'  .-^:^ '  s:e  rr^  ::ired  ne  U)  brins  her  some 
r%*t'  ^^-ir^v  i^i  I  ikiv^  ::•:<  moDev  enotish  to 
*r-^~c  lie  rr  r**:  £:r  rr^^"  •'  Do  not  tern 
V  «;r  ;— r  r^fv  rrr  ihii. "  returned  the  pastry- 
-vw  "  :^i  lie  i^.-rzkiST  you  want,"  "  FK-e 
x^  ai^ciri  vr  =s;.~  A:iir»ened  Marof.  **  I 
^   n:  V  jcrr^.'   rroooeded   the  pastrv-coot. 
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She  >crack  out  one  of  bis  teeth,  lore  op  te 
be^rd  bv  the  roots  ;  and  when  he  faintly  endea  - 
voar«i  to  defend  himself,  attacked  him  with  a 
r«e  "rtich  knew  no  bounds,  held  him  fast  by 
wtiai  W15  left  of  his  beard,  and  shrieked  for 
help.  The  neighbours  hastened  thither,  and 
wben  thev  had  learned  the  cause  of  the  frst, 
highly  blamed  the  conduct  of  this  termagant. 
"  We  aD  eat  cakes  made  with  sugar,"  said  they. 
••  What  great  crime  then  has  thy  poor  has- 
band  committed  ?*'  At  length  thev  succeeded 
m  HJAkmg  something  like  peace  between  them. 
When  the  neighbours  were  gone,  Fatima 
that  she  would  eat  no  cakes  made  wirh 
"  WeD.  if  that  be  the  case  I  mav  eat 
tiese/'  said  Mamf  to  himself,  "  Wdl/*  cried 
hjs  wife,  ••  thou  t»kest  good  care  of  thysdf.'' 
-  To-mom>w,-  said  he,  "  if  it  please  God,  I 
w31  hnnz  thee  a  cake  made  writh  honev,"  and 
be  *ccompanied  this  promise  with,  the  kindest 
wtwtK  In  this  maiiQer,  he  at  length  sue- 
in  pMahing  her,  and  passed  the  night 
The  feUowmg  day  he  arose  early 
to  his  ahop.  In  a  few  hours  two 
to   aoBunon   him  before  tlie 
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to  disturb  my  rest  ?     During  the  t^o  cen- 
turies that   I  have  dwelt  here,  I  have  seen  no 
one  who  has  complained  before  thee.  \Mjat  b 
the  cause  of  thy  sorrow  ?  perhaps  I  can  relies 
thee,  for  thou  hast  awakened  my  compassioD.** 
"Who   art  thou  then?"  demanded  Maref. 
*•  I  am  the  inhabitant  of  this  place,"  answered 
tlie  spectre.      Maruf  then  related  the  tricb 
that  his  wife  played  him,  and  concluded  by 
declaring,  that  he  had  no  other  wish  than  to 
fly  to  some  place  where  she  could  never  tnd 
him.     "  Thy  wish  is  granted  thee,"  said  tl« 
genius,  and  taking  him  on  his  back,  he  raided 
himself  in  the  air,  and  continued  his  flight  all 
night.     When  the  morning  dawned,  he  set 
him  down  on  the  summit  of  a  mountain. 
"  Seest  thou  that  city  beneath  thee,'*  said  the 
genius  to  him,  "  thou  needest  only  go  thither,  to 
elude  all  the  inquiries  and  persecutions  of  thy 
wife.''     Maruf  knew  not  well  what  he  shoukl 
do,  but  after  waiting  till  the  sun  rose,  de- 
scended the  hill  to  go  into  the  dty.    As  be 
approached*  he  was  astonished  at  the  nu^- 
fioence  of  its  palaces,  the  sight  of  which  de- 
him  indeed,  bat  diminished  not  the 
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—  :  _       _*j^  ~  1  z  :c  i^iiziei."*  >did  hst  tc 

I.  ^     "=  :  .  ^  r-.  _:"r>:z:e:c  llIid/*  Ncdcc4 
I.   z  .J-  •  ^  -I  t:  lzl-^zt.  mi  Mitj!  harx: 

^  «-^  rf.-.'r'rr-i  r:.^  t-.-ji  p-ii^ru-i^  ;  hers  be 

I.-- :.•--.     -.*-^^r  i-L-Ji^  eiTrJi  and  drank  :o- 

r  n.-   He  I  iT-  "«""i:  v^  ui  eminent  ntc'- 

.-.--^:..   r.i-r.-»i  ire   T.i~r  iz«  pr:fefsioii  U 

i>  r.ir^.      •  Is.-  r^-i:*;  js  MiT-f/'  irpbed  be 

-j:-:  r-  r-jii:  t^  r:  i:-=C'*  >i-:.ile>  and  bor^e 

'  F '  m    Jij7:.~ —    Fr:c:     •1^  quarter?" 
A  -T^  m-  '-ne^  r::r.  i^iiz:;:  i:  ti^  same  tine 

•=^  ^=~J  :^t^  * —  li  -lii  Tojt  oi  tie  dty. 
-  !=•"  V  a^  t«-.i  -e  c -£■>:::-  f— -  In  the 
^•*  <:^=Jsc  zi'  n-c  £>:▼  jtzT  rce  IrringiD  thit 
.-sr-a^  -  les~  rerj^ec  Mir-^-.  socha  one 

L-v  ^-:   4   ;ati.— •  Fcdiips  rvxi  know  abo 
--*«.tt-  «>g^v-  ■■   w .   — •-  now  can  I 
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it*   1^1  sXizn  heirs'  :z  I  si.r'ifw  of 

r^-^  rr  1  i^n^'ss  CJi  brv  ^  peocie 


f^^^rrr^ir  r:  nti'jsjg  ises  <x  the  insi  d 

^ ff^-Qg S^  :    V^  E.:25v  1~lT11gr   !t  III  IZK*- 

IT.    Tii*  ase  iioB?aai  pieces  of  |c4i 

T  lo-arxrrw  b?cct  ';£  osmt  voor  mde, 

c  «?  tp  lie  Kcia,  •!««  tc«  ^rJl  see  roe 

2f  ir  tbe  skifC  of  the  ^ibD^esiik  dealers. 

A5  SKC  as  I  peftcfve  voo,  I  ^rill  rise,  ap- 

jromrh  yna,  has  T>>fir  kizsdL  And  receive  jwi 

is  tbe  B^rist  rc$f*?ctiul  mAnser ;  tiiis  -will  not 

ii*  w  Ei^e  poa  of  consecTjence.     I  will  tka 

prxose  to  diea  to  ennt  jxjn  a  ^op,  ard  I 

•iS  ti^  eve  to  fill  k  muh  goods.    I  wffl 

sbea  QCrcMJHoe  too  to  the  first  m^rrhints  in 

ibe  CST,  aad  jw  cuidoc  hoi  of  making  pr 

a  skoft  time,  havu^  now  sot  rid  of 
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ew  of  3  wife."    'Maruf  coidd  not  find 

lough  lo  acknovledge  hiagmtitiide  to 

riend.     The   following  'd*y  he    recsived 

I  the  merchant  a  licUy  caparnooad  mole, 

■a  purse  containing  tme  thousand  pieoes  of 

The   scene  in  the  market  v»a  sct«d 

pughout   as  they  had   already   ooncetled. 

I  he  a   respectable  merchant  f"  uid  the 

|-atanders.     "  What?"  said  Ali,  "do  you 

c  if  be  is  a  respectaUe  loercliBBt?  be  is  one 

|r  the  firct  merchants  in  'Ae  world.     He  haa 

Mndents  in   Egypt,  in '^nia,  in  ladia, 

bd  as  far  as  China,  idth  whonhe  taradea  in 

lerehip.     He  has  more  magazines  than 

B  &-e  can  consume;   in  companion  trith 

n,  I  am  only  a  little  ahop-keqter ;  700 -will 

I  aee  what  a  man  he  is  when  you  know  more  of 

him."     After  these   aaniranees,   vAuiAi  were 

1  the  most  conMsBt  'totie,  the  ner- 

ehants  formed  an  exalted  idea  of  Manif.     They 

invited  him  hy  turns  to  dinner,  and  the  Syndic 

considered  it  an  honour  to  teach  him   the 

enrrent  price,  and  the  Tarious  qu^tiea  of  the 

muiufectares   of  the  country.     "  You  have, 

witiiout  doubt,  scarlet  doth  ¥^  said  one  of  the 


-.1  rai  HisTCRT  or  ittErf. 

Tiisr^Lxzzs  -^  ie  err  traaer.  "  In  ahuwkiM." 
t=^*irr^yiir^  •■  YelcwciMi?"— "  A?* 
c-sl::.—  "  1^  ic  iL  :or  Thirb  theviiKpcti 
i»;  ri"i;r^:jei:oita\.  ""  1b  itjondjiice.'' "  "' 
io.  :•—  »n  r>i-3  rum-^b  yea  wi  moTt  iaa 

r-.—- - »— ;  '.I  r,.--i. 

«  ■:!•:  li^i  srier  •  i: rb  ibev  *ers  dit^E afl 
•s=i  -crc  -.De  a:Be  to  bes  aim? ;  wne  !»• 
;_:^t~j^   r-ii-J^irre^-er part oi the coi^Bii; 

ie  --c*  «s  1  tij-r-il  oi  2oM  and  p«  i"" 
1.=.  ri£  Clin  mast  he  irameDselv  ricb.swl 
;^  '-.—^-— ^  lo  OM  another,  to  hi«  it  "I 
iff  ?i,-^«^  t>  &.-nw  i«y  eold  thus.  Tbeic- 
c,-<r=c  a  ihe  2=»«^■^^  «■  the  foreign  ektcI** 
locQ  scTWk;  *=:^K  ihe  other  be^i^  »  ** 
«7-  lad  Minas»weKboftheffl»l>»**^ 
cil  ae  kKi  nude  u  okI  (^  his  ihwW^ 
PMB  «tf  gaU.  Tben  cbppms  til«  ^'^'^  ^' 
— i.  -HI  fed  fcnowD  there  *««  »  i^Bl 
f«>  ■  tfci>  d(T.  I  wo«Jd  h»ve  brou^i  "i* 
..■■»«*«:    1  luTt  no  more  money  «* 
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merchants  to  the  new  trader.  "  In  abundance/' 
answered  Maruf.  "  Yellow  cloth  ?" — "  A  gr^t 
quantity,"  and  to  all  for  which  they  inquired, 
he  continued  to  reply,  "  In  abundance,"  "  We 
on  our  part  could  furnish  you  with  more  than 
one  hiindred  weight  of  silk  stuffs/'  said  the 
merchants  to  him. 

During  this  conversation  a  beggar  approach- 
ed the  tent  under  which  they  were  dining,  and 
went  round  the  table  to  beg  alms  ;  some  gave 
him  a  trifle,  but  the  greater  part  of  the  companj 
gave  him  nothing.     When  he  came  to  Maruf, 
he  took  out  a  handful  of  gold  and  gave  it  to 
him.     This  man  must  be  immensely  rich,  said 
the  merchants  to  one  another,  to  have  it  in 
his  power  to  throw  away  gold  thus.     The  ac- 
count of  the  generosity  of  the  foreign  merchant 
soon  spread  among  the  other  beggars  in  the 
city,  and  Maruf  gave  each  of  them  a  handful, 
till    he  had   made  an  end  of   his   thousand 
pieces  of  gold.     Then  clapping  his  hands,  he 
said,  "  If  I  had  known  there  were  so  many 
poor  in  this  city,  I  would  have  brou^t  with 
me  a  sackiiJ ;    I  have  no  more  money  with 
me,  and  yet  I  cannot  bear  to  let  a  poor  man 
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go   a^way  from  me  without  giving  him  some* 
thing."     "  Why  not  ?"  said  the  Syndic  to  him, 
"  let  them  depart  with  thy  blessing."     "  That 
is  "what  I  cannot  find  in  my  heart  to  permit/' 
answered  Maruf,  "  and  it  pains  me  much  that 
I  have  not  another  purse  with  me."  "  There  is 
one  containing  one  thousand  din&rs/'  said  the 
Syndic.     Maruf  took  and  divided  it  as  he  had 
the  first,  at  the  door  of  the  mosque,  whither 
the  company  had  retired  to  perform  their  de- 
votions. 

The  merchants  were  astonished  at  his  ge- 
nerosity, whilst  Maruf  proceeded  with  his  dis- 
tribution, so  that  when  the  day  declined,  he 
had  borrowed  and  distributed  five  thousand 
din&rs.  His  talk  was  constantly  of  stu&  and 
merchandize ;  and  to  every  question  which  was 
put  to  him,  he  replied  that  he  had  the  desired 
article  in  abimdance,  and  they  would  be 
astonished  at  the  riches  of  his  caravan. 

Having  in  this  manner  gained  great  credit,  on 
|he  following  days  he  made  all  possible  profit 
thereof,  by  obtaining  upwards  of  sixty  thousand 
din&rs  as  a  loan.  In  the  mean  time  the 
caravan,  the  arrival  of  which  he  had  so  often 
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announced,  came  not,  and  the  merchants,  dot 
becoming  anxious  on  account  of  the  capital 
they  had  lent,  proceeded  to  Ali,  the  merchant, 
who  had  so  highly  praised  the  stranger.     It 
had  never  been  All's  intention  to  favour  the 
tricks  of  a  sharper ;  he  wished  only  to  procure 
his  friend  a  sufficient  credit.     He  resembled  a 
man  fallen  from  the  clouds  on  hearing  in  what 
a  mad  way  Manif  had  borrowed  and  squandered 
so  much  money.     In  the  mean  time,  he  ad- 
vised the  merchants  to  have  patience,  assur- 
ing them  that  the  caravan  would  shortly  arrive. 
He  went  then  to  his  friend,  and  beine  alone 
with  him,  loaded  him  with  reproaches  on  the 
shameful  manner  in  which  he  had  abused  his 
friendship  and  the  credit  he  had  procured  him. 
Maruf  answered  jokin^y  that  the  great  caiavaa 
would  soon  arrive.     Upon  this  Ali  left  him, 
went  to  ihe  merchants,  and  told  them,  thttt  k 
was  not  his  fault  if  they  had  lent  the  stiamgpf 
money  without  first  asking  his  advice;  he  had 
in  no  wise  mmde  himself  answeraUe  for  this 
great  trader,  and  there  remained  the  expedient 
open  to  tfaem  of  accusing  him  brfore  the  kios* 
The  merchatits  did  not  wait  to  be  told  tins  a 
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2Lr.d   promises,  to  all  vhich  questions  Mami 

^ni^ered  as  before,  that  is.  -s^ith  " the  great 

caravan."     I'pon  this  the  king  shewed  him  a 

pear]  of  \-ast  size,  which  he  had  purchased  for 

one    thousai}d    dinars.      Mamf  had   scarceij 

la^en  n  in  his  hands,  when  laughing,  he  br<Ae 

r:  in  pieces.      "  \Miat  are  you  doing  there." 

>a!vl  :he  kmz.  "  to  destroy  a  pearl  worth  one 

ihc-us^nd  dinars  r"     "One  thousand  dinars!" 

cnei  Maral,  with  a  loud  laugh,  "  it  is  not  worth 

a  d^rhem  ;  it  is  a  piece  of  glass  cunningly  com- 

couiied.     Do  not  I  understand  what  are  good 

pearls  ?     Ha\T  I  not  whole  sacks  of  pearls  d 

iLis  jize  in  mv  caravan  ?" 

Trie  avarice  of  the  king  was  kindled  stil 

n  >re  bv  this  discourse.    '*  This  would  be  a  good 

n^ch  for  my  daughter,"*  said  he.     "I  fear," 

reC-rned  the  vizier.  *'  that  be  is  an  impostor , 

ar^i  w-JI  deceive  vou  and  your  daughter  also.*' 

-*  Y:%iare  a  traitor."  answered  the  king ;  '*  you 

cociscih  noc  my  advantage,  but  would  persuade 

Eae  ajamst  this  marriage,  only  because  1  have 

rer;^?^  yoa  my  dau<:bter's  hand.      Cease  to 

cfc.''T^^i-i:e  tills  stranger.    Did  you  not  sec  how 

«x^*eneaced  he  is  in  pearis?     Only  imagine 
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t :  *  THl  H15T0ET  OF  KARCT. 

1.S  ID  TocxtA  the  iXQpdals,  die  fooner  the 
>ectir .  n  tie  m-sin  time  be  mi^t  take  vbat 
i*;  necn^e^  i?t  the  royal  treasure  He  thai  sect 
isc  rr<  cL^'  Miifti.  the  marrBge-contract  vas 
o-i^t:  13  i^  cty  vas  iSinninated,  and  fea^m^ 
2ZC  Tjsrrr:jsz:x  were  everr  'wbere  to  be  seca, — 
y  ^-r  "^  — ^g*^'  «ai  cpoD  a  throne  in  order  tk^ 

j:^:^^^  and  mnaciaDS  might 
sjTiA  before  him;  he  ordffed 
rrai  ^  be  brciQsLt  him  trom  the  treasurj,  lad 
sdCTfrsc  ksufuks  at  k  about. 

r?9ic5ver  couid  not  piumwi  his  taapa, 
coi^ec  to  dns  thither  so  many  purses ; 
ready  to  die  vith  TexatioQ. 
aDd  rej-oidiig  bsced  forty  nkhts» 
k-rCT-ttnc  was  the  veddine-nkbt ; 
at  the  bride  added  an  unheard- 
2t  foisy^xr  to  the  scene,  and  each  one  was 
3eL.*>;:$  to  Bake  her  the  richest  presents. 
A  r^sMTOQS  train  attended  the  bride  to  the 
s  apartment,  and  when  they  bad 
Mamf  dipped  his  hands»  and 
*  Tbee  is  so  midit  or  power  excqit  in 
God.^  "What  does  that  meanr 
*'»--"-'"n4)lied  Marat 
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king  wa5  aJone  with  the  viziers,  to  expi^m  t^ 
him  the  situation  of  his  finances. 

••  This  ereat  caraN'an  is  a  long  time  comiDg:,'' 
said  the  king ;  the  \*izier  laughed,  and  revefte<i 
to  his  old  aissertion,  "  that  he  was  merek  aa 
adventurer  and  a  deceiver." — *'But  vizier/' 
jiaid  the  king,  *'how  shall  we  set  about  gettnii; 
clearly  at  the  truth  of  it  ?"     "  It  is  only  hi* 
wife  that  can  give  us  any  explanation  of  it/' 
said  the  \izier :  "  see,  sire,  whether  vour  dausb- 
ter  will  not  be  able  to  get  the  secret  from  him, 
behind  the  curtains  of  the  marriage -bed ;  you 
must  teach  her  how  to  behave,  in  order  to 
draw  the   mptery  from  him."     "That  is  a 
ii>iicious  thought,"  replied   the   king,    'and 
if  he   prove   a  deceiver,  by   my  honour   hf 
shall  pav  dearly  for  it."     The  king  now  sent 
for  his  daughter,  and  spoke  to  her  concern- 
ing it.  but  yet  in  a  confiised  and   uncertain 
way.  the  vizier  being  still  present.    The  vizier. 
however,  ^>oke  up,  and  communicated  to  the 
princess  their  suspicion,  caused  by  the  beht- 
rioar   of  her    hosband. — "You    arc  right." 
smJ  she,  *'  he  is  a  boaster,  and  is  continoallf 
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the  truth,  my  princess  ?"     "  Speak  on/'  saLi: 

she. — "  Well  then,  you  must  knov,  that  I  as: 

neither  a  merchant  n(»-  possessor  of  a  caiavaa.*" 

And  here  he  related  to  her  his  whole  hi^crr- 

'*  Really/*  said  she,  lai^hii^  akmd,  "  yoa  vt 

an  arrant  knave,  thy  story  is  an  amugng  one. 

So  then,  the  vizier  was  ri^t  in  his  6a^*s 

concerning  you;    my  father,   indeed,  begins 

now  to  suspect  so ;  but  I  am  too  well  zwmn 

of  my  own  interest  to  deliver  you  up  to  his 

aneer.     What  would  they  say,  were  it  kuovD 

from  your  own  mouth,  that  I  have  been  de> 

ceived  by  you  ?    A  princess  b  ill  tboogfat  of. 

when  beguiled  by  the  first  adventurer.    Thev 

would  have  you  put  to  death,  and  me  tl»y 

would  compel  to  contract  a  second  marriage, 

whkh  would  perhaps  be  still  worse.     Bcgooe, 

thefcibre,  frt^n'  hence;   take  with  you  £ity 

thousand   pieces   <rf  gold,  iriiich   I  am  y^ 

p^yMi^orJ  o(.  mount  a  horse;  and  go  to  some 

distant  coantry,  from  whence  a  regular  cor- 

le^mndeBoe  may  be  kqpt  op  between  us;  I 

wiO  take  care  to  convey  to  you  all  that  ycm 

owy  require;  and  when  myfrtfaerdies,  I  viU 

hM  namediately  to  dispitfch  a  oouiier  to 


^ 
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of  Arabs,  who  had  obstructed  their  vay,  and 
had  caused  their  non-appearance ;  but,  finally, 
that    the    Mamlukes    had    engaged  in  battle 
uith  the  Arabs,   in  order  to  force  their  vav 
through  ;  and  that,  by  so  doing,  they  had  lo^t 
fifty  Mamlukes  and  two  hundred  loads  of  mer- 
chandise." "Well,  and  what  further?"    "T^o 
hundred  loads !"  said  my  husband,  whenhe  read 
it,  "  that  is  scarcely  nine  hundred  thousand  di- 
nars, it  is  not  worth  speaking  of ;  they  need 
only  make  haste  to  bring  hither  what  remains." 
My  husbaind  then  went  out  with  a  smiling 
countenance,  and  opening  the  window,  1 1«- 
held  the  ten  Mamlukes  who  had  brought  the 
letters;    they  were   beautiful  as    the    moon, 
and  each  of  them  had  on  a  robe  which  was 
worth  at  least  two   thousand  dinars;    but    I 
know,  very  weU,  all  your  suspicion  arises  from 
the  vizier,  who  thus  would  lessen  my  husband 
in  your  esteem."    The  kin?  fell  once  more  into 
a  dreadful  rage  with  his  vizier,  who  was  now 
quite  silenced.  Meanwhile  Manif  travelled  over 
mountains  and  valleys,  tormented  with  grief  at 
his  separation  from  the  princess;  and  from 
time  to  time  giving  vent  to  his  feelings  in  ei- 
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tempore  verse.  He  rode  on  quietly  till  near 
mid-day,  when  he  came  to  a  little  village,  where 
he  observed,  in  a  field,  a  countryman  ^th  a 
yoke  of  oxen :  tormented  with  hunger,  he  ap- 
proached him.  "  You  are  one  of  the  Mam- 
hikes  of  the  king,"  said  the  peasant.  "  You  are 
welcome." — "  Can  you  procure  me  something 
to  eat  ?"  said  Manif.  "  The  village  is  small," 
replied  the  countryman,  "  but  I  wQl  get  you 
what  is  to  be  had  there.'* — "  Leave  not  your 
work,"  replied  Maruf  ;•  but  the  peasant  left  his 
plough,  and  hastened  into  the  village  to  pro- 
cure something  for  him. — "  This  poor  man,'* 
said  Maruf  to  himself,  "  is  losing  part  of  his 
time  for  work,  merely  to  serve  me.  I  will  en- 
deavour, in  the  mean  time,  to  plough  for  him." 
He  had  scarcely  ploughed  a  few  paces,  when 
the  ploughshare  struck  against  something,  and 
stooping  to  see  what  it  was,  he  found  a  gold 
ring  fastened  to  a  slab  of  marble.  He  removed 
the  earth,  raised  the  slab  of  marble,  and  dis- 
covered a  flight  of  stairs  leading  to  a  subterra* 
neous  vault,  as  large  as  a  bath,  filled  entirely 
with  gold,  silver,  emeralds,  rubies,  pearls,  and 
abundance  of  other  precious  stones,  which« 

L  6 
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for  valoe,  vere  unequalled.  He  passed  ihrou^ii 
a  number  of  rooms  which  were  all  filled  in  the 
same  manner,  and  came  at  last  to  an  apart- 
ment in  which  there  was  a  little  golden  box. 
standing  in  a  crystal  cofier.  Curioiis  to  know 
what  it  contained,  he  opened  it,  and  found  in 
it  a  gold  ring,  on  which  most  minute  mjsdca] 
and  talismanic  characters  were  engraved.  He 
rubbed  the  ring  a  iitde,  and  immediately  heard 
a  voice:  "  Mliat  is  your  pleasure?  what  b 
your  pleasure?"  and  immediately  a  strance 
figure  appeared  before  himu  "  What  are  your 
commands?^'  said  it,  "only  command.  \^'hat 
country  shall  I  cause  to  flourish  ?  or  what  shall 
I  lay  waste?  what  army  will  you  put  to  flight  if 
or  what  king  will  you  slay  ?  what  mountain 
will  you  have  removed?  or  what  sea  dried  up? 
I  am  at  your  service,  with  the  permission  d 
God,  the  commander  of  spirits,  the  Creator 
of  day  and  night.*'  "  What  being  are  you  r 
said  Maruf.  "  I  am.''  replied  the  qpectre*  *'  a 
genius,  slave  of  that  rii^  and  (rf  the  mighty 
names  engraven  on  it.  I  am  in  the  service  ai 
tbe  possessor  of  it,  and  I  execute  his  com- 
mands ;   nothing  is  to  me  impossible.     I  am 
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made  thee  the  slave  of  this  ring?*' — **  This 
place,"  replied  the  genius.  "  is  the  treasury  cA 
Sheddad,  the  son  of  Aad,  who  built  the  re- 
nowned citY  of  Iram  Zatulimad.  In  his  life 
time  I  was  his  confidential  slave,  and  here  you 
see  his  ring;  you  were  destined  to  find  his 
treasure."  "  Can  you  convey  these  hidden 
treasures  to  the  surface  of  the  earth  ?"  said 
Maruf.  ••  Nothing  is  easier  than  that,"  re- 
turned  the  genius."  "  Well,  then,  do  so.*' 
Immediately  the  earth  cla\*e  asunder,  and  there 
appeared  two  handsome  young  men,  who  car- 
ried lai^  baskets  filled  with  gold.  They  went 
and  returned  again  repeatedly;  filled  aod 
emptied  their  baskets,  tiU  at  last  they  said, 
"  There  is  nothing  more  under  ground." — 
••  WTio  are  these  two  comely  youths?"  said 
Maruf  to  Abusaadet.  "  They  are  my  two 
sons,"  answered  the  genius,  "  for  it  is  only 
they  w^hom  I  could  employ  in  this  work,  for 
which  the  other  genii  are  not  so  well  suited. 
We  have  now  executed  your  commands,  what 
£uther  do  you  desire  ?" — "  Can  you  procure 
me  chests  and  miiles^  and  have  these  treasures 
ptck^  up  for  me  ?"— '•  Nothii^  is  easio-  than 
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sant   retxinied,   bnngirtg  with   him  from  the 
▼iZ^se  some  lentil  porridge,  black  la^ad,  sad 
hirLcT.     \Mien  he  observed  the  tent  and  the 
Mimhikes  stanriirg  in  front  of  it,  he  thcHskt 
tie  sulzaui  h^d  liizhted  there :  "  Good  God!" 
$«jd  he  to  himielf,    "  why  did  I  not  kill  my 
r^o  io^li  to  entertain  the  sultan?"      Mamf 
{>er«rved  him,  and    caused  Him  to   be  con- 
cact^    into    the    tent    by    the    Mamhikes. 
•'  ^liat  have   you   brought   me  T'    said  he 
"  Your  supper,  and  some  food  for  your  b<»se 
ilsc."  aiijwened  the  peasant ;    "  but,  pard<^ 
rr-e."  condmoed  he ;  "  could  I  but  have  ima- 
CJied  that  the  sultan  would  be  {leased  to  ^ 
down  here  only  for  a  moment,  I  wouM  not 
ha^e   tailed  to  have   my  two  fowls    roasted 
:or  him.** — "  I  am  not  the  sultan,"  rq^ied 
Maruf.  "  but  one  of  his  kinsmen  ;  I  withdrew 
frxr-m  the  court  because  he  and  I  disagreed 
and  be  has  dispatched  these  Mamlukes  ^fi- 
ne to  beg  a  reconciliation :  you  have  provided 
Bte  wkh  refreshment,    without  knowing  me, 
jBid  I  am  consequently  not  the  k»  obliged  to 
TOO*  thooeh  it  is  but  lentil  porric^e.    I  wSl 
of  JL**  He  then  conunanded  the  dolh 
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Maruf,  ••  that  you   will,   in  human  form  is  a 
messenger,  convey  a  letter  to  the  king/'     The 
genius  took  the  letter,  and   brousht  it  to  the 
king  at  the  very  moment  he  was  saying  to  the 
\-izier  :    "  Vizier,  I  am  greatly  perplexed  on 
account  of  mv  son-in-law.      I  much  fear  he 
has  fallen   into  the  hands    of   the   Bedouins, 
who  attacked  his  caravan  ;  would  that  I  did 
but  know  where  he  is  gone  !"       "  May  God 
enlighten  vou  !"  said  the  vizier;  '*  bv  the  life  oi 
your  head,  this  man  has  made  his  escape  for 
fear  of  being  discovered,  for  if  there  ever  was 
an  adventurer  or  impostor,  he  is  one."    At  this 
moment  the    genius,    in  the  form  of  a  mes- 
senger,   entered,    and  kissed  the    ground. — 
"  Whence  come  you?"  said  the  king.   **  From 
your  son-in-law,  sire ;    he  is  advaincing  with 
the  great  caravan,  and  has   sent   me  before 
with  this  letter,  which  announces  to  vou  his 
speedy    arrival.*' — "  Cursed    be    thy    beard, 
vizier  ?'*  said  the  king ;  "  traitor,  art  thou  now 
con\'inced  of  the  grandeur  of  my  son-in-law?" 
The  vizier  prostrated  himself  on   the  earth, 
without  speaking  a  word.     The  king  caused  xhf 
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made    his   entry  into  the  city,  and  all  xht 
merchants  came,   and  prostrated  themselves 
before  him  on  the  earth ;  whOe  AM,  approacbirg 
nearer  than  the  others,  whispered  in  his  ^^r : 
"  Welcome,  sharper !  captain  of  sly  deceivers  !*' 
Maruf  laughed.     When  he  had  entered  the 
palace,  he  seated  himself  upon  the  throne,  and 
gave  directions  that  the  gcdd  should  aU  be  car- 
ried to  the  treasury  of  his  father-in-kw ;  bat 
the  jewels  and  rich  stu£&  brou^t  to  him.  The 
chests  were  opened  in  his  presence,  and  he 
distributed  strings  of  pearls  and  cosdy  sra& 
among  the  courtiers  and  females  of  the  harem. 
He  then  gave  presents  to  the  members  of  the 
divan,  the  people  of  the  town,  the  soldiers, 
and  to  every  one  in  distress.  The  king  could  noi 
prevent  bis  thus  giving  away  the  seven  hun- 
dred bales  of  stu&,  and  all  the  loads  of  eme- 
ralds, pearls,   and  rubies.     These  jewds  he 
gave  away  by  handfuls,  and  without  counting. 
"  Enou^,  enough,  my  son  !"  cried  the  king. 
"  you  will  keep  nothing  for  yourself."     "  Ah !" 
replied  he,  "  what  is  all  this  to  me,  I  have  a 
superfluity  of  them."    No  one  felt  indined  to 
doubt  it,  since  he  had  so  far  kept  his  word. 
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size.  "This  is  a  dress,"  said  she,  "vihicoi 
will  keep  for  great  festivals."  "  No,"  said 
Mdrut,  "  you  may  wear  it  every  day,  for  I 
have  more  of  this  kind  in  abundance."  Here 
Maruf  once  more  withdrew  to  his  cabioel, 
bidding  the  slaves  of  the  ring  brinz  him  one 
hundred  dresres  which  he  divided  amonsw 
the  princess's  princip-^  women.  The  kinz 
knew  not  wiiat  to  think  of  it;  he  asked  bi) 
vizier  again  whether  he  could  possibly  explain 
all  this.  "  It  is  clear,"  said  the  >izier,  "  thai 
he  is  no  merchant,  for  what  merchant  could 
ohtain  treasures  surpa-ssing  those  of  kingi? 
His  power,  his  riches,  sire,  may,  as  it  appears, 
prove  very  dangerous  to  you  ;  should  I  give  my 
most  hurable  advice,  it  were  this:  that  your 
majesty  would  take  a  good  opportunity  to  seiie 
his  person."  "  But  how  ?"  inquired  the  king, 
"  Invite  1dm  to  a  baoquet,"  continued  the 
vizier,  "  and  ov-erpower  him  with  wine,  and 
then  you  can  do  with  him  what  you  will." 
"  You  are  right,  vizier,"  saidthe  king,  "  I  will 
consider  of  this."  When  the  king,  the  day 
llowing,  repaired  to  the  divan,  all  the  grooms 
the  stable  appeared,  bringing  news  that  the 
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seven  hundred  mules  and  the  three  hundred 
liorses  of  the  great  caravan  had  disappeared, 
together  with  the  Mamlukes,  who  came  with 
them.  The  king,  in  whose  mind  it  had  never 
entered  that  the  mules  or  Mamlukes  were 
any  thing  but  what  they  appeared  to  be,  fell 
into  a  violent  rage.  "  What  dogs  are  these  !" 
exclaimed  he,  "  one  thousand  beasts  and  five 
hundred  Mamlukes  gone  without  your  know- 
ledge !  go  and  take  the  news  to  your  master, 
who  is  still  in  the  harem."  Maruf  came  out 
in  his  n^t-dress.  "  What  is  the  matter?" 
said  he,  "  that  I  am  disturbed  thus  early  ?" 
The  grooms  related  to  him  what  had  happened. 
"  Go  and  get  somethii^  to  eat,"  answered 
Maruf,  "  what  does  it  signify  whether  they 
are  gone  or  not  ?  I  have  others."  "  Do  you  un- 
derstand that  ?"  said  the'  king  to  his  vizier. 
"  Well,  he  is  certainly  a  very  extraordinary 
man ;  a  thousand  beasts  and  five  hundred 
Mamlukes  he  considers  as  nothing."  They  dis- 
coursed upon  this  subject  together  for  some 
time,  and  then  the  king  invited  his  son-in-law 
to  a  party  of  pleasure  in  the  garden.  Maruf 
^epted  the  invitation,  and  went  rather  early 
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mean  time  the  king  and  the  nzier 
Halking  of  what  had  passed.  "  Did  I  not 
lya  tell  you,  sire,  that  he  was  an  adven- 
:r,  a  sharper  and  deceiver?"  "You, are 
v\|,\it,  vizier,"  replied  the  king ;  "you  arc  a  true 
id  sincere  subject ;  give  me  the  ring."  "Whatt 
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into  the  pavilion,  where  they  remained  till 
dinner  time.  The  king  took  care  that  Mamf  s 
glass  should  be  filled  often,  intending  to  in- 
toxicate him ;  and  no  sooner  was  he  completdy 
stupified,  then  the  king  said  to  him  :  "  The 
more  I  consider  your  riches,  my  son,  the  more 
perplexed  am  I ;  when  I  reflect  from  whence 
you  can  procure  such  rare  jewels.  I  have  never 
yet  seen  a  merchant  to  compare  with  you ; 
you  have  an  imperial  retinue.  You  mav. 
however,  safely  trust  me  with  the  secret  of 
your  birth  and  rank,  in  order  that  I  may  shew 
you  due  honour.  Besides,  your  history  must 
be  singular,  and  in  it  must  occur  most  extraor- 
dinary adventures."  Maruf,  who  took  much 
pleasure  in  talking,  and  was  besides  quite  in- 
toxicated, did  not  require  many  entreaties :  he 
recited  his  history  to  the  king  from  beginning 
to  end.  "  I  beg  of  you,**  said  the  king,  •'  to 
let  me  see  the  ring,  possesang  this  wonderful 
property."  And  as  Maruf  had  now  lost  all  power 
of  reflection,  he  gave  it,  without  knowing  what 
he  did,  to  the  vizier,  who  nibbed  it,  and  the 
genius  appeared.  "  What  are  3^ur  comjnands  f 
I  am  ready  to  obey  them."     "  I  desire/'  said 
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the  vizier,    "  that  you  will  carry  away  this 
^^nrretch,  to  wander  in  some  desert,  where  he 
may    perish  with    hunger  and  thirst.     The 
genius  immediately  seized  his  old  master,  and 
rose   in  the  air.    When  Manif  saw  himself 
between  heaven  and  earth,  he  recovered  his 
senses.     "Where  will  this  journey  end,  O 
Abusaadet?"  said  he.    "  I  am  in  search  of  a 
f ri^tfiil  desert,"  replied  the  genius,  "  in  which 
to  set  you  down  as  a  punishment  for  your 
foUy,  in  letting  the  power  which  made  me 
subject  to  you  depart  from  your  own  hands. 
If  it  depended  upon  me,  I  would  let  you  fedl 
from  hence  to  the  earth,  which  would  dash 
you  into  a  thousand  pieces ;  but  I  fear  God 
and  the  power  of  the  ring  too  mudi  to  disobey 
the  command  of  my  master."     He  then  de* 
scended  and  left  Maruf  in  the  midst  of  a  hor* 
rible  desert. 

In  the  mean  time  the  king  and  the  vizier 
were  talkii^  of  what  had  passed.  ''  Did  I  not 
always  tell  you,  sire,  that  he  was  an  adven- 
torer,  a  sharper  and  deceiver?"  '*  You.  are 
right,  vizier,"  replied  the  king ;  "  you  are  a  true 
and  sincere  subject :  give  me  the  ring."  "  What  I 
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give  you  the  ring?"  exclaimed  the  vizier,  "  Do 
you  think  me  a  fool  ?  It  is  now  your  turn  to 
obey,  and  by  the  power  of  the  ring  I  am  your 
master.  You  shall  see  it  directly."  He  csJIed 
the  genius.  "  Throw  this  dog,"  said  he  tu 
him,  "  into  the  same  place  where  you  left  tbe 
other."  The  king,  who  was  speechless  '^itb  as- 
tonishment at  this  treason  of  his  vizier's.  b<?-gan 
to  supplicate  the  genius,  asking  what  he  had 
done,  and  how  he  had  deserved  this  punish- 
ment. '•  I  do  not  concern  myself  about  that," 
answered  the  genius.  "  I  execute  the  order? 
of  my  master."  So  he  set  him  down  in  the 
same  place  with  Maruf,  who  wept  aloud  when 
the  king  arrived.  They  united  their  lamenta- 
tions, and  were  in  the  greatest  despair,  haring 
nothing  to  eat  or  drink.  The  vizier,  on  his 
part,  as  soon  as  he  had  come  from  the  ganko, 
convoked  the  divan.  Here  he  represented  that 
the  interest  of  the  state  and  the  tranquillity  of 
the  kingdom  had  called  for  the  removal  of  the 
king  and  his  son-in-law:  and  then  declared 
hiflo^elf  sultan  by  the  aid  of  God  and  the  power 
oi  the  ring.  "  If  you  do  not  obey  me,  I  will 
have  you  carried  away  as  the  foolish  kii^  has 
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VLC  reot^v^  th«  usurper  with  a  cheerful  coun- 
tgrirng.  She  dif^embled  so  far  even  as  to  in- 
r:-,c«  h:m  irith  some  slight  caresses,  hopineto 
cjii  in  crp-^mmity  of  seizing  the  ring.  The 
->^'per  wouii  have  proceeded  to  ^ater  liber - 
:  rrs,  "vhcn  she  started  from  him,  crsin£  our 
::.*:  she  saw  a  maji-  "\Miere?*'  said  he, 
i  ■  l^iiLz  rcimd.  "  There,  there,"  replied  the 
r~'-r.,"es>,  *'  in  vour  ring."  "  Oh.  that  is  oriiv 
ine  ^iLus,"  said  the  \izier.  "  That  maacrs 
r  x."  She  persisted,  however,  in  rejectiiu: 
h-s  embraces.  becgiii2  that  he  would  first  lay 
:he  nr.z  aside.  He  took  it  from  his  linger, 
-.  rrvd  it  beneath  the  pillow,  and  again  ap 
rT' -\chcd  her,  who  in  a  moment  gave  him  so 
v:<>':^nt  a  kick  in  the  stomach,  that  he  fell  it 
:  JA  leniT-h  on  tlie  floor.  She  cried  aloud  for 
help,  and  her  slaves  rushed  in.  She  o^m- 
n.inded  them  to  seize  the  usurper,  taking  pos- 
^e>>i  ">Q  of  the  ring  herseb",  and  rubhins  it : 
"  Cist  that  traitor  into  prison,  and  brins  here 
again  my  father  and  my  husband."  The 
genius  in  an  instant  put  the  vizier  in  confine- 
ment, and  carried  the  pleasing  intelligence  of 
the  happy  diange  in  their  afibirs  to  the  kins 
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ing,  the  king  and  his  son-in-law  entered.    Tbe 
assembly,  delighted  to  see  them  arain.  requeued 
the   king  to    relate  what   had   passed,    '^hich 
he    condescended  to   do.     The    usurper   was 
brought  forward,  loaded  ^^ilh  the  eiecratioiis 
of  the  whole  army  ;  he  was  then  hanged,  ana 
his  corpse  burned.     Maruf  received  the  oSce 
of  vizier,  which  he  held  for  the  space  at  g^t 
years,  to  the  general  satisfaction.     At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time  the  king  died,   and  was 
succeeded  by  his  son,  a  child  six  years  old. 
He,    however,  died  the   same  year,  and  tbe 
princess  took  possession  of  the  throne,  still 
keeping   the  ring,  which  she  preserved   uitL 
particulsLT  care.     She  was  soon  taken  danger- 
ously ill,  and  having  called  her  husband  to  her 
bedside,  and  recommended  her  child  to  hici. 
<:ave  him  back  the  ring,  and  two  days  after- 
wards expired.     Maruf  now  reigned  peaceably 
in  her  stead  ;  but  one  evening,  after  his  ser- 
vants had  withdrawn,  and  he  wus   about  to 
retire  to  bed,  an  old  woman,  to  whom  he  paid 
no  particular  attention,  entered  to  prepare  it 
for   him.      In    the  middle    of  the   night  he 
awoke  suddenly,   and  found  some   one  Ivin*^ 
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and  set  me  down  in  this  saioon,  where  I  '"_! 
your   bed  in  order,  without  making  siT-^ii 
Imown  to  vou,  and  I  am  thus  once  more  ^ 
vour  side,  as  your  true  and  lawful  wife."    Mi.- 
ru/  then  related  his  history  to  her,  from  th-e 
moment  of  his  leaving  Cairo  to  the  day  ^  bis 
becoming  king,  announcing  too  that  he  hsl  a 
son    seven  years  of  age."     "  All   this,"  jaii 
Fatima,    "  was   so  decreed  in   Heaven ;  b^t 
foipve  the  pjist,  and  allow  me  to  remain  here. 
should  it  only  be  to  hve  upon  alms." 

Maruf  was  afiected  by  this  submissive  tcne. 

His   wife   appeared  quite  changed.      "  Well 

then  in  God's  name  continue  here/'  said  ke ; 

"  but  if  you  cause  me  the  smallest  uneasiness, 

it  will  cost  you  your  life.     Imagine  not  that 

you  can  summon  me  before  a  court  of  justice, 

and  drag  me  from  judge  to  judge.     I  am  now 

sultan :  men  fear  me,  but  I  fear  none.    I  have, 

besides,  a  patent  genius  at  my  command,  who 

docs  all  that  I  wish.     If  you  are  willing,  jdu 

shall  return  to  Cairo,  where  a  palace  xA  marble 

shall  be  built,  and  splendidly  furnished  for  you. 

You  shall  have  twenty  slaves  to  attend  upon 

you,  choice  living,  and  splendid  dresses.    Are 
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incUned  to  do  so,  or  would  you  rather 
lh  liere?"  Fatima  kissed  his  hand,  and 
i,  lie  must  have  the  kindness  to  decide  upon 
Lt  himself.  Touched  by  her  humiUty  and 
»ntrition,  therefore,  he  declared  her  queen; 
while  he  shewed  her  every  possible  honour 
iuring  the  day,  he  neglected  her  at  night, 
for  be  had  beautiful  slaves,  and  Fatima  was 
fold. 

By  degrees,  indeed,  he  contracted  an  aver- 

^on  to  the  sig^t  of  her ;  and  notwithstanding 

that  he  treated  her  kindly,  it  was  impossible 

for  him  to  a£Eect  to  love  her.     It  is,  as  the 

poet  observes^  with  the  heart  as  with  a  glass : 

when  ODce  broken,  it  is  not  to    be  joined 

again. 

When  Fatima  observed  this  conduct  of  her 
husband's,  she  was  tormented  by  jealousy :  and 
the  devil  suggested  to  her  the  idea  of  getting 
possession  of  die  ring,  murdering  her  husband, 
and  seizing  on  the  government  herself.  With 
this  intention  then  she  went  one  night  from  her 
own  pavilion  to  that  where  the  king  Maruf, 
her  husband,  slept.  Being  afraid  of  losing  the 
^  as  the  vicier  had  done,  he  never  wore  it 
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on  his  finger  at  night,  but  laid  it  under  ai- 
piDow  ;  and  when  he  went  to  the  bo-th,  dj-i^iy^ 
carefully  locked  the  door  of  his  cabinet,  so  mil 
it  was  quite  impossible  to  purloin  it. 

On  the  nisrht  in  which  Fatima  intended  *■• 
execute  her  plan,  the  young  prince,  the  son  c4 
Maruf  by  his  former  Mife,  was  in  the  gillery, 
through  which  the  old  shrew  passed.  Dark  as 
it  was,  he  could  yet  see  her  enter  his  faiher's 
room  \n  a  hurried  manner.  He  felt  assured 
that  she  had  no  good  intention,  and  imiDe- 
diately  crept  softly  behind  her. 

The  youDg  prince  usually  carried  a  hole 
scyniitar  ;  he  was  girded  with  it,  ind^,  day 
and  night,  amd  his  father  and  the  courtiers  often 
rallied  him  about  it.  "  Could  vou  strike  off  a 
head  with  it  ?"  the  king  would  say.  **  Wait, 
sir,"  the  prince  would  answer,  "  till  I  meet 
with  one  which  deserves  to  stand  the  trial.' 

He  now  followed  his  step-mother  into  the 

apartment  of  his  father,  who  was  fast  asleep. 

She  sought  for  the  ring,  and  ha\ing  found  \t, 

was  about  to  withdraw,  when  the  young  prince 

struck  off  her  head  at  one  blow. 

Maruf  started  from  his  sleep,  and  saw  by  the 
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bird  which  was  sitting  on  the  roof  of  the  pa- 
lace, and  which  immediately  perched  z^jZx  his 
hand-      He  then  reproached  his    father    for 
disturbine  the  sacredness  of  hi?  solituie,  and 
left  the  j>alace  for  the  purpose  of  going  to  Ba^ 
so  rah,  where  he  followed  the  business  of  a  day- 
labourer,  receiung  but  one  silver  dirhem  each 
day,  just  to  procure  him  the  necessaries  of  life, 
Abu  Hamik  relates  as  follows : — A  wall  of  my 
house  wanted  repair,  and  I  went  to  the  maLioas' 
mart  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  labourers ;  my 
attention  was  immediately  drawn  to  a  yoim^ 
man   of  great  beauty.     "  Do  you  want  work, 
my  friend  ?"  said  I  to  him.     "  Yes,"  he  re- 
phed ;    "  but  on  condition  that  I  receive  daHy 

• 

only  one  dirhem,  and  that  on  hearing  the  calls 
to  prayer,  I  may  withdraw  to  perfonn  my  de- 
votions in  the  mosque."    I  conducted  him  to 
my  house,  and  soon  found  that  I  had  engaged 
a  youthful  sainL     In  the  evening  I  would  have 
given  him  two  dirhems ;  but  he  threw  one  of 
them  to  me  again,  saying,  he  had  agreed  for 
one  only.     On  the  foUowmg  day  I  began  to 
observe  him  at  his  work ;  and  my  astonish- 
meot  was  great  indeed,  when  I  saw  the  stones 
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c2':<s   ibe  owner  of  this  rubyf"  said  be  to 
TT.^.      "  He  is  dead,  sire:'  replied  I.    "  Ah'/ 
cociiDued  Hirun,  *'  then  have  I  lost  my  sen.'' 
Qn^  erf"  the  ladies  of  the  palace  was  then  seu 
lor ;    she  came,  but  on  perceiving  me,  ^a> 
»':<>ur  to  retire,  when  the  caliph  said,  "  Yoq 
may  enzer  without  hesitation/'      She   prcf— 
rraied  herself  before  him,  aind  he  gave  her  i^ 
rtiby.      •*  Ah !  commander  of  the   faith!  ui." 
eiclnnked  she.  "  where  is  mv  son  V — "  Re- 
Ute  to  her  the  melancholy  story,"  said  Har^n 
to  me.     I    repeated  the  narration,    and  the 
Uiy  rave  a  lamentable  shriek.     "  And  was  be 
then,  commander  of  the  faithful,  your  son  ^' 
«L>i  1.     "He  was.'*  returned  Harun :  "  it  was 
h«  wh<:>s>e  holy  and  retired  life  gave  my  mi- 
ni s^ers  so  much  disquietude.     He  at  last  kfi 
the  palace,  taking  nothing  with  him  but  that 
niby.  which  I  gave  him  for  the  purpo^  (^ 
h:s  making  himself  known  in  case  of  need.'' 
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•*i  a.     "Hi'."  cDrii  the  porters,  "  «nit 
mama^v  are  :hese ' — w^Jt  ti!i  the  kia|  t^i-' 
^■>4  and  he  »ii;  thea  d^'e  th«  «hii  :'s>^- 
»*B*  «  fcoi."" — ■■  TfiiJ  TPtir  roaster."  s^ 
tke  ittjocei.  ■■  to  coms  ojt  immMiatelT,  W  I 
W^  aa  a£fr  :q  <erJe  wi:h  him.  »^!iich  tZJi". 
»«   be  deiiyei." — '■    Wretch^"  nyhtxi  ti« 
^VTer,  -  who  art  thou  thar  can  dare  to  ia- 
aovBoe  tivseli'  in  thii  war." — '"  Akiii^'jec* 
■e  Co  dx  hs^,  and  ciui   will  be  eDu)U£Ti." 
the   itranrer.      The    Lins  I'ortade 
to  afaik  tim ;  and  the  stranger  knocked 
,  j«    looief    than    before-      The  ibv« 
:h   ciabi  in    their    b^ndi  to 
■  Stay,"  cried  he  to  them, 
i  mice,    "  I   am    the   Ansa)  ol 
Dnikr*   Ttm  vere  their  heuts  hke  ice :  uid 
l^ttood  miMionless  vith   horror.     "  Tale 
^M  thoa  vilt  instead  of  me,"  said  the  tin|. 
-Itet!  n«  tar  errand,"   replied  the  angt'- 
■1btk«aiD  I  come:  to  snatch  thee  frcHU  amkl 
ures    thoo  hast   heaped    togeiher."" 
be  those  riches,"  said  the  king. 
have  pnvented  my  serving  God '. 
ef  would  be  jmifitaUe  onto  mc, 
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pow  that  I  iira  compelled  to 

I  empty  hand-;,  there  remains  to 

leof  but  the  vain  desire,"     At  tl 

I  miraculously  gave  speech  to  tl 

the  king,  and  they  Said:  "  Wh; 

:  us¥  curse  rather  thine  own 

^ated   us  like  thyself,  of  earth,  i 

»  thy  hands,  to  assist  the  poor 

build  mos(}ues,  bridges,  caravaj 

ospital^,   and   so   obtain   thy    re 

k   tliis    world  and  the  next.     Bui 

£atltered  us  together,  thou  hast  lot 

I  *^hou   hast  made  use  of  US  to  gratifj 

1  ^^aVrea,  and  art  now  ungrateful  ti 

*«avest  us  with  regret,  and  utterei 

^<ins  against  us,   as  thine  enemie 

^^  we  injured  thee?" 

•Tie  king  was  tibout  to  reply,  bu 

^^  Oeath  allowed  him  not  time.     I 

^y  ni»  soul,  ere  he  could  utter  a  i 
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4.  DON    ESTEBAN;    or.    Memoirs   of  a    Spaniard. 
Written  by  Himself.    Second  Edition.    3  vols.    27s. 

**  This  Work  fonns  an  excellent  supplement  and  companioD  to 
the  admirable  Letters  of  Don  Lencadio  Doblado.    In  giring  a  de- 
tailed history  of  his  life,  Don  Esteban  professes  to  present  a  laith- 
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and  private  character  of  the   Spaniards.* — The    work,  besides, 
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7.  THE  ADVENTURES  of  a  YOUNG  RIFLEMAN 
in  the  French  and  English  Service,  during  the  War  in  Spain 
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jscs,  is  the  ruined  palace  of  the  Prince  of  the  Peace.  Suffered  from 
tbcQiwriHu,  assisted  in  the  destruction  of  the  accursed  prison  of 
thelsqiintlon,"  &c.  &c.-^£(/tffor'#  Pr^ac€, 
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"  The  MTsteri»  of  Udolpho,"  *•  The  lUii^fl/^  «  Ta-  Ii> 
maace  of'the   Forest,"  &^.   in  4  toU,  post  8to,    Ib  tie  et^*. 

Thi«  TTork  was  \fh  In  a  fit  state  ior  the  prea  M  tbpab^T*  tr^*- 

brat^d  lady,  who  died  in  lS>a,     It  will  eauiplete  thf  «=t>f*s  a"  Wr 

Romancf^  ;   and   wrll   be  laid  beftve  the  publw' fet  Mr.  K»-'tth. 

the  mii%UiiT*s  husband,  io  the  foil  inpreniou  of  ia  bfni^  »o?ib»  ** 
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Persons,  Rot  a),  PoJib'cal,  Liteianr,  «nd  M  usi^.  TbeSec*^ 
Edition,  rcYised.  In  2  vols,  post  8ro.  with  a  Portr&H  by 
Mejer.     2li, 

13.  MATILDA;    a  TALE   OF  THE    DAY. 
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Caa  joo  not  read  bj  faolt  writ  in  my  cheek  ^ 
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The  Third  Edition.    9  vols.  12aio.     14s. 

U.  TREM AINE ;  or.  The  Man  of  Refincmcoi.  T:^ 
Third  Edition,  revised.    In  3  rols.  post  8to.    31s.  6d. 
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pri&ing^  four  New  Taies,  viz.  The  Salherlands ;  Doohtsud 
Fears ;  The  Man  of  Man/  Friends  ;  and  Passion  and  Phocif^f  • 
The  Third  Edition,  ia  3  vo]^  post  8vo.     Ih  1  Is.  6d. 

16.  HIGHW^VS  and  BY-WAY'S.  Second  Seres; 
eofiUioing  Three  New  TaJes ;  rii^  Caiibert  tho  Bear  Haate . 
The  Priest  and  the  Garde  du  Corps ;  and  The  Vouie  «b  BImat, 
or  The  Maid  demoted  to  tbe  Viivin.  Third  Editioo.  la  J 
fob.  post  6vo,  S0§. 

*7  ™L^^^  ■»«*  CORRESPONDENCE  of  SA 
UUBL  P^PYS,  Esq.  F JLS.  Secretary  to  the  AdmirmHf  ni 
IkeBafo*  of  Charies  II.  and  Jamea  U.,  and  the  irtinK 
^  of  the  celebrated  John  Krelyn.  KdHed  by  RICHAKD, 
r  "KB.     In  2  vol5.  jrojraJ4to.  printed  BBi« 
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25.  THE    LAST    DAYS    of  NAPOLEON.     Br  Dr 
ANTOMMASCHJL  Id  French  and  EDgli^  io  i  toU.  Sto  S^v 

2r».  CONN^RSATIONS  of  LORD  BYRON,  in  wkiri 
arr  cV'tailed  the  principal  occurrencrs  of  bis  Pnratr  Life.  ki» 
Opinions  on  Society,  Manners,  Lileralore,  awi  Liters  Mfa. 
being  Oie  &ub«Uince  of  a  Journal  kept  dunn^- 1  RrtjJ*«'"t  ^ 
Pij»ii;in  theyt>ar*  \H2l  and  iJ-sJS.  By  THOMAS  MUDWIN 
Esq.  of  the  i  Itii  Lifflit  Dmiroons.  Th«?  4th  edition,  in  2  ^^ 
fcap.  uitirurin  uilh  Ibc  Works.      I4s, 

27.  THE  SPIRTTS  of  the  AGE;  or,  CONTEMK*^ 
RARY  PORTRAITS.  Second  edilion,  revised,  1  vol.  rzo^ 
Hv(u   UH.  f>d. 

Cnntoft's  —Mr.  Jf  ffrcy,  Mr.  GifPord,  3fr.  Sourh*T,  Sir  ^tl^ 
Scott,  Lord  Byron,  Mr.  Camjibfll,  Mr.  Thomas  Mc^i re,  Mr  W  1  Jia 
(iod^*in,  Mr.  Jeremy  B»utham,  Mr.  Cols  r:.^:.'**,  Mr.  Lri^t  Hn*.'^ 
Mr,  Wordiuorth,  SirJaiiu-s  Mackin'csh,  .Mr.  B:ou-haDi,S?-F  Br.'- 
dett,  KeT.  E.  Irvinjr^  Lord  Eldon,  Mr.  WtlbertoiXt;,  Mr.  }liiiisJ^ 
Mr.Crabb,lhr  late  Mr.  Iloriie  Tooke,  &ic.  i.o. 

28.  THE  PRIVATE  JOURNAL  of  .MADAME  TAM- 
PAN »S  CONVERSATIONS;  comprising:  Oriirinal  Ai»fc<H4ft^ 
of  Ibe  French  Court  ;  also  Selections  from  lierComsp>od'^'^" 
ber  Thouuht>  on  Education,  5ic.     8to.  14s.      FrLtich  l^. 

'29.  COINT  LAS  C.V^ES'  JOURNAL  ./  th^  PRl 
VATE  LIFE  and  CONVEKS.\TIONS  of  the  Ut*^  E^PEBOB 
N.\PiiLEON  :  a  new  rdilion,  coInjTe^.<ied  into  fvjr  feaodses' 
\oluino>,  Svo.  and  illustrated  with  Portraits  of  Nap»>levUi  fcs^ 
I^s  Ciises  ;  a  view  of  Ihc  House  in  which  Napol^^jo  mis  b'.'r& 
at  Ajatcio.  in  Corsica;  four  coloured  Tief*s  of  St.  Htirti^ 
taktn  on  ihe  sjM»t,  In^sides  Maps,  Plans,  &^c.  Price  iJkv  pe 
^ol.  or  £2  I2s.  the  complete  work  in  French  or  En^^ish. 

.Asthi*  nork  ii  iinivt  n»ally  ackDowIetl^ed  to  form  the  B.ist  «cb- 
y\tU  «'jiit»:iii«  of  ibe  LifV,  Character,  and  Opinloos  of  thi*f\tra£»r- 
•jiiiaiy  iiKiti,  it  is  presouicd  that  this  uew  edition,  con\prrtse6  i^fe* 
tuiir  V.  !5.  aud  published  at  a  ver\  lucxierate  price,  ttiII  b^t\tTtmr\\ 
uecepr.n bio  ro  liir  public,  and  that  there  are  few  who  will  *«  ^ 
drsirou.'i  of  pottsesBiuf^  it. 

/^'^"^i'OLJLOS^:^  HISTORICAL  MEMOIRS, dk uiai 
at  St  He/ena,  to  CoiiuLi  .Mootholon,  Bertrand,  Gour^ud.^. 
and  published  from  ibe  orifirioal  manuscripts.  Cocro^  bf 
Himself.     7  roh.  Svo.  with  facsijniJeis,  ma^.  Ax 
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JOURNAL  of  a  RESIDENCE  in  ASHANTEE.  By 
:PH  DUPUIS,  Esq.  ]ato  bis  BriUnnic  Majesty's  Envoy 
Sonsul  for  that  Kingdom.    In  1  vol.  4to.  with  a  map  and 

iatesy  21. 128.  6d.  boards. 

>  recommend  this  Work  as  one  of  the  most  ioterestingf  that 
appeared  for  some  time :  it  embraces  a  raloable  accoont  of 
^ern  Africa,  and  a  series  of  Geographical  documents  of  great  im- 
iDce,  from  the  Arabic.  These  papers  throw  much  light  on  the 
icct  of  African  discoFcry,  and  will  be  of  {nreat  use  to  future  trarel- 
From  the  situation  Mr.  Dupuis  held,  and  the  facilities  he 
seased,  he  is  enabled  to  giro  information  ioaceeMible  to  others ; 
[1  the  respectability  of  bis  character  is  a  guarantee  of  the  truth  of 
.  statements.  The  account  of  his  mission  to  the  King  of  Ashantee 
hig^hly  interesting,  as  is  his  general  description  of  the  country.** 
Star, 

32.  HISTORY  of  the  COMMONWEALTH  of  ENG- 
tAND,  from  the  Commencement  of  the  Civil  War,  to  the  Re- 
Loration  of  Charles  the  Second.  By  WILLIAM  GODWIN, 
'olume  the  Second.    8vo.  Ids. 

33.  COWPER's  PRIVATE  CORRESPONDENCE.  Sc 
:ood  edition,  published  from  the  originals  in  the  possession  of 
lie  Editor;  in  2  vols.  8vo.  with  portraits,  I).  8s. 

'^  A  delightful  Work.  The  Letters,  now  for  the  first  time  pub. 
liahed,  are  even  better  than  those  which  hare  so  long  seciirea  the 
public  favour.  Their  unaffected  pleasantry,  abundant  variety,  and 
unstudied  eloquence,  remind  us  of  the  best  efibrts  of  Addison  and 
Steele,  over  which  Authors  Cowper  bad  the  advantage  in  a  more 
q-enerally  informed  understanding. — Times, 

M.  LIFE  and  TIMES  of  SALVATOR  ROSA,  with  Ex- 
tracU  Aom  bis  CORRESPONDENCE.  By  Lady  Morgan, 
2  vols.  Bvo.  with  a  fine  portrait  of  Balvator  from  a  painting  by 

Ilimseir,  ll  8s. 

35.  GEORGE  the  THIRD,  his  COURT  and  FAMILY  : 
the  personal  History  of  bis  late  Mi^esty.    A  new  edition,  with  < 
important  additions,  and  eighteen  portraits,  3  vols.  8vo.  ll.  8a. 

36.  MEMOIRS  of  GOETHE,  the  celebrated  author  of 
«<  Faust,"  the  «  Sorrows  of  Werter,"  &c.  Written  by  Him- 
self,  2  vols.  8vo.  portrait,  11.  4s. 

37.  NARRATIVE  of  a  THREE  YEARS'  CAPTIVITY 
in  JAPAN.  With  Obsorvations  on  the  Country  and  the  People. 
By  C»pUin  OOLOWNIN.  Seeond  edition,  rerised,  in  3  vols. 
Hvo.  11.  lis.  6d. 
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38.  MEMOIRS  of  MARIE  ANTOIXETTE,  Qq«? 
France.  Bt  Madame  CampaD,  ber  first  Lady  of  i^  B^ 
chamber.  New  editioo,  in  2  rols.  S\o.  with  portraits,  11  fe 
In  French f  11.  Is. 

39.  HISTORICAL  VIEW  of  the  LITERATI  RE  cf  ^^ 
South  of  Eumpe.     By  M.  DE  SISMONDI,  with  Xote? 
Tbomas  Roscoe,  Esq.  4  toIs.  2i.  16$. 

40.  TLe  LIFE  of  \MLLIAM  HA\7J:Y,  E.*^.  the  Fr^^^ 
and  Biofirapbcr  of  Cowper.    Written  bj  Uim^eiC    Cootajnii- 
a  TarietT  of  Anecdotes  of  the  most  emioent  men  of  bis  Ut^ 
cxtrarti  from  bU  Private  Correspondence,  6lc.  t  rols.  4lo.  ^l 
portraits,  41.  4s. 

4L  MEMOIRS  of  GE.VERAl.  COLTsTT  RAPP,   F  • 
Aid-de.Camp  to  Napoleon.     Written  bj  Himself,  «ith  a  p  r- 
trait,  12».  Frencb,  lUs.  6d. 

42.  Tbe  MAJST^SCRIPT  of  I8J4,  a  hi-tnr  of  cvfc^^ 
whicb  led  to  the  abdication  of  Napoleon  ;  'vrritten  at  tbe  e&ci- 
mand  of  tbe  Emperor.  By  Baron  F.4IN,  Secretarj  of  tfat  Cabi- 
net, &.C.  ^o.  With  facsimile  of  tbe  abdication,  and  BU.p  i  > 
the  campaign,  \2s, 

4X  MEMOIRS  of  BEWENUTO  CELLIXL  Wrtrv 
bT  Himself.  Containing  an  unreseryed  account  of  bb  iutis^ri 
with  FYancis  1.  of  France,  the  Emperor  Charles  V.,  Popei  Cf^- 
ment  Vll.  and  Paul  UL,  and  many  of  tbe  princes^  aitaiesiDr?. 
and  ecclesiastics  of  that  important  era.  Third  edition,  reiis*^. 
«itll  notes,  by  Tbomas  Ro^^coe,  Esq.,  in  2  T*tis.  H\o,  wi± 
portrait,  IL  4s. 

44.  LETTERS  on  ENGLAXD.  Dy  the  Count  dc  S- 
li|fny.  Containing  free  remarks  on  tbe  present  state  of  sociec^ 
and  manners,  arts,  literature,  amasenents,&e.  StoIs.  post  t^o. 
a  is. 

45.  Tbe  ETOXIAX.  A  Series  of  R^i^ays.  Criticisms, 
and  Delineations  of  Life  and  Manners.  Tbird  edition,  in  )toU- 
post8¥o.  II.  lis.  6d. 

**  So  macb  iarenoity,  ^tmd  taste,  g^Mxt  sense,  and  gt»od  feeiip; 
are  ditnla? ed,  that  Etoo  Has  reaaoa  to  be  prond  of  her  scat,  aad 
their  laooars  drserre  extended  patronage.** — New  Times, 

46.  TABLE  TALK ;  or.  Delineations  of  MEX  aoil 
MANNERS.    Second  e£tioo,  S  toIs.  8to.  IL  Is. 

4/.  Tbe  HIGHLANDERS ;  a  Tale,  by  the  Aatbor  of  tb^ 
"  Benmit  in  I^ondoo,*'  «<  Hennit  Abroad."  ke.  kc  la  S  Tob 
It  ia. 
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